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Choice Selections.
[FROM OUR Exchanges.]

Education—Should It Be Christian?
If you want your nat ion religious, then make

your education religious. It requires no argu-
ment to show that the nation of the future wil l
have no exis tence aside from the children of to-
day. Mothers are now singing their lullaby to
the s ta tesmen of tomorrow. They are to day
holding in their arms those who shall print
our pictures, sing our songs, manage our en-
terprises, preach our sermons, write our epi-
taphs and bui ld our monuments. We are mak-
ing our own hereafter by the way we train our
boys and girls. These facts do not lie within
the domain of controversy. They are self-evi-
dent.

Another fact should be placed alongside of
this, namely, that no nation can long survive,
if resting on a purely intellectual basis. The
finest intellects, when not safe-guarded by re-
ligion, are liable to wreck. Having no moral
ballast they are subject to a hundred winds and
cross currents. They may sail well but they
are never sure of the haven. There must be
some ultimate appeal of conscience. There
must be some standard of right and wrong by
which all equities are to be defined. If an edu-
cated intellect is to be that standard, then you
will have as many standards as you have intel-
lects and their conceptions will be warped by
individual inclination, by preference, prejudice
or even by intellectual training. Every man
thus becomes his own standard and there is no
appeal to a higher law. .

There must, therefore, of necessity, be a
recognized, ultimate standard, a higher author-
ity to which all alike can appeal. That higher
law is the will of God, and this will is found
only in his word. So that, aside from any
moral or spiritual benefit which might accrue
to the individual, the very perpetuity of the na-
tion itself demands religious instruction on the
part of the children. The duty of the nation,
therefore, is, not only to educate, but to edu-
cate religiously, to give proper conceptions of
right and wrong, and to place before the mind
of the child the true standard of appeal in all
such cases.

But there is a duty that arises from another
source—the parental. Parents are instructed
to bring their children up in "the nurture and
admonition of the Lord." One of the highest
tributes ever paid to mortal man was God's es-
timate to Abraham: "For I know him, that he
will command his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord, to do justice and judgment." When God
gave his commandments to Israel he said to all
parents: "Thou shall teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shall talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up." There is no author-
ity for confining this religious instruction to
the home. The child's education is not ended
there, and this instruction is to be carried
wherever the child's education is carried,
whether it be to the public school, the academy,
the college or the university. The command
is: "Thou shall teach them," whether by self
or by proxy. Parental responsibility does not
cease when the child comes under the tutelage
of another.

There is, however, another reason why edu-
cation should be Christian, which if not greater,
is certainly not less than either of the two just
mentioned, and that is the child himself. By
all the laws of God and by all the higher and
nobler instincts of man the child should be in-
structed in the truths of religion, otherwise it

is doomed through life to lose the great end of
life, the higher pleasure and the glory of living,
and is condemned through the lamentable folly
of its guardians—the parents and the state—to
a dark and hopeless eternity. Every instinct of
that child's present and future demands that it
be started right in the great work and mission
of this world.

People nowadays are too much afraid of be-
ing too strict with their children. But it is
this very strictness—not harshness, not cruelty
—that has made the world's best men and wo-
men. It is related of Dr. W. L. Breckenridge

that he once said to his mother: "Mother, I
think you ruled us with too rigid a rod in our
boyhood. It would have been better had you
used gentler methods." The good old mother
straightened herself up and said: "Well Wil-
liam, when you have raised up three as good
preachers as I have then you can talk."—United
Presbyterian.

A man's charity to those who differ from
him upon great and difficult questions will be
in the ratio of his own knowledge of them, the
more knowledge the more charily.—Norman
MacLeod.

ORDER BLANK.
Read Every Word of the Following Instruction?

In ordering supplies be sure to state number of copies
wanted and length of time in plain figures in blank for
same below. Give name of person and post-office to which the
supplies are to be sent. If ordered by a new person say to whom
the supplies were sent the preceding quarter. This will save con-
fusion and facilitate promptness in filling your order. Remember
that to get your literature in ample time for the beginning of
the quarter, your order should be sent one month in advance.
OUR SPECIAL OFFER.—New schools, or those who have never used
our literature, promising to order supplies at least two quarters during the
year, can have their first order filled at ONE-HALF THE REGULAR Price, except
Our Practical Commentary, Leaf Cluster, Little Bible Lesson Cards, Hobart's
S. S. Record and Teacher's Class Book. W. H. CLAY, Agent, Huntington, Ind.
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PERIODICALS.
PRECIOUS GEMS

Is a four-page semi-monthly paper containing
the very best of reading for both old and young.
5 1/2 cents per quarter.

CHEERFUL HOURS
Same style and price as Precious Gems, and is
so arranged that with this and the Gems you
can have a paper every Sunday.

OUR WEE ONES
(Weekly), devoted to the little folks, in which
the lesson is made very plain. 5 cents each per
quarter.

OUR LESSON QUARTERLY
32 pages, and so arranged that the lessons are
made exceptionally plain. 10 or more copies,
10 cents a copy per year. 2 1/2 cents per quarter.

LEAP FORM
Of "OUR LESSON QUARTERLY" at 2 1/2 cents per
quarter. Entire lesson on each leaf and can be
cut out for callers, or those who fail to bring
their quarterlies, without losing the remainder
of the lessons; or they can be used as the regular
Quarterly. When it is desired that we cut the
leaves so state it, otherwise they are sent bound
similar to the Quarterly.

OUR INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY
32 pages, and is especially arranged for scholars
from six to sixteen years of age. 2 cents each
per quarter.

OUR TEACHER'S QUARTERLY
64 pages, and is considered the most complete
teacher published. Single copy 40 cents a
year. 10 cents per quarter.

LEAF CLUSTER—22x28
Is arranged in chart form, with a descriptive
picture and golden text for each Sunday litho-
graphed in fine colors. Per quarter, 75 cents.

LITTLE BIBLE LESSON CARDS
Contain the lesson on one side and the Golden
Text and a bright, illustrative picture on the
other. One set contains 13 cards—enough to
give a scholar one card for every Sunday for
the quarter. Price 2 1/2 cents per set.

OUR PRACTICAL COMMENTARY
Contains the lessons for the entire year, includ-
ing maps and blackboard illustrations. Nicely
bound in cloth, 60 cents a year.

HOBART'S SUNDAY-SCHOOL RECORD
[Condensed.] For superintendents or secre-
taries. Printed on fine thick paper, hand-
somely bound. Price, 50 cents.

THE S. S. TEACHER'S CLASS BOOK
Adapted to a year's record. 10 cents each; 75
cents per dozen.
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Send order as per above for the
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POSTOFFICE,

COUNTY, STATE,

THE AMOUNT INCLOSED FOR SAME IS $
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