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T h e Pastor 's Page. 

T H E SPIRITUAL C H A R A C T E R OF T H E 
P R E A C H E R . 

There are preachers and preachers—some 
of one class and some of another. T h e fact 
that a man is a m i n i s t e r of the gospel does 
not guarantee the man, and for the reason 
that sometimes most o rd inary m e n are ad­
mit ted to the ranks of the m i n i s t r y . A s to 
the wisdom of the ir admiss ion , that is an­
other question, but none the less a question 
w h i c h is now and then handled w i t h poor 
d iscret ion . If a m a n says he is ca l led to 
preach, that he wants to preach, that he 
feels he must preach, w h y many of h is fe l ­
lows hesitate to sit i n judgment on his mo 
t ives and purposes. T h e y say it may be 
that the L o r d has cal led .him, and, i f so, we 
must not stand i n the way. T r u e enough, i f 
the L o r d c a l l a man, then no m a n ought to 
stand i n the way of his h a v i n g a good chance 
to answer his ca l l . 

L e t us keep i n m i n d , however, that the 
L o r d makes no mis takes i n the c a l l H e gives 
to a man . If a m a n says he is ca l led of the 
L o r d to preach the gospel, then i t fa l ls to 
his lot to show that his c l a i m to be cal led 
rests on a good foundation. In the first 
place, the L o r d w i l l not ca l l a man who can­
not qual i fy h imse l f for the work . W e mean 
that a man cal led of God is a m a n who has 
sufficient menta l ab i l i ty , when menta l t r a i n ­
i n g has done its best for h i m , to enable h i m 
to grasp an ord inary question under proper 
effort, w h y we may rest assured that he is 
l abor ing under a ha l luc ina t i on—he is not 
ca l led to preach, and one proof of the fact 
is to be found i n that he has not sufficient 
menta l grasp to study and master the 
thought of God's W o r d so as to present i t 
in te l l i gent ly . 

T h e same is true of a m a n who has not 
sufficient m o r a l s tamina for s tanding as a 
teacher and a leader of the people. If he 
has no m o r a l s trength, he cannot preach the 
gospel successful ly and on that account we 
may rest assured that he is not" ca l led to 
preach. T h i n k of a man , who cannot stand 
against a temptat ion to l ie , say ing that he is 
ca l led to preach the gospel. W e k n o w he 
is m i s t a k e n — f o r God does not c a l l men who 
cannot stand against common l y i n g • to 
preach the gospel. Suppose he does not l ie , 
that he is a good man , but he is weak i n 
" the upper story , " we k n o w that the L o r d 
wou ld not o r d i n a r i l y send out such a m a n to 
represent H i s Son as a preacher. We . say 
o r d i n a r i l y , and by that we mean that there 
may be some exceptions, when the L o r d 
w i l l do some marvelous t h i n g by us ing such 
a weak m a n i n H i s work , but when that is 
the case,, the L o r d w i l l indicate it i n some 
m a r k e d way, and therefore indicate to H i s 
people H i s w i l l . 

T h e r e are three quali f ications w h i c h every 
preacher must have, or i t w i l l be di f f icult 
for h i m to convince t h i n k i n g people that 
the L o r d has cal led h i m to preach, v i z . : H e 
must have a good M O R A L l i fe , he must be 
I N T E L L E C T U A L L Y capable of t r a i n i n g and 
p r e p a r i n g for the work , and he must "be 
S P I R I T U A L L Y a true ch i ld of God. W i t h 
these quali f ications, the church ought to l i s ­
ten to any man who says he feels that God 
has ca l led h i m to preach the gospel. If he 
possesses these quali f ications, then, that far 
he has a fa i r basis for conv inc ing the people 
that God has ca l led h i m to the work of the 
m i n i s t r y , and if he rea l ly possesses the d i ­
v ine c a l l , he w i l l be able to convince the 

church of the fact. T h e n the church m a y 
proceed to open the way for the m a n to do 
the work to w h i c h he says he is ca l led . W e 
urge the. church and her min is ters and coun­
c i ls to t h i n k what i t means to the w o r l d and 
to the church , too, to set apart a man to the 
work of the m i n i s t r y who is deficient mora l ­
ly , in te l l e c tua l ly , and sp i r i tua l l y , deficient, 
we mean, i n any m a r k e d degree. Necessar i ­
ly such an act means that the church is not 
s tanding for i ts own wel fare , nor that of the 
people. 

There is a great lack of true courage and 
s p i r i t u a l ins ight on the part of m a n y con­
ference officials i n a matter of this sort. 
T h e y y i e ld to the admiss ion of a m a n to the 
ranks of the m i n i s t r y when they have m o r a l 
convic t ion that the m a n is not, and is not 
l i k e l y to be, quali f ied i n any m a r k e d degree, 
for the work to w h i c h they are sett ing h i m 
apart, and yet for the lack of a l i t t l e m o r a l 
backbone they give i n , ho ld theh\peace, and 
then let the C h u r c h of C h r i s t suffer for i t , 
i t may be for years and years , and of course 
the results, are disastrous. W h o is to b lame? 
W h y , the m a n who d id not have the wisdom 
and the courage to stand for what is r ight . 
H e gave way, and misch ie f i n the church 
was wrought , to the great detr iment of the 
Master ' s cause. 

One fact ought to stand out so prominent­
l y that a l l m e n of o rd inary sense may see 
i t , v i z . : If the L o r d cal ls a m a n to preach 
the gospel, H e w i l l c a l l a m a n who at least 
has the foundation on w h i c h to bu i ld such a 
l i fe-work. If such a foundation is absent, 
you may rest assured that God has not cal led 
that m a n to enter such a service , and there­
fore he should not be thrust into the work . 
W e are often very m u c h a f ra id that we s h a l l 
hold back some m a n w h o m the L o r d has 
cal led . Do not fear such a result , i f you 
are consc ient ious ly do ing your best for the 
cause of C h r i s t , accord ing to the best l ight 
you have. 

If the L o r d has cal led a m a n to enter the 
m i n i s t r y , even though H i s people should 
make a mis take i n not a d m i t t i n g h i m to the 
m i n i s t e r i a l office, H e who has ca l led h i m 
w i l l see to i t that his bre thren are sooner 
or la ter convinced of the i r error , and later , 
at least, they w i l l admit h i m , seeing they 
were m i s t a k e n and that the m a n is cal led of 
God. A thousand t imes better ho ld back for 
a t ime five wor thy m e n than to admit one 
m a n who is not ca l led of God to enter the 
sacred work . 

It takes a m a n of so l id parts as the basis 
for a preacher. T h e sculptor can make a 
statue of a piece of good marble , but he 
cannot m a k e such a statue of a lump of 
c lay, not because he is not capable of mak­
i n g a statue, but because the c lay is not 
capable of bear ing the w o r k necessary, i n 
order to produce the statue. M a y we not 
say i t is m u c h that way w i t h the dear M a s ­
ter i n m a k i n g preachers? H e is a master 
H a n d i n produc ing preachers of the W o r d , 
provided H e has m a t e r i a l w h i c h is capable 
of endur ing the s t r a i n i n the m a k i n g , oth­
erwise H e cannot give H i s C h u r c h true 
preachers of the gospel. 

There are m a n y things enter ing into the 
make-up of a true, brave, and fa i th fu l m i n ­
i s t ry , but one t h i n g must ever stand as a 
foundation-stone i n that sacred ca l l ing , and 
that is C H A R A C T E R . A m a n wi thout char^ 
acter is as m u c h out of place i n the m i n i s t r y 
as is a mudhole i n the par lor . Character , 
character , c h a r a c t e r — i t is character first and 
last and a l l the way, and wi thout i t no m a n 
has a r i ght i n the C h r i s t i a n m i n i s t r y . There 

are several const ituent parts i n the charac­
ter of the m i n i s t r y , such as the true l i fe oP 
God, for dead men do not p r e a c h ; a good 
mind , for imbeci les are not capable of del iv­
er ing a message; good character , a m a n who 
leaves s l ime i n his t racks , as he goes among 
men, cannot represent the t r u t h of G o d ; 
in te l l ec tua l ab i l i ty , a we l l - t ra ined m i n d , for 
men who have no t r a i n i n g are at a great 
'disadvantage i n not be ing able to give out 
the t r u t h i n a c lear and forc ib le w a y ; the 
i n d w e l l i n g of the H o l y S p i r i t to energize 
and i l luminate and direct i n the L o r d ' s 
w o r k ; a good w o r k i n g knowledge of the B i ­
ble, as conta in ing the reve la t i on of God's 
w i l l to man, for i f he knows not h is B i b l e 
reasonably w e l l , he lacks the basis of h is 
message, and therefore he goes out dumb 
before his hearers ; he must have love, too, 
for wi thout love, we are no th ing and can 
be nothing, and can do noth ing , and for the 
reason that love i n the heart and m i n d of 
man is the element i n w h i c h resides the d i ­
v ine power. 

The preacher must be so true, so noble, 
so great i n C h r i s t , so w e l l quali f ied under 
the power and i l l u m i n a t i o n of the H o l y Sp i r ­
i t , that h is l i fe is a c ont inua l sermon and a 
mighty power among the people, or h is m i n ­
i s t ry must be shorn of i ts s t rength and i n ­
fluence. Oh, beloved people, let us be care­
f u l who are admit ted to the m i n i s t r y ? To ­
day we can point out to those who m a y look, 
instance after instance of the w r e c k of the 
local church through a bad m a n i n the m i n ­
i s t ry . H o w m a n y churches today might be 
sh in ing l ights i n the cause of C h r i s t , i f they 
had never had an unfit m a n for pastor? It 
is t ime to get our eyes open. If a m a n has 
not the r ight k i n d of a character as a m i n ­
ister , no church ought to receive h i m as a 
pastor. 

l l 

KIND H E A R T S B E N E A T H B L U E . 
M a n y a k i n d heart beats beneath a blue 

coat on the pol iceman's corner. In N e w 
Y o r k an of f ic ial was sent out as a "down-
a.nd-outer" to test the att i tude and ac t ion of 
pol icemen to such men. In a l l he approached 
fifty bluecoats w i t h a h a r d luck story. T h e 
results f o l l ow : One po l i ceman bought h i m 
coffee and ro l l s , s h a r i n g his last 25 cents 
to do i t . One took h i m to the k i t c h e n of 
C h u r c h i l l ' s Cafe and got a d inner for h i m 
that would have cost $1.50. One gave h i m 
five cents for carfare so that he m i g h t go 
to the M u n i c i p a l L o d g i n g House . Others 
to ld h i m where to obta in publ i c c h a r i t y and 
some offered to get h i m work . " W i t h pos­
s ib ly two or three exceptions," says the of­
ficer i n h is report, " the att i tude of the po­
l i c e m a n was most k i n d l y . " T h e r e is more 
goodness i n this w o r l d that we suspect. P o ­
l i cemen do not genera l ly have the reputa­
t ion of be ing k ind-hearted , because they must 
often be rough. B u t they are considerate 
and often render an act of service and even 
of sacrifice. L e t us be courteous toward po­
l i cemen, and ourselves pract ice the good 
that we admire i n them. 

A SONG OF HOPE. 
E a c h night is fo l lowed by its day, 

E a c h s torm by fa i re r weather , 
W h i l e a l l the w o r k s of nature s ing 

T h e i r song of joy together. 
T h e n l earn , oh, heart , the i r songs of hope, 

Cease, soul , thy thankless sorrow, 
F o r , though the clouds be d a r k today, 

T h e sun w i l l shine tomorrow. 
—Exchange. 


