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N o t e s , a n d C o m m e n t s . 

Our lives are but a holding, lent 
To a mighty service. We are one 

With heaven and the stars when they are spent. 
To do God's will. Else, die we with the sun. 

— George Meredith. 

The Great American Despotism. 

In the interest of reform and for the 
purpose of opening the eyes of our read­
ers to the terrible state of things in Utah 
under the dominance of the Mormon 
church we give the greater part of our 
first page this week to the following edi¬
torial extracts from the Salt Lake Tribune 
of January 25th, 1905, a gentile paper 
published in the Mormon capital: 

Twelve men met in solemn conclave in Salt 
Lake City. Their session was a private one. 
They had been invited separately by one of the 
most prominent men of this community. No 
one among them knew whom he was to meet. 
They were representative Gentiles and included 
some of the strongest, ablest and wealthiest 
men of this community. 

The subject laid before them for their consid­
eration was, tersely stated as follows: 

"What can the Gentiles of Utah do to protect 
themselves against the power of the hierarchy 
of the Mormon church? And what shall the 
Gentiles of Utah do to advise the Senate Com­
mittee on Privileges and Elections of the ac­
tual situation here, so that the country may 
know our needs and may protect us from the 
dangers which environ us?" 

It was first submitted and agreed to as a state 
of facts that: 

"As now utilized, statehood is but a protec­
tion to the Mormon hierarchy, in its establish­
ment of a theocratic kingdom under the flag of 
the Republic. 

"The hierarchy holds itself superior to con­
stitution and to law. 

"It is spreading plural marriage and plural 
marriage practice throughout the ranks of the 
church. 

"Through its agents, it dominates the politics 
of this State, and of every county and city 
the state: and its power is spreading to other 
common-wealths. 

"It exerts such sway over officers of the law 
that the hierarchy and its favorites cannot be 
touched by the hand of justice. 

"It is master of State Legislature and of.Gov­
ernor.. 

"By means of its immense collection of tithes 
and its large investments in. commercial and 
financial enterprises it dominates every line of 
business in Utah except mines and rail roads; 
arid these latter it materially influences by 
means of its control oyer Mormon labor and by 
its control of legislation and franchises. 

"It holds nearly every Gentile merchant and 
nearly every Gentile professional man at its 
vengeance, by its influences over the patronage 
which he must have in order to be successful. 

"It corrupts every Gentile who is affected by 
either fear or venality, and makes of him a part 
of its power to play the autocrat in Utah and 
to deceive the country as to its purposes and 
its operations. 

"Every Gentile who refuses to testify at its 
request and in its behalf becomes a marked and 
an endangered man in the community. It re­
wards and punishes at its pleasure. And the 
Gentiles who have gone to Washington to tes­
tify for Smoot are aware of this fact. 

"Unless the Gentiles of Utah shall soon be 
protected by the power of the United States 
they will either suffer ruin or exile at the hands 
of the hierarchy." 

"After these statements were accepted as the 
view of the twelve Gentiles who were present, 
it was decided to confer with other leading 
Gentiles of the community; to hold a mass 
meeting in one of the. large auditoriums; to 
adopt a set of resolutions embodying the above, 
and to forward the same to Washington, as a 
protest against the testimony of Gentiles in the 
Smoot case, and as an appeal for help. 

Every man approved the foregoing declara­
tion of facts and approved the method by which 
the protest was to be sent to the world; and 
yet not one of the men present would consent 
to offer the resolutions or to speak in support 
of them. 

Every man present recognized the fact that 
if the evil were not met and conquered now, it 
would grow too large for resistance, and that 
another generation would find itself hopelessly 
enslaved; every father felt that the prospects of 
his own children were at stake — that they 
would be bond or free by the issue of this con­
flict; and yet no man dare to throw down the 
gauntlet to the Mormon church hierarchy. 

The merchant knew that his patronage would 
be made to vanish in a night; he would lose the. 
power to meet his obligations in the world; and 
he did not dare to invite this destruction. The 
professional man knew that not only could and 
would the hierarchy take from him all Mormon 
patronage — but, if he were a lawyer, it could 
destroy his hopes of Gentile patronage by mak­
ing him and his clients so unpopular with 
courts and juries that to employ him would be 
to invite defeat. The mining man knew that 
the hierarchy could direct legislation against 
him; might possibly influence courts, and could 
assuredly influence jurors to his disaster And 
so it went through the range of the Gentiles 
who were present. 

There is not one word of exaggeration in all 
the foregoing. It is presented to the American 
people for their consideration. Utah State­
hood is a tyranny for all who do not serve the 
Mormon church. 

Will the government of the United States 
help us? Will the American people protect us 
and demand justice for us? 

In the name of all that is glorious in our his­
tory, in the name of humanity, we appeal for 
help. 

Indiana Legislation. 
The legislature of Indiana in its late 

session passed the following bills in the 
line of moral reforms: A bill improving 
the temperance law of the state, a bill 
prohibiting the sale, the handling and 
the use of cigarettes, a bill prohibiting 
the use of passes over railroads, and 
they refused to pass a bill to abolish the 
law which prohibits the playing of base 
ball on Sunday. Governor Hanly not 
only signed these bills, but he urged 
their passage, and if we may judge him 
by what he said in a recent interview, 
he will do his part to see that these and 
other bills, now become law, shall be 
enforced. He said: 

I have an old-fashioned idea that the laws 
are passed to be enforced and not merely for 
the fun of the thing. I have not instructed 
the boards of metropolitan police commis­
sioners, or the police departments of any city, 
but I suppose they see the writing on the wall 
and understand from what I have said on the 
subject of enforcement of the laws that it must 
be done. I propose to tell them that the law's 
must be enforced as long as they remain on 
the statute books. 

True Civilly and Ecclesiastically. 
The Independent of last week, in dis­

cussing the hitch between President 
Roosevelt and the United States Senate, 
asserts what is certainly true in both civil 
and ecclesiastical government. It says: 

If we are ready to permit an executive, how­
ever wise and patriotic he individually may be, 
to govern, informally, as his own will may dic­
tate, and in disregard of plain provisions of law, 
we are ready to surrender the reality of. consti­
tutional government. 

A Sensible Charge. 
The following sensible charge was de­

livered by Judge Martin to a Georgia 
grand jury a few days ago and should 
be enforced in every state of the Union. 

I charge you that society people, be they 
male or female, who form social clubs and 
meet from time to time at the homes of the 
members and play whist, progressive euchre, 
flinch, bunco or any other game with cards or 
like devices for valuable prizes purchased with 
funds to which the players have contributed, 
are as much guilty of violating the law against 
gambling as the veriest plebeians who hover 
around a knot-wood fire and play seven up, or 
poker, or skin, for the paltry pennies and 
nickels, and the person knowingly permitting 
such playing at his or her house is as guilty 
of the offense of keeping and maintaining a 
gambling house as is the proprietor of a den 
in some back alley where gambling is practiced. 
It is not less criminal to play for a silver card 
case than for a plain silver dollar as it comes, 
from the mint. 



Communications. 

a The Christian Conservator March 8, 1905. 

Flaws. 
A. H. STOW. 

As tower bold, through years untold, 
All gray with age, still scorned times blast, 

Though rock it seemed, had flaw undreamed, 
That lay it low — a wreck at last, — 

So Amram's child through desert wild, 
For God seemed staunch as rock bound strand, 

fiat flaw laid low, his hope to know, 
The joy of entering Canaan's land. 

Who then can win, if one lone sin, 
Stands thwart this way to heaven's gate? 

Our works are vain to cleanse the stain, 
No earth-born deeds can justice sate. 

"Tis Christ alone can heal, atone, 
His love each wrong will take away, 

When wholly healed, each child is sealed, 
To flawless life mid endless day. 

Jabez Praying for Holiness. 
REV. E. L. DAY. 

The Old Testament abounds in beauti­
ful lessons and historical accounts having 
a spiritual significance. The prayers of 
the Old Testament are sublime in their 
simplicity and scope. In the 1st Chron­
icles 4:10 is a model prayer. The 9th 
and 10th verses read: "And Jabez was 
more honorable than his brethren; and 
his mother called his name Jabez, saying, 
'because I bare him with sorrow.' " 
"And Jabez called on the God of Israel, 
saying, 'Oh that thou wouldest bless me 
indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that 
thine hand might be with me, and that 
thou wouldest keep me from evil that it 
may not grieve me!' And God granted 
him that which he requested." 

Just a thought before we go to the 
prayer proper. When Jabez was born 
his mother called him Jabez (sorrowful) 
because she bare him with sorrow. Jabez's 
mother is a type of a pentecostal church 
bringing spiritual children to the birth. 
Hannah prayed much and wept before 
the Lord before she could bring Samuel 
to the birth. Paul says, "My little chil­
dren of whom I travail in birth again 
* * * " "When zion travails she shall 
bring forth," while not strictly a Bible 
quotation is nevertheless true. 

If ever we are to have a genuine 
heaven-sent awakening it will not come 
through a giggling, happy-go-lucky, 
oyster-stewing, pleasure seeking mem­
bership. Instructors are many but 
fathers and mothers are few. Read the 
first six verses of the 6th chapter of 
Amos and see what an accurate picture 
of the average church of to-day. They 
are a. jolly set. But they are not grieved 
for the affliction of Joseph." But, to re­
turn to Jabez. This prayer is really a 
heart cry for holiness. Notice that the 
9th verse tells us that Jabez was more 
honorable than his brethren. They were 
honorable, but he was more honorable, 
Now, I would like to have it "writ 
large" that, he who is a candidate for 
holiness is more honorable than his 

brethren. What we mean is that he must 
manifest more piety than the average 
professor about him. We are sometimes 
accused of belittling regeneration in 
order to make room for sanctification. The 
accusation is without foundation in fact. 
I am convinced by observation that no 
other class of people hold the standard 
of justification as high as the holiness 
people do. The lowest state of grace 
possible is one of victory over sin. See 
1st Ju. 8-9. 

The man who is making "many 
crooked steps" and "leaving undone 
many things he ought to do and doing 
many things he ought not" is not a 
candidate for holiness. Put that down 
in your memorandum. He who is a 
candidate for holiness is walking in all 
the light he has and has a hungry heart. 
As a child of God his will is always right 
with God. He wills to know and do 
God's will. But back of the will there 
is a vast field in his nature from which 
spring envy, jealousy, anger, lust, etc. 
Read Mark 7:21, 22. 

Jesus mentions thirteen evil streams 
having their source in the heart. Be­
tween these internal foes and the will 
there are frequent clashes. Deny it as we 
may, the fact remains in every man's 
consciousness. It is like Banquos ghost, 
it will not down. The writer has had 
dozens of dear ones stoutly maintain that 
they were sanctified wholly when they 
were converted and yet they would get 
as mad as a hornet while telling it. 

Jabez prays, "Oh that thou wouldest 
bless me indeed!" Holiness is the indeed 
blessing. How much is meant by that 
word I Paul says, "Reckon yourselves 
to be dead indeed. The "old man" is 
good at playing opossum. It may be 
"all quiet along the Potomac" for some 
time and we may congratulate ourselves 
that we are making good progress, when 
suddenly, as Bud Robinson says, "Some­
thing in our heart gets up and turns 
over" and we find the "told man still do­
ing business (or attempting it) at the 
"old stand." 

The writer recalls many instances in 
his own life, when impatience struggled 
within for the mastery and, in a few 
cases, he actually got mad. Then to the 
secret closet in tears and cries for pardon 
and humble confession to wife or child. 
But, glory to our God, we prayed the 
prayer of Jabez and got the indeed bless­
ing. Our humble testimony is that we 
don't feel impatience in our heart any 
more. Of course, the devil is not dead, 
nor. even sick. Sanctification does not 
kill Satan, but it does destroy his child. 
1st Ju. 3-8. The second clause in his 
prayer was, "and enlarge my coast." 
Every family in Israel received an in­
heritance in Canaan and it was natural 
to desire that inheritance enlarged. God 
had told them that every place they set 
the soles of their feet should be theirs, so 

that if they were cramped in their quar­
ters it was their own fault. 

A man bought a piece of land of some 
Indians. He was to have all he could 
walk around in a certain length of time. 
He probably did not loiter much. God 
says to us in the words of the father to 
the elder brother who stayed at home, 
"A l l that I have is thine." We are 
"joint heirs with Jesus." The Word 
says, "Ye are complete in him.'' Read 
Ps. 119:32, 2nd Cor. 6:13 about being 
enlarged; also 2nd Cor. 3-18 as to the 
manner and extent — "From glory to 
glory." The third clause—" And that 
thine hand might be with me." This 
is, in substance, a prayer for the Holy 
Ghost under the figure of power. Hand, 
in the Bible, in a number of places, is 
power. In one place the expression, 
"power of the tongue," literally ren­
dered, is "the hand of the tongue." 
Jesus says, "ye shall receive power after 
that the holy ghost is come upon you." 
There is a marked difference between a 
man's preaching before and after he re­
ceives the holy ghost. When the holy 
spirit comes in there is a glad conscious­
ness that he is strangely undergirded by 
a power he did not have before. It some­
how gives an authority. He speaks not 
as the scribes. When a spirit-filled man 
preaches you feel somehow that that 
message is not to be trifled with. 

The last clause, "and that thou would­
est keep me from evil, that it may not 
grieve me." He had gotten to the point 
where he could no longer bear the con­
scious inward unfitness and lack of con­
formity to the divine image. How many 
times he had wept in secret over his in­
ward lapses! And, reader so have you, 
and so have I. We don't mean merely 
our mistakes nor our actual sins, but 
over that moral uncleanness of which we 
were conscious at times. We could keep -
the voluntary life pretty well under hand, 
but oh, that involuntary life! It was a 
sort of slumbering volcano and kept us 
in constant dread. But, hallelujah for­
ever. There is a remedy, and Jabez 
found it. How like the winding up of 
this 10th verse is the 24th verse of the 
5th chapter of 1st Thessalonians! "And 
God granted him that which he re­
quested.'' Reader, have you found it?" 

How to Conserve the Results of Re­
vivals. 

REV. A. X. HARRISON. 

How we may best conserve the results 
of revivals is a problem that confronts us 
all the while. 

It takes a great deal of effort and per­
severance to promote a revival and even 
more to conserve the results. To pro­
mote a revival and then do little or noth­
ing to conserve the results, is nearly, if 
not quite, worse than to have no revival 
at all. 

Converts drifting immediately, or mak­



ing shipwreck of faith in a short time, 
are a telling influence, hard to contend 
with in promoting a revival in the same 
place again. 

The world is inclined to be even more 
skeptical about a religion that lasts only 
a "fortnight'' with those that have pro­
fessed it in their community. We know 
it to be a fact, however, that converts 
left to themselves will invariably fall by 
the way. The lamb, unless it is fed, 
sheltered and cared for, will certainly 
perish. So will the lamb in the fold of 
Christ. 

How can we best do this? 
1st. The church and pastor must har­

monize. There must be confidence and 
a working together. The responsibility 
of the pastor is great and he can do 
much to conserve the results of a revival. 

However, if there is not proper har­
mony between pastor and people, he may 
toil as he may and yet not see the desire 
of his heart. Here often lies the diffi­
culty, in getting an evangelist to hold 
the meeting and crowding the pastor 
aside so that he does not keep the proper 
influence with the church and converts. 
When the evangelist is gone there is a 
want of harmony and confidence between 
pastor and people. 

The pastor must then go about to es­
tablish harmony and confidence and it 
may be quite difficult, if not impossible, 
to do so. The danger is not in having 
an evangelist, but in the influence of the 
pastor being detracted from. The pas­
tor should keep hold of the reins of the 
meeting. He can scarcely afford to do 
otherwise. Too much is at stake. If he 
has no influence with converts he cannot 
hold them after the meeting is over and 
the evangelist gone. He should not only 
hold the reins, but should enter actively 
into the meeting. He cannot afford to 
do otherwise. 

There is always work enough for 
preacher and evangelist in a successful 
revival and both may work in harmony. 
The pastor thus becomes an indispensi part of the meeting and has an influence 
after the meeting is over. Evangelists 
who are not willing that the pastor 
should have equal influence with them­
selves do the cause hurt. We are deal­
ing with this question because it is a dif­
ficulty that often presents itself, and be­
cause of having had some experience. 
Where a pastor holds his meeting with­
out an evangelist he, of course, will have 
the necessary influence, but it is often 
expedient to have an evangelist and we 
should not be indifferent to the best 
means in promoting a revival in a com­ munity, as well as the best means to 
conserve the results of one. Jesus said 
unto Peter, "Feed my lambs." To hold 
Converts we must feed them. They are 
not ready to eat the strong meat. They 
must be fed with the "sincere milk of 
the word." 

When we have converts to preach to 
we ought to tone down our preaching to 
their digestive organs. The older ones 
of the flock can well afford to eat a 
lighter diet for a while or even to go a 
little hungry for the sake of keeping the 
lambs of the flock. If we neglect to 
feed them we may expect that they will 
starve. 

Converts should be put to work, and 
kept" at work. As soon as converted 
they should be urged to speak and pray 
and to assume responsibility. Converts 
that take hold and do work for the mas­
ter always prove to be the most endur­
ing. We are so constituted that we need 
exercise spiritually as well as physically 
in order to grow. 

Converts may not see the necessity of working, but it must be placed before 
them in every way possible to get them 
to see the necessity. We will not be 
clear until we. have done this. Converts 
should be invited to join the church. 
When we hold a meeting we have a right 
to expect that converts will unite with us 
as a church. Some plead that they 
should be left alone to go where they 
choose in church relationship. We be­
lieve this to be a mistake. To be sure 
we may sometimes get members into the 
church that are not in harmony with our 
principles, but it is only the exception 
and not the rule. We will be able to 
reap but little from our efforts in meet­
ings, unless we succeed in getting converts 
into the church. The greatest majority 
of converts that stay outside the pales of 
the church backslide or drift away. We 
need to get them info the church then 
where they will feel at home and feel 
some responsibility. 

Prayer meetings and class meetings 
are among the best means for conserving 
the results of revivals. The meetings 
should be full of life. Where such meet­
ings are held there is something to help 
converts, and they will be attracted to 
such meetings. The minister and the 
class leader should make every effort to 
have such meetings. We are losing 
more ground than we can possibly gain 
in places because of failure along this 
line. Members, class leaders, and even 
ministers fail to attend prayer-meeting as 
they should. In my estimation the mid­
week prayer-meeting is almost as im­
portant as the preaching service on Sun­
day. 

The old-fashioned class-meeting on 
Sunday is not so fashionable now-days. However nothing is offered in place of it. 
A church that will keep up its prayer 
and class meetings is the one that will 
grow stronger and more spiritual and 
at the same time be able to hold converts. 
Converts need to be borne with and en­
couraged a great deal, not only by the 
pastor and the class leader, but by the 

church,. Charity covers a multitude of 
sins. But how little charity you often 

have for young converts! If they fall by the way, we say it is just about what 
I expected, instead of helping them to 
get up again by encouragement, praying 
for them and so forth. The church 
should exhibit the spirit of Christ on this 
line. 

He was ready to forgive, not seven 
times only, but seventy times seven, 
which meant to always forgive. 

Another means of holding converts is 
by frequent calls and visitations and by 
showing an interest in their welfare, both 
spiritual and physical. These are among 
the most common means that may be 
used to conserve the results of revivals. 
They will no doubt apply to most all 
cases. 

The Holy Spirit is indispensable in 
conserving the results of revivals, as 
well as in promoting them, hence we 
should continually pray to be led and 
filled by the Spirit. May the Master so 
give us wisdom and grace that we may 
be effective in winning souls to Jesus and 
in holding them to the church. 

Plagiarism. 
REV. S. S. SIMS. 

Plagiarism, according to Webster, is 
the act of using other men's literature 
as one's own or preaching another man's 
sermon and putting it off as one's own 
production. There has been a good 
deal said and written on this subject 
and there is still occasion for further re­
marks' upon it. Not long since the 
First Congregational church of a certain 
city, was without a pastor. A number 
of candidates were heard, two of whom 
preached the same sermon. It was 
evident to those haying a good memory 
that there was no mistake as to the fact 
that each of the candidates used a ser­
mon which was not his own. So far as 
it appears, neither of them was ever 
aware of the striking coincidence. Their 
object was to make the impression that 
they were able preachers, and would 
meet the demand of the pulpit, the pas­
tor of which would receive $2,000. 
They did their best to secure the coveted 
position. Both, however, failed to win 
the prize. It is very astonishing that 
any man will run the risk of being de­
tected in the business of using other 
men's sermons, No one can plagiarize 
to any great extent, while in the capacity 
of a pastor, without being detected. 
He thereby hazards his reputation as a 
thinker, and an honest man to a very 
dangerous degree, because he is likely 
to have persons in his congregations 
who will detect the deception he is 
practicing and he deserves exposure. 
Preachers who cannot walk without the 
aid of borrowed crutches are too feeble to 
sustain any important charge long. 
Preachers who parade in stolen clothes 
will soon disclose an awkward misfit and 
an ungraceful carriage. The workman 
that need not be ashamed will gather 
material from all available sources, but 
he will be the forger of his own nails 
and the weaver of his own fabric. The 
man who cannot, or will not do that, is 
not fit for the minis try . A minister 
once notified his people that he was 
going to preach one of Rev. Talmage's 
sermons and after he was through they 
requested him to continue to preach 
Talmage's sermons. 



Editorials 

Let Us Have More Prayer. 
We are thoroughly convinced that 

one cause of the weakness and ineffici­
ency of individual Christians and 
churches is the neglect of prayer. Christ 
said, "that men ought always to pray 
and not to faint;" "Watch ye therefore, 
and pray always." Paul urges the 
Romans to "continue instant in prayer;" 
the Ephesians to "pray with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit;" the 
Colossians to "continue in prayer;" 
the Thessalonians to "pray without 
ceasing," and to the Philippians he 
said; "In every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God." 
Luther was wont to say that he had so 
much to do that he could not get along 
without two or three hours of prayer 
each day. Christ himself often prayed 
and sometimes remained in prayer all 
night. Jacob wrestled in prayer until 
he obtained the blessing he sought. 
And the most efficient workers in every 
age of the church have been those who 
spent much time in their closets and on 
their knees in communion with God. 

The preacher that prays most over 
the Word will get the clearest insight 
into its deeper and fuller revela­
tions. ' Like chemical reagents upon the 
palimsest manuscripts, a few tears over 
the Word will help to bring out its 
hidden meaning. 

The preacher that prays most for the 
salvation of his people will witness the 
greatest revivals and will bring in with 
him, when the laborers are called from 
the field, the greatest number of 
sheaves. The Christian that prays 
most in secret will pray best in public 
and exert the best influence over com­
munity. He who prays without ceas­
ing will have an abiding "peace that 
f lows like a river." 

The church that has the most praying-

members will have the most real con­
verts and will raise the most money for 
the spread of the kingdom. The great 
need of the church to-day is more 
preachers and more people that "pray 
without ceasing and in every thing give 
thanks." 

Reader, how much do you pray? Not 
how often or how long, but how much? 
Going through the form of prayer is not 
necessarily praying. "The fervent, ef­
fectual prayer of the righteous availeth 
much," and this alone. 

Have Faith in God. 
There come times in the development 

of every Christian life and in the history 
of every righteous movement when 
seemingly the only thing left to do is to 
trust in God and go forward, although 
insuperable difficulties seem to beset the 
way. The stories; of Abraham offering 
up Isaac in whom inhered the promise; 
of Jacob surrendering his darling Ben­
jamin to be carried down into Egypt; 
of the children of Israel at the Red Sea, 
standing still to see the salvation of God; 
of Elijah in the cave at Horeb; of Daniel 
when the decree was signed against him; 
of Paul in his missionary tours; of 
Washington in the days of the Revolu­
tion, and of Lincoln in the days of the 
Rebellion — these are all remarkable ex­
amples of such times. Such times test 
the strength of our characters and our 
loyalty to the cause espoused, and many, 
under such circumstances, falter and 
fail. But to men of character and con­
viction, such times but furnish the op­
portunity for showing their real worth 
and their manly integrity. 

In great measure, a time like this has 
come upon us as a church. About the 
only thing left us it would seem, is our 
faith in God and in the final triumph of 
the right, yet we should not waver in 
our purpose to go forward, trusting in 
Him who can, and will, vindicate those 
who are in the right and justify their 
course. Such a faith as this, someone 
has well said, 

has a foundation sufficiently secure in itself, 
but that foundation is buttressed on every side 
by human experience and testimony. Our own 
short lives may be witnesses for the defence 
here. We have all seen the truth triumphant, 
the right come gloriously victorious out of bat­
tle more than once in our past, and that, too, 
when the odds seemed against it, and the signs 
were all the other way. And what is history 
but a long piece of favorable testimony? 

The story of Joseph, of Mordecai, of Daniel, 
of Galileo and Locke, of Washington and Lin­
coln, all of whom were misrepresented and 
maligned in their own day, but have been given 
their true equations at the hands of subsequent 
generations, are unanswerable arguments for 
the reasonableness of this belief. A thousand 
historic instances of the final supremacy of the 
right might be cited, but I content myself with 
naming the two which always appeal to me 
with peculiar force. The first is the case of 
Dante. He was banished from Florence be­
cause his opponents regarded him an intoler­
able heretic, a dangerous citizen, a subversive 

member of society. That same city not long 
after begged the ashes of the man it had exiled, 
and sought the honor of entombing his re­
mains within its limits. Savonarola is the sec­
ond illustration. He was executed by those 
who then represented the church because they 
believed him an unworthy and unfaithful pre­
late, and yet ten years afterwards Michael 
Angelo was instructed to paint his portrait 
among those of the sainted doctors of the 
church on the wall of the Vatican. It has al­
ways been so with men and causes alike. It 
will always be so. Give the right a chance and 
it will never fail to assert itself and command 
recognition. And why? Because God stands 
behind the right and it is impossible to fight 
against him. 

Therefore let him who feels certain 
that he is right in this church contro­
versy and that he has been wronged and 
misunderstood, whether on this side or 
that, not like the children of Israel at 
the Red Sea, stand still and waif for the 
salvation of the Lord, but go forward, 
and, in a Christian spirit, maintain his 
cause and his integrity, and God will 
either vindicate him or convince him and 
those who stand with him of their error. 
But let him be sure of the honesty of his 
purpose and the sincerity of his belief 
that the position he has taken and the 
course he has pursued is the right one. 
A real Christian man cannot do other­
wise, and he who blames him for such a 
course shows either a lack of integrity 
himself or a woeful ignorance of what a 
Christian man's duty is. 

The Gift of God. 
God has given, is now giving and still 

promises to give, us many inestimable 
gifts. Yea, every good thing we have 
or can hope to have is a gift from God. 
The earth on which we live, the air We 
breathe, the water we drink, the food 
we eat, the sun and the fire that warm 
us the light that reveals the beauties of 
nature about us, the truths we perceive, 
the forces of nature which, in a thousand 
ways, serve us and do our bidding, yea, 
even life itself, with all its forces and 
capabilities — these are all gifts from 
God. 

But the gift of God, says the apostle, 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord . All other gifts, however in­
estimable, are inferior and subsidiary to 
this. "The earth and all the works 
therein shall be. burned up," "the 
heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise," even the elements composing 
the earth, the air, the water, and all 
other material things "shall melt with 
fervent heat;" the sun shall be ex­
tinguished and there shall be no more 
physical light or heat; all physical 
beauty and truth shall pass away as 
things that were; the forces of nature 
shall be stayed; mortal life itself shall 
cease, but "the gift of God, which is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord," will survive the crash of the 
elements and the crumble of worlds — the 
dissolution of all things material. And, 


