
The Dedication of the Temple. I Kings
8: 1-11, 62, 63.

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13, 1903.
The idea of a temple which should take the

place of the movable tabernacle when Israel
had ceased to move was probably in the minds
of the pe6ple long before David's time. Indeed
there are indications (I Chron. 26: 25-28) that
"a fund consecrated to the future temple had
been accumulating since the days of Samuel,"
Practically, however, there was no real move-
ment or clearly defined purpose until the idea
found fitting soil in David's mind and grew up
to master him. To prepare for the building
of the house of the Lord, which was to be "ex-
ceeding magnifical," was the passion of David's
latter years, and when Solomon came to the
throne he found awaiting him the plans for the
building, the treasure to build it and a solemn
injunct ion from his father to undertake the
work as a commission from the Lord. The
best word to be spoken of Solomon is that he
accepted the task as a religious duty, and that
the temple was built not only in the name of
religion, but in a religious manner.

As for the temple itself there is little to be
added to the description furnished us by the
inspired writers. It is useless to undertake to
form any conception of its appearance. That
the Scriptures do not give us the information
needed to form a mental picture of it is evident
from the fact that no two models that archi-
tects have made from the specifications fur-
nished are alike. Opinions vary also as to the
magnificence of the structure. By many it has
been regarded as the most splendid edifice
ever erected. Others have declared it un-
worthy of comparison with the magnificent
temples of Assyria, Babylon or Egypt. Per-
haps it is nearer the truth to say that for size
the temple proper was insignificant, while for
magnificence it was unequalled by any relig-
ious edifice in the world. As for its size it
should be remembered that it was built for
God alone and not for a worshipping congre-
gation; the congregation stood without. There
was no need that the building which contained
the holy of holies should be large; though the
buildings and courts around the temple proper
necessarily covered a great space.

But whatever the critics may think of it
Jehovah himself was pleased with it—as we
shall learn from the story of the dedication
which we are now to study.

THE HEART OF THE LESSON.

Among the luminous days which came to the
children of Israel in their long and somewhat
somber life, none perhaps brought more joy
than the day of the dedication of Solomon's
temple. It was a day of high thoughts and
thrilling experiences. Low indeed must have
been the Israelite whose soul was not stirred to
its depths, and who was not conscious of a
great uplifting. As for Solomon, it was the
high day of his life. The great work for which
he had a divine commission was at last fin-
ished, and heaven was smiling upon him. He
fairly trembled with pious emotion, and his joy
could hardly have been greater if he had known
that at that supreme moment, when he stood
"before the altar of the Lord in the presence
of all the congregation of Israel and spread
forth his hands toward heaven," he was for
once the true type of that greater Son of David
who was yet to come.

It was something more than grand ceremony
and dazzling display, and inspiring music that
th r i l l ed the hearts of the people as they were
never thrilled before. At last the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob had a house among them,
and no longer sojourned in a tent. At last
they felt sure that their wanderings were at an
end, and they were settled forever. As they
looked upon the foundations of the temple

they felt that Israel could never be moved.
Henceforth they would have a center toward
which all the tribes would look and around
which they would be united. One temple
meant one God, one religion, one people.
Henceforth it would be easier to keep to-
gether, to keep separate from the heathen
world, and to keep from idols; for they had a
sanctuary of their own, and what was infinitely
better than idols, the presence of Jehovah him-
self.

All this and much more did the people see
before them, and all this and much more would
have come to them if they had gone straight
ahead. This is one lesson for us; if our high-
est dreams are not realized it is not because
our dreams are too high, but because our every-
day aims are so much lower than our dedica-
tion-day dreams

But that which excites the deepest emotion
was the acceptance of the gift by Jehovah, and
the wonderful supernatural display which as-
sured the people that he had taken possession
of it. It is here that our interest also reaches
the highest point, for we w a n t to know how
we can dedicate to the Lord our temple not
made with hands, so that he will accept it, and
in accepting it kindle the fire on the altar of
our hearts.

The temple was a free-will offering.
The people did not come together to pre-

sent to the Lord a house which they had been
taxed to build against their wi l l , nor to make
him a present with an eye to future favors
They gave their best, and one's best always
comes from the heart, and comes freely or not
at all. It would be difficult to conceive how
God could accept a gift under any other cir-
cumstances. And yet when we begin to think

of presenting ourselves to the Lord, we are
apt to begin with an eye to business. We are
perfectly willing to present ourselves to him
for a consideration! We want to know what
is the best bargain we can make. And even
when we have given up all thought of a com-
mercial transaction we find ourselves wonder-
ing what sort of a present God will make in
return for that which we have given him "with-
out a consideration." "I'm going to serve the
Lord better and see if crops won't be better."
"I am going to do better anyway, but I hope
the Lord will remember me for it." We are
like little children who will agree to love papa
for a stick of candy and will love him a whole
lot for two sticks. And yet we don't want our
children to love us for two sticks or for two
bushels; we want them to love us freely.
Nothing else will satisfy a father's heart. And
nothing else will satisfy the heart of our Father
in heaven. God does not want to make a trade
with his children; he does not need anything
we can give him in return for anything he can
give us; he wants us, and he wants us to pre-
sent ourselves—to make a present of ourselves
—to him, without a thought of what we may
gain, without so much as thinking whether
there will be gain.

Note, too, that the temple was built for God
alone. The temple proper had no place in it
for any one but God. There was the holy
place, and there was the holy of holies—all
for God; not a closet, not so much as a niche
in the wall for any other divinity. And it was
presented to God for his sole use; God and
God alone was to dwell in it forever. If God
is to come into my heart, I must present it to
him for his sole use. If God is to kindle a
fire on the altar of my heart it must have no
other altar than his.—Pell's Notes.
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