
From the President
!
! Spring brings to mind indelible images of Bucovina and its beautiful monasteries and the 

vibrant pr ofusion of colors and new growth that signal the transition fr om winter to summer .  The 

enchantment of the Bucovinian landscape provides an instant "translation" of that somewhat 

paradoxical, somewhat mysterious, and, yes, somewhat cliche Romanian phenomenon of dor.  

Anyone who has climbed the hills ar ound Putna at Easter; contemplated the striking azure, green, 

and red exteriors of Vorone", Sucevi"a, Moldovi"a, Arbor e, and Humor in April or May; or gazed 

from the ramparts of the Cetatea de Scaun at Suceava knows that Eminescu's poetic visions had 

deep roots in the Romanian past and geography.

! Perennial hopes and new beginnings are just as much a part of the Romanian scene as spring 

is a part of nature and dor is a part of the Romanian psyche.  2007 marked the entry of Romania into 

the European Union, an event that once more brings the land and people that form the center of our 

academic interests to another significant turning point in a history possibly too full of such turning 

points.  Obviously it is much too early to sense if the trajectory that br ought Romania firmly into the  

European fold will continue to bear fr uit or whether hopes and new beginnings willÑas too often in  

the pastÑturn to disillusionment, fr ustration, and even regression.

! The task of the Society for Romanian Studies is promote professional study, criticism, and 

research on all aspects of Romanian culture and civilization.  The aftermath of EU accession presents 

us with a variety of challenges and opportunities.  Constanta 2007 was an important "springtime" 

for the SRS as a new generations of scholars joined us.  Ongoing debates over the future of area 

studies, the need to think and rethink sources of funding, and adapting to new media (such as the 
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second generation of the internet) will occupy the for eground, but perhaps we pursue discussions 

that go a step beyond the immediate horizon.  Suggestions are welcome.

! I am happy to r eport the results of the elections for the SRS national board: the class of 2008 

includes Alexandra Bley-Vroman, Univ. of Hawaii (Literatur e); Peter Gross, University of Tennessee 

(Media); Irina Livezeanu, University of Pittsbur gh (History); and Adam Sorkin, Penn State/

Delaware (Literature).  Our thanks to those who have completed their terms of office:  Chip Carey, 

Tanya Dunlap, Steve Roper, and Lavinia Stan.  I have appreciated their contributions to our 

conference planning as well as in other contributions big and small.  We owe a debt of gratitude to 

such colleagues as these, especially since all officers of the SRS are volunteers who receive no 

compensation.

! On another matter, many of us have been concerned with the moving of the European 

Reading Room in the Library of Congr ess so that its current space can be used for exhibits.  Grant 

Harris tells us that the r eading room will not disappear or be phased out.  Though its new space will  

be smaller, it will be nice.  They are hoping that the loss of space might be compensated for by more 

efficient design.  (See below for an LC statement on the new location of the European Reading 

Room.)  Incidentally, I'm sure that all of us are pleased and proud to hear that Grant has been named 

the new head of the European Reading Room.

! Constanta 2007 continues to produce helpful followups.  You will find the new book edited 

by Marina Cap-Bun, Studiile Româneşti în lume în 2007/Romanian Studies Around the World in 2007 

(Bucure#ti:  Cartea Universitar$, 2007), 330 pp., both informative and enlightening.  The book is a 

product of a research grant and project headed by Cap-Bun (Ovidius University , Constan"a) 

sponsored by the Consiliul Na"ional al Cer cet$rii %tiin"ifice din ënv$"$m‰ntul Superior.  Many of 

these papers were presented at our 2007 Constan"a congress. Perhaps a fuller account of the contents 

will appear in a subsequent issues of our NEWSLETTER.

! We are soliciting ideas for the location for the 6th SRS Congress to be held in 2012.  Two 

possibilities that have been suggested are Bucuresti and somewhere in Transylvania (Radu Florescu 

has proposed Bra#ov; Timi#oara and Alba Iulia have been mentioned).  Other suggestions?  Please 

send them to me so that we can being to process ideas and plans.  We would need a dependable 
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local arrangements contact person as well as the availability of suitable conference housing and 

facilities.

! I have proposed as the first two steps in expanding our contact with the new generation of 

graduate students the following:  1) fr ee membership non-voting in the SRS for all currently 

enrolled graduate students; and 2) the addition to the board of a graduate student representative.  It 

is my hope that we will take action on these steps so that we can implement them effective January 

2009.

! The next two meetings on the docket that directly involve the SRS are:

ÑThe November 20Ð23, 2008 40th National Convention of the AAASS, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

headquartered at the Philadelphia Marriott.  The next NEWSLETTER will carry a full account of the 

preliminary pr ogram.  For details, see the AAASS web site at www .fas.harvard.edu/~aaass/.  Ther e 

will be an SRS gathering on Friday, November 21, in the late afternoon.

ÑThe Mar ch 2009 South East European Studies Association congress tentatively set for Chicago.  

SEESA will pr ovide travel grants for graduate students under the Harrison Grants pr ogram.  More 

details as they become available.

! In conclusion, I regret to report the death in Mar ch of long-time SRS stalwart and Romanian 

Studies pioneer Charles M. Carlton (University of Rochester).  A more extended tribute will be 

published in the fall NEWSLETTER.

Paul E. Michelson, Huntington University
President, The Society for Romanian Studies

NEWSLETTER UPDATE
! The next issue of the NEWSLETTER will appear in November 2008.  It will feature book 

notices and other publications, so if you have published anything of inter est to Romanian studies, 

please let the editor know.  Also, of course, news items and other information r elevant to Romanian 

studies are always welcome.  Send same to Dan Pennell <pennell.pitt.edu>.  Thanks.
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Summer Language Instruction
Summer Workshop in Slavic, East European and Central Asian Languages
Indiana University, June 13-August 8, 2008
ÑFirst year Romanian 
ÑReading Yiddish for Holocaust Research (June 13 - July 25)
For more information, contact www.indiana.edu/~iuslavic/swseel/

Romanian Cultural Foundation Summer Course in Romanian Language, Culture and Civilization - 
14th edition, Braşov, Transylvania, Romania

 The Romanian Cultural Institute organizes courses in Romanian language, culture and civilization in 
the 12th century citadel of Bra!ov. 

 The program features intensive courses in Romanian language, at the beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced levels. The courses in Romanian language are based on a flexible curriculum, adapted to the 
studentsÕ needs, combining basic vocabulary and grammar lessons, group and individual activities that aim to 
develop fluency in communication and to consolidate grammar structures. The language course support 
includes textbooks, literary and historical texts, folklore, newspaper articles, audio-visual means. In order to 
improve the efficiency of the courses, the participants are enrolled in several study groups, based on an initial 
language test. Each study group is made of 10-12 students. The instructors are native Romanian speakers and 
universities graduates. The Romanian Cultural Institute selects experienced lecturers, according to their 
professional skills but also for their friendly attitude, enthusiasm and patience. The instructors come from the 
University of Bra!ov and the University of Bucure!ti.  Due to the limited number of places, applications 
should be sent as soon as possible.

Visit the website at http://www.icr.ro or by eMail:  oana.suciu@icr.ro

 Participation Fee: 960 EUROs (950 EUROs + 10 EUROs registration fee) The participation fee covers 
the following expenses: registration, tuition, workshops, trips, other additional activities included in the 
programme and meals.
 
 The costs for accommodation the hotel (single or double rooms) will be covered by the Romanian 
Cultural Institute. The participation fee does not cover the international or internal transport, the entrance visa 
(if needed) or any other additional hotel services. Students might apply for 4 full grants (that cover the 
participation fee) or 4 partial (that cover between 25% and 50% of the participation fee). A reference letter 
from a professor or from someone familiar with the student's work is an advantage.

----->The deadline for grant applicants is June 20th, 2008.

----->The deadline for enrollment is July 1st, 2008.
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CONFERENCE & EVENT REPORTS
I.  Indiana University Graduate Student Conference Shows Future 
 of Romanian  Studies

Erin Biebuyck
Indiana University

! On March 4, 2008, Indiana UniversityÕs newly convened Romanian Studies Organization 

hosted The Romanian Studies Graduate Student Conference (RSGSC), providing young scholars 

from a variety of disciplines the opportunity to come together to shar e and discuss their work on 

Romania.  Participants were able to showcase their work, meet and receive feedback from well-

known scholars in the field, and engage in conversations about current issues in Romanian studies.  

The unifying theme of the panels and the discussions that they provoked was the question of 

Romanian identity and the r elationship of minorities and other traditionally mar ginalized gr oups, 

such as orphans, the mentally ill, and the Roma to that identity.  Research presented at the RSGSC 

challenged the scholars involved to re-think the established understanding of Romanian-ness and 

the role of minorities in the Romanian nation.  

! Seven young scholars, including five IU students, pr esented papers at the conference.  The 

first panel of the day was entitled "Ceau#escuÕs Children: Then and Now."  Panelists examined the 

international politics of child abandonment in post-socialist Romania fr om the perspective of public 

policy as well as through the lens of cultural studies.  Erin BiebuyckÕs "Parenting Romania: 

Romanian Orphans in the American Print Media" discussed the power r elationships reproduced in 

American journalistic coverage of the Romanian orphans, while Amy LuckÕs "from Institutionalized 

to Independent: Mentoring Romanian Orphans in T ransition" examined the efforts of a transnational 

NGO working to impr ove the lives of Romanian orphans.  The juxtaposition of BiebuyckÕs reading 

of international power r elationships in the media with LuckÕs thoughtful evaluation of mentoring 

programs for teenagers and young adults raised in Romanian orphanages led to instructive 

questions about the importance of local ownership in humanitarian ef forts.  Professor Maria Bucur 

provided insightful commentary on these papers, encouraging the panelists and audiences to think 
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critically about the power dynamics of international aid pr ograms.

! After br eaking for lunch, the conference continued with a panel entitled "Romania and the 

World," focusing on contemporary politics and the question of shifting identities after RomaniaÕs 

accession to the European Union.  In "Down and Out on the Edge of Eur ope: Romanian Imaginings 

and European Utopias," Jack Friedman of Semel Neuropsychiatric Institute at UCLA  discussed 

marginalized gr oups in the Romanian citizenry, including the mentally ill and what Friedman 

termed the "new poor," in relation to the recent populist movements led by figur es such as Gigi 

Becali and Vadim Tudor.  Following FriedmanÕs presentation, REEIÕs Brant Beyer presented his 

research on the Szekler region of Transylvania in "The Eur opean Union and the Szeklers Quest for 

Autonomy ," examining Szekler arguments for autonomy in the wake of RomaniaÕs EU accession 

and evaluating several possible outcomes of the current situation.  Alin Fumur escu, a doctoral 

candidate from IUÕs Political Science department, responded to Friedman and Beyer with 

challenging questions informed by r ecent events in Romania and elsewhere in the region.  

Fumurescu pressed Beyer to think about the implications of KosovoÕs declaration of independence 

for Szekler claims for autonomy.  Fumurescu also questioned Friedman about the implications of 

Becali and Tudor Õs poor showing in the European parliamentary elections in 2007 for his argument 

about populism in Romania.

! The final panel of the conference, "Re-imagining the Nation: Ethnic Minorities in Romania," 

explored the question of Romanian national identity as a construct based on both civic and ethnic 

ideas of the nation.  Clark UniversityÕs Stefan Ionescu discussed the value and the difficulties of 

using memoirs as primary sour ces for historical analysis in "The Boom of Testimony after 

Communism: The Voices of the Jewish Holocaust Survivors in Romania."  In "Roma (and/or) 

Romanian?: Romanipe, Civic Identity, and the Deportations in AntonescuÕs Romania," Ben Thorne, a 

doctoral candidate in History at IU, explor ed the rhetoric used by Roma to express their national 

identity as Romanians in response to the threat of deportation to Transnistria during the Second 

World War.  On a related topic, Susan Williams pr esented her research on the articulations of civic 

and religious identity that allowed ultra-nationalist Corneliu Z. Codr eanu to accept claims of 

Romanian-ness on the part of some Roma in her paper "Rethinking Interwar Ultra-Nationalism: 
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Corneliu Codr eanu and Romanian Roma."  Professor Marius Turda of Oxford Brookes University 

responded to these papers, provoking a fr uitful dialogue on national identity and nationalism in the  

Romanian context.

! After the conclusion of the panels, conference attendees settled in to listen to Professor 

Marius TurdaÕs keynote address, "Ethnic Modernism and Scientific Nationalism: Reflections on 

Biopolitics in Interwar Romania."  T urdaÕs address focused on the interwar Romanian politicians 

and nationalist leaders who argued for a homogenous nation-state.  To conclude the day in an 

appropriately festive mood, the conference-goers repaired to conference organizer Erin BiebuyckÕs 

house for a reception featuring and American interpr etation of the traditional Romanian dishes 

sarmale and m$m$lig$.  The students of the Romanian Studies Organization consider the conference 

a great success and plan to host a second student conference in the spring of 2009.

[From REEIfication, Vol. 32, No. 2 April 2008]

II. 2008 Mid-Atlantic Slavic Conference, 29 March New York 
 University

Panel, Identity, Migration, and Transformations
Elena Puslenghea, (U of Illinois) "Does Ecotourism Work? Community, Environment, and Sustainable 
Development in Romania"

III. The Association for the Study of Nationalities World Convention 
 2008 Columbia University, New York, 10-12 April 2008

! The Association for the Study of Nationalities has become a major forum for the pr esentation 

of new research on Romanian studies, including numer ous young researchers from Romania and 

Europe as a whole.  Here is a list of papers and panels of interest to Romanianists from their most 

recent convention.

Panel, "Contemporary Romanian Issues"
Adrian Ciofl‰nca, (Cuza U, Ia!i) "Remembering ÔGood CommunismÕ: Deresponsibilization in the Memoirs of 
Former Nomenklatura Members"
Felicia Waldman, (U of Bucharest) "Public Policies Concerning the Holocaust in Romania"
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Michael Shafir, (Babe!-Bolyai U, Cluj) "Vox Populi, Vox Dei and the MasterÕs Voice: Mass and Intellectual 
Populism in Contemporary Romania"
Discussant, Mihai Cioveanu, (U of Bucharest)

Panel, "’The City as Nation’: Balkan Cities at War"
Holly Case, (Cornell U) "A City Between States: Kolozsvar/Cluj during WWII

Panel, "Memories of World War II, the Holocaust, and Nationalism
Mihai Chioveanu, (U of Bucharest) "The Unforeseen Defection: RomaniaÕs Disengagement from the Nazi 
Final Solution"

Panel, "Post-Communist Successor Parties: Divergent Paths"
Grigore Pop-Eleches, (Princeton U) "Post-Communist Successor Parties in Romania"

Panel, "Central European Dynamics of Democratization and Nationalism"
George-Tudor Florea, (Central European U, Budapest) "Domestic and Transnational Ethnic Political Alliance 
in the MakingÑDifferent Contexts-Similar Patterns? A Study of the Main Ethnic political PartiesÕ Electoral 
Strategies in Post-Authoritarian Spain, Romania, and Bulgaria"

Panel, "Moldova and Transdnistria"
J. Alan Mason, (U of California, Santa Barbara) "The ÔSoviet NarodÕ and the Moldovan Elections of 1990: 
Conservative ÔInternationalismÕ during the Collapse of the Soviet Union"
Matthew H. Ciscel, (Central Connecticut State U) "Compared to Moldova, This is Like the Riviera: 
Discourses of Tourism and Nation in Transnistria"
PŒl Kolst¿ (U of Oslo), Helge Blakkisrud, "State and Nation Building in Quasi-States: The Case of 
Trandniestria  

Panel, "Identities, Collective Memory and Ambiguous Nation-Building Process in Moldova" 
Gabriela Popa, (EU Institute, Italy), "(Re)producing Spaces, Deriving Identities: Representations of 
Nationhood in Monumental Forms of Second World War in Moldova"
Patricia Fogarty, (Emory U) "Discourses of Development and the Nation in post-Soviet Moldova"
Christian W. Haerpfer, (U of Aberdeen) "Social Capital and Democracy in Moldova"

Panel, "Democratization and Its Dilemmas"   
Li Bennich-Bjšrkman, (Uppsala U) "What Kind of Democracy: Perceptions of Democracy Among the 
Political Elite in Ukraine, Bulgaria and Romania" 

Panel, "Nationalism and the European Enlargement Towards the East"
Daniel Pommier, (Sapienza U, Italy) "Federalism vs. Nationalism in Romania: The Case of Transylvania"

Panel, "Between Identities: The Effects of Historical Turning Points"
Loredana T”rziu, (West Virginia U) "Redefining the Nation in Hungary, Transylvania and the Romanian 
Principalities, 1800-1848"
Razvan Sibii, (U of Massachusetts, Amherst) "So All Could Be One: Shifts in the Religious Identity of 
Transylvanian Romanians during the Last Decades of Communism"
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Panel Film "A Country Here, A Country There" 
Directed by Monica Heintz and Alin Rus (Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology)
Monica HeintzÕs documentary film illustrates the intellectual and political debates, and the everyday 
confusions linked to Moldovan/Romanian identity in the Republic of Moldova.  The film exposes the elements 
that determine the actual debate on national identity in Moldova (memories, Soviet legacies, economic 
situation, migration, media situation) and reveals new issues and concerns concerning new generations and the 
future of the Moldovan state.  Romanian-speaking Moldovans who were publicly denying a Romanian 
identity through political actions are shown to have, in private discussions, an unambiguous conscience of a 
Romanian identity.

IV. 2008 Midwest Slavic Conference, 17-19 April The Ohio State 
 University

Panel, "The EU and Its New Members"
Elena Puslenghea, (U of Illinois) "The European Union and Romania: Tourism, Community, and Sustainable 
Development"

Panel, "Contemporary Romania"
Brant Beyer, (Indiana U) "The European Union and the Szekler Quest for Autonomy"
Amy Luck, (Indiana U) "When ÔCeausescuÕsÕ Children Grow Up: Using Mentoring to Transition Romanian 
Orphans"
Lavinia Popica, (Akron U) "Buying the American Dream? On American Consumption in Romania 
(1919-1940)"

V. The 5th annual Romanian Conference at Columbia University 

took place on April 20, 2008. As a continuation of last year's theme "Rise and Shine my dear 

Romania," the general theme this year was "RomaniaÑThe Long Road Back."

Schedule

  9:30 " 10:00 Registration at Satow Room, 5th Floor, Lerner Hall, Columbia 
University, New York 

10:00 " 10:20 Opening of the Conference: Andrei Dinu-Ionita, Romanian Club 
President, Columbia University 

10:20 " 10:40 Presentation 1: "New Romanian Drama & Film - A mirror of the 
society or a hammer to shape it?" - Saviana Stanescu, Writer and 
Professor, NYU 

10:40 " 10:50 Questions to the presenter

9

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/romanian/2008/Presentations/Andrei_Dinu-Ionita-Opening_Remarks.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/romanian/2008/Presentations/Andrei_Dinu-Ionita-Opening_Remarks.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/romanian/2008/Presentations/Saviana_Stanescu-New_Drama_Film.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/romanian/2008/Presentations/Saviana_Stanescu-New_Drama_Film.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/romanian/2008/Presentations/Saviana_Stanescu-New_Drama_Film.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/romanian/2008/Presentations/Saviana_Stanescu-New_Drama_Film.pdf


10:50 " 11:10 Presentation 2: "Type and Stereotype as representations in California 
Dreamin' (endless)" - Mihaela-Adina Costea, MA candidate, 
University of Pittsburgh

11:10 " 11:20 Questions to the presenter
11:20 " 11:50 Networking and Coffee break
11:50 " 12:10 Presentation 3: "George Enescu and the road towards improving 

Romania's image abroad " - Ms. Lory Wallfisch, Professor Emerita of 
Music, Smith College 

12:10 " 12:20 Questions to the presenter
12:20 " 12:50 Presentation 4: "Opportunities in top management consulting in 

Romania" - Andrei Caramitru, Principal, Country Manager, McKinsey 
& Co. Romania

12:50 " 13:10 Questions to the presenter
13:10 "  2:20 Lunch Break (Lunch will be provided)
  2:20 "  2:30 Afternoon remarks: Mr. Pietro L. Pavoni, Consul General of Romania in 

New York and Ms. Corina Suteu, Director of the Romanian Cultural 
Institute, New York 

  2:30 "  2:50 Presentation 5: "Volunteering in Romania: your chance to help small 
communities grow" - Theodor Brasoveanu, PhD candidate at Princeton 
University

  2:50 "  3:00 Questions to the presenter
  3:00 "  3:50 Presentation/Debate: "Romania - The Long Road Back" - Moderator 

Tony Romani, MBA student, Columbia University 
Newz.Ro Poll: Te simti mandru ca esti roman? 
YouTube link: Romania, my country 

  3:50 "  4:20 Networking and Coffee break
  4:20 "  4:40 Presentation 6: "Viability of lobby groups in Romania" - Diana 

Moraru, political student in Cluj Napoca, Romania, Congressional 
Fellow in Washington DC 

  4:40 "  4:50 Questions to the presenter
  4:50 "  5:00 Closing Remarks: Angela Radulescu, Romanian Club Vice-President, 

Columbia University

VI. 16th Balkan and Slavic Conference, Banff, Canada 1-4 May 2008

Don Dyer (U of Mississippi) "With our head and your hands" A sociolinguistic study of contemporary 
 Moldova since its independence from the Soviet Union"

Grant Harris (Library of Congress), "Resources relating to Southeastern Europe at the Library of Congress"
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The Romanian Cultural Institute in New York (RCINY)
CALENDAR OF EVENTS: JUNE-JULY 2008

WED, June 18, 7:30 pm (thru August 15) | RCINY - The Romanian Gallery
Freedom for Lazy People!
Nuclear Fairy, IRLO & Omar

While gentrification in New York and the politics of cleansing tend to erase legendary traces of graffiti that 
inspired artists all over the world, street art flourishes in Eastern European cities. Bucure!, Timi!oara, Cluj, 
Arad are just some of the places where you can find works by Nuclear Fairy (Linda Barkasz), IRLO 
(Laurentiu Alexandrescu), and Omar (Marwan Anbaki). Their art, combining lowbrow esthetics, figurative 
graffiti and an unusual approach to text, gives life to grim walls and starts a dialogue with the medium, be it a 
phone booth, a billboard or a cardboard box. The artists, all in their early twenties, are working both 
individually and collectively as Zacuska Senzual.

RCINY invited these artists for ten days in New York to leave their mark on the walls of the Romanian 
Gallery, to meet their peers and engage in collaborations. The evening is co-hosted by Wooster Collective, 
one the most prominent street art projects on the web.

TUE, June 5, 7:30 pm | RCINY Auditorium
Romanian Revolution: Was It Kitsch, Putsch, or Riot?
Reading and discussion with Carmen-Francesca Banciu

Radu Iosif, journalist and the son of a Securitate informant, wants to take the veil off the strange events that 
took place in Romania in December 1989 and to reconstruct the moment of the Revolution. Having this in 
mind, he starts following his noncomformist friends that took part in street fights that day: he listens to their 
private conversations, he tapes them, he talks with their neighbors, he employs all the methods he learned 
from his father to create an accurate image of the events he avoided taking part in back then.

Initially published by the Romanian Cultural Foundation (Bucharest, 1998), the novel was rewritten by the 
author in German and appeared under a different title: Ein Land voller Helden (Ullstein, Berlin, 2000). 
Chapters of the book have been published in The Third Shore: Women's Fiction from East Central 
Europe. Writings from an Unbound Europe (North Western University Press, 2006). Carmen-Francesca 
Banciu lives in Berlin since 1991 and works as a writer, journalist, and creative writing trainer.

July 1, 7:30 & 9:30 | Jazz Standard // East Coast Tour (tba)
Sam Newsome & Lucian Ban Ensemble presents
The Romanian-American Jazz Suite 

RCINY and Jazzaway Records are proud to announce the release of The Romanian-American Jazz Suite by 
Sam Newsome & Lucian Ban Ensemble. The album presents a multi-movement work composed by American 
saxophonist Sam Newsome and Romanian pianist Lucian Ban, which combines Romanian folk music with 
American jazz. The suite was written to represent the perspective of both an American jazz musician exploring 
Romanian folk music, and a Romanian jazz musician reinvestigating the music of his country after having 
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lived in America for several years. The group features an international cast of world class American and 
Romanian Jazz Musicians - from US Sam Newsome (soprano sax), Lucian Ban (piano), Alex Harding (bari 
sax & bass clarinet), Willard Dyson (drums), and, from Romania, Sorin Romanescu (leading guitar) and 
Arthur Balogh (double bass). The CD has been released by Jazzaway Records and is distributed in the US by 
North Country Distributors. At RCINY's initiative, Sam Newsome & Lucian Ban Ensemble will tour the East 
Coast in July, final dates and venues to be announced soon.

July 1-10
Ada Milea in New York City

Ada Milea is a Romanian actress and singer with a special sense of the absurd and surreal. Her witty, 
occasionally macabre and uncompromisingly political lyrics have made her famous in Romania during the 
90s. Her more recent work mixes music, theatre and poetry to give life in a different medium to stories like 
Cervantes' Don Quijote, Gellu Naum's The Island (a surrealist interpretation of Robinson Crusoe) and 
Apolodor (a children story about a penguin in his quest around the world to find his family) and Nikolai 
Nossov's Tales of Knows-Nothing. She was born in 1975 in T‰rgu Mure! and graduated the Dramatic Arts 
University in the same city. Her work as an independent artist includes various soundtracks for theatrical 
performances, collaborations with Cirque du Soleil and performances all over Romania and Europe.

Romanian cinema travels in the US
Gene Siskel Center, Chicago: Romanian Cinema Rising | May 11-June 26
Silent Movie Theatre, Los Angeles: Romanian Cinema New and Old | June 7-28

ANNOUNCEMENTS

  The Fulbright Scholar Program
has a number of Grants for U.S. Faculty and Professionals, including grants for

----->Lecture or Lecture/Research in Central and Eastern Europe  and Russia, and for

----->Research in Central and Eastern Europe, Russia, Central Asia and the Caucasus

These awards are for three to ten months

Deadline: August 1, 2008

! For detailed award descriptions, eligibility guidelines and online application, visit the  

Council for International Exchange of Scholars  at www .cies.org/us_scholars or eMail them at 
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apprequest@cies.iie.org.  The Fulbright Program is sponsored by the United States Department of 

State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Af fairs.

  Social Science Research Council
The Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship (DPDF)

! The Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship (DPDF) is a strategic fellowship pr ogram 

designed to help graduate students in the humanities and social sciences formulate doctoral 

dissertation pr oposals that are intellectually pointed, amenable to completion in a r easonable time 

frame, and competitive in fellowship competitions.&&

! The program is organized around distinct "r esearch fields," subdisciplinary and 

interdisciplinary domains with common intellectual questions and styles of r esearch.&& Each year, an 

SSRC Field Selection Committee selects five fields proposed by pairs of research directors who are 

tenured professors at different doctoral degree-granting programs at U.S. universities. Research 

dir ectors receive a stipend of $10,000. &Graduate students in the early phase of their research, 

generally 2nd and 3rd years, apply to one of five research fields led by the two dir ectors; each group 

is made up of ten to twelve graduate students.& Fellows participate in two workshops, one in the late 

spring that helps pr epare them to undertake predissertation research on their topics; and one in the 

early fall, designed to help them synthesize their summer r esearch and to draft pr oposals for 

dissertation funding.& Fellows are eligible to&apply for up to $5000 from SSRC to support 

predissertation research during the summer .&

Application Deadline: October 3, 2008

Got Newz?  
Send it to Dan Pennell <pennell@pitt.edu>.  And we thank you for your cooperation.
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The Society For Romanian Studies
! The Society for Romanian Studies (SRS) is an inter-disciplinary academic or ganization, 
founded in 1973 to promote professional study, criticism, and research on all aspects of Romanian 
cultur e and civilization.  It holds meetings to pr omote Romanian studies, publishes newsletters to 
keep its membership informed, and carries out other activities designed to foster advancement of 
the field of Romanian studies.  The SRS Home Page is located at: www .huntington.edu/SRS .
! The SRS is generally recognized as the premier professional organization for North American 
scholars concerned with Romania.  It is affiliated with the South East Eur opean Studies Association 
(SEESA), the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS), the American 
Historical Association (AHA), and the American Political Science Association (APSA). 

2008-2009 NATIONAL OFFICERS
PRESIDENT:  
! Paul E. Michelson, Department of History
! Huntington University , Huntington IN 46750 
! phone: 260/359-4242 or 260/356-5518 
! eMail= pmichelson@huntington.edu
VICE-PRESIDENT: 
! Ileana Orlich, Department of English
! Arizona State University ,  Tempe AZ 85287
! phone: 602/965-2503;  eMail=orlich@asu.edu
SECRETARY/TREASURER
! James Augerot, Slavic Department Box 353580 
! University of W ashington, Seattle WA 98195 
! phone: 206/543-5484 or 206/543-6848;  eMail:=bigjim @u.washington.edu
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
! Daniel Pennell, G20-X Hillman Library
! University of Pittsbur gh, Pittsburgh PA 15260 
! Email=pennell@pitt.edu>

NA TIONAL  BOARD
Class of 2006-2009:  
! Margaret Beissinger, University of W isconsin WI; Maria Bucur, Indiana University IN; and Bill 
! Crowther, University of North Car olina-Greensboro NC.
Class of 2008-2011:  
! Alexandra Bley-Vroman, University of Hawaii; Peter Gr oss, University of Tennessee; Irina 
Livezeanu, University of Pittsbur gh; and Adam Sorkin, Penn State/Delawar e. 

!
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SRS Membership
! You are cordially invited to join or r enew your membership in the Society for Romanian 
Studies.  If you are a current member, make sure that you have renewed your dues for 2008.  Please 
complete the following form (please type or print) and send it along with the appr opriate dues 
payment to Jim Augerot.
! _____ ! $33 Joint-SRS/SEESA Membership, which includes membership in both the Society 
! ! ! for Romanian Studies and the South East European Studies Association (separate 
! !  ! memberships are $45). Joint members get the SRS newsletter and the SEESA journal, 
! !  ! BALKANISTICA.   A real deal.
! _____ ! $19 for Joint SRS-SEESA student membership 
! _____ ! $15 for Regular, Vanilla SRS membership only 
! _____ ! $10 for Regular SRS student membership only 
! _____ ! $100 LIFETIME SRS Membership (for the big spenders in the crowd or people who 
! !  ! want to get it over with in one fell swoop). If you ar e a life member, you can still get 
! ! ! the reduced price membership in SEESA by sending a check to Jim Augerot for $22 
! ! ! with the notation that you ar e a life SRS member. (He already knows who you ar e, 
! ! ! so don't try to pull a fast one.)

PLEASE NOTE:  owing to expense and postal complications, paid memberships and the mailing of 
the NEWSLETTER are restricted to North American addr esses only. Interested persons outside of 
North America are welcome to supply an eMail addr ess if they wish to receive SRS stuff via eMail 
free of charge.
Dues should be sent with this form to: ! Jim Augerot, University of W ashington
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Slavic Department, Box 353580
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Seattle WA 98195
Last Name: 
First Name:
Institution:
eMail:
Mailing Address:
(City, State, ZIP)

Home Phone:

Office Phone:

Position :  

Field(s) of Interest
Please indicate below your main professional interest(s) in order of priority .  Choose no more than 
three fields.  (Examples:  General, Anthr opology, Music, History , Linguistics, Literatur e):
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