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The Preacher in Politics.

Recently there was a Itttle flurry in the mu-
nicipal politics of Cincinnati because of a report
circulated that a number of the ministers in
prominent pulpits had determined to ally them-
selves with a confederation of fusionists to
bring in a “reform administration.”” As we
happen to know, the project had never been
formally discussed, and no practical plan, even,
had been seriously put forward; so that the
matter received nnmerited publicity. Never-
theless, the papers seemed quite agitated, and
there were not wanting ‘‘practical” citizens
who let it be plainly understood that they re-
garded a preacher in politics quite as much ount
place as a politician in the pulpit,

But we are not convinced by the sagacity of
their remarks, We admit immediately that, to
discuss partisan politics in the pulpit, on the
Sabbath-day, is an outrageous breach of the
proprieties. But to denounce flagrant evilsin
the city or the nation, to hold up the higher
law of civic righteousness, to exhort people to
cease, as citizens, from doing evil, and to learn
to do well—this is to use legitimately the pro-
phetic function, as did Isaiah, Savanarola, John
Knox, and Henry Ward Beecher. Jesus him-
self gave high example of such application of
truth to public affairs and national morals.

It is possible for preachers to blunder by be-
ing too precipitate and hot-headed. Notevery
minister is called to be a Parkhurst, and before
any assumes the role he must be very certain
of his facts. He must be ready to back up,
with specific proof, every charge he makes.
He must reflect that he invites a long and stub-
born fight with men who will not be overtender
with him, and who are used to handling rough
weapons. He ought not to undertake his cru-
sade unless he feels absolutely ‘“‘pressed”’ to do
so, and unless he believes that he can really ef-
fect some good by his agitation. But there
are times when the prophet of the Lord must
speak out; when he must unite action to speech;
and when to refrain would be inexcusable
cowardice. A preacher must never discuss these
themes simply to furnish a sensation, draw a
crowd and get newspaper notoriety. It must
be undertaken only when it is felt as a solemn,
an inescapable duty.

And we repel with an instinctive feeling of
indignation the insinuation that the minister
has unsexed himself politically; that he is an
“ecclesiastic”—in a separate category by him-
self—neither fish, flesh, nor fowl-—neither man
nor woman, but that nondescript thing “‘a par-
son.” He is aman, and has the rights of a
man. He is a citizen, and has the rights of a
citizen. He is an intelligent patriot, and his
views and actions would seem to be guite as
necessary and beneficial for the country as the
views of the “professionals” of the saloon type.
It is quite considerate in the men who “run
with the 'masheen’” to be so alarmed about
ministers losing their piety and smirching
their purity in the “dirty pool.” Do they
mean to imply that they are already so be-
daubed themselves that more or less mud in
addition on their persons will not much matter?
They express thefuselves as perfectly willing to
run the political end of the city and State, and
hint loudly tothe preachers that they look after
the religious end, run prayer-meetings during
the week, and preach ‘‘the simpleé gospel”—
save the mark!—on Sunday. But we have not
so learned Christ. He took a hand, both gen-
erally and specificaliy, in the affairs of Jerusa-
lem and Palestine.

The Rev. Dr. B. R. Wilburn, of Portsmouth,
QOhio, has well stated the whole case in these
stirring words contained in a letter to the press:
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““The preacherin politics.’ Well, what of
it? He is a man and an American citizen. The
one hundred and eleven thousand American
preachers are intelligent, cultured, physically
and mentally the peers of any other profession,
and loyal to our institutions. They know as
much about the origin, development, and his-
tory of our social and political institutions as
the average practical politician knows. DBut
few men can tell more than they about our civil
institutions, our foreign relations, trade con-
ditions, Monroe doctrine, free trade, gold stand-
ard, sociological problems, political economy,
and National and municipal polity. They are
loyal and patriotic, as the roll of the Grand
Army and roster of the army during the Span-
ish-American War will show. ‘If any one
present can show just why this class of loyal,
intelligent American citizens may not be Re-
publicans, Democrats, Prohibitionists, or Popu-
lists, ‘let him now speak, or forever afterwards
hold his peace.” "—Western Christian Advocate.

The Pastor and Responsibility.

And so to the pastors now and to come, to
those who are already in the thick of the fight,
and to those who are preparing to enter when
God shall permit them to do so, I have this to
say of our responsibility in arousing God’s peo-
ple to the importance of the subject that lies
before us. If our modern missionary move-
ment proves a failure, Jesus Christ will hold us
ministers accountable; for He has given to us
a place of leadership and power, and He called
us into that position, not to be scholars, not to
be eloquent, not to find rich places for life,
but to spend all our energies in working for
that which lies closest to His bleeding heart,
the saving of the souls of the millions who are
lost. No man in all this world assumes a posi-
tion of such great responsibility as that of the
pastor when he enters upon his work of the
ministry. As the executive of the local church
he stands at the head of the individual con-
gregation as a leader. As the executive of the
great commission he stands next to his Lord.
Thus as the bishop of souls the pastor is the
missionary middleman, entrusted by Jesus
Christ with the spread of the commerce of the
Gospel. Now, the layman is entrusted with the
stewardship of facts and forces And if the
world is not brought to the knowledge of Jesus
Christ in this generation. it will be because the
ministers of God have been derelict in their
duty, and have failed in dispensing to their
churches, and through them to the world, the
facts and forces that have been committed to
them by the great Head of the Church.—Reyv.
J. Millard, D. D., at Toronto Students’ Conven-
tion.
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Original Anecdote of Rev. John Wesley.
[ABSTRACT FROM THE ITINERANT OF 1831.]

At an annual conference over which Mr.
Wesley presided, he opened the session by
asking the nsual questions, as to whetherthere
were any objections to the moral and religious
character of the preachers or any charge
against any of them for neglect of duty or want
of adaptation to their circnit work.

In calling the names he omitted his own and
his brother Charles, when Rev. John Allen, a
highly respected preacher, rose and said ‘“‘he
objected to the course pursued by the President
in not calling his own name and that of his
brother Charles.”” This was the first time Mr.
Wesley's conduct had been called in question
in the conference, and his high church prin-
ciples instantly took fire and he replied with
great warmth that ‘“he would not submit to be
examined by his prcachers.” Mr. Allen said:
“Then, sir, I have done,” and sat down.

The greatest stillness and astonishment now
pervaded the conference.

Mr. Wesley recollecting  himself, said;
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“‘Brother Allen, bave you any chargé against
meP”  Mr. Allen said: *I have.” ‘“I'hen,’
said Mr. Wesley, “I will begin at the begin:
ning,” and proceeded to call his own nameé.
All eyes were now turned toward Mr. Allen,
who arose and said: “I have sométhing in the
form of a charge to prefer against you, sir,
namely, you have promised a number of times
to visit my circuit and have failed to do so, to
the great grief of many of my people, who
would greatly love to see you.” Mr. Allen
had hardly spoken these words when the clock,
which was to regulate the hour for meals, an-
nounced the breakfast hour, and after a few
moments of prayer, the eonfereace adjourned
to a later hour. During the time of breakfast
Mr. Wesley withdrew, and when he re-entered
the room he appeared to be lost in a forest of
thought, from which it seemed difficult to
arouse him; his wonted fires did not seem to
glow with their usual fervor. Returning to the
conference room, after singing ard prayer, he
requested Mr. Allen to stand up, and said:
“Brother Allen, I beg your pardon, God’s par-
don, and the pardon of my brethren for the im-
proper warmth into which I have been be-
trayed.” He then said he was accountable to
his brethren like all the rest, stating, in con-
clusion, that the difficulty in question arose
from circumstances over which he bad no con-
trol, and asked the brethren to unite with him
in prayer. The whole conference was affected
even to tears.—Baltimore Methodist.

Did you ever organize a church?
ever establish a new preaching point? Did you
ever erect a church building? Did you ever
increase the membership of any church of which
you were pastor, except according to its natur-
al social growth?—If not, why are you so se-
vere in your condemnation of brethren who do
not agree with your missionary didactics?
Prove your doctrines by your own missionary
success.—Herald of Gospel Liberty.

Did you

“Incurable’’ Heart Disease Soon Cured.

During the last two or three years very great
improvements have been made in the treat-
ment of the different kinds and stages of heart
disease, Cases formerly considered incurable
now rapidly recover under the new treatment.
The well-known specialist, Franklin Miles,
M. D, LL. B., will send a course of his New
Special Treatment free to any afilicted reader
as a trial who will recommend it when cured.

This liberal offer is to demonstrate the great
superiority of his new system of treating heart
troubles, such as short breath, pain in the side,

oppression in the chest, irregular pulse, palpi-
tation, smothering spells, puffing of the ankles
or dropsy.

They are the result of twenty-five years of
careful study, extensive research, and remark-
able success in treating weak, dilated, enlarged
rheumatic, fatty or neuralgiac hearts. Fach
one requires a different treatment.

The treatments are carefully selected for
each patient, as regards their age, weight, and
stage of each kind of heart disease. All
afflicted persons should avail themselves of this
liberal offer. No death comes more nnexpec-
tedly than that from heart disease.

The eminent Rev. W. Bell, D. D., of Dayton, Ohio,
General Secretary of Foreign Missions, writes editor-
ially in the State Sunday School Union: “We desire to
state that from personal acquaintance we know Dr.
Miles to be a most skillful specialist, a man who has

spared neither labor nor moeney to keep himself abreast
of the great advancement in medical science.”

Rev. J. W. Stokesbury, of Fallport, Mo., had head,
heart, stomach troubles, and nervous prostration.
Three physicians failed to help him. He writes, “I
regard myself cured.”

A thousand references to, and testimonials from
Bishops, Clergymen, Bankers, Furmers, and their wives
will be sent free on request. These include many who
have been cured after from five to fifteen physi-
cians and professors had pronounced them “Incur-
able.”” Among them are H. A. Groce, 504 Mountain St ,
Llgin, IL; Mrs. Sophie Snowberg, No. 282 21st., Ave., 8.
Minneapolis, Minn.; Mrs. A. P. Colburn, Blessing, Ia.;
Mrs. M. B. Morelan, Rogers, O., and the presidents of
two medical colleges, ete.

Send at once to Dr. Franklin Miles, Dept. 11,
207 to 211 State St., Chicago, 111., for free book
and free treatment before it is too late,
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