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Josegh sold into Egypt.—Gon. 37: 23-36.

GOLDEN TEXT.—Ye ‘thought evil
agalnst me but God meant it for good
-Gen. 50: 20.

INTRODUCTORY.

“In this and succeeding lessons, is|.

plainly to be-seen the ‘‘Guiding Hand”
in & eries of remarkable special provi-
dences overruling the evil purposes and
acts of evil men and making them the
_means of bringing about the very pur-
" pose they sought to thwart—the eleva-
tion of Joseph—as well a8 the more gen-
eral purposes of God in reference to the
chosen family and, through it, to-the
whole race. We also see in the story of

- Joseph which runs as a golden throad

through this and the three succeeding

lessons, many incidents that strikingly
-colncide with incidents in the life of

Christ, thus giving ‘‘a living picture in

type of the leading features in the life
_ of Christ.”” These two thoughts should
be ever kept In mind in the study of
these lessons.

Notres.—They smpped him of his coat.
~The very fact that they stripped him
‘of his coat indicates that when they de-
" termined to kill him they also decided
upon the plan by whlch to deceive his
father.

And they cust him inlo a pit.—The peo-
ple &t this time and in this region were
almost’entirely dependent in summer
upon the rain water they might catch
" in the winter, hence, numerous pits or
cisterns were hewn in the solid rock, or
- bullt of stone- and plastered, for that
purpoge. Thefr purpose, doubtless, was
to leave him there to pérish as if that
. were less wicked than to take his life at

once, .

And Judah said, What profit s it that
we slay:.our brother’—At Reuben’s sug-
gestion they coneluded to put him into
8 pit and let him perish rather than
slay him, and now at Judah’s suggestion
they dectded to sell him rather than to
let him perish. The probabilities & are;
had ‘Reuben boldly stood .out against
‘the murder in the first place on the
ground that it was wrong instead of
‘suggesting as & compromise a plan by

- which he hoped to deliver him, Judah
- might have stood with him and Joseph:
boen saved. As it is, both Reuben and
| Judah are drawn on and become parties
- In the orime” by concealing it if by no
 other way.

It is ‘my son’s coat.—These touching
words of Jacob are thus rendered in the
‘Cambridge Bible: “Tunic of my son!
An evil beast hath eaten him! Torp,’
?Ol‘n ~—Joseph!” ‘‘Jacob deceived his fa-
-'ther, and now his children deceive him.
‘Curses, like chickens, always come
nhome 0 roost.”

Legsons. ‘

1. “A good character will not save
One from wrong and trouble; but some-
, Ymes even brings one into trouble and
" 8 the ocecasion of in]ustice In eveéry
8ge some men have been called upon to

Suffer because they are the children of

God.”—Bp Vincent.

““'Let not the righteoua be .cast
down because God does not come im-
mediately to their relief; neither let
the wicked be 00 sure in their wicked-

' 'mess beoause God does not meediately

. Ph'lke them down. ”+—P¢mtwosi

3 Strlppmg one o! his clot,hes or de-.
stroying his reputation does. not. ,.Tob

.| him of his oharacter or lus supemorit.y

4. He who has not the moral courage

to openly protest agamat/ wrong- but | g

compromlses with .wrong doers for the

purpose of- thwarting their wicked pur-|

poses, thus going half way, will eventu-
-ally be involved-in their evil deeds and
forced to-conceal them.

5. The purposes of God cannot be

-frustrated and he will even use the |
‘most wicked, deviges. of wwked men to.
‘bring them to pass. ;

6. Sin i8 cumulative. “Crime be-
gets crime.” ' Envy leads. to hatred;
hatred to murder, murder to falsehood
and unkindness to parents as in this
case. What a fountain of iniquity is a
bad heart!

7. The rosd to the throme or to
heaven often lies- through the pit and
‘slavery, and humiliation comes before
axaltation.

———giie ¢ A—

To compromise your conscience once
is to give the devil a mortgage on your
character.

e e

Communities as well as men bave a
right to be judged by their best.—
Jumes Russell Lowell.

e te———

The best contribution that any man
can make to a community is a hxgh
character.—Murk Hopkins.

— te—————

When you have gained your consent
to do an unjust act against a fellow-
man, you have cut yourself off from the
favor of God.

———

Apostasy generally begins at the
closet door; secret prayer is first care-
lessly performed, then frequently omit-
ted ; after awhile wholly cast off; then,
fm'ewell God and Christ, and all re-
ligion.— Heroz.

— g .

“Prevaﬂing prayer’’ emphasizes per-
sistency and humility. It islike being
on' & wreck with tide coming in, great
danger ahead,. but help insight. At

such a time we never rejoice in our own

strength or ability. The requisites in
prevailing prayer are: Help of the Holy | o
Spirit, faith, prepared heart, under-
standing_ mind, submisslvéness, forgiv-
ing spirit, sincerity, humlility, strong
desire, boldness, earnestness, impor-
tunity. S

“‘Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest soint upon his Imees.”

Do you wonder?—Sel.
—_——ge———

"Our churches are full of men and
women who have been on a spiritual |
furlough for a long season. If interro-
gated as to their religious indifference |,
and inactivity, they commence at once
to tell a story of neglect, or slight, .or
gomething worsé, that they have. re-
ceived at the hands of some member of
the church; or possibly the minister
bas not recognized their peculiar gifts
or abilities.”- Usually such statements
have no :foundation -in fact. At the
best they furnish no good and sufiicient

Teggon why any- person sbould negleot |-
doing work for the Master in his king-

dom. “Whaﬁ’ i that to thee? Follow
thou-mme,” Is the word of divine obliga:
tion which the Lord Jesus would utter
'to the many persons who seek to justify |

themselves. with such lnme excuses -—
Zums Heral«t ' :
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