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C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . 

E a s t e r . 

EDWIN H. S T O W . 
B r e a k the seal, r o l l back the stone, 
C h r i s t has l i fe and he alone; 
F i r s t to wake f rom grave so dread, 
F i r s t r ipe fruit from s leeping dead. 

B o r n a k i n g from tomb's abyss, 
L o r d of life and endless bl iss; 
A l l to life he w i l l restore, 
Ne 'er to k n o w corrupt ion more. 

H a i l this day, his Easter m o r n , 
B i g w i t h hope, the dearest born; 
H a i l ye h i m , who death despoiled 
Capt ive led, and Satan foi led. 

Y e a , make g lad each Easter day, 
F i l l w i t h j o y and cheer each d a y ; 
J o i n ye earth, i n gladness praise, 
T o our C h r i s t for Easter days. 

P o m p e i i , M i c h i g a n . 

W h a t is t h e G o s p e l ? 

R E V . W . C . S O U T H . 
T h i s may seem an odd question, but 

stop and answer i t ; answer it from a 
scr iptural standpoint. Some w i l l say as 
I d id when first asked this question, " I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Chr i s t , 
for it is the power of G o d unto salvation 
to every one that be l ieveth . " T h i s is 
the effect of the gospel. P a u l said to 
the Thessalonians, " F o r our gospel came 
not unto you in word only, but also in 
power . " T h i s clearly shows there is a 
difference. Others may say it is the first 
four books of the N e w Testament. T h i s 
is a description of the gospel. T h e gospel 
according to Matthew, M a r k , etc. Some 
say it is "good news . " It may be that, 
but al l good news is not the gospel. T h i s 
seems a l i t t le indefinite. 

W e hear about the four-fold gospel; 
the gospel of regeneration by fa i th : of 
sanctification by fa i th subsequent to re­
generation: of the healing of the body; 
of the pre or post coming of Jesus; of 
the baptism of the H o l y Ghost ; of the 
speaking in unknown tongues as Bible 
evidence of such baptism, of he l l , re­
demption of universal ism. E v e r y year 
or two something new is hitched on and 
called the gospel. It is counted good 
news i n each case. B u t is this the 
gospel? A l l of these cannot be, for some 
of them are not true. 

W h a t is the gospel? Webster defines 
it as " a revelation of the grace of G o d 
to fallen men through a mediator, i n ­
c luding the whole scheme of salvation, 
as revealed by Chr is t and his apostles." 
A n o t h e r writer says it is " a wise, a 
holy and gracious constitution of G o d 
for the recovery of fallen, s in fu l and 
miserable man, from that deplorable state 
into w h i c h sin has brought h i m , by 
sending his own Son Jesus Christ in the 
flesh, to obey his law which man had 
broken, to make a proper atonement for 
sin by his death and thus procure pardon 
and the favor of God and eternal happi ­
ness for a l l that believe, w i th a promise 
of the H o l y Sp i r i t to work this fa i th and 

repentance into their hearts to renew 
their s in fu l natures unto holiness to form 
them to the fu l l possession of it i n 
heaven . " 

P a u l is good authori ty on the gospel. 
H e evidently knew what it was and 
preached i t . H e said, " B u t I certify 
you brethren that the gospel which was 
preached of me is not after men; for I 
neither received it of man, neither was I 
taught it but by the revelation of Jesus 
C h r i s t . " There were those in his day 
who were ready to receive "another 
gospel" by most any one who chanced 
to come wi th something new. T h e y 
"were so soon removed unto another 
gospel; which is not another, but there 
be some that trouble you and would per­
vert the gospel of C h r i s t . " W h a t had 
he to say to these preverters? " B u t 
though we, or an angel from heaven 
preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you , 
let h im be accursed. A s we said before, 
so say I now again. I f any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let h i m be accursed." 
T h e gospel is no p lay th ing . 

B u t he has not yet told us what this 
gospel is that he preached that was so 
effective and dangerous to pervert. Read 
his statement in 1 Cor . 1 5 : 1 - 4 : " M o r e ­
over, brethren I declared unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you , which 
also ye have received and wherein ye 
stand; by which also ye are saved, i f ye 
keep i n memory what I preached unto 
you unless ye have believed in va in . F o r 
I delivered unto you first of a l l that 
which I also received how that Chr is t 
died for our sins according to the scrip­
tures; and that he was buried and that 
he rose again the th i rd day according to 
the scr iptures . " Here it is in a nut 
shell T h e death, bur ia l and resurrec­
t ion of Jesus which is according to the 
scriptures is the gospel. " T h i s i s , " as 
A . Maclaran said, " t h e v i ta l center of 
the gospel . " T h i s is the gospel that is 
to be preached to every creature and 
that has power in it to save the race. 

Bloomdale , O h i o . 

fo l lowing the publication of my proposi­
tion, the board of bishops made a cal l 
for $ 5 , 5 0 0 See C O N S E R V A T O R , Febru¬
uary 1 9 , 1 9 0 8 , page 5 . T h e problem of 
some plan for rais ing the debt was taken 
up by me when I was told by two parties 
that it had been suggested to close the 
college for a year and pay the debt. I 
concluded that this would never do, and 
at once began to formulate some plan for 
definite business. 

The first report is found in the C O N ­
S E R V A T O R of February 2 6 , 1 9 0 8 , page 5 . 
T h e chart method of reporting was also 
of my or ig inal plan and has cont inual ly 
kept the progress of the plan before the 
church . T h e chart contains just 2 2 0 
blocks, al l of which were to be removed 
by $ 2 5 . 0 0 unit pledges. 

Be l iev ing that there might be a n u m ­
ber who would l ike to help, but could 
not give $ 2 5 . 0 0 , provision was made for 
them. See C O N S E R V A T O R for M a r c h 
2 5 , 1 9 0 8 , page 5 . T h e object of the 
whole plan was to cover the or ig inal debt 
of $ 5 , 5 0 0 wi th the $ 2 5 . 0 0 pledges, and 
the debt accumulating since that w i t h 
the smaller amounts, so that when the 
plan was completed we would have the 
debt a l l paid. 

W e are very thankfu l to al l who 
worked to secure pledges, and thus com­
plete this plan and pay off the debt. 

Our people have done excellent i n 
sending in contributions for which we 
are thankfu l , but we must lift just a 
l itt le more. Only nine blocks yet re­
main . Le t us fill these out at once. 
T h i s can be done by indiv iduals , church 
societies, Sunday-schools or U . B . C . E . 
societies. A l l we need is nine more 
pledges of $ 2 5 . 0 0 each and the work is 
done. 

A r e there not some more Sunday-
schools or U . B . C . E . societies in the 
church that can give $ 2 5 . 0 0 ? Le t us 
hear from you . Just as soon as we re­
ceive nine more pledges we w i l l be ready 
to report the total amount pledged, 
W h o w i l l help to finish it next week? 

Ubee, Indiana. 

C e n t r a l College Debt F u n d . 

R E V . C. A. M U M M A R T , A. B., B. D. 

Inasmuch as the college debt proposi­
tion is nearing completion, I wish to give 
a few closing remarks by way of review, 
and urge the completion of the plan at 
once. 

A l i t t le over one year age, the present 
plan by which it was made possible to 
work on the college debt to some definite 
end was originated, and published by 
myself . See C O N S E R V A T O R , February 
1 2 , 1 9 0 8 , page 2 . P r i o r to this , several 
articles had been written concerning the 
debt, but no definite plan put into opera­
tion for rais ing the same. T h e week 

O m n i p o t e n c e . 

R E V . O S C A R A L L E B A U G H . 

A s the br ight and beautiful rays of 
the great luminary of the " S o l a r Sys ­
t e m , " the sun, are pouring out their 
l ight and heat upon this old earth, and 
as a l l nature apparently has been fast 
asleep, just patiently wait ing the resur­
rection morn, spr ing time, we are re­
minded of the magnanimity and omnip­
otence of G o d . 

" H e is from everlasting to everlasting 
and beside h im there is none o ther . " H e 
occupies immensity of space. T h e 
boundless expanse of the entire universe 
is easily w i th in his scope of v is ion. " H e 
is the h igh and lofty one that inhabiteth 
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e t e r n i t y . " T h e Psalmist Dav id i n med­
i ta t ing upon the greatness and excellence 
of G o d exclaims, " O L o r d our L o r d , 
how excellent is thy name in a l l the 
e a r t h ! who hast set thy glory above the 
heavens." T h e n , his heart wel l ing up 
w i t h love and praise, he again exclaims, 
" I w i l l praise thee, O L o r d , w i t h my 
whole heart; I w i l l show forth a l l thy 
marvellous works. I w i l l be glad and 
rejoice in thee: I w i l l s ing praise to thy 
name, O thou most h i g h . " T h e l i t t le 
g i r l on being asked by an infidel , " h o w 
great was her G o d ? " replied, " H e is so 
great that the heaven of heavens can­
not contain h im and he comes down and 
dwells in this heart of m i n e . " 

There are so many manifestations of 
his greatness and his power. A s I look 
up into the clear blue sky and the face 
of the sun by day, and the meek and 
modest moon and the mult i tude of bright 
and g l i t ter ing diadems, stars, by n ight , 
I am made to exc la im, surely there is a 
G o d ! a God of infinite perfection, beauty 
and power. T h e n I am made to ex 
c la im, G l o r y to his matchless name for­
ever and ever ! Omnipotence is an at­
tribute that belongeth to G o d only, for 
he alone is al l -powerful . " T h e powers 
that be are ordained of G o d " 

A l l creative power belongeth to h im 
" I n the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. A n d the earth 
was without form and vo id ; and dark­
ness was upon the face of the deep. A n d 
the Spir i t of G o d moved upon the face 
of the waters. A n d G o d said, let there 
be l i ght , and there was l i g h t . " T h e 
silent power of the heat and l ight radi ­
ated from the sun warming and l i gh t ing 
the earth, producing vegetation for the 
sustenance of man and beast, and the 
perpetuation of l i fe is s imply the m a n i ­
festation of God ' s power. The dew, 
fog, h a i l , snow, frost and l a i n are a l l 
manifestations of the power of G o d , as 
the result of a certain conjunction of the 
elements controlled by the laws of na­
ture, these all controlled by God . 

I n contemplating upon the thought of 
G o d , his magnanimous power, his excel­
lence, justice, mercy, grace, t ruth and 
love, no wonder the first message in 
official test sent over the newly invented 
telegraph in 1844 by Prof . Samuel F. B . 
Morse was " W h a t hath God w r o u g h t ! " 
" H i s word is quick and p o w e r f u l . " W e 
have a better understanding and a clearer 
vis ion of the power of G o d than the old 
man who said on hearing of some won­
derful invention, " s u r e l y G o d is great, 
but the mind of man is greater." T h e 
earthquake that causes the earth to 
tremble over an area of perhaps several 
thousand miles causing great and wel l 
fortified bui ldings, towers and walls to 
tumble and fa l l , such as was the case a 
few years ago i n San Francisco , is no 

more nor less than a visible manifesta­
tion of God ' s power ca l l ing men and 
women to repentance. O, that the sav­
ing power of God would fa l l upon u s ! 
P a u l says, " F o r I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Chr i s t : for it is the power 
of G o d unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first and also to the 
G r e e k . " 

T h e fa l l ing of fire from heaven and 
the consumption of the altar, sacrifice 
and water, in answer to E l i j a h ' s prayer 
on M t . Carmel was a wonderful mani­
festation of omnipotence. Perhaps there 
never was any greater manifestation of 
omnipotence than when Chr is t h u n g up­
on the cross, when there was darkness 
over the earth from the s i x t h to the 
n inth hour, and the va i l of the temple 
was rent i n twain from the top to the 
bottom; and the earth did quake and the 
rocks rent; and the graves were opened." 
T h e centurion and they that were w i t h 
h im watching Jesus saw the earthquake, 
they feared greatly saying , " T r u l y this 
was the Son of G o d . ' 

A g a i n , on the day of Pentecost, 
Omnipotence, in the person of the H o l y 
Ghost , the th ird person of the blessed 
Tr in i ty was wonderful ly poured out upon 
and into about 3,000 souls. A g a i n , when 
P a u l and Si las were imprisoned in that 
old P h i l l i p p i a n j a i l , about midnight they 
had a prayer and song service, and in 
answer to their prayer, omnipotence was 
wonderfully manifested and the founda­
tion of the old structure was shaken, the 
doors swung open, their stocks were 
loosened and they became free men 
T h a n k s be to God for a l l the wonderful 
manifestations of his omnipotence! 

Juliaetta, Idaho. 

P r o g r e s s . 

R E V . C Y R U S S M I T H . 
Progress in the Chr is t ian life is most 

desirable, the most profitable, enduring , 
and w i l l produce the best fruit g i v ing 
the best success, consequently the best 
results to indiv iduals and churches. 
Chr i s t ian l i fe excludes boasting and a l l 
other things that are not the w i l l of 
G o d . 

T h e standard of those m a k i n g prog­
ress is the holiness of G o d . G o d counts 
men and women holy in the degree that 
they are s t r iv ing and s truggl ing toward 
the standard of his holiness in heaven. 
There can be no progress i n the C h r i s ­
t ian life without holiness of heart, and an 
aspir ing love for the beauti ful character 
and attributes of G o d , who is infal l ible 
in holiness. So the best progress we can 
make in Chr i s t ian life is to be used of 
h im as instruments in his hands. 

T o make progress, it is essential to be 
useful , and G o d shows us the way in his 
word. It is a good way, a better way, 
a more perfect way, a h igh way and the 

only way to make the best progress. 
Jesus is " t h e w a y , " because he says so. 
" I am the way, the t ru th , and the l i f e . " 
T o make the best progress it is not only 
necessary to be i n " t h e w a y , " but it is 
essential to "receive the love of the 
t r u t h " and have " t h e l i f e . " Jesus is 
everything to us, though we are not 
l ov ing and trust ing h i m i n the degree of 
progress that brings the sinner to Chr is t 
in sufficient numbers. 

T h e church mil i tant w i t h al l its n u m ­
bers has but few aggressive members. 
E l i j a h was the only one in his day. T h e 
seven thousand did not progress as d id 
E l i j a h . They probably were saved, but 
the L o r d loved E l i j a h so much that he 
took h im to heaven, soul and body, to 
teach them and to teach us the wisdom 
of being aggressive soldiers. One year 
of the best progress here i n Chr i s t ian life 
where souls are to be saved is better than 
a thousand years in g lory , though heaven 
is more grand than we are able to t h i n k . 

W h a t good did it do for Jesus to come 
down from heaven and suffer for us? 
W h a t good w i l l it do for us to partake a 
l itt le of his suffering? E v e n the tears 
of an aggressive soldier of Jesus Chr i s t 
are bottled up i n heaven. W e want a l l 
the glory we can get here and none of 
the suffering, but suffering, if it be for 
Jesus' sake, counts in heaven. W e can­
not make the best progress on pie and 
cake, nor go to heaven on " f lowery beds 
of ease." 

Chr i s t ian life and character blesses the 
world by the grace that G o d wishes us 
to have, and he is w i l l i n g and able to 
give more grace so that we can make 
better progress in w i n n i n g the sinner to 
Chr i s t . T h e best interests of humani ty 
is mutual , that w h i c h is good for us is 
good for the sinner. W e want them to 
have what we enjoy, but we cannot drive 
men away from sin and make them give 
up their idols. T h o u g h we be ever so 
gentle they w i l l many times be offended, 
but the love of G o d w i l l draw men. So 
we need more of God w i t h us and i n us 
to be more aggressively successful. G o d 
w i l l come in greater power to w in and 
save sinners, causing better progress. 

There is one way he w i l l do i t , through 
the prayer of fa i th . Our fa i th is smal l 
for such a God as we have. " F a i t h 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word or G o d . " " F a i t h comes and w i l l 
come by hearing. H e a r i n g is by the 
word. M a n y times it comes through 
fai thful preaching of the word, always 
accompanied by the H o l y Sp i r i t . A 
l i v i n g faith (not a dead faith) makes 
progress So the first th ing to get is 
more faith that works by lov ing obedi­
ence, and our first work and our last 
work is prayer. Chr is t is our example 
in prayer, our teacher in prayer, and his 
H o l y Spir i t the power i n prayer. It 
takes " t h e fervent effectual prayer of 
the r ighteous , " to progress in the work 
of G o d . God wants us to have more 
Pentecostal progress. It is the best, the 
most enjoyable, and safe even in death. 

L e o n , Iowa. 
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Rev. R . S. K i n d e l , pastor at German-
town, Ohio , visited friends in the P a r k 
last week and d id not forget to k i n d l y 
greet the editor before returning to his 
home. 

Pres id ing E l d e r , W . A . Oler of D u b ­
l i n , Indiana, conducted the quarterly 
meeting at College P a r k last Sunday . 
T h e elder is much interested in the wel­
fare of the church at this place. 

Rev . J . H o w e , our missionary secre­
tary , and C. W . L i n k e r , former mission­
ary to A f r i c a , are m i n g l i n g w i t h the 
brethren in Ontar io conference this week, 
i n session at Rosevil le , Ontario , Bishop 
O. G . A l w o o d presiding. 

On page 10 w i l l be found a letter of 
special interest to our people from the 
steadfast and heroic reformer Rev. W . 
B . Stoddard of Wash ington , D . C . In 
this case the son seeks to follow ideals 
no less noble than those pursued by his 
revered father. 

T h e L i b e r a l U n i t e d Brethren bishops 
have announced their th i r ty - s i x different 
committees who are to be ready for re­
port ing when their General Conference 
is called to order. T h i s is of great ad­
vantage. T h e i r committee on devotion, 
as an example, can now arrange and 
noti fy the prospective participants, as 
preachers, chairman, lecturers and lead­
ers, so that when meeting, superior plans 
are ready to be put into action. T h e 
same advantages hold good upon com­
mittees on order of business and rules of 
order, credentials, reforms, advance work 
i n Sabbath-schools, district boundaries, 
formulas, and other committees. 

Brother A . F . Stoltz , our superintend­
ent of A f r i c a n missions, sends this note 
of interest: 

" A l l is wel l here. Danvi l le chapel 

H i s W i s h . 

T h e resurrection of our L o r d Jesus 
Christ should be interpreted in the l ight 
of God ' s wish for the welfare of the h u ­
man race. God ' s wish lies at the head 
of creation. A t his pleasure a l l things 
exist , each specific object i n its own 
order, worlds and a l l inanimate things 
i n their class, and animate, existences 
each in its plane, and of a l l things ob­
servable, man the crowning work of 
creation. Wor lds move i n consonance 
w i t h the divine regulations, the plant 
world is not out of accord wi th the 
divine rules of growth governing i t , 
even the brutes created move in harmony 
w i t h the instincts w i t h w h i c h their 
Creator invested them, but man, l ike 
G o d i n moral and mental image, abused 
the possibilities placed before h im sub­
ject to his choice. T o repair the evi l , 
God's pleasure it was to make possible 
recovery from the pol lut ion, power and 
penalty of s in , through the death of his 
Son. " W h e n we were without strength 
Christ died for the u n g o d l y . " " H e r e i n 
is love, not that we loved G o d , but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propit iation for our s i n s . " 

P r o v i d i n g for an extraordinary feast 
by a k i n g is insufficient. M a r k s of its 
regality should be borne i n the i n v i t a ­
tions. Evidences of the magnificence 
and benevolent character of the divine 
feast for humani ty are mul t ip l i ed in the 
adequate provisions made. E v e r y one of 
these marks and evidences rise to the 
grandeur of the salvation provided. D i d 
Jesus resist temptation? H i s resistance 
was lordly and a demonstration, over­
coming the combined forces of the ap­
petites of the flesh and the lust of wor ld ly 
possessions manipulated by the keenest 
Adversary . D i d Jesus demonstrate the 
surmountabi l i ty of obstacles? In this he 
evinces the i n v i n c i b i l i t y of a pure heart, 
s incerity and clear intelligence. Witness 

how he met the representatives of Jewish 
prejudices, dullness of his followers, the 
unrelenting cruelties of the Roman gov­
ernment, as wel l the claims of a violated 
divine law, in the day of his t r ia l and 
cruc i f ix ion . T h e proof of his princely 
claims are demonstrated by his resur­
rection. Complete victory over death to 
its cast-off dregs is held to the view of 
the wor ld by h im " w h o is alive forever-
more . " T h e wish of the Father was 
demonstrated in a way commensurate 
w i t h the greatness of the end sought. 

God has not left himself without wit ­
ness as to his wish. The history of the 
world exhibits k i n d l y design. T h e 
gospel sets forth the merci ful motives of 
G o d in dealing wi th a s in fu l race. H e 
wishes us to rise from s in , and through 
his Son have complete victory over 
death. N o higher proof could he give 
of his desire to save men than to send 
his Son as his messenger of conci l iat ion. 
H e came as G o d . H e l ived as G o d . H e 
arose from the dead i n demonstration of 
his divine power to take up his l i fe . H e 
set forth in the d ign i ty of d iv in i ty the 
inexpressible wish of the Father to save 
every soul upon the easiest terms pos­
sible, the hard part hav ing been borne 
by h i m , and to p i t i fu l l y regard every 
chi ld of his, even as a father pit ieth his 
chi ldren. H e wi l ls not that any should 
perish. 

E d i t o r i a l . 

nearly finished; cement work done and 
Brother Woodard and his helpers are 
w o r k i n g at the roof. I preached three 
times Sunday i n open air to attentive 
hearers. Country is s t i l l troubled w i t h 
cannibal ism. T w o were hanged and 
two others imprisoned for l i fe , but they 
are s t i l l operating. A man showed me 
a h i d i n g place of the cannibals near the 
minion where they watch for vict ims 
passing. So we warned the chi ldren. 
A mission g i r l was k i l l e d by the B u n d u 
society, we believe. Mohammedans 
made a supreme effort to force their re­
l ig ion on the people by threats of war 
and judgment. I reported them to the 
governor and exposed them publ i c ly for 
their hypocrisy . 

W e are out of funds and so cannot 
start V i c t o r i a unless funds come, for 
dry season is p a s s i n g . " 

T h e S e c r e t L o d g e S y s t e m . 

" A unique, comprehensive and impar­
t ia l study and discussion of this impor­
tant subject i n a l l its phases, by John 
V i n t o n Potts , teacher, gospel minister 
and author. E v e r y friend and foe of 
secret societies should read what John 
V . Potts has to say on this vital ques­
t ion. T h e book is a "Beacon L i g h t " of 
the philosophy of the whole secret so­
ciety system. Pr ice : F u l l c loth, 203 
pages, size 6 ¾ x 9 ½ , $1.25; one dozen 
copies, $1.00 each. Postage 12 cents. 
Send your order to: German L i t e r a r y 
Board , B u r l i n g t o n , I o w a . " 

It is a pleasure to note that ministers 
of other churches are t a k i n g up the 
question of the incongruity of the secret 
lodge system w i t h the Chr is t ian church. 

A work from the press, " T h e Secret 
Lodge S y s t e m " by Rev. John V . Potts , 
offers a spirited and valuable discussion 
of the subject. F o r more than fifty 
years this theme has been a study by 
the author and he herein places in type 
his ripened conclusions. H e lays the 
basis i n d iscr iminat ing between the open 
and secret systems of association and, 
pages 20-26, contrasts the arti f ic ial 
esoteric system w i t h the open methods 
instituted by the L o r d . Masonry is 
characterized as Protestant Jesuit ism, 
and Jesuit ism as Roman Catholic Mason­

r y , both Machiavellianism, "Satan i c 
masterpieces," both dreaming of u n i ­
versal rel igion and universal empire. 
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T h e fo l ly of ecclesiastical discriminations 
between the major and minor orders is 
v iv id ly portrayed, pages 30 36, the lesser 
being regarded as a softer or sweetened 
poison. 

A strong contrast between the lodge 
system and Christ ian inst itutions is set 
forth , Chr is t ian i ty is the embodiment of 
justice, while lodges are a manifestation 
of injustice to al l who are outside of 
them. T h e attitudes of the covetous, 
the foxy and the cowardly, the Sabbath-
breakers, debauchees and other c r i m ­
inals toward the lodge system are drawn 
w i t h a strong hand. 

In part th i rd , " E m i n e n t O p i n i o n , " 
the author presents the opposition wi th a 
number of denominations to the lodge 
empire, and quotes the sentiments of 
acknowledged men of unusual ab i l i ty . 
H e quotes the entire address of Joseph 
Cook delivered in Chicago in 1890, on 
Dis loya l Secret Oaths, pages 121-137. 

T h e author, in part five, " T h e R e m ­
edy," insists upon the church of our L o r d 
fu l f i l l ing the divine ideal of its functions 
and thus displacing the lodge, rendering 
it without even its excuses for existence. 
T h i s part sets forth in a clear peroration 
the author 's views in a condensed form. 
T h e book is of exceptional value, among 
the best printed upon the subject, and 
every opponent of the lodge system i n ­
vests wel l who secures a copy. W i t h 
the author 's opinions as to the effect of 
expositions involved i n methods of op­
posing the lodge system, and as wel l his 
opinions in various minor matters, the 
reader may dissent, but beyond these 
eddies of no considerable volume, the 
G u l f Stream of discussion w i l l irresist¬
ably carry every fair-minded reader to 
the author 's conclusion that the secret 
lodge system is an unusual ly dangerous 
ev i l and deserves the united opposition 
of the Chr is t ian church . 

Rev . J . A . Ferguson of the Sandusky 
conference sends his estimation of the 
book: " I have read Rev. John V i n t o n 
Potts ' new book on " T h e Secret Lodge 
System, and consider it the best I have 
ever read on the subject, and I know a 
l i tt le something of the inside workings 
of three orders. Therefore I recommend 
this book to a l l the readers of the C H R I S ­
T I A N C O N S E R V A T O R . It is nicely bound 
and contains 202 pages and can be ob­
tained for the small sum of $1.25 from 
the author, Rev. John V i n t o n Potts, 
N o r t h Robinson, Crawford county, Ohio . 

G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e D e l e g a t e s . 

(Paragraph Sketches. ) 
J O H N A L L E N F E R G U S O N . 

Rev. J . A . Ferguson was born in Jack­
son township, Wood county, Ohio , June 
15, 1861. January 15, 1883, under the 
labors of Rev. A . J . B u r k e t , at Hoyt¬
ville, Ohio , in the Chr is t ian U n i o n church 

house he was converted, and at Hoyt¬
ville, A u g u s t , 1883, he joined the U n i t e d 
Brethren church , Rev . James Eas tman , 
minister. T h e quarterly conference at 
R i s i n g S u n , Ohio , November 22, 1890, 
Rev . J . French presiding elder, granted 
him license to preach, and the Sandusky 
conference i n its session at Burgoon , 

R E V . J O H N A L L E N F E R G U S O N . 

Ohio , received h i m into its membership 
September 23, 1881, H a l l e c k F l o y d , 
bishop, who ordained Brother Ferguson, 
September 15, 1894, at Bethel chapel, 
Ottawa county, Ohio . Upon his first 
charge, Beaver Creek c ircuit , assigned 
i n 1889, he bui lt Beaver Creek church , 
and remained upon the work three years; 
Bloomdale, three years, erecting a 
church ; Jerry C i t y , five years, one church 
erected; R i s i n g S u n , one year; the dis­
trict as presiding elder, s ix years. H i s 
fami ly , wife, two sons and two daugh­
ters, are, as a fami ly , U n i t e d Brethren . 
Marriages and funerals at which he has 
officiated have been of each between 
eighty and a hundred. Of the revivals 
conducted by h i m , none have been w i t h ­
out conversions, one reaching 105. 

J O H N S E E L E Y B E E R S . 

Rev . John Seeley Beers was born 
M a r c h 23, 1873, in Coleta, Whiteside 
county, I l l ino is , and in this community 
he was converted January 8, 1892, where, 
January 12, 1892, he joined the Uni ted 
Brethren church . H e first received an 
exhorter 's license, M a r c h 6, 1892, and a 
quarterly conference preacher's license, 
M a r c h 15, 1893, O. F . S m i t h , presi­
d ing elder. These both were also granted 
i n his home community where, too, he 
was received into the Rock R i v e r annual 
conference, September 12, 1894, H . T . 
Barnaby , bishop. H a v i n g been trans­
ferred September 5, 1897, from the Rock 
R i v e r conference, and received into the 
N o r t h M i c h i g a n annual conference, Sep­
tember 15, 1897, i n the session of the 

latter conference held in Midd le ton , 
M i c h i g a n , he was ordained September 
15, 1901, Bishop Hal l e ck F l o y d presi­
d ing . H i s first field to which he was 
assigned, September 24, 1892, was 
Haldane mission in Rock R i v e r confer­
ence, w h i c h he traveled five months'; 
then K n a p p ' s Creek mission, Wiscons in 
conference, eight months; then in N o r t h 
M i c h i g a n , Matherton c ircui t , three years; 
Petoskey mission station,, one year; 
Gratiot c ircuit , three years; Middleton 
c ircuit , three years; has been presiding 
elder now over three years. H e has 
served as pastor, Branch missionary 
secretary, one of the U . B . C. E . super­
visory committee, and presiding elder. 
I n a pastoral relation he has bui l t Cedar 
Po int chapel of Wiscons in conference, 
and East Wash ington church , of Grat io t 
c ircuit , N o r t h M i c h i g a n conference. H e 
was joined in marriage to E v a S. C a t l i n , 
the present Bishop C. L . W o o d offici­
at ing, M a y 1, 1898. Three sons are 
l i v i n g and the daughter is dead. H e 
has officiated at fifty marriages, 135 f u ­
nerals, and has preached 2361 sermons, 
held th ir ty - four revivals in which were 
683 conversions and 306 accessions. 

C H A R L E S W E S L E Y B A C K U S . 

R e v . C. W . Backus registers his b i r t h 
at Port B u r w e l l , E l g i n county, Ontar io , 
November 30, 1855, and records his con­
version i n B a y h a m of said county in Sep­
tember, 1868, and here i n 1879 he joined 
the U n i t e d Brethren church . I n 1879 
on N i a g a r a mission he obtained license 
to preach, and i n 1880 at Port E l g i n he 
was received into the Ontario conference, 
Bishop J . Dickson , presiding. H e was 
married A p r i l 20, 1881. H e was or­
dained i n 1883, Bishop J . J . Gloss­
brenner officiating. H i s first assignment 
to a charge was i n A p r i l , 1880, a two-
man field, Waterloo c ircui t , the Rev . D . 
B . Sherk , his associate, and remained 
on this field one year. Other fields were, 
Dundee, two years; C a n n i n g mission, 
two years; Port E l g i n mission, three 
years; N i a g a r a c ircui t , two years; again 
at Port E l g i n , three years; B e r l i n , and 
supervising N o r t h Water loo and Free-
port missions, two years; again at D u n ­
dee, s i x years; then again B e r l i n , two 
years; the th i rd time to Port E l g i n , two 
years; presiding elder distr ict , three 
years; and though re-elected a year ago 
as presiding elder, he resigned to give 
himself to work on Dundee c ircui t . H i s 
has been a busy l i fe. F i v e church b u i l d ­
ings were erected or purchased and re­
built under h is supervision, and he can 
account for about 500 conversions under 
his min is t ry , among them some of the 
strongest supporters of the church . H e 
was the pastor where our present mis­
sionary secretary, J . H o w e , secured 
license to preach, and had also the pleas­
ure of receiving his Conference colleague 
S. H . Swartz , into the church . 


