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Rev . J o h n H e n r y Jowett , D . D . , 
London , E n g l a n d . 

T e x t : " I a m the resurrect ion and the 
l i f e : he that bel ieveth i n me, though he 
were dead, yet s h a l l he l i v e . " J o h n 11: 25. 

A b o u t two months before the w a r broke 
out I was at G r i n d e l w a l d , a l i t t l e hamlet 
f o u r thousand feet up amongst the A l p s 
i n Swi t zer land . I l i f t ed m y eyes f r o m the 
paper on w h i c h I had w r i t t e n these words , 
and I gazed upon the E l g e r , w i t h its m a n ­
tle of f r e s h l y f a l l e n snow g l i s ten ing b r i l ­
l i a n t l y i n the m o r n i n g l i gh t . I heard the 
r o a r of f a l l i n g waters , much louder after 
yesterday 's r a i n . The b irds were s i n g i n g 
b l i the ly . The scents were r i s i n g f r o m the 
me:adows l ike incense f r o m some great 
a l t a r . T h e n I turned m y eyes away f r o m 
the m o u n t a i n and looked at a house a l i t ­
t le w a y up the road , and I saw that a l l the 
bl inds were d r a w n ; death had paid a v i s i t 
i n the n ight . U p aga inst the house was a 
f ield of n e w l y cut grass , w i t h a l l i t s bonny 
w i l d flowers w i t h e r i n g away. A n d I r e ­
called the word of the P s a l m i s t : " A s a 
flower of the field, so he flourisheth; for the 
w i n d passeth over i t , and i t is gone; and 
the place thereof sha l l know i t no more . " 
Then I looked at m y notebook, and there 
the words were w r i t t e n : " I a m the resur ­
rect ion and the l i f e . H e that bel ieveth i n 
me, though he were dead, yet s h a l l he l i v e . " 

D e a t h among the A l p s seemed crue l i r ony . 
I t was the e n t r y o f a presence t h a t was 
a p p a l l i n g l y in trus ive . E v e r y t h i n g i n m y 
surroundings was so v i r g i n a l l y pure , so 
love ly , so f r a g r a n t , t h a t death appeared 
ut ter ly out of place, a horr ib le d iscord i n 
the gracious harmony . D e a t h and sor ­
r o w i n those f a i r , up land scenes of she l ­
tered seclusion and s i m p l i c i t y . A n d death 
and sorrow i n B e t h a n y , too, among that 
l i t t l e hand fu l of quiet houses jus t over the 
b row of O l i v e t and i n the home where 
M a r y and M a r t h a d w e l t : " N o w Jesus loved 
M a r y and M a r t h a and L a z a r u s , " yet the 
great commonplace of death l i f t ed the 
la t ch of the i r home and wa lked i n and ex­
ercised his d a r k domin ion . W e cannot get 
away f r o m the fac t of death. 

1. I f Jesus had become re incarnated i n 
G r i n d e l w a l d on that sunny m o r n i n g i n J u n e , 
w h a t would he have said i n that darkened 
home where the w i l d flowers were w i t h e r ­
i n g about the door ? W h a t d id he say to his 
f r iends i n B e t h a n y ? P e r h a p s i t m i g h t be 
w e l l , before we ask w h a t he . sa id , to i n ­
quire how he looked and w h a t he d id . 
" W h e n Jesus, therefore, saw her weeping, 
he groaned i n the s p i r i t and was troubled 
and s a i d : 'Where have ye l a i d h i m ? ' T h e y 
say unto h i m , ' L o r d , come and see.' Jesus 
wept . " W h y d id Jesus weep ? W h y was he 
troubled ? H e was troubled because he is 
love, and love is the most sensitive t h i n g 
i n the w o r l d , and love a lways grieves when 
i t comes i n contact w i t h gr ie f . 

2. B u t this statement does not account 
f o r a l l Jesus ' sorrow. H i s love touched 
the g r i e f of others, his holiness touched 
the i r s in . A s the degree of our love de ­
termines the fineness of our communion 
w i t h other people's sorrows , so the degree 
of our holiness w i l l determine the degree 
i n w h i c h we are sensit ive to human s in . 

I f our holiness is only an e lementary grade, 
we sha l l have only an e lementary percep­
t i on of s in , and w i t h only an e lementary 
g r i e f we d i m l y discern i ts presence. A s 
our holiness becomes r a r e r and more pure, 
our sense of s in grows more acute, and 
we are gr ievous ly hurt by the scenes of i t s 
ravage and desolat ion. A man's holiness 
is just his sense and love of the d iv ine or ­
der. A n d his love and sense of the divine 
order w i l l determine his perception of the 
m o r a l disorder which preva i l s i n the 
w o r l d . W h e n super lat ive h o l i n e s s — h o l i ­
ness f a r more pure than snow t h a t has 
never caught a g r a i n of v a g r a n t d u s t — 
when super lat ive , sinless holiness stands 
i n a g raveyard , w i t h death i t se l f as the s u ­
preme token of the disorder and the r u i n 
effected b y s i n , i s i t a n y wonder t h a t i t s 
s p i r i t u a l sensitiveness trembles i n trouble 
and g r i e f ? " B y one man s in entered into 
the w o r l d and death by s i n ; and so death 
passed upon a l l men, for a l l have s inned . " 
W h e n Jesus stood i n the g r a v e y a r d he saw 
the presence of death, and he saw the s in 
through w h i c h death had come among the 
chi ldren of men, and s tanding there i n 
the m o r a l disorder he wept. N o w we are 
face to face w i t h our problems. I n that 
g r a v e y a r d we meet the dread t r i n i t y of s i n , 
sorrow and death. T h a t l i t t l e p l o t i n 
B e t h a n y typif ies the c lamant needs of the 
w o r l d . W h a t w i l l you do w i t h s i n , sorrow 
and death? I , f o r one, w i l l a lways test 
a n t i - C h r i s t , and a l l advert ised minis ters of 
a n t i - C h r i s t , b y the world 's sternest r e a l i ­
t ies. I w i l l challenge them to produce the i r 
remedies and the i r hea l ing specifies i n the 
presence of s in , sorrow and death. They 
must not t reat l i f e as m e r e l y a j o l l y p a ­
rade ground, w i t h no powder about and no 
deadly missi les h u r l i n g through the a i r . I 
w i l l have no conference w i t h any phi loso­
pher who brushes the C h r i s t to one side, 
then pffering us his f r ivo lous wares , as 
though l i f e were only a sweet l y r i c , a l i v e ­
l y i d y l l a sunny summer . m o r n i n g w h e n 
the birds are a lways s i n g i n g and the shep­
herd's pipe is echoing among the quiet 
h i l l s . N o , t h a t is neither y o u r l i f e nor 
mine . Come away to the plot at B e t h a n y 
or to the real i t ies of any lot where 
we find the aggressive presence of s i n , 
sorrow and death. I f human l i f e were 
one l ong M a y day, a M a y - d a y re l i g i on 
would suffice, and Jesus C h r i s t need never 
have come, nor need never have died. L e t 
us face the r e a l i t i e s ; let us demand t h a t 
any presuming phi losopher who br ings to 
us a new gospel , face the rea l i t ies of l i f e 
and deal w i t h the tremendous and d o m i ­
n a t i n g presence of s in , sorrow and death. 

3. "Jesus wept . " N o w , what d i d he say? 
" I am the Resurrec t i on and the L i f e . " H i s 
word is s t a r t l i n g . There is about i t a s u g ­
gest ion of adequacy and of all-sufficient r e ­
source. A t any rate , the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t 
is not t o y i n g l i g h t l y w i t h our needs. H e 
stands i n the presence of death, and he 
proc laims the great awaken ing w o r d : " I 
am the resurrec t i on . " H e stands i n the 
presence of s in and sorrow, w h i c h make the 
heart f a i n t and f a i l , and he proc la ims the 
v i t a l i z i n g w o r d : " I am the l i f e . " B u t w h a t 
does Jesus mean by the great words : " I 
am the resurrect ion and the l i f e ? " L e t us 

t u r n to other th ings he sa id at this t ime , 
and let us l a y hold of a w o r d spoken a 
moment later b y the L o r d , for i t m a y help 
to set our minds upon the road of t rue i n ­
terpretat ion . H e r e then is the later w o r d : 
"Whosoever bel ieveth i n me s h a l l never 
d i e ! " B u t sure ly , believers do die. I cast 
m y eyes around m y church, and i n every 
p a r t of i t I can see gaps made by the pass­
i n g of our fe l low-members who cer ta in ly 
believed i n the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t . I can 
reca l l one who had ecstatic f a i t h i n the 
L o r d . H e r f a i t h was a lmost s ight , and i t 
kept her s p i r i t i n a sort of perpetual s p r i n g ­
t ime , and r a r e l y could you meet her w i t h ­
out hear ing the songs of b i rds . B u t she 
passed away. Y e t Jesus s a i d : "Whosoever 
believeth i n me sha l l never d ie . " A f t e r a l l , 
then, did our be l iev ing f r i end die? 

4. W h a t does Jesus mean b y death ? To 
h i m the r e a l death is s p i r i t u a l death, and 
s p i r i t u a l death is the a l ienat ion of the 
soul f r o m the l i f e and blessedness of God. 
Jesus places l i t t l e or no emphasis upon 
phys i ca l death, and he said v e r y l i t t l e about 
i t because where there is no s p i r i t u a l death 
phys i ca l death is only an incident. I t i s 
jus t a br i e f t r a n s i t i o n . O u r L o r d spoke of 
such phys i ca l death as only a sleep, a 
c los ing of the eyes on one scene and a n 
opening of them upon another scene of 
indescribable br ightness and g l o r y . So t h a t 
when Jesus speaks of death and d y i n g he 
is speaking of something f a r more terr ib le , 
something of w h i c h phys i ca l death is on­
ly a very d im and imperfect symbol . 

To the ho ly eyes of the L o r d even some 
of us even now are dead. " T h o u hast a 
name to l i v e , " he v e r y so lemnly says , " a n d 
thou art dead." There are people who are 
only ex i s t ing , they are out of correspond­
ence w i t h eternal l i f e , and they have no 
more to do w i t h God than the dead wood 
which forms the pu lp i t i n w h i c h I speak 
has to do w i t h the qu ickening energies of 
the spr ing . T h e y are l i v i n g in a l ienat ion 
f r o m God, i n absolute indifference to God , 
i n flagrant h o s t i l i t y to the declared w i l l 
and purpose of G o d ; and i t wou ld be true 
that no th ing i n the ir l i f e would be v i t a l l y 
changed i f i t could now be author i ta t ive ly 
proc la imed that God is dead. T h a t is the 
r e a l death, the only t h i n g w o r t h w h i l e c a l l ­
i n g death. I t is r e la t i on to that death and 
to that death first of a l l that C h r i s t is the 
resurrect ion and the l i f e . H e is the m a r v e l ­
ous m i n i s t e r of a present resurrect ion , f o r 
he can raise dead souls to l i f e aga in . L e t 
us pause upon the tremendous words, l e t 
us ponder them, let us give them a l l the 
we ight of the i r s t a r t l i n g significance. A 
m a n m a y have been s p i r i t u a l l y dead f o r 
years , he m a y have been as dead to the r e ­
a l i t y of God as an i r o n p i l l a r w h i c h is sup­
p o r t i n g a ga l l e ry is dead to the c a l l of the 
s p r i n g , the song of the birds and the f r a g ­
rance of flowers., B u t now hear the gospe l : 
T h r o u g h Jesus C h r i s t he can have l i f e and 
s p i r i t u a l sensitiveness and l o f ty conscious­
ness, and fa r - r each ing heavenly correspon­
dence, because his soul can rejoice i n the 
communion of the H o l y Ghost . T h a t is the 
p r i m a r y resurrect ion w h i c h is to be found 
i n C h r i s t Jesus . The soul has emerged f r o m 
the foulest of a l l tombs and is now l i v i n g 
i n the l i g h t of e ternal hope. The soul has 
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