A CREED-ON WHEEI.S
By Bishop 2. Wright,

The mnew “constitution,” proposed by the ' Commission,
presents a most extracrdinary proposition. Hithertoa confession
of faith has been supposed to assert immutable truths. New, in<
stead, we are offered shifting rands. 'The new * constitution”
invites frequent mmatlunﬂ of our creed. Article 1., vection 10, is
as follows:

“The (teneral Conference may—twosthirds of the members
elected thereto concurring—propose changes in, 'or additions to,!

~ the confeseion of faith; provided, that the concurrence of three-

fonrths of the ahnual con!’elencos shell be necessuly 1o their '

final ratification.”

The foregoing, if in foree, would put our whole créed .on
wheels! Not only “additions to,” but * changes in* the confession
of faith, would be authorized, There is' not the slightest lmita-
tion to changes, either in the doctrine or in the wording of the |
confession. This would involve our whole creed. Article V. of =~
the new “ confession of faith ” on the Inspiration of the Seriptures,
would be open to change, and it might be changed so as to declare
the Bible to be mere eftusions of human thonght.  Artiele TL.,
on Creation, might be changed, and bald Darwinism substituted
in its place. ~Article I, on the Holy Trinity, might be made’
unitarian. Article IV, VIL, and X. could be changed, and the
Holy Spirit and regeneration pronounced myths, and ‘the 'sae-
raments, superstitions rites. Article XITX., on the Future State,
might be changed to say, * Death'is an eternal sleep’ Ina '
word there is no limit to, the scope of change. Tt simply says
to ourpeople: “ You shall believe whatever two-thirds of any ‘fu-
ture General Conference (supported by three-fourths of the an-
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nual conferences) shall prescribe for you—right or wrong; wheth-
er it be orthodoxy, Darwinism or Universalism; whether it be
Christianity, atheism or deism." It says "Give us your names,
your labors, your influence and your funds, and we will land you
somewhere—in orthodoxy or in heterodoxy, in religion or in athe-
ism, in heaven or in an eternal sleep. Trust it all to the General
Conference and to the majority in three-fourths of the annual con-
ference bodies. Y oushall have no direct voice in your creed.
Your superiors are ordained to think for you. All you have to do
is to swallow their creed,"

It may be said that such sweeping changes are improbable.
Yet it is possible to make very radical changes in doctrine. And
if a creed is thus put on wheels, departure sooner or later, from
some fundamental truth is even probable. In less than two hund-
red years after the death of the Apostle John, pernicious doctrines
established themselves in some sections of the Christian church.
Then the papal dominance, the Crusades, the Millerite delusion,
and the Spiritualist craze, show the possibility of at. least the
temporary prevalence of error. A people with their creed on
wheels,know not but that they are building up achurch and insti-
tutions which, in a generation to come, may exert a mighty pow-
er to promote Calvinism, Campbellism, Universalism, or some
form of semi-infidelity,

The idea ofa creed on wheels is a new departure.  Article II.,
section 4. of our real constitution says;

"No rule or ordinance shall at any time be passed to change
or do away the confession of faith as it now stands, nor to destroy
the itinerant plan."

This looks as if the fathers who framed the constitution, had
a confession of faith by which they intended to live and die. But
the idea that orthodox doctrine was to abide unchangeable in
the church, did not originate with them. Previous to this, the
Discipline contained a restrictive rule saying, concerning the
General Conference;

"Nothing shall be done by the said conference, which would
in any wise affect or change the article of faith."

Such rules are sensible. Men wish to know whether their
church is built upon a solid or upon a shifting foundation. If our
creed were upon wheels, it would argue that we are not cer-



