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AN ANSWER ANSWERED 

BY REV. JNO. H. WATSON. 

In the Conservator of May 29th. 
is an article by Rev. J. T. Miller, to 
which, if we did not fear too many 
pens would be puncturing it, we would 
like to submit a brief reply. After 
his first proposition, which is not so 
bad, and which has no logical connec­
tion with what follows, he says: 2nd. 
"Was it not his (man's) transgression 
of that law (God's command) that ex­
posed him to death?'' And he an­
swers, "Certainly not! but a knowl­
edge of good and evil." And he sights 
Genesis 3:22, "And the Lord God 
said, behold the man has become as 
one of us, to know good and evil; and 
now lest he put fourth his hand, and 
take also of the tree of life and live 
forever, etc." 

Now we confess that until we saw 
Brother M.'s article we had always ac­
tually believed that the above text re­
ferred the whole matter back to mean's 
original sin; and not to his knowledge 
of good and evil. But according to 
the brother such knowledge is death 
—temporal- and eternal. But many 
of us who are unskillful in the Word 
have thought, and taught that it is sin 
and sin alone that kills. To us this 
is either a new revelation or a hew 
gospel. Which? 

3rd. Brother M. says: "Could the 
revelation of the way of salvation 
bring eternal death to any one? Cer­
tainly." Certainly not! or else the 
revelation of God's law has damned 
more souls than the gospel ever has 
saved, or ever can save. And what 
is worse, God himself becomes respon­
sible for their eternal undoing. For 
according to the theory of Brother 
Miller, revelation, and not sin, 
is responsible for the eternal loss of 
souls. 

And so again we have all these 
thirty-six years been a blind leader 
of the blind and so both must fall into 
the ditch, for we have ever taught at 
least in harmony with the hymn 
book, sin, not revelation, kills beyond 
the tomb. We have now for the 
first time, learned that the knowl­
edge of good and evil brought 
death into the world and our 
woes. We must take a long breath at 
least to relieve the over wrought ten­
sion of our brain while trying to grasp 
this new and startling idea. And the 
article continues in this strain until it 
reaches a final climax in these words: 
"Thus we see that a revelation of the 
way, or knowledge of salvation, for­
feits eternal life to those who had eter­

nal life before the knowledge of sal­
vation;'' Worse and worse. May we 
ask the brother what Paul means 
when he says, For when the 
Gentiles which have not the law, do 
by nature (the light of nature) the 
things contained in the law, are a law 
unto themselves;" and in the 15th 
verse, "which show the works of the 
law (the law of God) written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts accusing 
or else excusing one another." 

And the same apostle tells us "The 
law was not made for a righteous 
man." But according to Brother M., 
the law was promulgated to kill him 
eternally. In other words, an ungod­
ly sinner has eternal life or salvation 
until the law is published, then he 
d i e s . 

Had Adam no consciousness of guilt 
until he met God face to face? Why 
then did he hide himself? How did 
he know he was naked? What was 
the matter if be was in conscious in­
nocence? Did God have to make 
another revelation before Adam felt 
his guilt? Is a revelation necessary 
to create guilt? If so, why do we send 
missionaries to the heathen? and how 
can we account for the fact that the 
heathen, all, heathen, have in alleges 
and in all climes, been seeking some 
means to appease the wrath of an of­
fended God? 

We know children can ask questions, 
but let the wise answer. It is a maxim 
in logic that that which is absurd 
must be false, hence without attempt­
ing a Scriptural argument we hope 
the reader will see how utterly unten­
able is the position assumed by this 
brother in his Argument. 

And now after commending to this 
brother's consideration, Alexander's 
Evidences of Christianity, and special­
ly the fourth chapters and a careful 
perusal of Butler's Analogy, together 
with a little of Watson's Theology, we 
leave it for other and abler pens to 
discuss the subject on its merits. 

A REUNION. 

BY REV. D. H. SHELLY. 

Wife and I have just returned from 
the Preston Reunion, of which family 
my wife is a member. This gather­
ing occurs every first Saturday in 
June, in Macomb County, Michigan. 
Nearly one hundred met at this meet­
ing. All sizes, and all ages, many 
that were well along in the, seventies, 
and some in the eighties were there. 
Every year something new is devel­
oped. This year a lot of old letters 
were found that dated, back in the 
days when things were much different 

from what they are at present. The 
letters were all written on fools-cap 
paper, and had no envelopes around 
them but they were folded in a square 
form, and sealed with round red seal­
ing wafers. They were written by 
some of the Prestons in Connecticut, 
and sent to the Preston families in 
Michigan. 

One Preston lady (Hatch) from 
Connecticut was present at this union. 
She was great, gr't, gr't, gr't, gr't 
granddaughter of Sir James Saunders 
of England, and great, gr't, gr't, 
granddaughter of General Robert 
Sedgwick, who, was employed by 
Cromwell to expel the French Penob­
scot in 1654. 

One of these letters was written by 
a Freemason, in the days of the Wm. 
Morgan excitement. This writer 
wanted to know what the people in 
Michigan thought of the Morgan 
trouble. He said the excitement was 
great in the East, that Morgan, the 
Freemason, was missing, but no one 
could tell of his whereabouts. 

In another letter religious advice 
was given like this: "I learned that 
you are inclined to Universalism and 
my advice to you is, to leave that 
alone, for it is easier to keep out of 
hell before you are in than to get out 
after you are in." 

If these reunions on earth bring out 
so many by-gone things, what will 
the great reunion in the judgment day 
bring before us. No wonder that it 
is declared in the Word of God that 
some will cry for rocks to fall upon 
them and for mountains to hide them 
from the presence of God. Who shall 
be able to stand in that great day? 
"They that have clean hands and a pure heart. 

VICTORY! 

BY REV. MRS. EMMA BALDWIN. 

Our meeting here on Mill Creek 
Circuit, Wisconsin Conference, has 
been one of the mightiest we have 
ever held when we take into consid­
eration the time of the year, the place 
we had to hold it in, the little sympa­

thy felt for us as a church and the 
opposition of the Liberal preachers, 
not the members, in shutting the two 
churches against us. We had but two 
families entirely on our side. If Bro. 
Sam Annear, as he is called, had not. 
opened his barn and house for the 
meeting it would have been here as 
in many other places — a failure. May 
God raise up many more like him. 
The result is that a new class of 77 
members has been formed, the whole 
country for miles around has been 
awakened, and several who adhered to 


