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[ Communications, ]

Easter.

EDWIN H. STOW.
Break the seal, roll back the sione,
Christ has lile and he alone;
First to wake from grave so dread,
First ripe frait from sleepiog dead.

Born a kirg from toml's abyss,
Lord of life aud endless bliss;
All to life he will restore,

Ne'er to know corruption more.

Hail this day, bis Easter morg,
Big with hope, the dearest born;
Hall ye him, who death despoiled
Caplive led, and Satan foiled.

Ven, make glad each Iasier day,

Fill with joy and cheer cach day ;
Join ye enrth, in gladuess praise,

To our Christ for Easter days.

Pompeii, Michigan,
What is the Gospel?
REV, W. . SOUTH,

This may seem an odd question, but
stop and answer it; answer it from a
scriptural standpoint. Some will say as
I did when first asked this question, “'I
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth.”” ‘This is
the effect of the gospel. Paul said to
the Thessalonians, ‘‘For our gospel came
not unto you in word only, but also in
power.'" This clearly shows thereis a
difference. Otbhers may say it is the first
four books of the New Testament. This
is a description of the gospel. The gospel
according to Matthew, Mark, etc. Some
say it is “‘good news,”’ It may be that,
but all good news is not the gospel. This
seems a little indefinite.

We hear about the four-fold gospel;
the gospel of regenmeration by faith; of
sanctification by faith subsequent to re-
generation: of the healing of the body;
of the pre or post coming of Jesus; of
the baptism of the Holy Ghost; of the
speaking in uuknown tongues as Bible
evidence of such baptism, of hell, re-
demption of uuniversalism, Every year
or two something new is bitched on and
called the gospel. It is counted good
news in each case. But is this the
gospel? All of these caunot be, for some
of them are not true.

What is the gospel? Wocebster defines
it as "'a revelation of the grace of God
to fallen men through a mediator, in-
cluding the whole schewme of salvation,
as revealed by Christ and his apostles,’
Apother writer says it is “‘a wise, a
holy and gracious constitution of God
for the recovery of fallen, sinful and
miserable man, from that deplorable state
into which sin has brought him, by
sending his own Son Jesus Christ in the
flesh, to obey his law which man had
broken, to make a proper atoncment for
sin by bis death and thus procure pardon
and the favor of God and eternal bappi-
-ness fot all that believe, with a promise
of the Holy Spirit to work this faith and
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tepentance into their hearts to renew
their sinful natures unte holiness to form
them to the full possession of it in
heaven."

Paul is good authority on the gospel.
He evidently knew what it was and
preached jt. He said, “'But [ certify
you brethren that the gospel which was
preached of me is not after wen; for [
neither received it of man, neither was I
taught it but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ.”" There were those in his day
who were ready to receive ‘‘another
gospel'’ by most any one who chaunced
to come with something new. They
‘““were so soon removed unto another
gospel; which is not another, but there
be some that trouble you and would per-
vert the gospel of Christ,”” What had
he to say to these preverters? “But
though we, or an angel from heaven
preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed. As we said hefore,
50 say I gow again. If any man preach
any other gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accuarsed.'’
The gospel is no plaything,

But he has not yet told us what this
gospel is that he preached that was su
effective and dangerous to pervert. Read
his statement in 1 Cor. 15:1-4: ““More-
over, brethren I declared unto you the
gospel which T preached unte you, which
also ye bave received and wherein vye
stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye
keep in memory what 1 preached unto
you unless ye have believed in vain, For
I delivered unto you first of all that
which I alse received how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scrip-
tures; and that he was buried and that
he rose again the third day according to
the scriptures.’”” Here it is in a nut
shell The death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus which is according to the
scriptures is tae gospel. ‘*This is,” as
A, Maclaran said, '‘the vital center of
the gospel.”” This is the gospel that is
to be preached to every creature and

- that has power in it to save the race.

Bloomdale, Chio.

Central College Debt Fund.
KEV. C. A. MUMMART, A. B., BE. D.

Inasmuch as the college debt proposi-
tion is nearing completion, T wish to give
a few closing remarks by way of review,
and urge the completion of the plan at
ouce.

A little over one year age, the present
plan by which it was made possible to
work on the college debt to some definite
end was originated, and published by
myself. See CONSERVATOR, February
12, 1908, page 2. Prior to this, several
articles had been written concerning the
debt, but no definite plan put ioto opera-
tion for raising the same, The week

weo .

following the publication of my proposi-
tion, the board of bishops made a call
for $5,500 See CowservaToR, Febru-
uary 10, 1908, page 5. The problem of
some plan for raising the debt was taken
up by me when I wastold by two parties
that it had been suggested to ¢lose the
college for a year and pay the debt. I
concluded that this wonld never do, and
at once began to formaulate some plan for
definite business.

The first report is found in the Cox-
SERVATOR of February 26, 1908, page 5.
The chatt method of reporting was also
of my original plan and has continually
kept the progress of the plan before the
church. ‘The chart contains just 220
blocks, all of which were to be removed
by $25.00 unit pledges.

Believing that there might be a num-
ber who would like to help, but could
not give $25.00, provision was made for
them, See CoxssrvarTor for March
25, 1008, page 5. The object of the
whole plan was to cover the original debt
of $5,500 with the $25.00 pledges, and
the debt accumulating since that with
the smaller amounts, so that when the
plan was completed we would have the
debt all paid.

We are very thapkful to all who
worked 1o secure pledges, and thus com-
plete this plan and pay off the debt.

Our people bave done excellent in
sending in contributions for whick we
are thapkful, but we must lift just a
little more. Omly nine blocks yet re-
main. ILet ws fill these out at once,
This can be done by individuals, church
societies, Sunday-schools or U. B, C. K.
societies. All we need is nine more
pledges of $25.00 each and the work is
doue.

Are there not some more Sunday-
schools or U, B. C. E. societies in the
church that can give $25.00% Let us
hear frem you. Just as soon as we re-
ceive pine more pledges we will be ready
to report the total amouut pledged,

Who will Lelp to finish it next week?
Ubee, Indiana.

Omnipotence,
REV. DSCAR ALLEBAUGH.

As the bright and beautiful rays of
the greal luwminary of the “‘Solar Sys-
tem,”’ the sun, are pouring cut their
light and heat upen this old earth, aund
as all nature apparently has been fast
asleep, just patieutly waiting the resur-
rection morn, spring time, we are re-
minded of the magnanimity and omnip-
otence of God.

“‘He is from everlastiug to everlasting
aud beside him there is none other,”” He
occupies immensity of space. The
boundless expanse of the enlire universe
is easily within his scope of vision. *“‘He
is the high and lofty one that inhabileth
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eternity.”” The Psalmist David in med-
itating upon the greatness and excellence
of God exclaims, ‘'O ILerd our Lord,
how excellent is thy pame in all the
earth | who hast set thy glory above the
heavens,' Then, his heart welling up
with love and praise, he again exclaims,
I will praise thee, O Lord, with my
whole heart; T will show forth all thy
marvellous works, T will be glad and
rejoice in thee: [ will sing praise to thy
name, O thou most high.” The little
girl on being asked by an infidel, “‘how
great was her God?"' replied, ““He is so
great that the heaven of heavens can-
not contain him and he comes down and
dwells in this heart of mine.”

There are so many manifestations of
bis greatness and his power. As T look
up into the clear blue sky and the face
of the sun by day, and the meek and
modest moon and the multitude of bright
and glittering diadems, stars, by night,
T am made to exclaim, surely there is a
God ! a God of infinite perfection, beauty
and power. Then I am made to ex
claim, Glory to his matchless name for-
ever and ever ! Omuipotence is an at-
tribute that belongeth to God ounly, for
he alone is all-powerful. ‘'The powers

that he are ordained of God '
All creative power belopgeth to him

“In the beginming God created the
heavens and the carth. And the earth
was without form and void; and dark
ness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters. And God said, let there
be light, and there was light.” The
silent power of the heat and light radi-
ated from the sun warming and lighting
the eartl, producing vegetation for the
sustenance of man and beast, and the
perpetuation of life is simply the mani-
festation of God’s power. The dew,
fog, hail, snow, frost and 1ain are all
manifestations of the power of God, as
the result of a certain conjunction of the
elements controlled by the laws of na-

ture, these ali controlled by God.
In contemplating upon the thought of

God, his magnanimous power, his excel-
lence, justice, mercy, grace, truth and
love, no wonder the first message in
official test sent over the newly invented
telegraph in 1844 by Prof. Samuel F B.
Morse was ‘'What hath God wrought !
“‘His word is quick and powerful.,”” We
have a better nnderstanding and a clearer
vision of the power of God than the old
man who said on hearing of some won-
derful invention, ''surely God is great,
but the mind of man Is greater.” The
earthguake that causes the earth to
tremble over an area of perhaps several
thousand miles causing great and well
fortified buildings, towers and walls to
tumble and fall, such as was the case a
few years ago in San Francisco, is no

more nor less than a visible manifesta-
tion of God's power calling wen and
women to repentance. (), that the sav-
ing power of God would fall upon us!
Paul says, “For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first and also to the
Greek.”

The falling of fire from heaven and
the constumption of the altar, sacrifice
and water, in answer o Elijah’s prayer
or Mt. Carmel was a wonderful mapi-
festation of omnipotence. Perhaps there
never was any greater manifestation of
omunipotence thapn when Christ huog up-
on the cross, when 1here was darkness
over the earth from the sixth to the
ninth hour, and the wvail of the temple
was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom; and the earth did quake and the
rocks rent; and the graves were opened.’’
The centurion and they thal were with
him watching Jesus saw the earthquake,
they feared greatly saying, '*Truly this
was the Son of God.’

Again, on the day of Pentecost,
COmuipotence, in the person of the Holy
Ghost, the third person of the blessed
Trinity,was wonderfully ponred out upon
and into about 3,000 suuls. Agsin, when
Paul and $ilas were imprisoned in that
old Phillippian jail, about miduight they
had a prayer and song service, and in
answer {o their prayer, ompipotence was
wonderfully manifested and the fornda-
tion of the old structure was shaken, the
doors swung opeu, their stocks were
loosened and they became free men
Thanks be to Ged for all the wonderful
manifestations of his omnipotence !

Juliaetta, Idaho.

-

Progress,
REV. CYRUS SMITH.

Progress in the Christian life is most
desirable, the most profitable, enduring,
and will produce the best fruit giving
the best sucecess, consequently the best
results to individuals and churches.
Christian life excludes boasting and all
other things that are not the will of
God.

The standard of those making prog-
ress is the holiness of God. God counts
men and women holy in the degree that
they are striving and struggling toward
the standard of his holiness in heaven,
There can be no progress in the Chris-
tiau life without holiness of heart, and an
aspiring love for the beautiful character
and attributes of God, who is infallible
in holiness. So the best progress we can
make in Christian life is to be used of
him as instruments in his bands.

To make progress, it is essential to be
useful, and God shows us the way in his
word. Itisa good way, a better way,
a more perfect way, a high way and the
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only way to make the best progress,
Jesus is ‘‘the way,"” because he says so.
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.”’
To make the hest progress it is not only
necessary to be in ‘'the way,'" but it is
essential to ‘'receive the love of the
truth'’ and have ‘‘the life,” ]’es-us "is
everything to us, though we are not
loving and trusting him in the degree of
progress that brings the sinner to Christ
in sufficient numbers.

The church militant with all its num-
bers has but few aggressive members,
Elijah was the only one in his day. The
seven thousand did not progress as did
Elijah. They probably were saved, but
the Lord loved Elijah so much that he
tock bim to heaven, soul and body, to
teach them and to teach us the wisdom
of being aggressive soldiers, One year
of the best progress here in Christian life
where souls are to be saved is better than
a thousand yearsin glory, though heaven
is more grand than we are able to think,

What good did it do for Jesus to come
down from heaven and sufler for us?
What goed will it do for us to partake a
little of his suffering? Even. the tears
of an aggressive soldier ol Jesns Christ
ate bottled up in heaven. We want all
the glory we can get here and none of
the suffering, but suffering, if it be for
Jesus’ sake, counts in heaven, We can-
not make the best progress on pie and
cake, nor go to heaveh on ““flowery beds
of ease.”’

-Christian life and character blesses the
world by the grace that God wishes us
to have, and he is willing and able to
give more grace so that we can make
better progress in winnping the sinner to
Christ. The best interests of humanity
is mutnal, that which is good for usis
good for the sinner. We want them to
bave what we enjoy, but we cannot drive
men away from sin and make them give
np their idols. Though we be ever so
genlle they will many limes be offended,
but the love of God will draw men. So
we need more of God with us and in us
to be more aggressively successful. God
will come in greater power to win and
save sinpers, causing better progress.

‘There is oue way he will do it, through
the prayer of faith. Our faith issmall
for such a God as we have, *‘Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word or God.”  ‘‘Faith comes and will
come by bearing. Hearing is by the
word. Many times it comes through
faithful preaching of the word, always
accompanied by the Holy Spirlt. A
living faith (uot a dead faith) makes
progress So the first thing to get is
mote faith that works by loving obedi-
epnce, and our first work and our last
work is prayer. Christ {s our example
in prayer, our teacher in prayer, aod his
Holy Spirit the power in praver. It
takes ‘‘the fervent effectual prayer of
the righteous,”” to progress iu the work
of God, God wants us to have mcre
pentecostal progress. It is the best, the

most enjoyable, and safe even in death,
Leon, Iowa,
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&2 Editorial. &2

Rev. R. §. Kindel, pastor at German-
town, Ohio, visited friends in the Park
last week .and did not forget to kindly
greet the editor before returning to his
home.

- Presiding Elder, W. A. Oler of Dub-
lim; Indiana, conducted the gquarterly
‘meeting at College Park last Sunday.
The elder is much interested in the wel-
-fare of the church at this place,

Rev. J. Howe, our missionary secre-
tary, aud C. W. Lioker, former mission-
ary to Africz, are miugling with the
brethren in Ontario conference this week,
in session at Roseville, Ontario, Bishop

O G. Alwood presiding.

On page 10 will be found a letter of
special interest to our people from the
steadfast ‘and heroic reformer Rev. W,
B. Stoddard of Washington, D. C. In
this case the son seeks to follow ideals
1o less noble than those pursued by his
revered father.

. The Tiberal United Brethren bishops
have annoanced their thirty-six different
commitiees who are to be ready for re-
porting when their Gencral Conference
is called to order, This is of great ad-
vantage, Their committee on devotion,
a$ an example, can pow arrange and
notify the prospective participants, as
preachers, chairman, lecturers and lead-
ers, so that when meeting, superior plans
‘are ready to be put into action., The
same advantages hold good upen com-
mittees on order of business and rules of
order, credentials, reforms, advance work
fu Sabbath-schools, district boundaries,
formulas, and other commiitees,

Brother A, F. Stoltz, our superintend-
ent of African missions, seuds this note
of ioterest:

“All is well bere. Danville chapel
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nearly finished; cement work done and
Brother Woodard and bis helpers are
working at the roof. I preached three
times Sunday in open air to attentive
hearers. Country is still troubled with
cannibalism, Two were bapnged and
two others imprisoned for life, bul they
are still operating. A man showed me
a hiding place of the cannibals near the
minion where they watch for victims
passing., So we warned - the children.
A mission girl was killed by the Bundu
society, we believe. Mohammedans
made a supreme effort to force their re-
ligion on the people by threats of war
and judgment. I reported them to the
governor and exposed them publicly for
their hypocrisy.

We are out of funds and so cannot
start Victoria unless funds come, for
dry geason s passing.’’

His Wish.

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ sheuld be interpreted in the light
of God’s wish for the welfare of the hu-
man race. God's wish lics at the head
of creation.
exist, each specific object in ils own
order, worlds and sll inanimate things
in their class, and .animate existences
each in its plane, and of all things ob-
servable, man the crowning work of
creation. Worlds move in conscnance
with the divine regulations, the plant
world is not out .of .accord with the
divine rules of growth governing.it,
even the brutes created move in harmouy
with the instincts with which their
Creator invested them,. but man, like
God in moral and mental image, abused
the possibilities placed before him sub-
ject to his choice. To repair the evil,
God's pleasure it was to make possible
recovery from the pollution, powerand
peoalty of sin, through the death of his
Son, “When we were without strength
Christ died for the ungodly.” “Herein
is love, not that we loved God, but that
be loved us, and seunt his Son to béthe
propitiation for our sins,”" '

Providing for an extraordicary feast
by a king is insufficient, Marks of its
regalily should be boroe in the invita-
tions. Evidences of the magnificence
and benevolent character of (ke divine
feast for humanity are multiplied in the
adequate provisions made. Hvery one of
these marks and évidences rise to the
grandeur of the salvation provided. Did
Jesus resist temptation? His resistance
was lordly and a demoustration, over-
coming the combived forces of the ap-
petites of the flesh and the lust of worldly
possessions manipulated by the keenest
Adversary, Did Jesus demontsrale the
surmountability of obstacles? In this he
evinces the invincibility of a pure heart,
sincerity and clear intelligence. Witness

At his pleasure allthings

1900,

how he met the representatives of Jewish
prejudices, dullvess of his followers, the
unrelenting cruelties of the Roman gov-
ernment, as well the claims of a violated
divine law, in the day of his trial and
crucifixion. The proof of his princely
claims are demonstrated by his resure
rection.  Complete victory over death to
its cast-off dregs is held to the view of
the world by bim “who is alive forever-
more.”” " The wish of the Father was
demonstrated in a way commensurate
with the greatness of the end sought.

God has not left himself without wit-
ncss as to his wish. The history of the
world exhibits kindly design, The
gospel sets forth the merciful motives of
God in ‘dealing with a sinful race. He
wishes us to rise from sin, and tbrough
his Son have cowplete victory = over
death. XNo higher proof could he give
of his desire to save men than to seud
his Soo as his messenger of canciliation.
He came as God. Helived as God. He
arose from the dead in demonstraticn of
his divine power to take up his life. e
set forth in the dignity of divinity the
igexpressible wish of the Father to save
every soul upon the easiest ferms pos-
sible, the hard part having heen berne
by him, and to pitifully regard every
child of lifs, even as a father pilieth his
children. He wills not that any should
perish.

The Secret Lodge System.
. “‘A unique, comprchensive and impar-
tial study and discussion of this impor-
tant subject in all its phases, by John
Vinton Potts, teacher, gospel wminister
and author. Ewery friead and foe of
secret societics should read what Jolin
V. Potts has to say on this gital ques-
tion. The book is a !'Beacon Light'’ .of
the philosephy of the whole secret so-
clety system. Price: Full cloth, 203
pages, size 63{x%15, $1.25; one dozen
copies, ‘$1.00 each. * Postage 12 cents.
Send your order to: German Literary
Board, Burlington, Jowa.,”

It is a pleasure to note that ministers
of olher churches are taking up the
question of the incongruity of the secret
lodge system with the Christian church.

A work from the press, “*The Secret
Lodge Syslem’ by Rev, John V. Potis,
offers a spirited and valuable discussion
of the subject. For more than fifty
years this theme has been a study by
the author and he herein places 'in type
his ripeued conciusions. He lays the
basis in discriminating between the open
and secret systems of association and,
pages 20-26, contrasts the artificial
egoleric system with the open methods
instituted by the Lord., Masonary is
characterized as Protestant Jesuitism,
and Jesuitisw as Roman Catholic Mason-
ary, both Machiavelianisin, *Satanic
masterpieces,’”’ both dreaming of uni-
versgl religion and uwniversal empire,






