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The Hour of Death.

Leaves have their time to fall,

And flowers to wither at the north-wind’s breath
And stars to set,—but all,

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O death !

Day is for mortal care,
Eve, for glad meetings round the joyous hearth,
Nights for the dreams of sleep, the voice of prayer;
But all for thee, thou mig tiest of the earth.

The banquet hath its hour,
Its feverish hour, of mirth, and song, and wine;
There comes a day of grief’s o’erwhelming power,
A time for softer tears,—but all are thine.

Youth and the opening rose

May look like things too glorious for decay,
And smile at thee—but thou art not of those

That wait the ripen’d bloom to seize their prey.

Leaves have their time to fall,

And flowers to wither at the north-wind’s breath,
And stars to set—but all

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O death!

We know when moons shall wane,
When summer-birds from far shall cross the sea,
When autumn’s hue shall tinge the golden grain—
But who shall teach us when to look for thee ?

Is it when spring’s first gale
Comes forth to whisper where the violets lie ?
Is it when roses in our paths grow pale 7—
They have one season—all are ours to die!

Thou art where billows foam,
Thou art where music melts upon the air;
Thou art around us in our peaceful home,
And the world calls us forth--aud thou art there.

Thou art where friend meets friend,
Beneath the shadow of the elm to rest—
Thou art where foe meets foe, and trumpets rend
The skies, and swords beats down the princely crest.

Leaves have their time to fall,
And flowers to wither at the north-wind’s breath,

And stars to set--but all,

Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O death! ) [

A

WILLIAM DILLON, D, D, Editor E. C. MASON, Agent

Vol. XXVii HUNTINGTON, INDIANA, FEBRUARY 2, 1912. No. 30.




2 : The

( Communications. ]

At Life’s End.
EDWIN H. §TOW.
I would, my Father come to thee, to thee;
And there with thee abide thy glory see,
And may thy love accept, and own and bless
E’en me who has no claim for righteounsness,

Thy Son has gone before to homes prepare,
For love he builds for each a temple fair;
Oh with what joylwe will iu heaven behold
Our homes within our Savior’s restful fold,

All glad we there will see our Father’s face,
And bowing ’fore the throne his feet embrace,
Aud thanks retara for all his care below

And for a Savior dear and love’s o’erflow,

We there will meet and know as we are known,

We, too, will reap what we on earth have sown

We there our sheaves will find and much good
cheer,

But naught of woe, por e’en a falling tear.

Then, Father, when my work is filled, take me,
Please take, for where thou art I fain would be;
And as life’s nearly passed and slight of worth,
T'll say to flesh farewell, good by to earth.

On ange! wings, I would to glory fly,

Would pass with joy those pearly gates on high
And glad survey that vast untaught domain,
And there driok in the glories of thy name.
So glad I wait thy final loving call,

Aud in thy haod I trust each bope, my all,
. And there with angels I will God adore

And bless his name through time forevermore.

Pompeii, Michigan.

Life in Scripture.
REV. J. E. HOTT.

According to Scripture God is the au-
thor and giver of life. Gen. 2: 7. From
this it appears that man {s a compound
being, “formed of the dust of the
ground’’ and made to live by breathing
into his countenance. LXX aud Vul-
gate, In faciem ejus, the breath of lives,
which man’s life, not a part of God but
the result of his power. Job 33: 4, John
5: 26; Acts 17: 25.

9. In this capacity Jesus Christ shares
equal with the Father. He is called the
prince or auther of life in Acts 3: 15.
In Col. 3; 4, he is called ourlife, (A
palpable proof of his divinity.)

3. There are degrees or grades of
life. There are different kinds of fleshly
tissue. 1 Cor. 15: 39, and different or-
ders of being, Gen. 6: 19-20. Man be-
ing the bighest that inhabits our world.
James 3: 7.

Begin as low as you will in organisms,
you must have life to begin with. Call
it, “‘the cause of form in organisws,”
“The co-ordinating power behind germ-
inal matter,”’ ‘‘Correspondence with en-
vironment,”’ A vital spiritual forec,”
or what you will, still it is indispensible
to the building of tissue. And, be it
well considered, that according to some
peculiarity with which itis endowed, it
will construct in a different manner and
form, in each particular instance, a dif-
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erent kind of fleshly tissue. Now, this
differentiation must originate iu the life
principle, force, power or cause.

The order of creation as related in
Scripture coincides with science, obser-
vation, and the plainest common sense,
in teaching that vegetable life, the nat-
ural life of man and spiritual life, are
not only different expressions, but are
intended to convey different ideas. Vet
they originate with him who created all
things.

We may or may not comprehend bow
the principle of life may be divisible into
different grades and orders of being, and
yet it is not without analogy iu nature.
Light is, as far as we know one sub-
stance, and yet it bas several properties,
as light, heat, color, momentum.

The trend of Scripture is in harmony
with Drummond’s partial definition of
life, viz., harmonious correspondence
with environment., Any form of life
that cannot take nourishment, or assimi-
late food, is virtually dead. This is a
fact of tremendous scientific importance.
Hence the altitude of Jesus’ declaration
that man shall not live by bread alone but
by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouthof God. Here thelmportance of the
natural life is not ignored but the spirit
or immortal part of man is recognized as
superior to it, and the fact that it de-
pends for {ts nourishment upon com-
munion with God is declared. The ex-
planation of the paradox in Matt 10: 39,
where we are told that he that findeth
his life shall lose it; and the reverse is
found inthis fact. Both Hofman and
Delitzch hold that it turus upon the
point of superiority of the pneumatic or
spiritnal life to that of the psychical or
intellectual, with the result that rational-
ism is death. He who seeks only the
gratification of his physical appetites
and propeunsities is a debauchee, and he
who regards his intellectual life as being
of the first imporiance is a rationalist,
while to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.”’

This idea of feeding and nourishing
our spiritual nature abounds in Scrip-
ture. ‘‘The bread of life,”’ ‘‘the water
of life,”’ ‘‘the sincere milk of the word,”
Eat of my flesh and drink of my blood,”
and many kindred expressions can have
no other meaning than that our spirits
must be in bharmonious correspondence
with God through Jesus Christ in some
available mannper.

This perhaps is the thought symbol-
ized in the sacrament of the Lord's sup-
per. Christ fed the multidudes, but he
never performed a miracle the object of
which ended in our physical nature, It
is terrible to starve.

If au organism or being can be found
that can continuously correspond with
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its environment, we bave eternal life.
Spencer came upon this plain fact in the
study of blology and that in a casual
way withont the slightest intention of
complimenting a cardinal doctrine of the
New Testament. Drummond has made
good use of the discovery.

To whom shall we go, Thou hast the
words of eternal life.”” ‘“‘Because I live
ye shall live also.” I am come that ye
might have life and that ye might have
it more abundantly.”

Mt. Solon, Virginia.

Miracles. .
J. C. YOUNG.

Is the age of miracles only in the dim
past? Are there no miracles these days?
Listen !

.On Sunday morning January 28, 1912,
Rev. I. N. Warfield upexpectedly
reached my home; it was the day of his
appointment but sickness in his family
caused us to give up hope. The only
meeting place possible for us was aschool
house, that day to be occupled by the
liberals, our hope for use of house was
on the morrow. After diopner Brother
Warfield and myself walked to a Chris.
tian home near the school house. Just
previous to our arrival a liberal sister
had telephoned the family asking it
Brother Warfield bad arrived, stating
that the liberal preacher had lifted his
appointment for that day, iutending to
protract a meeting at the village of De-
golia from tbat night. Our Christian
sister again opened up a communication
with the liberal sister and they then
made appointment for a night service,
phoning neighbors for a congregation.
A few met and worshipped; day and
night meetings have been beld since,
day time of course at residences because
of the school sessions. Up to date seven
have started for glory.

On the p. m. of Saturday, February
3, a small band of Christians met at the
house of Rev. J. A. Dieter, whose wife
has been demented for 25 years, who
though kind to everybody else, vented
her spleen on Brother Dieter, often with
oaths and imprecations. Previous to
the dementia she had been a loviag wife
and mother, and a faithful Christian,a
member with us. Brother Dieter during
these years had very, very many sad
days, his home almost unbearable, his
life sorrow, he finding more comfort in
his barn when he should have been
getting needed rest and comfort in the
house. Notwithstanding, his common
expression was I cannot let go of God;
he is my only hope. ]

Although there was no understood
agreement among the assembly that the
burden of prayer should be for the
sister’s healing, it was soou plain what
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was impressing each heart, everybody
was thoroughly agreed that she should
be healed. Sister Dieter met us all cor-
dially and took a seat in the prayer cir-
cle, her demeanor towards Brother Dieter
was unchanged, as was once manifest
after our arrival. During the confer-
ence meeting which followed prayer
Brother Warfield asked Mrs. Dieter if
she would not like to be a Christian.
She replied yes, but it was no use for
her to try. A few minutes afterward
Brother Dieter crossed the room and said
‘‘Mary won’t you go along with me and
serve Jesus?”’ Her manner and reply
almost crushed him. Later a sister-in-
law put her arms around her, kissed her
and asked her to kneel with her; she re-
plied the devil told her long ago not to
kneel, it was no use her trying to bea
Christian. She knelt but made no aundi-
ble prayer. - After taking her seat she
was again asked If she dido’t want to
love Jesus., For a few seconds it was as
if the appeal had fallen on dead ears, but
she arose and determinidly said, I do
want to love Jesus; when I acted the
worst I could have cried. I want you to
pray for me. Was there joy in heaven,
and rejocing in that room? You judge.

After dismissal Brother and Sister
Dieter with others being in the kitchen,
Brother Dieter put his hand on his wife’'s
shoulder, a thing he had not dared to do
for, possibly, twenty years, she at once
reciprocated and put hers on his, looked
into his face and said I will be good if
you will—glorious, well you have it
about as near as it can be expressed.
Would that every skeptic in this world
could bave seen and heard, having the
knowledge of previous conditions. She
kneels with him now in family prayer.
On the next day, Sunday, she kissed
him and asked his forgiveness, saying
she would be good. Father Dieter tells
us that slnce last Saturday afternoon he

has sympathy from her in the place of'

cursings, a kiss instead of an impreca-
tion, and exclaims O how good God is
to me in my old age! Glory be to his
name !}

I repeat is the age of miracles only in
the dim past? The dementia was re-
moved by our God in answer to prayer.
We still hold on to Almighty God for
help and salvation.

Degolia, Pa.

-

A Few Questions to Tobacco Users.
REV. W. C. SOUTH.

You are a Christian and use tobacco
and feel all right about it, so you won’t
mind me asking you a few questionsI
am sure, Does the use of tobacco make
you a better representative of the religion
of Jesus Christ than those who do not
use it? Do you think it helps your in-
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fluence for good, and makes your ex-
ample more wholesome? Would you ad-
vise your boy—or any boy—to take on
the habit? If not, why? If itis good for
you, why not for him? What good
plausable excuse have you for using it?
Please write it out and then on bended
knee's tell God this is your excuse and
ask him to bless you in its use; for the
good book tells vs that ‘‘whatsoever we
do, do all to the glory of God.”” You
say you are not condemned for using it;
then you will not refuse to try an experi-
ment, especially if it 1is a scriptural one,
will you? I presume you thank God for
your food and ask his blessing upon it.
Did you ever do that with your tobacco?
Try it. The next time you take a
‘‘chew’’ hold the plug up towards heaven
and thank God for it, and then ask him
to sanctify it to the good of your body,
for the Bible plainly says nothing is to
be refused, if it be received with thanks-
giving; for it is sanctified by the word of
God and praver.” Again, “whether ye
eat or drink do all to the glory of God.”’
And again, ‘‘whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily, as unto the Lord.” Do you
think Jesus would walk down the street
with a ‘‘cud”’ or pipe in his mouth?
Listen! ‘‘He that saith he abldeth in
him ought bimself also so to walk, even
as he walked.”’ ‘‘becavse as he is, so are
we (to be) in this world.”
Port Elgio, Ontario.

-

Religious Liberty.
MOSES H, CLEMENS.

In a chapter upon Religious Persecu-
tion in his book entitled ‘‘The Faith of
Qur Fathers,”” Cardinal Gibbons says:
‘T heartily pray that religlous intoler-
ance may never take root in our favored
land. May the only king to force our
conscience be the king of kings; may the
only prison erected among us for the sin
of unbelief or misbelief be the prison of
a troubled conscience; and may our only
wmotive for embracing truth be not the
fear of man, but the love of truth and
God.”

The langnage of Cardinal Gibbons in
favor of religious liberty should be taken
to heart by Protestants and Roman
Catholics in every country of the world.
The cardinal would make a good mis-
slonary for such countries as Spain and
Italy. A vast amount of blood shed and
agony would have been avoided if every
pope aud prince of the Roman Catholic
church, from the beginning of the
papacy to the present time, had had the
mind of Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore.
Most assuredly, it is a sign that a
brighter and better day is dawning upon
the world, when men are everywhere
coming to recognize the fact that the

February 21, 1912, 3

rack and the stake were never sanctioned
by the Great Head of the church asa
means for combatting and overcoming
error, but rather the preaching and the
teaching of the Word. It is a great
pity that the FEvangelical Catholic
method of dispelling the darkness of
error by letting the clear light of day
shine has not always been employed.
Let us unite our prayers with those of
Cardinal Gibbons and pray God to stay
the bhand of the cruel persecutor in every
land. Where people differ in their re-
ligious beliefs, they may be expected to
feel themselves under a moral obligation
to correct the supposed or real errorsof
their fellowmen. Let them then appeal
to reason aud revelation and not to the
sword or to brute force and let all be

done in the spirit of the Great Teacher.
Ubee, Indiana.

Fine Spun Threads.

(*“When the thread of the gospel is
too fine spun, it will not clothe a naked
sonl.”’ —Thomas Manton )

Nice distinctions and technical phrases
may hide the fulness of the word of
God, and the simple truth may be
treated in such a philosophical manner
that its strength and substance may be
taken away. Some men preach the
gospel, but there is very little of it. It
is the right wool, but it is spun too fine.
They give milk, it is true, but the water
of their own notions so dilutes it that a
mapn might sooner be drowned in {t than
nourished by it. O to preach a full
gospel ,fully!-—to give it out with the
richness and freeness which poor sin-
ners need. This is one of the great de-
mands of the day. Men are very liberal
in their views, but they are not liberal
in dealing out the precious things of the
gospel of Christ. Cold is this world
and bitter are the blasts of conscience,
and while they are shivering in thelr
sins, poor awakened souls need all the
gospel of grace, and all the grace of the
gospel. O that our brethren would give
up their fine spinning and wire-drawing
of the doctrines of grace, and glve us
something substantial from the store-
house of the everlasting covepmant, and
plenty of it. Alas, toe many despise
the old-fashioned word, and in their
heart of hearts bhate the very doctrine
which they pretend to uphold. We
know some who have no more right in
the Christian ministry than Mahome-

tans, and yet they say they are follow-
ers of Jesus, We have not so learned
Christ.—Bible Scholar.

‘“How much trouble he avoids who
does not look to see what his neighbor
says, or does, or thinks, but only to
wbat he does himself, that it may be
just and pure.—Marcus Aurelius.
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Saved by Grace, Through Faith.

In a recent number, of the Christian
Standard, the ablest paper of the Christ-
ian church, we find this statement:

“‘Close to the importance of the prop-
position that faith saves is the question
of when it becomes operative. The whole
mourner’s bench-system rests on a mis-
taken view of when faith saves. The
doctrine of justification by faith only as-
sumes for faith the immediate remission
of sins in the face of Scripture to the
coutrary. That salvation is not instan-
taneous— that Is, apart from any ex-
pression of faith—Is evident from the
plain teaching of New Testament writ-
ers.”’

We know that this issue, maiks a rad-
ical difference, between the disciples of
Alexander Campbell and most of the
other denominations of Christendom.
We would not speak disrespectfully of
Alexander Campbell, we saw him at
Alliance Ohio in 1861, and heard him
preach, We also heard James Abram
Garfield and Isaac Errett preach. They
were all able men; we noticed there that
whenever they stood up to pray, Camp-
bell would kneel down. By the above
designation, we wish only to distinguish
exactly who we mean and not to be in-
courteous to that denomination of Chris-
tians.

There is another denomination called
by the same name, who publish the Her-
ald of Gospel Liberty, in Dayton, Ohio

The gist of the quotation we make
from the Standard seems to be, to deny
that faith alone saves us, without its
becoming operative in baptism. Also
that justification by faith, flies into the
face, and is contravened by the Scriptures
and that the mourners bench is not a
"place to obtain remission of sins, and that
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salvation is not instantaneously obtained
apart from baptism.

Kindly, and in the spirit of love, and
admiration of the truth, as we see it, we
join issue with the church advancing
this view, though they are considered the
greatest polemic controversalists on the
globe. .

1. We assert that justification is
never conditioned on baptism, in a single
place in the Scriptures. At the time we
come to Christ, for salvation it is attrib-
uted to faith. James attribution of it to
works is dated many years after Abraham
was justified by faith, when he offered
his son Isaac. That was long after
Abraham was circumcised, and Paul
asserts that Abraham was justified by
faith, not in circumcision but in uncir-
cumcision.
dict Paul, for he does not refer to the
time we come to God for justification,
but to our manifesting our faith subse-
quently. So the uniform condition of
justification is faith. Acts. 13:89. “And
by him all that believe are justified from
all things, from which ye could not be
justified by the law of Moses.”” Rom. 4:
2, 3. “‘For if Abraham were justified by
works, he bath whereof to glory? but not
before God. For what salth the Scrip-
ture? Abraham believed God, and it was
counted unto him for rigteousness” which
is equivolent to saying he was justified.
Rom. 5:1 ‘*Therefore being justified by
faith we have peace with God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”’ These and
many wmore passages of Scripture assert
that we are justified by faith, where is
one passage that declares justfication is
secured by baptism? Now as to remis-
sion of sins, we cite Acts. 10:43.
him gave all the prophets witness, that
through his name, whosoever believeth
in him shall recelve remission of sins.”
Here remission of sins is made to depend
on belief in Christ, and unless it is mod-
ified by some other statement of the
word, it must stand, as the condition on
which remission of slns is obtained. We
may be refered to Acts 2:38 “Repent and
be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins’’
But what is the meaning of the preposi-
tion for? It can serve the purpose of the
theory of the disciple church only if its
meaning 1is, to secure, but it has many
other meanings, ‘‘offer for thy cleansing
those things which Moses commanded.”’
Here ‘' for thy cleansing’’ cannot mean
to secure cleansing, because that he had
already obtained. If we refer to the
Greek preposition eis here used, it is
found where it is said the Ninevites
repented at the preaching of Jonas.
At rendered from eis cannot mean
that the Ninevites repented to secure
Jonah to come and preach for them. ‘I

So James does not comtra- -

“To

February 21, 1912.

indeed baptize you with water unto re-
pentance.”’ TUnto is rendered from es.
Did John baptize to secure repentance to
them? No, he required them to repent
before he would baptize them.

There are forty-three original preposi-
tions all of which are rendered for, with
varying meanings. Hence the advo-
cates of this theory hang their doctrine
on a doubtful preposition, while a plain
unambiguous passage conditions re-
mission of sins on faith. As to the
mourners bench, we hold that men
should seek God till they find him
whether at an altar or some other place,
and we have feared that this important
step is omitted by that church. We are
told to “’seck first the kingdom of God”’
that God is arewarder of them who dil-

_igently seek him, to seek the Lord while

he may be found.

Baptism is not the procuring cause of
the remission of sin, or justification or
of life, baptism is the profession that we
have obtained a good conscience. Vears
ago we discussed with one of their min-
isters, Mr. Treat at Washington, Indi-
ana, Heclaimed that our plan of hav-
ing persous come to an altar to seek sal-
vation sometimes failed, while his plan
was sure and never failed. He gavea
case of a lady who came to our altar, but
did not obtain salvation, she applied to
him, and his unfalling method saved
her. . In our reply we held that she
had the same work of seeking God
after she was baptized, that he only
misled her. Then we gave him a case
that occurred at New Hope, Preble
county, Ohio, in a meeting we held, A
lady came to the altar many nights, but
failed of remission and conscious salva-
tion. We could not tell why, until the
next summer, we learned she was living
with a man to whom she was never mar-
ried. We turped to Mr. Treat and said,
you could have made a sure shot in that
case, but we could not, when the whole
house roared with laughter, till his mod-
erator disavowed any such doctrine as
that which Mr. Trear had advocated,

Scripture Exposition.

Romans 1:17. “For therein is the
righteouness of God revealed, from
faith, to faith: as it is written, the just
shall live by faith.””

This is thought to be a critical passage
of Scripture. What is the meaning of
“From faith to faith, and what is the
meaning of the righteousness of God.
That God is, in himself righteous is in-
disputably clear, but this seems not to be
the meaning here. It refers to God’s plan
of constitnting men righteous by faith, in
opposition to becoming righteous by the
law, in perfect sinless obedience. Jesus
was righteous by the law plan, he never
sinned and hence was never obnoxious






