i
SmmacAemILEn

I »

N 5 S
e, “‘
h' " FATHERS
T - )ZQ)"QI
VOL XXX HUNTIQG ON, INDIANA, JULY 7, 191?’11/,\’1) . NO. 39
WILLIAM DILLON, D. D., Editor V : »J‘, _ E. C. MASON, Agent

H. L. LYON,
Smith Center, Kansas

. L —



2 The Christian Conservator.

(' Communications. ]

The Lid Taken Off.
Rev. Moses H. Clemens, Ph. D.

When union revival meetings were
held in a certain city the evangelist
had for his subject on one occasion,
“Huntington with the Lid Taken
Off.” As often happens when sin is
uncovered, some impenitent sinners
were enraged and threats were made.
The lid was tilted in a meeting later
when it was made known that a pas-
tor had refused to make a Sunday
evening appeal in behalf of the evan-
gelist lest he should spoil his reputa-
tion as a money-getter! The evan-
gelist could have tilted the lid again
by announcing that this pastor, who
is so jealous of his reputation as a
money-getter, is a thirty-second de-
gree Freemason and that Freemasons
in almost every degree take oaths to
which horrible death penalties are at-
tached!

When men repent of their sins so
truly that they forsake them, God
forgives and promises not to remem-
ber them. “I, even I, am he that blot-
teth out thy transgressions for mine
own sake, and will not remember thy
sing.” No man ought to be charged
again and again with sins which God
has forgiven. On the other hand, in-
iquities which men continue to prac-
tice ought to be uncovered, and it is a
question whether sin ought not to be
uncovered more than is done from
the average pulpit of today. To the
prophet Isaiah the Lord said: “Cry
aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like
a trumpet and show my people their
transgressions, and the house of Ja-
cob their sins.” John the Baptist and
Jesus Christ and his apostles were
not afraid to uncover the sins of men
in high places as well as low. Many
modern preachers distinguish them-
selves from Isaiah, John and Jesus
by flattering their hearers and cov-
ering their sins. As in former times,
s0 also in these modern days true
men are wanted. The call is for men
who love God and truth- and right-
eousness more than their own repu-
tation. The call is not for Moslems,
Buddhists or Freemasons to clothe
themselves and act as preachers of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Such
should first renounce the devil and
his works; then some of them may be
called to preach the gospel.

Dear reader, what would be
brought to view, if the lid were tak-
en off your town or neighborhood?
The light would possibly reveal such
conditions as call for a thorough
cleaning up. Then pray for a mighty

enduement of power from on high
and do what you can toward purify-
ing your environment. Sinners ought
to be moved to clean up and get right
with God.when they recall the solemn
fact that before God the lid is now
and always has been off. “Neither
is there any creature that is not man-
ifest in his sight: but all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to do.”
. £

Loyalty to the Sunday School.
Rev. C. A. Hoover.

This is a subject that should at-
tract our closest attention, for we
find many persons that are not lgyal
to the Sunday schocl, even many
church people do not appreciate the
privilege of the Sunday schoo! and
the opportunities trat it affords
them, so many treat the Sunday
school work as a secondary matter
no, not secondary, but lastly in im-
portance. I do not mean to say that
the Sunday school should come be-
fore the regular service of the churckh,
but it should have our equal atter-
tion with the other services of the
church. The Sunday school is a nur-
sery to the church. If a mother is
loyal to her family she will look after
every need of her family, will suifer
many pains for their sake, will lay
agside her work to try to teach them
so that they may develope and ac-
quire an education so the church
should be a mother to the Sun? -
school by supporting the school in
every way possible.’

1. We should be loyal by giving
suitable accommodations and fur-
nishing all the necessary equipments
that are possible for them to have.
Some think that equipments are not
necessary and that we did not have
these things years ago.” If we should
get them we would be removing the
ancient landmarks that our fathers
have set and it would be fanaticism,
“No, it is not.” In the natural world
things are not done as they were
years ago. Medical science has
changed; the standard of education
has greatly advanced; the business
world has changed and agriculture
has greatly changed. We will argue
the point from the last mentioned.
No one farms now as they did in our
fathers’ and grandfathers’ days. My
grandfather used to tell me that in
his boyhood days they used the cycle
in cutting grain. Then they got the
cradle, then they used the self-rake
machine, finally got the binder, and
now we have the gather attached,
and in some of the western stutes
they thresh the grain and drop it off
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already sacked for market, and some
of our people are in line with the im-
provements as well as other people
are.

2. We should be loyal by our at-
tendance in the Sunday school. As a
rule we can get the children into the
Sunday school, but many of the old-
er persons think the Sunday school
is for the children and not for them,
but do not think what encouragement
their presence would be to the young-
er. Many of them will try and get
to church a little before the school is
over and probably will meet some one
at the church that will hold a good
conversation so they can see who is
there and then will commend them-
selves for having a good school. It
is estimated that hardly one-third of
the church members attend the
school.

3. We should be loyal in our con-
tributions for the school and espe-
cially for missions. The Sunday
school is really the church studying
and teaching God’s word. The -chil-
dren should be taught how to give so
that they will become liberal contrib-
utors. Some churches give the bulk
of their missionary money through
the Sunday school. Their children
when they get older will know noth-
ing else but to be liberal contributors,
especially to missions.

We say we are loyal United Breth-
ren, so let us be LOYAL, not just
loyal in some things, but let us be
loyal in everything. May God ever
help us to be loyal soldiers and will-
ing workers in the Master’s vineyard
for the Sunday school, church, and
for our God.

Fayetteville, Pa.
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Pleasure Seekers.
Rev. J. G. Mathews.

In these days when men love pleas-
ure rather than God, it is compara-
tively easy to be deceived by wrong
ideas of sociality and to fall into ir-
religious ways. of raising money for
the work of the church. The writer
has at various times and in sundry
places met with difficulties through
the church engaging in worldly
pleasure and catering to the demand
of a fun-loving generation and feels
constrained to present the matter to
the readers of the Conservator. The
colored preacher with fervid elo-
quence said: “If we want full salva-
tion we must git a way from de
weeds, de snags and mud at the shore
and out into de middle ob de river.
Sister Brown tangled in de weeds of
sinful pleasure and a whole lot of us
caught in de snags of questionable
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habits and practices. Come let us
swing out into de middle ob de river
where we can’t touch bottom and den
we can shout and sing Ise a-going
down de riber.”

Worldliness is on the increase and
unless we want to go the way of the
Methodists and others we need to
keep our position in reference to
church parties and frolics clearly de-
fined. There is a tendency to remove
the old landmrarks of separation from
the world, and to lower the standard
of true spiritual life, to meet the de-
mands of a semi-religious element in
thé church. Basket socials, necktie
parties and novel expedients to raise
money in the church or for the
church tends to weaken religious con-
victions and to stop the progress of
spiritual good, smothers vital piety
and breeds a spirit of unholy com-
promise with the world, the flesh and
the devil. The outcome of such a
compromise is a sickly mongrel thing
akin to spiritual harlotry.

For the church to descend to the
level of a cheap rival to the hotel and
the theater, to sell cakes and dough-
nuts and sing comic and sentimental
love songs to raise funds for church
work is to confess herself a failure.
The common demand for a popular
religion reveals a decidedly superfi-
cial religious experience on the part
of the broad-minded lovers of pleas-
ure who have crept into the church.

it is oppressing to think that we
must invoke the aid of a cook stove
and the singers of worldly songs to
raise money for the work of the Lord.

The modern demana for feasting and

fun-making -as a part of religion is
surely a resurrection of that form of
worship in the times of the golden
calf when the people sat down to eat
and drink and rose up to play.

To submit to it or to tolerate it in
our ranks is to confess that we must
descend to worldly levels and run on
lines of purely humanitarianism as a
substitute for vital piety and Holy
Ghost religion. A spiritual church
cannot be run on the basis of a social
club and court worldliness.

These are the days of the cooking
stove apostacy and our safety lies in
keeping out of the kitchen and look-
ing heavenward from the upper
chamber.

To worship on the broad guage of
worldliness is to compel God to with-
hold His Holy influences. If we com-
promise the showers of blessing will
not fall, when we pray the heavens
will be brass above us and the earth
iron, and when we travel we shall
bring forth worldlings.

The hope of the church lies in Pen-
tecostal power, not in play parties.
Thigh Hill, Alberta.
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Disobedience.
H. L. Lyon.

All that God made in the beginning
was good and very good. Adam and
Eve was created in the image of God
(Gen. 1:27), but when they had eat-
en of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, that they were forbid-
den to eat of, their eyes were opened
and they saw their nakedness. And
by that disobedience had lost the
image they were created in. Perhaps
Eve only ate of part of one apple and

. let Adam eat of it. But that was

enough to make them disobedient.
Some say we can’t get along without
sinning a little every day, and that
God will overlook small sins. To eat
of one apple is what we might call a
small sin. If God overlooks small
sins, why did he not overlook that
first " little disobedience and not
brought all the evil on the world we
have to contend with. If eating of a
forbidden apple or two will be the
means of sending untold millions into
that lake of fire and brimstone, then
we see the disobedience of eating of

the fruits of that tree was not a little -

or small sin, then we see there is no
such thing as small sin. “Thou shalt
not steal.” If we steal a penny we
are a thief just the same as though
we had stolen twenty-dollar gold
pieces. If we break the least com-
mandment, we are guilty just the
same as though we had broken all
(Jas. 2:10). He that is unjust in the
least is unjust also in much (Luke
16:10). The rich man in torment

wanted Lazarus to “dip the tip of his.

finger in water to cool his tongue”
(Luke 16:24). He asked the least fa-
vor; he knew if he could get one drop
he could get more. The devil knows
if he could get us to steal a penny, he
could get us to steal more, but the
devil will not ask us to steal a great
amount—a penny will do. He will not
ask us to put on “gold or silver, or
pearls, or costly array” (1 Tim. 2:9).
A gold ring will do. It would be dis-
obedience, and that is what the evil
one is after. He knows all disobedi-
ence, little or big, is sin. He lied to
Eve, and he is the same old liar, and
he finds many like Eve that believe
in him, and are eating of the forbid:
den fruit. We don’t have to eat of
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, for we have all inherited that
knowledge and are worse than Moth-
ex Eve, for she had not that knowl-
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edge until after she had eaten of the
fruit of that tree. God is all wise,
and knows what is best for us. But
too many act upon their own desires,
instead of the wisdom of God, and
disobey the plain teaching of God’s
Word, and don’t keep themselves un-
spotted from the world, but go with
the world, dress in the latest fashion,
putting on gold and silver and pearls,
and costly array, instead of adorn-
ing themselves in modest apparel (1
Tim. 2:9). Most of the church mem-
bers have but little respect for God’s
Word, which says: “What shall the
end be of them that obey not the gos-
pel?’ (1 Pet. 4:17. “Be obedient in
all things” (2 Cor. 2:9). “We ought
to obey God rather than men” (Acts
5:29), but why write? They have
the Word of God. “But they made
light of it and went their ways, one
to his farm, another to his merchan-
dise” (Matt. 22:5), and that is the
way they still do. “Yet if thou warn
the wicked (disobedient) and he turn
not, thou has delivered thy soul”
(Ezek. 5:19). That is what I want
to warn church and deliver my soul.
Farewell.

0-

Younger than Ever.

“They say that I am growing old
because my hair is silvered and there
are crows’ feet on my forehead and
my step is not so firm and elastic as
bafore. But they are mistaken. That
is not true. The knees are weak, but
the knees are not me. The brow is
wrinkled, but the brow is not me.
This is the house I live in. But I am
younger, younger than I ever was be-
fore.” So said Dr. Guthrie, who was
then in the decline of physical life,
but whose mind and heart were per-
vaded by the cheer and charm of a
happy, youthful spirit. The Chris-
tian’s last vears are his best. His
richest experiences are in the autumn
of life, and his' palmy days are al-
ways yet to come. This is not only
the teaching of Christian philosophy,
but also the experience of old age
when found in the way .of righteous-
ness. “The path of the just is as the
shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.” Good
people go from strength to strength
and also from joy to joy, each pleas-
ure being deeper and sweeter than
the preceding one. “At evening time
it shall be light.”

0

“Instead of longing for something
easy, make your own work easier by
putting earnestness and energy into
it and leaving worry out.”






