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At The Great White Throne

Lord of earth and sea and sky
On the Great White Throne on high;
From the dust we cry to thee,
Hear, O Lord, our humble plea ;
We are sinful, we are weak,
Yet in faith thy pardon seek;
Leave us not to die alone,
Let the blood of Christ atone,
At the Great White Throne.

Angel hosts in glory sing
Praises unto heaven’s King,
While the aeons come and go
And time’s ceaseless tide doth flow ;
Tears and trouble, pain and grief,
Years are flying, life is brief ;
Though we die in darkest night
May we wake in heaven’s light

At the Great White Throne,

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Shield us from the flaming sword ;
Where the fierce white light doth beat
May we find the mercy seat ;
By his sacred wounds that bleed,
Christ, our sacrifice, we plead ;
Free from sin, to die no more,
May we worship ever more

At the Great White Throne.

WILLIAM DILLON, D.D,, Editor E. C. MASON, Agent
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Work for the Next General Con-
ference.
BISHOP C. L. WOOD.

The question of providing for our
aged and worn out preachers in some
adequate manner should claim the at-
tention of the next general conference.
The needy ministers among the super-
anuated, are not so many but the church
can assist them properly without feeling
it a burden.

In my judgment however, we should
have a general plan for the whole
church., There should be a treasurer for
such a fund, said fund to be paid out
upon the recommendation of a board,
which should be informed as to the per-
sonal of the entire list, of ministers who
would be proper claimants. To leave
our worn and battle scared itinerants to
pick entirely for themselves, left as some
are without means or even a home, is
little less than criminal. Many of our
conferences are small, and have very
little if any funds known as ‘'‘Preacher’s
Aid.” I have now in mind a conference
having one aged and almost dependent
superanuated minnister who has rend-
ered many years of faithful service to
the church, who was voted a collection.
I think about seven dollars was raised
and the parties having it in care said
they would try and make it ten dollars.
This aged minister is depending on a
son of very moderate means for his keep-
ing. The “‘Preacher’s Aid” treasury
exists only in name, no money.

Another conference appropriated $25
to help a minister who has been sixty
years in the church, and active in her
ministry mostly sioce the Civil war,
His age and Infirmities compel his re-
tirement. He has very little income,
scarcely enough to pay taxes on his
little home and provide fuel for the cold
winter, but of course the appropriation
will help a little and no doubt the dear
old brother is thankful. He has been
 used to small salaries all his active life.
I might go on and name other cases.
Even our stronger conferences are back-
ward in building a fund for the proper
care of those of their members properly
deserving and needing help.

We do not mean to neglect this worthy
class of our workers, of the past. The
fact is our plan is at fault, or else we
fail to work it. At best I think our
estimate in rendering help is pretty
small. Let us think a little. How far
will $25 or even $50 go in providing the
most modest comforts in a home with
prices ‘‘sky high’’ and constantly climb-
ing higher? Very few of our more de-
pendent ministers receive as much as
$50.00 from their conference.
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Itrust our next General Conference
will work out a plan for rendering some
suitable help to our worthy and really
needy ministers whose coming days are
gone, The church has had their
strength and years, so to speak, and for
their sake and her own, she must give
these ministers better care.

Our ablest preachers are receiving
such salaries as barely keep them from
year to year, and nothing saved. Six
hundred dollars won’t go as far {u main-
taining a home these times, as three
hundred dollars would fifteen years ago.
Yes, we may almost say ten years ago.
If we had now a general plan, and fund
which all the church were helping to
create by some fair business like method
we could care for every worthy depend-
ent minister and assist their widows and
orphans appropriately, and no one be
burdened. A fund of this kind protected
by proper rules and restrictions, should
receive special donations from our
wealthier people as is the case with the
larger churches. We should not how-
ever depend alone upon benevolent do-
pations, but a suitable and equitable
assessment should be made upon each
annual conference.

Care should be taken in giving help,
only those deserving and needy should
expect help from so sacred a fund. May
we bear from others upon this subject.

Perhaps I am wide of the mark, but I
don’t think so. I bhave felt strangely
stirred as the cold winter has progressed
in the thought that some of our aged
and faithful fathers may be left to suffer,
while the church at large has plenty
and to spare.

Again, let me ask, would a successful
well worked plan to properly help a
worn out itinerant be of any encourage-
ment to young ministers to remain with
and faithfully serve this church? I am
foolish enough to think it would. Tet
us hear from young men, and the fathers
as well. I think the editor will give us
space in the paper to talk this matter
over In a friendly way. I say as a
church we can and must do better for
this worthy list who have fought the
battles of the past.

Alma, Michigan.

Cardinal Gibbons and Saint Paul.
MOSES H. CLEMENS.

A careful investigation of the writings
of Saint Paul and those of the Roman
Catholic Cardinal Gibbons brings to
light a serious disagreement in the mat-
ters of church government.

In his book entitled, ‘‘The Faith of
our Fathers,”’ the Cardinal has the fol-
lowing on page 45: ‘‘The - church,
walking in the footsteps of her divine
spouse, never repudiates sinners, nor
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cuts them off from her fold, no matter
bow grievous or notorious may be their
moral delinquencies; not because she
connives at their sin, but because she
wishes to reclaim them. She bids them
never to despair, and tries, at least, to
weaken their passions, if she caanot al-
together reform their lives...... We
know, on the other hand, that sinners
who are guilty of gross crimes which
shock public decency, are virtually ex-
communicated from Protestant Commun-
ions.”” In the fifth chapter of his first
epistle to the Corinthians, Saint Paul
says: ‘It Is reported commonly that
there is fornication among you, and such
fornication as is not so much as named
among the Gentiles, that one should
have his fathers’ wife. And ye are
puffed up, and have not rather mourned,
that he that hath done this deed might
be taken away from among you. For I
verily, as absent in body, but present in
spirit, have judged already, as though I
were present, concerning him that hath
so done this deed; in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered
together, and my spirit, with the power
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such
an one unto Satan for the destruction of
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus. Purge
out therefore the old leaven, that ye
may be a dew lump, as ye are unleav-
ened...... Tbkerefore put away from
among yourselves that wicked person.’’
Saint Paul would evidently have sinners
excommunicated, ‘‘who are guilty of
gross crimes which shock public de-
cency,”’ while Cardinal Gibbons would
never exclude them from the fold.
These two great men are discovered to
be at variance, and the question arises,
“‘whom shall we follow. )

On page 116 of ‘“The Faith of our
Fathers,”” the Cardinal says; “‘In our
course of humanities, we listened every
day to the reading of the Bible, When
we were advanced to the higher branches
of philosophy and theology, the study
of the sacred Scriptures formed an im-
portant part of our education. We read
besides, every day, a chapter of the New
Testament, not standing or sitting, but
on our knees, and then reverently
kissed the inspired page. We listened,
each day, to selections from the Bible,
at our meals, and we always carried
about us a copy of the New Testament.’’
According to Cardinal Gibbons, there-
fore, the New Testament is inspired. If
the fifth chapter of Saint Paul's first
epistle to the Corinthians is inspired,
Cardinal Gibbons’ book entitled ‘‘The
Faith of our Fathers,” cannot be in-
spired by the same spirit. Accordingly
Saint Paul is to be followed in preference
to Cardinal Gibbons. As much as the
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Cardinal has read the New Testament
and carried it about with him, he should
have been capable of writing 2 book that
would be in harmony with the inspired

volume.
Ubee, Indiana,

True Benevolence.
REV. J. S. BEERS.

Webster defines benevolence as, the
disposition to do good; good-will; kind-
ness; benignity; tenderness. But this is
a comprehensive term, and some of these
virtues mentioned in this definition are,
strictly speaking, rather the attributes of
benevolence, Indeed this term expresses
comprehensively, the whole moral char-
acter of God, and that of all holy beings.
The Scriptures assert that ‘‘God is love;”’
that is, all his moral attributes are only
the attributes of benevolence. Again,
this term most fully expresses the sum
total of Christian character, which char-
acter is referred to in Scripture as ‘‘the
divine nature’’ of which Christians are to
be partakers, and again, as ‘‘the image
of God”” to which they are to be con-
formed.

So much in fact is involved in the sub-
ject presented by this term, that one can
hope to cover but little in a singlearticle,
hence I will be able only to give but an
outline in condensed form.

I. What {s not benevolence.

1. Tt does not consist primarily inany
state of the sensibility; that is, it Is not
an involuntary feeling of any kind or de-
gree. Such feelings are constitutional
and of necessity, and for this 1eason, can
have no moral character. Sinners may
and do possess them as well as saints.

2. It does not consist in any state of
the intellect. Light and knowledge are
indeed conditions to benevolence, but no
kind or degree of knowledge coastitute
it. These are as essential to sin as to
holiness. ’

3. It does not consist in any outward
act. Outward acts have no moral char-
acter within themselves. The moral
character of conduct lies alone in the
voluntary state of mind, or the attitude
of an enlightened will, in which all
moral activity originates,

II. What is true benevolence.

1. True benevolenceis a phenomenon
of thz will, That is, it is essentially
a voluntary state of mind, a choice, an
attitude of free will. This must be so,
or it can have no moral character, and
would be no virtue,

2. True benevolence is good will. It
is the choosing of the good of another
for that other’s sake. It consists in
choosing, willing, or intending, the high-
est good of God and universal being, as
an end. }

3. True benevolence consists in love.
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Love is good-will. See Luke 2:14, In
1st Corinthians, the 13th chapter, the
term ‘‘charity’’ Is employed. This means
love, good-will, benevolence; and by re-
ferring to this chapter, no one need to
mistake what true benhvolence is.

III. Someof the essential attributes
of benevolence. An attribute is the
permaneut quality of a thing. The at-
tributes of benevolence are those perma-
nent qualities which belong to its very
nature.

1. Voluntariness. That is to say, it
is primarily of the will; and, of course,
it can imply only such states of mind as
are under the control of the will. It
never implies any involuntary thoughts
and feelings.

2. Liberty. Benevolence is a free
and spontaneous state of mind. No
force, necessity, or coercion produces it:
for the mind has the power at every mo-
ment to choose and act in on opposite
direction.

3. Intelligence. That is, the mind
chooses and acts iatelligently. It not
only knows what it chooses, and why it
chooses, but also that it chooses in ac-
cordance with the dictates of reason,
and the law of God.

4. Virtue. Benevolence is an active
and efficient state of mind, and as such,
it has moral character. It is moral per-
fection, uprightness, or moral excellence.
It is all that the moral law requires.

5. Disinterestedness. That is, bene-
volence ‘‘seeketh not her own,” it does
not make self interest its end. Selfish
love makes the relation of good to self
the condition of choosing it; but true
benevolence aims at the good of another
for thelr sake, as an end, and not be-
cause of self,

6. Impartiality. Benevolence is no
respector of persons. It knows neither
friend or foe, white nor black, bond nor
free, but sincerely calls every man bro-
ther, and seeks the good of all and of
each.

7. Mercy. Such is the nature of
benevolence, that it will seek the good
even of those who deserve evil, when
this can be wisely dope. It is good-will
toward all, and of course, is disposed to
pardon the guilty.

8. Justice. Benevolence renders to
all their due: tribute to whom tribute,
custom to whom custom, honor to whom
honor, It always aims at the universal
good of being its ultimate end, hence it
can do no less than to rebuke the wrong
doer, and when the universal good de-
mands it, to call for his punishment.

" 9. Humility, “Charity (love) vaunt-
eth not itself, is not puffed up.”

10. Patience. ‘‘Charity (this love,
i, e. benevolence) is'not provoked,”
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11. Longsuffering. ‘‘Charity suffer-
eth long.”
12, Kindness. “‘Charity is kind.”
13, Veracity. ‘‘Charity rejoiceth In
the truth,’”’

14. Meekness. ‘‘Charity beareth all
things—endureth all things.”

15. Stability. “‘Charity never fail-
eth.”" True benevolence is not up to-
day and down to-morrow, ‘it abideth.’,

IV. Some remarks on the subject.

1. Many more attributes of benevo-
lence might be pointed out, and these
already mentioned more fully explained,
but space will not permit.

2. Dear reader, have you this bene-
volence? Is the end for which you live,
the highest good of universal being? Do
you love God supremely, and your
neighbor as yourself? If not, then you
are nothing but a sinner.

3. Much religion is of supremely a
selfish type. Too many aim at their
own good in their religlon; that is, they
make their own personal good and sal-
vation the condition of their being re-
ligeous. Let such read the teaching of
Christ in Matt. 16: 24, 25, and beware
of selfishness.

4. Sin in its real nature is selfishness,
and all selfishness is sin, no matter where
it is found. It cotsists in aiming at the
wrong end.

5. Holiness In its real nature is love,
or disinterested benevolence. It consists
in aiming at the right end, or in choos-
ing the highest good of universal being,

as an ultimate end, for its own sake.
Bates, Michigan.

Is There a Hell?
W. C. SOUTH.

Did it ever occur to you that there
might after all, be a hell? Have you
ever really given the subject any
thought except to try to convince your-
self that there is none? No! it is not
pleasant.to think about, much less would
it be to wake up and find yourself in its
grasp. Do you not think it the better
way to be on the safe side of this ques-
tion? If there is a hell, who do you
suppose go there? Do you think that
old man with gray hailr and faltering
step, who arose in the meeting the other
night and told how Jesus saved him from
sin: of his love to him for it, and how
bright bis hope of heaven was until his
dear old wrinkled face fairlv shone, is on
the road to despair?

Do you think that sweet faced lady
that tucked you in your little bed at
night after you had lisped your evening
prayer; she, who watched over yon when
every other eye was shut, and nursed
you.back to health: she who did not fail
to pray for you every night since you

(Continued on page 9.)
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2 Editorial. 2

Dancing.

We have been asked to treat the sub-
ject of dancing. Popular and formal
churches tolerate dancing, and in Salem,
Oregon, the Unitarian church had dances
in the church, when we lived in Salem.

" T‘his is not a matter of wonder, because

the Unitarlans do mnot seek salvation,
they claim that they are naturally good
enough to get to heaven, and do not
seek forgiveness of sins, and are as
worldly as other unprofessing sinners.
Formal and popular churches, are in
cold storage, were never quickened nor
warmed into spiritual life, They are
natural, not spiritual persons, were never
born of God, or have forsaken God if
they ever knew him. When a person is
born of God, the new nature implanted
in him, the germ of a new life from
heaven imported and planted in him he
would no more dance tham he would
steal or murder.

A lady asked Bishop McElvain
whether there was any harm in dancing.
He answered: ‘‘A Christian has no dis-
position to dance.” Promiscous danc-
ing by men and women together is ab-
solutely indecent, and no pure person
will engage in it: Thereis but one force
that inspires dancing, and gives it in-
terest, that is lust, remove that motive

-and the dance looses all its interest.
The police of New York City say that
seven tenths of the fallen women of that
city are brought to that state through
the dance. ‘The same attitudes and po-
sitions that are taken on the dance floor
if indulged on the street would produce
a scandal, and would not be allowed by
respectable people. If a man was to
land his wife on the sidewalk from his
buggy in a town and some lustful buil
of Bashan would embrace her in his arms
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in huging dancing style, the man would
take it as an insult and strike or shoot
him. Isit any better on the dancing
floor than on the street?

The philosopher Seneca said, no man
in his senses will dance. Certainly then
no decent woman will dance in the lust-
ful embrace of a man. In the state of

- Washington we held a meeting at Elber-

ton, a lady lived there who was a leader
of plety in her church, until she engaged
in a dance, and she lost all her influence
for good in the community. No one
who dances can have any influence for
good in a series of meetings. No per-
son approaching death will call for the
prayers of dancing professors. Dancing
is to be shunned as a viper, if virtue is
maintained and a good {nfluence is pre-
served.

—_———

The Lodge Dynamiting.

The Federal grand jury at Indianapo-
lis, which has been investigating the
dynamite conspiracy of which the Mec-
Namara crimes are believed to have been
a part, has indicted fifty-four men,
thirty-eight of whom were arrested with-
in twenty-four hours. Most of the
thirty-eight men arrested are members
of the International Association of
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, of
which John J. McNamara was secretary
and treasurer.

Five arrests were made in Indianapolis;
including Frank M. Ryan, president of
the Internatjonal Association of Bridge
and Structural Iron Workers; H. S.
Hockin, treasurer, and John T. Butler,
first vice-president of the same organiza-
tion, and two other members, Accord-
ing to McManigal’s story, Hockin was
in charge of the dynamite work for three
years after the first explosion in Detroit,
and was superceded by McNamara only
because he was found to be taking a
‘‘rake-off'’ out of the money appropriated
for the active dynamiters who were
carrying out his plans. After this dis-
covery Hockin ceased to be ‘‘field gen-
eral,’”’ says McManigal, and the job was
given to J. J. McNamara, who could be
trusted not to do any grafting,

A part of the evidence against Ryan is
reported to be in the form of letters in
his own handwriting which were found
in the files of McNamara. This is de-
nied indignantly by Ryan and his friends.
Besides thefarrests in Indianapolis, oth-
ers of the indicted men were found at
their homes or regular places of business
in Cleveland, New York, Boston, St,
Louis, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Daven-
port, Denver, Detroit, Chicago, Cin-
cinnati, Kansas City, Duluth, Syracuse
and other cities.

United States District Attorney Miller
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has made public the contents of the in-
dictments,  Fourteen of them allege
‘‘Consummated acts’’ in the dynamite
conspiracy. That is, acts in which the
lllegal transportation of explosives by
some of the conspirators resulted in
actual destruction of property and in
some cases loss of life. ‘There are four-
teen which allege - “unconsummated
acts;’’ that is, cases in which the illegal
transportation of explosives is not known
to have been followed by destruction of
property. There are also other indict-
ments of a more special natare. All the
arrests were made on one indictment
which charge conspiracy to ship explo-
sives from state to “state on a passenger
car, and mentions a specific shipment
from Bellefontain, Ohio, to Indianapolis.

VA.ll the defendants are to be arraigned in

the Federal Court in Indianapolis on
March 12, 1912 i

Is it not amazing what troubles, de-
struction of .property and life, a little
minor secret; society can cause. The
government must take it in hand and
prosecute its members while cold, dead
churches smile on these orders with ap-
proval.

Persjonzils and Notes.
_ Rev. E. C., Mason preached at Central
College last Thursday evening,

Rev. W. H. Kindel held quarterly
meeting at College Park, last Sabbath,

Rev. R. V. Gilbert is holding a meet-
ing at South Reading with hope of suc-
cess.

Rev. W. P. Cassady is engaged in a
meeting at Pleasant Valley, Elida cir-
cuit, Auglaize conference.

Rev. Harold ‘Mason has received thir-
teen members. siuce taking charge of
Adrian station in Michigan,

Bishop C. L. Wood was in Hunting-
ton last Saturday, on his way to Servia
to hold a series of meetings.

Rev. Moses Clemens, the pastor at
College Park, is engaged in a series of
meetings at Central College.

Rev. A. F. Stoltz will hold quarterly
meeting on the field served by Rev. W.
C. South, Port Elgin, March 2, 1912.

The county unit temperance law has
been passed by both houses in Kentucky.
The result will be that all its counties
but three, will be voted dry.

Rev. I. N. Warfield says he is in a
meeting at Dogolia, has engaged in this
meeting five nights, last night one was
saved and the interest is still on the in-
crease.






