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M R . J A M E S L . K R A F T , A C T I N G P R E S I D E N T , I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
C O U N C I L O F R E L I G I O U S E D U C A T I O N 

For many years our Department of Christ ian Education has been a 
member of the International Counci l of Religious Education, and has 
been represented i n its official meetings. This body supplies our Sunday 
school lesson subjects. As a church, we do not endorse a l l the ideas which 
this council sets forth from time to time, but seek to avail ourselves of 
all the good i t supplies for us and practical helps which i t may provide. 

Harold E . Stassen, former Governor of Minnesota, is the president, 
but during his absence, serving as an officer i n the United States Navy, 
M r . James L . K r a f t , a layman, and unt i l recently president of the K r a f t 
Cheese Co., is serving as acting president of the Council . B y the Russell 
Colgate Distinguished Service Citat ion P lan , M r . K r a f t has this year been 
given that distinguished award. 

(See news article on page 2 con cerning meeting of the Council.) 



International Council of Religious Education Meets 
The twenty-second annual meeting of the 

Internat ional Counci l of Religious Educat ion 
at the Stevens Hote l i n Chicago, February 7 
to 12, w i l l br ing together nearly 1,500 r e ­
ligious education leaders of 42 Protestant 
denominations i n the U n i t e d States and 
Canada to face the problems confronting 
the C h u r c h i n p lanning for the post-war 
world, i t has been announced by D r . R o y G . 
Ross, general secretary of the Counci l . 

L a y a n d min is ter ia l religious educators 
from every state and province i n Canada w i l l 
consider the theme, " C h r i s t i a n Educat ion for 
the Post -war W o r l d , " i n general sessions and 
17 advisory sections. I n addit ion to the 42 
Protestant denominations, delegates w i l l r ep ­
resent the 31 states and provincial councils 
of churches a n d religious education a n d the 
114 city councils, w h i c h are members of the 
Counc i l . The U n i t e d Brethren C h u r c h (O. C.) 
w i l l be represented by two official members 
of the Internat ional Counci l . The official 
representatives are Rev. R . W . R a s h , general 
secretary of C h r i s t i a n Educat ion, and Rev. 
J . R a l p h Pfister, editor of the Department. 

" T h e church today is facing imperatives 
w h i c h challenge her most cherished ideals 
and her total resources," D r . Ross stated i n 
the announcement. " W i t h o u t d iminish ing 
our emphasis upon the meeting of war - t ime 
needs, we must give attention now to the new 
imperatives for C h r i s t i a n service w h i c h a c ­
company our ant ic ipat ion of peace. 

" T h e C h u r c h must be prepared for an ef­
fective spir i tual minis try to her returning 
veterans. She must seek to understand their 
varied experiences and convictions, and com­
m a n d their highest loyalties and ablest 
leadership for the great sp ir i tual tasks w h i c h 
l ie ahead. She must render a sympathetic 
and helpful min is t ry to those who are deplet­
ed i n m i n d a n d body and spirit . 

" T h e church also must cope more effec­
tively w i t h those forces which are responsible 
for the mount ing statistics of delinquency 
throughout the continent. T h e neglect of our 
childhood today is certain to produce a sub­
normal cit izenship and parenthood for t o ­
morrow. N o program w i l l be adequate exCept 
as it is grounded i n a Chr i s t ian concept of 
the universe a n d of h u m a n relationships," 
D r . Ross concluded. 

A m o n g the ninety speakers who w i l l be on 
the s ix -day program are D r . W i l l i a m B a r ­
row Pugh , Phi lade lphia , Pa . , c h a i r m a n of the 
Genera l Commission of A r m y and Navy 
Chaplains a n d cha irman of the Nat iona l 
Counci l of the Service Men's C h r i s t i a n 
League; D r . J o h n W . Decker, New Y o r k C i ty , 
secretary of the Internat ional Miss ionary 
Counc i l ; D r . G . Baez Carmargo, Mexico Ci ty , 
Mexico . 

D r . M a r t h a W . MacDona ld , Washington, 
D. O , Chi ldren 's Bureau, U n i t e d States D e ­
partment of Labor ; D r . Homer P . Rainey , 
Aust in , Texas, president of the Univers i ty of 
Texas, a n d D r . L i s ton Pope, New Haven, 
Conn. , of the D i v i n i t y School, Y a l e U n i v e r ­
sity. 

I n the absence of L t . Comdr. Haro ld E . 

Stassen, president of the Internat ional C o u n ­
c i l , who is on duty somewhere i n the Pacif ic , 
James L . K r a f t , Chicago industrial ist , w i l l 
serve as acting president. 

International Christian Fel­
lowships, in London 

A jo int gathering for Internat ional C h r i s ­
t i a n Fellowships was held i n L o n d o n on D e ­
cember 11 under the auspices of the B r i t i s h 
Counci l of Churches. I n a n address o n 
" C h r i s t i a n L i g h t i n a W o r l d of Darkness," 
Dr . H u g h M a r t i n said that the gathering 
represented i n miniature what he. felt was 
the real hope of the wor ld : t h a t the growing 
sense of C h r i s t i a n fellowship transcended n a ­
t ional frontiers. L i k e n i n g C h r i s t i a n l ight to a 
five-pointed star, D r . M a r t i n said that there 
were five ways i n w h i c h the C h r i s t i a n church 
seemed to h i m to be sh in ing i n a new way, 
especially i n the present darkness of the 
European continent. 

F i rs t , he sa id , there was the fact that the 
C h r i s t i a n church was outstandings as the 
champion of the rights of m a n as such. I t 
was not only for C h r i s t i a n institutions but 
Jews, for chi ldren, for the oppressed every­
where t h a t Chr is t ians were bravely giving 
their witness. T h e n , D r . M a r t i n continued, 
there was the fact of a new sense of loyalty 
to the church i n European countries. The 
mere fact that so many other institutions 
h a d gone down before Hit ler ' s tyranny e m ­
phasizes the fact that the churches h a d held 
together and t h a t c h u r c h members were 
deepening loyalty. Christ ians h a d found t h a t 
they could not stand as isolated individuals , 
but must stand together as members of the 
corporate body. 

Th i rd ly , D r . M a r t i n stresses the new r a p ­
prochement among Chr is t ians of different 
histor ical tradit ions. Not only have Protestant 
bodies of different kinds found a new basis 
of co-operation, but R o m a n Catholics a n d 
Protestants have found they too h a d much 
i n common and could co-operate when con­
fronted w i t h a new paganism. There were, 
of course, many differences between R o m a n 
Catholics and Protestants, but these d i d not 
prevent important acts of joint witness. 

D r . M a r t i n pointed out that there was 
something i n the nature of a spir i tual awak­
ening going through the churches of Europe. 
Churches w h i c h h a d appeared to be i n a rut 
were stimulated into new spir i tual efforts 
a n d v i ta l i ty . Last ly , the witness of the 
church shone out i n the darkness because 
of the attitude Christ ians were taking toward 
their enemies, D r . M a r t i n concluded.—Brit ish 
B u l l e t i n . 

Financial Aspect of Liquor 
This is no temperance lecture, but Amer i ca 

is about to r u n out of h a r d liquor, according 
, to some Senators. Such a s ituation would be 

embarrassing, based on experiences of the 
past, especially when great conferences are 

i n the making . The nat ion may go hungry 
for the lack of feed grains, but the dist i l lers 
want to make liquor again. The dist i l l ing i n ­
dustry (under pressure), converted whol ly to 
the manufacture of industr ia l alcohol for 
war purposes after its warehouses were f i l led 
to capacity w i t h l iquor. 

Certa inly th is war is not serious, i f g ra in 
can be used for l iquor when poultrymen a n d 
dairymen are sell ing out because they can't 
get feed grains a n d m i l k is rationed. K e e p ­
ing the night clubs wel l supplied w i t h l iquor 
w i l l be less attractive to farmers who keep 
the plows r u n n i n g into the night , as c o m ­
pared to the urge to supply food a n d fiber 
for the fighting boys at the front. Whi le the 
boys fight for l iberty, A m e r i c a chooses be­
tween liquor and mi lk . Perhaps this is one 
of the freedoms. 

E a c h cit izen takes one more look at his 
t h i n o ld tires, a n d then patriot ical ly walks 
to work, perhaps without f u l l real izat ion that 
the alcohol from ten bushels of g ra in would 
make h i m a whole new set of tires. T h e old 
slogan, " I f you dr ink , don't d r i v e ! " is about 
to be changed to " I f you dr ink , you W O N ' T 
D R I V E ! " Of course the interests of the m u l ­
t i -mi l l i ona i re disti l lers must be carefully 
guarded, i n war as i n peace, even i f the pub -
lice is destined to walk. 

The public has been to ld to stay at home to 
save gasoline and the l i t t le old ra t i on stamp, 
worth two gallons, has made the order stick. 
No one complains much , but the alcohol 
about to be used for l iquor, i f mixed w i t h 
gasoline, would stretch every gallon so 
mixed about 50 per cent. The disti l lers i n 
the G r a i n Be l t could furn i sh fuel for the 
tractors and trucks, thus freeing thousands 
of tons of r a i l shipping for other purposes. 
I t may be that alcohol is worth more i n the 
stomach t h a n i n the tank of a tractor. T h e 
nat ion must choose its freedom of want. 

The whole controversy about a l iquor 
shortage revolves about a greed o n the part 
of the dist i l lery interests to make more 
money, wholly disregarding the possible effect 
on the early close of the war and the general 
welfare of the public. I t is no secret that i n ­
dustr ia l alcohol manufactur ing is less pro f i t ­
able t h a n the manufactur ing of l iquor. S t a r v ­
ing chi ldren i n the occupied countries portray 
the need for m i l k and food—not l iquor. 

The t ime has arr ived when the interests of 
the nat ion must be weighed against the 
greedy desires of the disti l lery trusts whose 
short vision w i l l eventually seal their own 
doom. These words view only the economic 
side; others can take up the mora l a n d so­
c ia l side of the question.—The Hoosier 
Farmer . 

There are two excellent sayings of old, 
bearing upon this point of self- interested 
part izanship—our affections are ready to 
mold to our opinions—our r ight judgment is 
soon perverted when we allow i t to yield to 
private feeling.—Ford. 

M a n is, by nature, rather a vituperative 
t h a n a complimentary an imal . The language 
of satire a n d censure has a far greater 
copium verborum t h a n that of praise.— 
Heber. 

2 T H E C H R I S T I A N C O N S E R V A T O R 



Madrid Protestant Church Grows 
The amazing news comes from Spain, v ia 

Geneva, that the Spanish Protestant congre­
gation of M a d r i d , despite the present pre­
carious conditions, has actually been grow­
ing, 26 new members having been added i n 
1943. The Sunday school is well attended a l ­
though otherwise a l l Protestant schools are 
st i l l closed. 

The M a d r i d congregation keeps up its 
courage and hope even under present r e ­
strictions i t could not continue to, exist w i t h ­
out help f rom without.—Central European 
Interchurch Bul l e t in . 

Increase in Company Unions in 
Canada Causes Concern 

Growth of company unions, formed by e m ­
ployers to combat the growing strength of 
organized labor, is causing considerable, u n ­
easiness to heads <̂ f international unions i n 
this country. 

Since the outbreak of the war the strength 
of company unions has increased to such a n 
extent that, l ike the bona-fide trade unions, 
they have a national organization, the A m a l ­
gamated Independent Unions of Canada. This 
body held a convention a Hami l ton Ontario, 
last October. Its official organ, The A m a l ­
gamator, lists 37 firms where company unions 
are flourishing under a "benevolent" m a n ­
agement. This compilation includes inter ­
nat ional ly -known companies such as Inter ­
national Nickel , The Steel Company of 
Canada, A l u m i n u m Company of Canada, 
Otis Pensom, and Canadian Westinghouse. 

I n several cases, notably Otis Fensom, Steel 
of Canada, and International Nickel , locals 
of the C. I. O. (Canadian Congress of Labor) 
or the A . F . of L . exist side by side w i t h the 
company-dominated organization.—World-
over Press. 

French Protestant Welfare Work 
A Century-o ld Asy lum Reopens Its Doors. 

—"Chr is t ian isme" ' announces that the E v a n ­
gelical Home at Leme, France, closed when 
the mobil ization took place, has recently been 
opened once more. A t the outbreak of war, 
a l l the chi ldren (about 75), had to be moved 
elsewhere, as the buildings were requisitioned 
for army use. Now, after four years, i t is r e ­
suming its beneficient functions, thus re ­
storing an important institution for the 
heal th and safety of French Protestant c h i l ­
dren to its original service. 

Founded i n 1839, this Asylum annually re ­
ceived from 75 to 80 boys of school age, or­
phans or victims of parental neglect, and 
gave them a Protestant education i n a n 
atmosphere of Chr i s t ian kindness which 
neither their broken homes nor society as a 
whole could give them. 

The "Asiles J o h n Bost" at L a Force—In 
the midst of considerable difficulties the 
" C i t y of Mercy"—the Asylums " J o h n Bost " 
at L a Force—have continued to befriend a l l 
forms of human wretchedness and to extend 
to them the boon of Chr i s t ian kindness. 
There are now housed i n these, the largest 
group of Protestant welfare institutions i n 
France, about 800 persons. Even i n 1918-19, 
with only 611 inmates the expenses r a n over 
half a mi l l i on francs, while at present, w i th 
the low value of the franc, the budget has 
swollen to 5,000,000 francs or more./ Already 
a deficit of one and a hal f mi l l i on francs 
weighs upon the administration. The ten 
institutions which comprise the "As i le , " have 
been able to remain open only by the exercise 
of extraordinary thr i f t a n d ingenuity .—Cen­
tral European Interchurch Bul le t in . 

Chinese Mission of Good Will 
to Britain 

A reception was arranged by the Uni ted 
A i d to C h i n a F u n d and the B r i t i s h Miss i on ­
ary Societies i n honor of the Chinese mission 
of goodwill now vis i t ing B r i t a i n . It was held 
i n London on December 23. The Bishop of 
London presided and there was a large and 
representative gathering, including many 
prominent missionary and church leaders. 
Addresses of welcome were given by the 
Bishop of London, the Rev. H . B . R a t t e n -
bury (Methodist Missionary Society), and 
the Rev. T . Cocker Brown (London Miss i on ­
ary Society). Three members of the Chinese 
mission of goodwill replied. They were M r . 
Wang Y u n W u , M r . H a n L i W u and M r . L i 
W e i K u o . The Bishop of London, i n his 
speech, referred to the great admiration 
which B r i t a i n felt for Ch ina , to the close 
l inks existing among the Chr is t ian com­
munities of both countries. The Chinese 
speakers a l l testified to the value of the 
pioneer work of B r i t i s h Missions i n C h i n a , 
especially i n the realms of education and 
medical and social services.—British Bul le t in . 

Turkey Strives to Raise Health 
Standards 

Turkey is just beginning to break ground 
i n a serious effort to improve her standards 
of public health. F ive new hea l th centers 
have recently been opened i n regions near 
the national capital , but because of the ab­
sence of any adequate transportation or 
communication to the small villages, progress 
i n any significant sense is not yet claimed 
by the Turks themselves. W r i t i n g i n the 
newspaper V a t a n , a T u r k i s h observer sa id : 
" A l l we have done up to the present is to r e ­
move some of the obstacles ly ing across our 
path so as to open the way for an intelligent 
approach. B u t the task to be done is s t i l l 

not understood, imagined, or estimated. The 
methods have not been thought of or made 
ready. Our social and economic forces are 
not yet awakened. Good work is being done 
here and there, but these efforts depend on 
individuals, and are impermanent and unre ­
lated " 

The writer then tells of the experiment 
carried out at the hea l th center at Etimesut, 
not far from the capital , which showed that 
primitive agriculture has its own level of 
public health, and that unt i l l iv ing conditions 
among the peasants can be improved there is 
practically no hope of raising the heal th 
standards of the country. 

The experiment showed that in fant m o r ­
tal i ty i n the agricultural communities rose 
sharply at harvest time, because mothers, 
having to help i n the fields, were obliged to 
neglect their children. Two years ago the 
government sent harvesting and threshing 
machines into the region. Two months' h a r ­
vesting was completed i n a week. T h a t year 
not one chi ld died of neglect i n the area. 
But the following year the machines did not 
come. A t once the infant mortality chart 
shot up to the level of earlier years.—World-
over Press. 

Uruguay's Youth Stiffen against 
Conscription . 

The attitude of Uruguayan youth towards 
the government's conscription program 
amounts to c iv i l disobedience. W h e n the five-
months mi l i tary t ra in ing act fai led to pro ­
duce enough young men on Saturdays a n d 
Sundays to take the d r i l l , the regulations 
were changed to provide that training must 
be undertaken i n barracks. B u t the outcry 
by a l l groups of youth i n the country was so 
great when this measure was adopted, that 
the authorities appear to be hesitating about 
carrying out the p lan, and the outcome of 
the whole issue is undecided.—Worldover 
Press. 

Water and Mexican Subsoil Rights 
It is generally known to persons fami l iar 

wi th Mexican law that subsoil rights are held 
to minerals, petroleum, etc., by the nat ion 
rather than by private owners of land. 
President M a n u e l A v i l a Camacho, i n defer­
ence to various projects that are going for ­
ward or planned for the increase of i r r i g a ­
t ion and dr inking water, has asked the M e x i ­
can Congress to amend Art ic le 27 of the C o n ­
stitution so that subsoil water w i l l become 
the property of the nation as a whole. The 
program would include the dr i l l ing of a r te ­
sian wells and use of water thereby produced. 
—Worldover Press. 

Murder of Kaj Munk 
The murder of the Dan i sh pastor and 

playwright, K a j M u n k , has made a great i m ­
pression i n B r i t a i n . "The T imes" of January 
6 devoted considerable space on its m a i n page 
to the murder, and also printed a lengthy 
obituary. The newspaper said that K a j M u n k 
h a d made i t p la in i n his sermons that C h r i s ­
t ianity and Nazism could not co -exist .—Brit ­
ish Bul le t in . 
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