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Points of Doctrine.
REV. A. F. STOLTZ.

It is said that “‘nothing Is settled un-
til it is settled right.”” In doctrinal dis-
putes the truth will ultimately prevail
when it is clearly stated. A point that
requires settling is whether being ‘‘born
again’’ and being ‘‘filled with the spirit’’
are one and the same thing or not. We
take the position that they are not iden-
tical although one may be born again
and filled with the Spirit at the same
time. We are of the opinion that these
two things may occur at the same time
or they may not. Paul evidently was
born agaln and filled with the Spirit at
the same time, but the other apostles
and disciples were born again and later,
on the day of Pentecost, were filled with
the Spirit. 'The new birth occurs at the
beginning of the Christlan life. It is
not necessarily repeated. The infilling
of the Spiritisrepeated. Trace the lives
of the early Christians in the” book of
Acts and you will find they were repeat-
edly filled with the Spirit. Why is it
repeated? Because the filling of the
Spirit is the enduement with power for
service. Like electric power, when not
in use, is turned off; so the divine power
is turned off when not In use. If we
use the power constantly there may be
such a thing as being constantly full of
the Holy Spirit and of faith as was
Barnabas. Now if any one can correct
the writer in his view he is in no danger
of being involved in a controversy.

Brother South and brother Beers did
a good service in threshing out the sin
question. Both sides were ably pre-
sented. It seems the term ‘‘Original
sin, or birth sin, or inbred sin’ as you
may choose to call it, is gradually
getting into disuse! Dr. James Mudge
said it ought to be consigned to the
museum of theological curlosities.
Since there is no voluntary element in it,
it is questionable whether it ought to be
called sin. Therefore the term heredity
is being used instead. New bottles for
the new wine.

The idea of victory over sin instead of
eradication of the hereditary principle is
gradually galning the ascendancy. Sin
as guilt is forgiven or purged; while sin
as a force, is conquered, not once for all,
but continually, for evidently we bave to
contend with it as long as we are in the
body. Paul speaks of the mystery of
iniquity. There is a mystery about it
so it is better not to be too dogmatical.
We know we have the cure for itin
Christ which ought to satisfy our minds.
The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us
from sin before the law, while the Holy
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Spirit witnesses to this fact, and also
strengthens the believer against the
power of sin, so that victory is assured.

The Religion of Odd Fellowship.
PROF. MOSES H. CLEMENS, M. A,

The above is the title of a new book
by a Liberal United Brethren pastor, Dr,
Claude E. Sayre, of Freeport, Illinois.
This book is written in defense of secret
socleties, especially the Odd Fellows.
In his circular he enumerates the sub-
jects of the nine chapters and quotes
several testimonials from Odd Fellows.
‘‘Brother Odd Fellow,”” he exclaims,
‘‘be prepared for the attacks made upon
your soclety. This book answers every
criticism and tells how the lodge helps
men to be better and to do for their fel.
low man the thing that ought to be
done.”

We propose to investigate briefly the
religlon of Odd Fellowship. Before us
lies the fourth edition of a booklet which
was compiled and issued under the di-
rection of the Grand Lodge of Ontario,
by J. B. King, Grand Secretary. This
little book is entitled: **Odd Fellowship,
what it is, what it has done, what it Is
doing, why you should join it.”” The
author has also told us what Odd Fel-
lowship was in the following words:
‘“The Independent Order of Odd Fellows
was established on this continent in 1819
at Baltimore, ‘Maryland, and was for
some years largely a social convivial
club.””  Such was the beginning of Odd
Fellowship according to the above state-
ment of the Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Ontaric. Now mark
what ‘‘a social convivial club’’ has un.
dertaken to accomplish. The Grand
Secretary says in his little book that the
great mission of Odd Fellowship is the

elevation of character, to make men and

women better, that the Independent
Order of Odd Fellowship is an organiza-
tion having for its object the elevation
of mankind, morally, intellectually, so-
cially, and physically, that it strives to
break down the artificial barriers that
separate man from his fellowman and
places all upon an equality, as members
of one great family, that it opposes all
forms of vice and Immorality, teaches
temperance in all things and strives to
lead men to the cultivation of brotherly
love and human sympathy, that it strives
to eradicate the besetting sin of selfish-
ness by teaching its members the value
and necessity of mutual helpfulness,
that it offers truth as an easy solution
for all difficultles, that it stands for right
against might, with love against hate,
with hope against despondency and de-
spair, instructing the young to venerate
the old, and inculcating that divine doc-
trine that as man cate from a common
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parent heis bound to own those tles
which bind him to his fellowman, Ac-

cording to Secretary King it is the

bounden duty of every eligible man and
woman to unite with the Order and
‘‘help on the grand work it i{s doing in
elevating the standard of morals as well
as in solving the great social problems of
the day.”” Grand Secretary King gives
the following creed in his little book:
*‘Odd Fellowship, while it is free from
anything of a sectarian character, has
always held belief in a Supreme Being,
the Creator and Freserver of the Uni-
verse, as a cardinal principle; and has
maintained the Fatherhood of God asa
doctrine of equal importance with the
doctrine of the brotherhood of man.
Concerning the qualities and attributes
of the Divine Father, it has never un-
dertaken to pronmounce with authority;
nor does it question the moral character
and good citizenship of those who declare
that they have no belief in a Supreme
Being. Tt simply exercises the right of
all voluntary associations to prescribe
the qualifications for membership in its
owu circle. It has always insisted, and
will jusist, that belief ina Supreme Be-
ing is absolutely necessary to attain or
retain a place within its ranks. No one
should offer himself for membership in
our Order who has not this belief; no one
should be accepted without it; and no
member who loses faith in such a Su-
preme Being can honestly and consist-
ently remain with us.” The foregoing
will suffice to show wherein the ‘‘re-
ligion”’ of Odd Fellowship counsists.
Now, let it be known that the Order
undertakes to do all those great things
without the aid of Jesus Christ, whose
name does not occur even in the creed
which Secretary King presents in his
booklet. Moreover, the name of Jesus
Christ is excluded from the prayers pro-
vided in the ritual of the Order. It is
known as a positive fact that a Jew can
secure the ruling of the name of Christ
out of the prayers offered by the chap-
lain in a lodge of Odd Fellows, Ifa
case would come up on appeal to the
lodge of which you are secretary, asto
whether it were lawful to use the name
of Jesus Christ in prayer in Qdd Fel-
lows' lodges, bow would you decide it?
To this question the Grand Secretary of
of the Grand Lodge of Obio replied:
“Rule Christ out on account of the
Jews.”
represented to have gone to the lodge
above, whether he was a professed fol-
lower of Christ, a Mohammedan or a
Jew,

This is the religion which Dr. Claude
E. Sayre recommends and which he ex-
horts his lodge brother to defend, and
Dr. Sayre's book on the Religlon of Odd

The departed Odd Fellow is,
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Fellowship has been recommended in the
Religious Telescope, the official organ of
the Liberal United Brethren in Christ!
By recommending the religion of Odd
Fellowship, Dr. Sayre and the editor of
the Telescope are sowing the tares of error
in the world, Surely those gentlemen
could be better employed !

Experience.

I am a member of the United Breth-
ren church at Sabetha, Kansas. I bave
just recently taken out quarterly con-

" ference license to preach and have been
preaching some wherever the Lord opens
the way. I am at present holding meet-
ings In the Falrview Park on Saturday
evenings., For the last several years, I
have been reading the CONSERVATOR,
and in fact it was one of the means which
helped me to realize, that I had never
found the wonderful secret of abiding in
the Lord. I have been a church mem-
ber for a number of years, and for the
last several years I have been endeavor-
ing to live the best Christian life that I
knew bow, and still the longing within
my soul was not satisfied.

Last winter I found out that I lacked
something in my experlence, and so I
sought the Lord, and I certainly found
him. From that day to this I have been
epjoying salvation. My soulis contin-
ually overflowing with joy unspeakable.
I have never once imagined that it was
possible to live in such a close relation-
ship with God. The natural man is blinded
to all the wonderful things of the spirit-
ual life, ‘‘But the natural man receiv-
eth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him.
Neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.’”” 1 Cor,
2:14. ‘“‘But as it is written, eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that

love him. But God hath revealed them -

unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things
of God.”” 1 Cor. 2:9, 10.

The natural unregenerated man has
not the least idea of the joys, which
come to one at regeneration. It issim-
ply wonderful. Words can never express
the joy that is continually flooding my
soul.

Human tongue can never tell of love
divine.”

#Oh that I could tell him as I know him,
My Redeemer who has brightened all my
way.
If Icould only tell him as I know him,

I am sure that you would make him yours
today.”?

I am sure that many other ministers
have found it true, that no matter how
hard they try to tell of Christ, his great
love to all, the sweet communion with

God, the blessed assurance of eternal
life, and the joy of living a pure life,
they can never do it.”’

The apostle Paul says, “God who
commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to
glve the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.”’ For what man knoweth the
things of a man save the spirit of a man
which is in him, even so the things of
God knoweth no man but the Spirit of
God. Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit of
God; that we might kpow the things
that are freely given to us of God.”

We must know the Holy Ghost. We
must be sure that we are saved, and
prepared to meet God at any moment,

I used to think that it was impossible
to be absolutely certain that I was saved
and to be certain of heaven, but the
blind has been removed and I can truly
say with Paul *‘For we know, that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.” Bless the Lord! Isn’t
that glorious?

Jesus said, ‘‘Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, except a man be born agaln, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” And
again, *'I tell you, nay, but except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish’’
We must be sure that we have really re-
pented, and been born again. I know
that there are many sincere people in
our church as well as in others, who
think that they are all right, but yet do
not have real salvation.

‘“The new man is renewed In exact
knowledge after the image of him who
created us’’ My favorite Scripture is
‘“T'herefore if any man be in Christ he is
a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold all things are become
new.”” God alone has creative power,
therefore divine power alone can make
us new creatures. No matter how sinful
we may be, God can cleanse us in the
twinkling of an eye. We cannot grow
into grace, but after we bave been
adopted into God's family and re-
ceived the Holy Ghost we can grow In
grace. When a person gets salvation
he knows it, and it does not take the
people around him long to find it out.
When a person gets his feet on the rock
he knows it, and he can truly say, *‘On
Christ the solid 10ck [ stand, all other
ground is sinking sand.” Before I was
saved, I sometimes thought, that if any-
body got to heaven I ought to, because I
was trying so hard to live right, but
when I came to thelight, I saw the noth-
ingness of my own righteousness before
God. ‘‘By grace are ye saved, through
faith, and that not of yourself it {s the
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gift of God not of works, lest any man
should boast.”’

I have already been very zealous for
an education, and always enjoy study-
ing Latin, geometry and botany; but
compared with heavenly wisdom, wis-
dom of this world is foolishness. I can
truly say, as I once heard a dear brother
say, ‘‘although I know very little about
botany, I have seen the rose of Sharon,
and the lily of the valley, Although I
know very little about astronomy, I have
seen the star of Bethlehem, and although
I know very little about geology, I
know that I am standing on the solid
rock, Christ Jesus, Blessed be God!
Salvation is a real thing. It is not sim-
ply an imaginary thing.

Each one of us, as ambassador for
Christ should hold the banner high and
keep it from tralling in the dust, and
keep in mind our motto, ‘‘Remove not
the anclent landmark which thy fath-
ers have set.”

I have an unmistakable call from God
to evangelistic work, and I feel certain
that this must be my life work. I wlll
probably take a regular appointment to
preach until I am more thoroughly
prepared to take up the work. I have
found that two of the most important
factors for any true minister, are, (1) a
careful and prayerful study of the
Scriptures, and (2) being alone with
God I desire the prayers of the United
Brethren people that I may be used as
an instrument in God's hands to the
salvation of preclous souls.

Infidel Inconsistency.

A man, seeing a Bible in a Cleveland
lawyer's office not long ago, referred
contemptuously to the Book, declaring
it to be overated and of little real merit
or importance; and, on beilng asked if he
had ever read it, replied that e had ndt,
further than a few pasages occasionally.

A few minutes later the lawyer asked
him his opinion of the commentaries of
Blackstone, and he sald that he did not
consider himself competent to express an
opinion on the subject, as Blackstone
was universally recognized as the great
authority on law. Besides, his reading
of Blackstone was very limited, he said.

““And yet,” said the lawyer, ‘‘you evi-
dently think yourself qualified to pass
an opinion concerning the value of a
book that the greatest men agree far
surpasses Blackstone and every other
literary work the world has known.”’

Such is the concelt and ignorance of
the average skeptic when any question

relating to the Bible is under consider-
tion. He speaks ill of the things he
knows nothing of, and because he pre-
fers darkness to light, is willfully blind
to truths that can be recognized by un-
prejudiced persons who are possessed of
any intelligence at all.—T. Darley Allen,
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&£ Editorial.,. &2

Benevolence.

What is true benevolence? Giving
alone does not comprehend it, in its en-
tirety. It must be deliberate and vol-
untary, When it is coerced and con-
strained it is not benevolence. There
are those, who when excited and per-
suaded by a strong speech, will give, but
this is not deliberate giving. To be
benevolent, it must be continuous.
There are persons who take a notion to
glve at certain times, but the spell gets
off and they cease to give for time to
come. Benevolence must be impartial,
not confined to a certain class, clique or
order, it must seek the good of all man-
kind so far as there is ability and oppor-
tunity. In like manner it must be uni-
versal. There must be no sinister mo-
tive, or object to profit by the gift, and
get more than was given. It is reported
that the Havermyer sugar trust gave
three millions of dollars to one of the
political campaigus, knowing that they
stood for high tariff, and that they made
thirty millions when the tariff took effect.
No one can in the highest sense be be-
nevolent in a sinful state in which they
will selfishly. Love must fill men’s
hearts, and permeate their lives, to se-
cure this state of mind. Sin has per-
verted man’s being and his nature must
be changed to right him. While in this
unregenerated condition men may preach
with wrong motives, pray to be heard of
men, and give, to have the trumpet
sounded iu their praise. Men who are
bound by oaths or other man-imposed
obligations, to minister to the sick, and
to relieve the wants of a certain order,
cannot be considered benevolent under
the above rules. Those who are ob-
ligated not to defrand a certain class,
lack the qualities that constitute this
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virtue, their obligation under the law of
love is to all and when it is restricted to
a part it isselfish, There may be special
duties we owe to our families that we
are not under to all men, and special
obligations to God’'s people, but we
should seek the highest good of all men
of every nation, tongue and tribe. The
various secret unjons, in a most manifest
way violate God’s law of love. They
seek to keep pon-union men out of work,
injure them, and their families and it is
sinful to belong to any of them. The
United order of American Mechanics
transgress this law, their object isto
keep foreigners out of work, and to se-
cure work for those who are American
born, provided they are in their order,
One man s born in Detroit, another in
Windsor, Ontario, God views them alike,
but the union has respect of persons for
those born on the United States side.
James determines this wmatter, ‘‘If ye
have respect of persons ye commit sin,
and are convinced of the law as trans-
gressors.”’

Right.

It is an aphorism, that nothing is set-
Jted till it is settled right.  Sometimes
rightis on the scaffold, and wrong upon
the throme, but that coudition cawonot
endure,  Revolution and overturning
will occur till things are righted. Man
looks at a narrow section, God looks on
the whole scene, the ages, and eternal
cycles are viewed by deity. Wrong may
triumph for generations and centuries,
but its days are numbered and its years
must end. The wicked Turk has held
the Holy Land for centuries. Godfrey
of Bonlon captured it from the Turk,
and it was held in sacred hands nearly a
century, when Saladan the islam general
retook it for the Turks. But Turkey is
diminishing, weakening, and indica-
tions augur its fall. It is the support
of a false religion and cannot endure.

In our early years, slavery was en-
trenched and enthroned in our Southern
States. It divided the Me¢thodist church,
the Baptists, the Presbyterians, and di-
divided the Protestant Methodist church,
Southern preachers advocated slavery as
a divine institution, and claimed that it
was supported and taught by the Scrip-
tures. In our early ministry, Ohlo, was
bound in the bondage of pro slavery
sentiment and my presiding elder was
threatened for temperately speaking
against it. Doctor Lewis Davis was os-
tracised and compelled to abandon his
feld of labor in Southern Qhio, for say-
ing In a private house: “Why could not
we do as Equador, buy the freedom of
our slaves?”’” But the great and good
John Wesley sald ‘‘Slavery is the sum of
all villainies.”” God was against it, and
although it reigned for over two hundred
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years, and appeared to be fastened on
our country for all time, God Almighty
struck it and knocked it out forever,

Now we are in the battle with the
liquor traffic. The lines of battle are
not in array between Gog and Magog,
but it is Grog against no Grog. Hosts
of selfish men and millions of money,
are pledged to the maintainance of rum.
While all genuine Christians and moral
civil men, are consecrated to its over-
throw and destruction. Liquor produces
most of the crime, poverty, degeneracy
and ruin of the country. But though
this reform may meet with reverses and
temporary defeats, it must finally win,
and this devastating traffic will be over-
thrown. In Iceland there are no sa-
loons, liquor dare not be imported nor
sold there, they bhave no prisons, asy-
lums, infirmarfes nor any illiteracy.
This world would be immensely Iim-
proved if liquor was absent.

The question of secret socleties must
be settled. Freemasonry cawme near be-
ing blotted out of our country, in the
second quarter of the past century. By
a dark conspiracy conducted by wicked
masons, Captain Willilam Morgan of Ba-
tavia, New York, was abducted and by
previously arranged relays, was conveyed
to Fort Niagara, imprisoned for a few
days then drowned in the Niagara river.
The -uprising was so great that forty-
five thousand masons out of fifty thou-
sand, their whole number, left the or-
der, and Charles G. Finney said they no
more expected Its revival, than we look
for the return of slavery. All secret so-
cieties are wrong, men can po more
make a good secret order than they can
make profanity or stealing good. There
is the wrong of method condemned by
Jesus in the start, and the selfish and
wrong purposes to which it is applied,
adds to the enormity. The Molly Ma-
guires of Pennsylvania were organized
to murder. The Clan Nagael brutally
murdered Dr. Cronin in Chicago. The
Camora of Ttaly was organized and op-
erated to kill their enemies. ‘Theunions
have frequently murdered men, as wit-
nessed by the McNamaras, who blew up
the Times buiding in Los Angeles and
killed twenty persons. They have de-
liberate arrangements to conceal crime,
and have no right at all to exist. Re-
formers should be bold, discreet and em-
inently truthful. Give the facts, en-
lighten the people, and wrong must
wither and perish while the right shall
prosper!

Scripture Exposition.
Matthew 7:7, 8, ‘‘Ask and it shall
be given you; seek and ye shall find;
knock and it shall be opened unto you,
for everyone that asketh receiveth, and
he that seeketh findeth and to him that







