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Spring gently breathes her first warm kisses on 
The smiling face of earth and woos the leaf 
Prom out the bud, and starts faint beatings i n 
The calix of the rose. M e n watch wi th joy 
Its crumpled beauty come. The gloom of autumn, 
The melancholy days, the palid sun 
W i t h slanting rays and faded watery glow, 
The stern bleak winter, which through branches bare 
As prison bars, did grin, and a l l the days 
Of barren hateful cold are passed and gone. 
W i t h spirit a l l a - t h r i l l we wait to see 
The lovely lilies of next Easter morn, 
The shy sweet violets making glad the field, 
A n d sowing hands that scatter wheat and corn. 

F irs t what is natural and after that 
The spirit's parallel . The earth's new spring 
Is also spring-time for the soul. These 
Are days for resurrection and for life. 
They are parables and preludes (clear and plain 
As fiery prophecy or as singing psalm) 
Of that wide world of love and help for man 
W h i c h Jesus' "Whosoever" brought from G o d 
To men on coral reefs, i n frozen zones, 
Or temperate lands. Today the radio'd speech, 
The bi-plane i n the blue, the sermons of 
The church's trusted men staccato'd on 
A mil l ion scattered simultaneous ears, 
Forecast the broadcast grace and winged love 
That soon must come lest our great science prove 
A huge half-hinge of silver, on which swings 
No golden door of a l l men's care for a l l . 

O then be quick, my soul, to start thy spring 
A t once—hunt out thy soil, thy plow, thy seed, 
Infolding the unfoldings of next year. 
Through the st i l l garden pathways of men's souls 
God's love is making warm Easter breezes blow. 
The Chr is t - ch i ld treads among the tender blades 
A n d hidden flowers of those inner fields. 
So find thy toi l and joy and spring-time i n 
This sacred opening of God's holy year. 

(Dr. Robinson is head of the Department 
of Engl ish i n Huntington College.) 

Kingdom Emphases for Heart, Home, and Church 

Easter Time 
Edna M . Robinson 
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FROM THE WORLD OF RELIGION 
Ask Marriage Law Reform 

Ministers in Seattle are leading out in an 
effort to secure a "three day marriage law" 
at this session of the state legislature. Cali­
fornia and Oregon already have such legis­
lation in operation. At this session of the 
Oregon Legislature a determined effort is 
being made to rescind their "72 hour law" 
on the grounds that much business in wed­
dings is lost to Washington where there are 
no barriers to "hot marriages" and "liquor 
party nuptials." In Washington "marriage 
by mail order" is a common occurrence. 
Neither bride nor bridegroom needs to appear 
before county officials to secure licenses. 
Applications may be mailed from anywhere 
in the world. Under the present law a license 
must be delivered if the mail order applicant 
has used the proper blank and has had it at­
tested by a notary. Child marriages and 
bigamy are made easy under this bewilder­
ing arrangement. The Washington law now 
permits a child of 15 years to marry with 
her parents' consent. Recent newspaper pub­
licity given "child marriages" seems to have 
encouraged imitation in Seattle, where three 
girls of 14 years have been married during the 
past few weeks.—Christian Century. 

many, for example, it is being pushed back 
against the wall. Probably at no time since 
the Thirty Years War has it been in such a 
difficult situation there. In Austria, on the 
other hand, it is attacking. Vienna is its fore­
most political stronghold and the Austrian 
dictatorship is its instrument. The chan­
cellor of Austria might be called the pope's 
political chief-of-staff. Thus, Berlin is the 
headquarters of the most aggressive anti-
Catholic army; Vienna, of the most fanatical 
Catholic crusaders. 

In the German world the fight against the 
Roman Church is carried on largely by dis­
believers or by "heathen." The situation re­
sembles that in Russia. A fanatical nazi has 
the same attitude toward the church as a 
fanatical communist. All priests look alike 
to them. 

In Hungary the fight is different, for it is 
between two churches, the Catholic and 
Protestant. Here in Yugoslavia, also, it is be­
tween two churches: the Catholic on one 
side, Eastern Orthodox on the other.—Chris­
tian Century. 

French Canadian Persecution 
A letter in l'Aurore from Louis Germain, 

Deseronto, Ontario, recounts his experiences 
in evangelism among French Canadians. 
"There are three million souls under the 
absolute power of Rome which keeps them 
in entire ignorance of the Word and does 
with them what it will. (I know. I am a 
former Catholic fallen into infidelity by the 
corruption and hypocrisy of this religious 
system.) Those who go to them must be 
prepared to suffer. They live in constant 
fear, not knowing the complete and perfect 
salvation wrought by Christ." 

M. Germain then describes persecutions 
experienced. "In one village when distrib­
uting tracts and Scripture, five men sur­
rounded me and gave me five minutes to 
leave the place. Raising my heart to God, I 
decided to stay, and began to talk to them 
of Christ. The leader had a button in his 
lapel on which was written Jeunesse Ouvriere 
pour Christ ('Young people of the working 
class for Christ'). After fifteen minutes this 
young man sent in various directions to as­
semble others against me. Then the police 
chief came up and took me to the priest who 
condemned my Scriptures, insulted me, and 
told the police chief to throw me out of the 
place." 

At another point sixty men attacked him 
and drove him out of town.—Sunday School 
Times, copyrighted, used by permission. 

Lutheran Synod Approves Army 
Chaplaincy 

The 108th annual convention of the Luth­
eran Synod of Virginia was held in St. Mark's 
Church, Roanoke, January 26. Dr. J. J. 
Scherer of Richmond was re-elected presi­
dent of the synod. Dr. Charles J. Smith, 
president of Roanoke College, in a plea for 
the church to support anti-war activity, said, 
"Every new gun that is cast in any of the 
foundries of the world is a challenge to the 
Christian church." 

Heated discussion on the question of the 
chaplaincy marked one business session. The 
debate grew out of reports by two Lutheran 
army chaplains serving in C.C.C. camps, who 
declared that the recent action of the Fed­
eral Council of Churches in criticizing the 
plan now operating in the army and navy has 
jeopardized the position of official chaplain. 
The assembly finally registered a strong vote 
in favor of a resolution urging that "our 
army and navy retain the offices of regular 
and official chaplain, and that the offices be 
filled as now provided."—Selected. 

Germany Leads Attack; Vienna Defends 
Both a reformation and a counter-refor­

mation are now taking place in Europe. In 
some places the Catholic Church is on the 
defensive; in others it is attacking. In Ger-

Mass Movement Psychology Grows in 
England 

This nation is changing slowly but cer­
tainly. It is becoming more war-conscious. 
The very provisions which are made for the 
"home front" cannot but increase this dan­
gerous mood. It is becoming more and more 
liable to mass movements. It is a day in 
which popular papers have circulations of 
which our fathers never dreamed. These 
papers are driven more and more to violent 
statements and bold headlines. We are in 
danger of doing our thinking under the 
pressure of such headlines. The church it­
self is in danger of letting its life and think­

ing be directed by mass movements. We may 
come to move in crowds to church if we 
move at all. 

The cinema and the radio are slowly but 
certainly changing our minds. The cinema 
is a very mixed influence. The radio on the 
whole has been very wisely used, and the 
attacks upon the B. B. C. for partiality to 
the left are ridiculous. But good and wel­
come as the direction of our radio has been, 
the best directed radio is bound to change 
our minds. And such changes cannot be with­
out significance both for our political and our 
religious life. Less and less shall we find our 
pointers in books. Books we shall be tempted 
to choose if at all in a crowd; we shall take 
our places in the queues for the book which 
everybody is supposed to be reading. 

There is some danger that we may become 
an easy prey for unscrupulous mammoth 
power. But all the time there are many thou­
sands who have not bowed the knee to the 
Baal of the propagandist.—Christian Cen­
tury. 

Official Arson? 
London (NNS)—Not long ago the Crystal 

Palace, famous landmark of Sydenham in 
the London suburbs, was the scene of a dis­
astrous fire which will result in the complete 
razing of the building. The Crystal Palace 
was begun for the first great Industrial Ex­
hibition of 1851 and was completed in 1854. 
Architecturally it was famous because it was 
constructed entirely of stone, iron and glass. 
Naturally, such a structure was fire-proof 
and for years it was the center of world 
famous fireworks displays which are fully 
described in the "Encyclopaedia Britannica" 
(See "Fireworks," 14th ed.). 

Arthur Ponsonby, well-known British peace 
leader, discussed this mysterious blaze with 
an architect friend who had served in the air 
forces in the World War. He commented on 
the surprising fact that a fire-proof structure 
like the Crystal Palace should have made 
such a blaze. 

"Very surprising," said the architect friend. 
"So completely demolished was it," con­

tinued Ponsonby, "that it could not be re­
constructed." 

"And no lives were lost," added the friend. 
"The wind, of course, was favorable for 

such a blaze; but I cannot understand why 
there was so much inflammatory material." 

"Can't you?" smiled the architect-aviator. 
And then he went on to tell "how the Ger­

mans had said that on no account must the 
Crystal Palace ever be touched. Its glittering 
roof made the most splendid mark, and its 
immense length was sufficient to give any 
bombing aeroplane its bearings." "So you 
see," he ended, "two and two make four." 

And Ponsonby wonders whether the. archi­
tect-aviator was right. Was it a case of offi­
cial arson, air raid precautions with a ven­
geance? And if so, where will the fire strike 
next? 
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DEPARTMENT OF PREACHER'S AID 

Why Care for Our Retired Ministry 
THE minister has an important part 

in the work of the church; in fact, 
without him there would be no 

church. We often speak of the value of mis­
sions, of the department that attempts to send 
the gospel into neglected territory, that forms 
new fields, even new mission districts, and 
supports them until they are self-support­
ing; also extending the work of the gospel 
into the foreign field, observing the injunc­
tion of Jesus Christ, "And ye shall be wit­
nesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and into the ut­
termost part of the earth." Acts 1:8. 

Some one says, "What a wonderful work 
is being done at home and abroad!" How 
true; but did you ever stop to think there 
would be no missionary work, no founding of 
mission districts, no establishing of self-
supporting churches, which will give of their 
means to carry on the work of the depart­
ments of the church, no gospel preached in 
foreign lands, yea you and I would not even 
be Christians were it not for the God-called 
minister. "How shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they hear with­
out a preacher?" Rom. 10:14. 

We spend a good deal of time and energy 
in keeping our educational institution going, 
and well we may for its existence is vital to 
the life of the church; and one of the things 
we talk about is that the church needs a 
trained ministry to meet the conditions of 
the age in which we live, and to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in a winning way; 
but suppose there were no ministers to train, 
the college would lose much of its value. 

We often hear it said that the pastor is 
the key man; all the departments of the 
church are depending upon him for its sup­
port, for if the ministry did not raise the 
benevolences upon the field, the conference 
and general work would perish. The local 
church, as important as it is to the com­
munity and the church at large, would die 
of starvation and lack of care were it not 
for the ministry. It is the pastor that preach­
es the gospel of Jesus Christ and teaches his 
people stewardship, urging them to give of 
their time, talent, and means to the work of 
the Lord. Thus we see that the minister is 
the very life of the church and without him 
it would fail—local, conference, and general. 

The scripture plainly states that the min­
ister should be supported, "Let the elders that 
rule well be counted worthy of double honor, 
especially they who labor in word and doc­
trine. For the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, 
the laborer is worthy of his reward." I Tim. 
5:17-18. Jesus said, "The laborer is worthy 
of his hire." The minister should have the 
support of the church during his active days 
so that he may give his full time and talent 

Rev. John G. Connor, General Secretary 

to the building of the kingdom of Christ on 
earth; he should not be compelled to enter 
secular occupations in order to care for him­
self and family, and when he has given his 
life and service to the work of the church, 
some provisions should be made for his re­
tirement in old age. No preacher can give 
what he should to the United Brethren 
Church and at the same time provide for his 
old age. 

I would like to present a few reasons why 
the retired minister of the United Breth­
ren Church should be provided for: 

1. His salary is not sufficient to care for 
himself and family, provide the necessary 
books, clothing, etc., that he may efficiently 
carry on the work and at the same time pro­
vide for retirement. The average salary, in­
cluding parsonage, is less than $525.00 and in 
many of the conferences it is less than $350 
and in some it would not average $200.00. 

2. He goes where he is sent; as an itin­
erant, he has no choice in the matter, and 
should he attempt to buy property where he 
and his companion can spend their last days 
the stationing committee may see the need 
for him on some distant field and he is un­
able to took after the property and in many 
cases loses it. 

3. As an itinerant, he cannot put an esti­
mate upon his services, the annual con­
ference states that, and should his salary, 
meager as it is, be unpaid, he is not sup­
posed to collect it by law as other men do. 

4. He is not supposed to engage in secu­
lar business to accumulate wealth. Paul 
speaking of a minister, in II Tim. 2:4, "No 
man that warreth entangleth himself with 
the affairs of this life; that he may please 
him who hath chosen him to be a. soldier." 
Bishop Robinson in an article written for 
the Board of Pensions and Relief of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church says, "Nearly 
every man who has tried to make a fortune, 
while in the ministry, has failed in his object 
and spoiled his ministerial usefulness." 

5. If he gives the best of his time, tal­
ents, and energy to the church and the Lord, 
he should be provided for in his old age. The 
Levites were not given any portion of the 
land in the allotment by Joshua; but they 
were to spend their time in the Lord's work 
and were to receive the tithe from Israel not 
only during their activity, but in their old age 
as well. 

The Preacher's Aid Society has been doing 
its best to meet its obligations and give some 
aid to the retired ministry. During the last 
two years, we have been able to pay the ap­
propriations made to the beneficiaries (they 
are about one-fifth what they should be) and 
pay $3,704.30 on our indebtedness; this leaves 
us still with a debt of $1,500.00. The paying of 
this portion of the debt was made possible by 

the Emergency drive and some special gifts; 
but only about one-half of the churches re­
ported anything on the emergency and many 
who did did not reach 15 cents per member. 
We would like to see this debt wiped off be­
fore the setting of the General Conference 
in July. 

Dear pastor and people, will you not take 
this matter up in April (Preacher's Aid 
month), raise a liberal offering, and send 
it as special for Preacher's Aid to the con­
ference treasurer and thus help in the great 
work. 

God hasten the time when the United 
Brethren Church shall become a scriptural 
giving church, "as God has prospered you," 
which means at least a tenth for all and 
more for those having larger incomes. Jesus 
sanctions the tithe, "Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites for ye pay tithe of 
mint and anis and commin, and have omit­
ted the weightier matters of the law, judg­
ment, mercy, and faith; these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other (tithe) 
undone." Matt. 23:23. 

The Word of God abideth forever; whether 
it is the word of promise or the word of 
penalty, God's Word abideth.—Bshop J. 
Taylor Smith, London. 

Drifting 
Rev. O. E. Marsters 

(This poem is dedicated by the author to 
Mrs. Ida L. Barkley and to Dr. J. E. Har¬
wood. The subject, "Drifting," does not re­
fer to spiritual drifting but to traveling about 
over the country.—Editor.) 

Drifting for Jesus out on life's sea 
Out of life's storms, just in God's lea, 
Grazing the rocks left in the wake, 
Drifting along—just for his sake. 

Wounded by friends, healed from above; 
Always abiding, close in his love. 
Dying for others, giving the bread; 
Always so hungry, yet mighty well fed. 

Drifting for others, so thirsty for drink, 
Helping those back that are close to the 

brink. 
Just drifting still on, no will of our own, 
Only Jesus our Savior, for him do we roam. 

Just drifting to heaven, no will of our own; 
Still drifting to glory, to claim our own 

house. 
No fighting without, no fighting within, 
Just drifting with Jesus, a new life to begin. 

Drifting, yes drifting, but some day we'll land 
And be met by the angels—a wonderful band. 
Our Pilot said, "Follow." Be calm in thy soul, 
Our Christ and his glory, and heaven our 

goal. 
Myrtle Point, Ore. 



OUR CHURCH FORUM 

THE resurrection of Jesus proves 
everything that needs proof. It is 
the corner stone of the faith— 

with it all the other doctrines of the Bible 
stand or fall. If this is proven false, all else 
is useless, and we are hopeless, yet in our 
sins. It proves for us: 

1. The Existence of God. Every effect must 
have an adequate cause, and the only such 
cause that will account for the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is the God of the Bible. All 
men through the centuries have raised the 
question, "If a man die, will he live again?" 
But Job had sufficient faith to cry out, "I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth." 
Now that Jesus, who claimed to be the Son 
of God, was dead. There was very good evi­
dence that he was dead and buried, and the 
tomb sealed and guarded. But what is more, 
there is positive evidence that he arose. We 
do "believe in God that raised him up from 
the dead, and gave him glory; that your 
faith and hope might be in God." I Peter 1: 
21. 

2. The Deity and Sonship of Jesus Christ. 
The resurrection of Jesus is to all believers 
the final and satisfactory proof of his God­
head. "Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 
made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh; and declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the spirit of holi­
ness, by the resurrection from the dead." 
Romans 1:3-4. The burning rage and wrath 
of the Jews was not raised against him be-

What Does Easter Mean? 
Rev. C. H. Hull, Carson City, Mich. 

cause he healed on the Sabbath Day, or be­
cause he associated with sinners, or even be­
cause he drove their money changers from 
the Temple; but rather because he claimed 
to be the Son of God. Jesus claimed that, as 
Messiah, the prophecies of the ages were ful­
filled in him; and declared that men would 
put him to death for that claim. When they 
asked a sign the only one he promised them 
was his resurrection. "Destroy this temple, 
and in thee days I will raise it up." John 2: 
18. Also note Matt. 12:38-40. Hence in his 
resurrection he vindicated his claim to Son-
ship. It was God's ratification of that claim 
and really marked him as "God's holy One." 
Ps. 16:10. As a diver goes down to great 
depths and utterly depends upon the cap­
tain and crew above to sustain him and an­
swer his signals, just so Jesus went into the 
very realms of death, depending ,upon God 
to sustain him and to bring him forth in 
victory. 

3. The Integrity of the Bible. The Bible 
is the one book in the world that tells of 
eternal life. What has the resurrection to do 
with the truthfulness of the Book? Because 
it is the crowning fulfillment of a grand 
series of prophecies, which spoke of his resur­
rection as well as his life of service and his 
death. He chided those who were slow to be­
lieve, as we note in Luke 24:25-27. Why 
should we doubt the lesser miracles when 
this most wonderful miracle is true. Paul 

declares that the resurrection of Jesus is the 
proof of the Gospel (I Cor. 15:14-15). This 
is a guarantee of the fulfilment of all his 
promises. A dead Christ cannot fulfill prom­
ises. Thank God for a living Christ and a 
living Book. 

4. The Atonement. The resurrection con­
firms and illuminates the cross. Christ died 
crying, "It is finished." and the resurrection 
is God's "Amen." The benefits of his death 
are realized because he arose. If he had not 
arisen, his death would be of no more value 
than the death of any other man. His scat­
tered followers would never have been re­
called and no church founded because their 
hope was gone. "We trusted that it had been 
he . . ." Luke 24:21. But shortly they were 
out preaching "Jesus Christ and him cruci­
fied." 

5. The Doctrine of Justification. "Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification." (Rom. 5:25). 
He bore our sins in his own body on the 
tree, but the. victory thus purchased for us 
was only made available to us through Kim as 
our high priest, "seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for us." The atonement, resur­
rection and intercession are all linked to­
gether. I recall my sins, but the law cannot 
pardon; it rather demands the death of the 
sinner. Jesus then says, "I died for him, I 
was bruised for his iniquities, I was wounded 
for his transgressions." So I praise God for 
a living Christ, a risen Savior. 

6. The Gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said 
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in John 16:7, "It is expedient for you that I 
go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I 
will send him unto you." "And being assem­
bled together with them, commanded them 
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, 
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, 
saith he, ye have heard of me." In response 
to this command they had tarried until "the 
day of Pentecost had fully come," and the 
preacher of the day concluded his sermon 
with the statement, "For the promise is unto 
you, and to your children and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call." Acts 2:29. 

7. The Victorious Life. Paul longed for vic­
tory over sin, and then cried for joy, "I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me." Gal. 2:20. "Sin 
shall not have dominion over you for you 
are not under law but under grace." 

8. Kingdom Work. We note the words of 

LET us take the lily as typical of all 
flowers on Easter day. It is regarded 
by biblical writers as the queen of 

all flowers. Fourteen times is the lily men­
tioned in the Bible. 

Lilies teach us God's providential care. 
"Therefore take no thought, saying, What 
shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or 
wherewithal shall we be clothed? If God so 
clothe the grass of the field, will he not much 
more clothe you? O ye of little faith." 

Mr. Park, a great traveler and explorer, 
once had his life saved by a flower. He sank 
down in the desert to die, but seeing a 

Jesus, "Peace be unto you; as my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you." Again, 
"Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature;" and "Lo, I am with 
you even unto the end of the world." The 
church is built upon the proposition that, 
"Thou art the Christ the Son of the living 
God." Without the resurrection there would 
have been no church because there would 
have been no message. Wherever the early 
missionaries of the cross went they faithfully 
told the story of Jesus' life and death, and 
resurrection. 

9. The Future Life. The triumph of Jesus 
over death assures us of our own resurrection 
on the world's great Easter morning, "Be­
cause I live ye shall live also." His triumph 
is the strongest assurance we have of the fu­
ture life. We still have the promises, but 
what would they amount to if he had not es­
tablished them by himself becoming the first 
fruits of them that slept. "Marvel not at this 
for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and 

Easter Lilies 
Mrs. Charles May, Pioneer, Ohio 

Consider the lilies of the field how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin. 
Matt. 6:28. 

flower near by, it suggested to him God's 
merciful care, and he got up with new cour­
age and traveled on to safety. 

Flowers also afford appropriate symbolism 
of Christ, who compared himself to the lily 
and the rose, when he said, I am the rose of 
Sharon and the lily of the valley. 

But lilies have no grander use than when 
on Easter morning we celebrate the resur-

shall come forth." 
10. The Second Coming. If Jesus had re­

mained in the clutch of death it would be 
folly for us to expect him to come again. 
His second coming is as sure as his resur­
rection, for the angel messengers said, "He 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go away." "The Lord himself shall de­
scend from heaven. . ." Think of that blessed 
hope for, "we know that, when he shall ap­
pear, we shall be like him for we shall see 
him as he is." With the other religious faiths 
of the world, the golden age is in the past; 
but not so with the Christian, for the Christ 
who triumphed over death has a most glori­
ous program of victory yet future. "Neverthe­
less, according to his promise, we look for 
new heavens and a new earth wherein dwell¬
eth righteousness." While the Christian re­
joices in this hope, let the sinner take due 
warning for "God hath appointed a day in 
the which he will judge the world in right­
eousness by that man whom he hath or­
dained." Acts 17:31. 

rection of Christ from the dead; for they are 
emblems of the resurrection. 

The gospel suits the people of Britain: The 
Welshman likes something to sing about; 
Irishman likes something to fight about; 
Englishmen like something they can talk 
about; and the Scotsman likes it because he 
gets it for nothing.—Jock Troup, Glasgow. 

There are more Christians in Korea today 
than there were in the Roman Empire one 
hundred years after Christianity began.— 
Dr. Geo. S. McCune, Union Christian Col­
lege, Korea. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

that Matthew, though he faithfully records 
the whole, does not offer a syllable to refute 
it. 

2. The disciples were few in number and 
destitute of natural courage. It is not prob­
able that they would be found at such work, 
especially when the tomb had been sealed 
and placed under guard. 

3. It is not probable that all the guards 
would fall asleep at once to face sentence 
of death. Hence, if they had been asleep, they 
would" not have voluntarily confessed it, 
neither could sleeping witnesses know what 
had transpired. 

4. If the soldiers had believed their own 
story, they ever after would have reproached 
the disciples with it. This they were never 
known to do. Therefore the body of Christ 
could be removed in no other way than by 
his own power, as he had previously foretold. 

The more direct evidence of this greatest 
of miracles is contained in the following par­
ticulars: 

1. There were 11 distinct appearances of 
Christ after his burial. These were at dif­
ferent hours of the day, at different places, 

and, on one occasion, to above 500 persons. 
2. The witnesses, being a class of unlearned 

and despised men, were unequal to the task 
of imposition. They were slow, to believe in 
the resurrection of their Master themselves, 
and there is a most remarkable change in the 
disposition and conduct of the disciples; from 
being the most timid of men, they suddenly 
became courageous and undaunted. 

They boldly preach that very Jesus, whom 
but a short time before they had deserted in 
the greatest of distress, and although his 
crucifixion was fresh before their eyes, gave 
reason to expect a similar fate, yet they 
boldly avowed his resurrection. 

3. The Lord's supper was instituted as a 
perpetual memorial of his death. And the 
festival of the Lord's Day to commemorate 
his resurrection. These memorials were in­
stituted at the very time the circumstances, 
to which they relate, took place, and have 
been observed in the Christian world ever 
since. 

The resurrection of our Lord is thus estab­
lished and is proof sufficient of his divine 
mission. The disciples constantly referred to 
it and it is the very foundation of our Chris­
tian faith. 

HE most remarkable of all miracles 
is the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. It therefore is en­

titled to a distinct examination—the follow­
ing facts in the case are acknowledged by 
friends and foes: 1. Jesus Christ frequent­
ly predicted the circumstances of his death; 
2. He actually died; 3. Was buried; 4. Was 
missing from the tomb. 

Now there are but three conceivable ways 
by which the body could be removed from 
the sepulchre. By his enemies, by his friends, 
or by himself, as he predicted. 

If by his enemies, their motive must have 
been to produce the body and thereby con­
front the Apostles and convince them of 
fraud in their Master. But the body was not 
produced by them. 

If by his friends, we cannot tell for what 
purpose. The dead body could not prove to 
them or others that he was risen; but, on 
the contrary, be a standing and visible proof 
against them. 

It is true, his enemies reported that his 
friends had "stolen him away" (Matt. 28:1, 
12-15). But when their report is examined, 
it will appear false. 

1. So manifestly improbable is the report, 

J. F. Cell, Boise, Idaho 
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LESSONS VITAL TO PRESENT-DAY PROBLEMS 

II. The Organized Church 
(Concluded from last week) 

Peter reminds the elders, I Pet. 5:2-3, "Feed the flock of God 
which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by con­
straint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples 
to the flock." For persistent wrong-doing and wrong teaching 
there is but one remedy—excommunication. This was evidently 
Paul's action, I Tim. 1:18-20, "This charge I commit unto thee, 
soft Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on 
thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; holding 
faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away con­
cerning faith have made shipwreck: of whom is Hymenaenus 
and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may 
learn not to blaspheme." 

Jesus evidently intended that the church, as the synagogues, 
should have authority to settle disputes among brethren, for 
Christ evidently contemplated the organization of churches, Matt. 
18:15-17, "Moreover if thy brother shall tresspass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall 
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if 
he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican." Thus the Bible vests in the churches cer­
tain governing authority and rights. 

9. Not only is authority to be respected, but the ministers in 
authority are to be esteemed; thus it is that Paul writes to the 
Corinthians, II Cor. 8:23-24, "Whether any do enquire of Titus, 
he is my partner and fellow-helper concerning you or our breth­
ren be enquired of, they are the messengers of the churches, and 
the glory of Christ. Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the 
churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your be­
half." In this spirit the church is to seek to keep its ministers 
from harm, Acts 12:5, "Peter therefore was kept in prison: but 
prayer was made without ceasing of the church to God for him." 

The churches directed the activities of their ministers, after 
having commissioned them, Acts 13:1-2, "Now there were in the 
church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cy¬
rene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the 
Holy Ghost said, separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them." The next verse tells us that the 
church laid hands upon them in prayer and sent them on the 
missionary task. Thus we note the authority of the church in 
regard to the brother whom Paul sent with Titus to the Corin­
thians, II Cor. 8:19, "And not that only, but who was also chosen 
of the churches to travel with us with this grace which is admin­
istered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of 

your ready mind." Those sent by the church rendered an account 
to the churches, Acts 14:26-27, "And thence sailed to Antioch, from 
whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the 
work which they fulfilled. And when they were come, and had 
gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith to 
the Gentiles." Further concerning the management of the mission, 
or Gentile, churches, the church at Jerusalem, or rather a coun­
cil, gives instructions or regulations, Acts 15:22-24, "Then pleased 
it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen 
men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; 
namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among 
the brethren: and they wrote letters by them after this manner; 
The apostles and elders, and brethren send greetings unto the 
brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch, and, Syria, and 
Cilicia: Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went 
out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, 
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we 
gave no such commandment." Thus we note the authority of 
the churches in many matters. 

The churches not only authorized preachers but they warned 
against unauthorized preachers. Thus Jesus set an example, Matt. 
7:15, "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are revening wolves." Thus Paul 
says to the ministers of the church at Ephesus, Acts 20:29-30, 
"For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them." Hence he exhorted them to watch. 

10. Plainly it is expected of the churches to support the cause 
of Christ financially. However in the Apostolic churches this was 
not generally done at the first, yet Paul was getting the idea 
under way. Jesus had laid the foundation principle for the finan­
cial support of the ministry, when he sent forth the seventy, Luke 
10:7, "And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such 
things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his hire." Paul 
reiterates this principle to Timothy, I Tim. 5:18, "For the scrip­
ture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the 
corn. And, The laborer is worthy of his reward." Also when Jesus 
sent forth the twelve he said, Mat. 10:10, "Nor script for your 
journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the 
workman is worthy of his meat." 

In the early churches this was not generally done, yet Paul 
received some support, Phil. 4:15-16, "Now ye Philippians know 
also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giv­
ing and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent 
once and again unto my necessity." We note that Paul collected 
from churches where for the time he was not. laboring, II Cor. 
11:8-9, "I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you 
service. And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was 
chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the 
brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things 
I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will 
I keep myself." 

During the early days of persecution, it became the custom 
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