
"Remove not the ancient landmark which thy fathers have set" 

The Road Through The Wood. 
The woods were dark and the night was black, 
And only an owl could see the track: 
Yet the cheery driver made his way 
Through the great pine woods as if 'twere day. 

I asked him, "How do you manage to see? 
The road and the forest are one to me." 
"To me as well," he replied, "and I 
Can only drive by the path in the sky." 

I looked above, where the tree-tops tall 
Rose from the road like an ebon wall, 
And lo! a beautiful starry lane 
Wound as the road wound, and made it plain. 

And since, when the path of my life is drear, 
And all is blackness, and doubt, and fear: 
When the horrors of midnight are here below, 
And I see not a step of the way to go, 
Then, ah! then, I can look on high, 
And walk on earth by the path in the sky.—Anon. 
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Communications 
Rev. W. A. Oler. 

By Bishop C. L. Wood, D. D. 

How God reminds us of our mor­
tality by unexpectedly calling our 
friends and brethren from our midst. 

The passing of Rev. W. A. Oler was 
so unlooked for, both by his family 
and his friends. 

I feel like saying a few words in 
reference to our departed brother and 
fellow worker. 

He had long served his church and 
conference. He was naturally a 
leader. He possessed a logical, ar­
gumentative mind. His preaching 
was sound. 

He had traveled some with me a 
year ago, visiting several of my con­
ferences in the interest of his secre­
taryship, and the Preacher's Aid 
cause. He was a help in the confer­
ences, preached when asked, and was 
ready to serve in any way helpful to 
the conference. I had come to know 
him better by these associations, and 
to appreciate the more his labors, and 
I want to say that he was interested 
in his work, and made a good general 
secretary for the department so im­
portant to all of our United Brethren 
ministry. His taking away was un­
expected. 

I trust he was ready and that we 
all, his brethren in the ministry, may 
be ready, should the call come as un­
expected to us. Life is so uncertain. 
May God bless the bereaved family, 
and his conference, White River. His 
will is best, and we submit still trust­
ing God's wisdom. 

Alma, Michigan. 

Otterbein Forward Movement. 

By Rev. J. L. Neniger. 

Editor Christian Conservator:— 
Will you kindly allow me space in our 
church paper to let our dear brethren 
and sisters know how fully I for one 
endorse this Otterbein Forward 
Movement just launched by our bish­
ops and others. Dear wife and I de­
sire to go on record as in perfect sym­
pathy with the whole. May I say, 
whole inspired plan. 

Forty years ago this coming 
Christmas day I was licensed to 
preach the blessed gospel of Christ 
in this old United Brethren church. 
Had I my life to live over I would de­
sire to do nothing else. But my work 
in that line is done. 

For many years the dear Lord 
helped me as pastor and presiding el-

der to preach his word and point sin­
ners to the Lamb of God. But now 
on account of very serious nervous 
affliction I am placed on the super¬
anuated list and about all I can do is 
to pray for the success of our zion 
and the dear redeemer's cause in 
general. 

During my ministry I noticed that 
while our people are in the main a 
praying people there is yet room for 
improvement. We cannot pray too 
much. We all desire to see souls 
saved to the glory of God and the 
building up of the church. But now 
during this special effort will we not 
pray that our desires may become 
more intense and enlarged, that there 
may be more of a burden for souls 
upon our hearts? God, our heavenly 
Father, is a prayer hearing and 
prayer answering God. And I verily 
believe if we as a church will pray 
more for our Zion, our home fields, 
our foreign mission fields, our col­
lege, our publishing interests, our 
preacher's aid, our bishops, our edi­
tors; in fact all our church interests; 
God will hear our prayers and he will 
answer them. He will answer in that 
way that will be most conducive to our 
spiritual interests, the world and our 
church. He will answer by helping 
us to answer them ourselves. As we 
pray he will give us more of a bur­
den for souls and the various inter­
ests of the church and we will be­
come more consecrated to his service 
and willing to sacrifice more for his 
cause. 

Oh that we as a people would 
measure up to the Bible standard of 
giving the tenth to the Lord's cause. 
How soon would we take on new life. 
Our ministry would be better sup­
ported. Our college would be clear 
of debt. All our general church in­
terests would at once become more 
effective. The church would prosper. 
We ourselves would get nearer the 
Lord and God would be glorified. 

Brethren and Sisters:—Will we do 
this? As I ask this question it seems 
to me I can hear throughout the 
borders of our Zion a rousing yes 
from thousands of earnest souls who 
will pay their vows to the Lord and 
while he gives to them of his saving 
grace they will give to him his tenth 
and many more precious souls will be 
saved to his glory. 

If we will but pray and pay the 
Lord will answer and the church— 

the old United Brethren church, 
prosper and God will be glorified. 

Cullom, Illinois. 

Why Not We Too? 
By J. C. Young. 

Through the kindness of an un­
known friend I am receiving a year's 
reading of the Wesleyan Methodist. 
The Wesleyan connection, not larger 
in number if as large as our denomina­
tion, has launched a Forward Move­
ment which includes the plan to raise 
$1,000,000. In the current issue is 
an article entitled, "Still Forward." 
That slogan sounds good. The writer 
says, "Things that come easy are 
usually of but little worth and the 
Wesleyan Methodists have always 
been engaged in the worth while 
things." I believe that the church of 
Otterbein and Boehm stands for 
worth while things too; I mean the 
organization; the individual mem­
ber must do his part or success will 
be spelt this way-FAILURE. 

In the same article I learn that a 
Michigan brother is doing his part 
well. A brother in the Georgia con­
ference stands good for one-tenth of 
the conference apportionment. Have 
we not laymen or lay women or even 
preachers in good circumstances that 
dare to pray, "O, Lord, help me to lift 
in our Forward Movement for thy 
glory?" 

United Brethren in Christ—the 
term "In Christ" is, I fear too little 
grasped or appreciated; it too often 
falls on cold hearts, so is lost. Breth­
ren, we are either in Christ and alive 
to his interests, or we are drones 
bringing no spiritual honey to the 
United Brethren in Christ hive. If 
we are United Brethren in Christ 
indeed not living in Israel a hyphen­
ated member we will feel the impor­
tance of the call for a forward move­
ment that the cause of the Christ we 
are united in shall not languish for 
lack of lively sympathy. 

As a United Brethren in Christ I 
rejoice that our Wesleyan Brethren 
have set a high stake to reach. May 
they not come short of it—$1,000,000. 
We have put off all too long the day 
of advance all along the line. Some 
of us may not have-outgrown dis­
couragement because of false breth­
ren but if we have our eye single and 
on the mark of the prize, we certainly 
cannot withhold more than is meet 
from our Master's cause for that 
would tend to spiritual poverty. 

We profess to be the followers of 
that One who gave himself a ransom 
that we through him might have life. 
Worldlings as well as God see the life 


