THE CHURCH
of the
UNITED BRETHREN

- IN CHRIST.

(Constitution of 1841)

Remove not the ancient landmark
which thy fathers have set.

Speak unto the Children of Israel
that they go forward.

MR. JAMES L. KRAFT, ACTING PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL
COUNCIL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

For many years our Department of Christian Education has been a
) member of the International Council of Religious Education, and has
® been represented in its official meetings. This body supplies our Sunday
) ' school lesson subjects. As a church, we do not endorse all the ideas which
] this council sets forth from time to time, but seek to avail ourselves of
- all the good it supplies for us and practical helps which it may provide.
Harold E. Stassen, former Governor of Minnesota, is the president,
but during his absence, serving as an officer in the United States Navy,
Mr. James L. Kraft, a layman, and until recently president of the Kraft
Cheese Co., is serving as acting president of the Council. By the Russell
Colgate Distinguished Service Citation Plan, Mr. Kraft has this year been
given that distinguished award.

(See news article on page 2 con cerning meeting of the Council.)
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Inernational Counpil of Religions Education Meeti

The twenty-second annual meeting of the
International Council of Religious Education
at the Stevens Hotel in Chicago, February 7
to 12, will bring together nearly 1,500 re-
ligious education leaders of 42 Protestant
denominations in the United States and
Canada to face the problems confronting
the Church in planning for the post-war
world, it has been announced by Dr. Roy G.
Ross, general secretary of the Council.

Lay and ministerial religious educators
from every state and province in Canada will
consider the theme, “Christian Education for
the Post-war World,” in general sessions and
17 advisory sections. In addition to the 42
Protestant denominations, delegates will rep-
resent the 31 states and provincial councils
of churches and religious education and the
114 city councils, which are members of the
Council. The United Brethren Church (O. C.)
will be represented by two official members
of the International Council. The official
representatives are Rev. R. W. Rash, general
secretary of Christian Education, and Rev.
J. Ralph Pfister, editor of the Department.

“The church today is facing imperatives
which challenge her most cherished ideals
and her total resources,” Dr. Ross stated in
the announcement. “Without diminishing
our emphasis upon the meeting of war-time
needs, we must give attention now to the new
imperatives for Christian service which aec-
company our anticipation of peace.

“The Church must be prepared for an ef-
fective spiritual ministry to her returning
veterans. She must seek to understand their
varied experiences and convictions, and com-
mand their highest loyalties and ablest

leadership for the great spiritual tasks which

lie ahead. She must render a sympathetic
and helpful ministry to those who are deplet-
ed in mind and body and spirit.

“The church also must cope more effec-
tively with those forces which are responsible
for the meounting statistics of delinquency
throughout the continent. The neglect of our
childhood today is certain to produce a sub-
normal citizenship and parenthood for to-
morrow. No program will be adequate except
as it is grounded in & Christian concept of
the universe and of human relationships,”
Dr. Ross concluded.

Among the ninety speakers who will be on
the six-day program are Dr. William Bar-
row Pugh, Philadelphia, Pa., chairman of the
General Commission of Army and Navy
Chaplains and chairman of the National
Council of the Service Men’s Christian
League; Dr. John W. Decker, New York City,
secretary of the International Missionary
Council; Dr. G. Baez Carmargo, Mexico City,
Mexico. :

Dr. Martha W. MacDonald, Washington,
D. C, Children’s Bureau, United States De-
partment of Labor; Dr. Homer P. Rainey,

~Austin, Texas, president of the University of

Texas, and Dr. Liston Pope, New Haven,
Conn., of the Divinity School, Yale Univer-
sity.

In the absence of Lt. Comdr. Harold E.

Stassen, president of the International Coun-
cil, who is on duty somewhere in the Pacific,
James L. Kraft, Chicago industrialist, will
serve as acting president.

International Christian Fel-
lowships, in London

A joint gathering for International Chris-
tian Fellowships was held in London on De-
cember 11 under the auspices of the British
Council of Churches. In an address on
“Christian Light in a World of Darkness,”
Dr. Hugh Martin said that the gathering
rep‘respnted in miniature what he felt was
the real hope of the world: that the growing
sense of Christian fellowship transcended na-
tional frontiers. Likening Christian light to a
five-pointed star, Dr. Martin said that there
were five ways in which the Christian church
seemed to him to be shining in a new way,
especially in the present darkness of the
European continent.

First, he said, there was the fact that the
Christian church was outstandings as the
champion of the rights of man as such. It
was not only for Christian institutions but
Jews, for children, for the oppressed every-
where that Christians were bravely giving
their witness. Then, Dr. Martin continued,
there was the fact of a riew sense of loyalty
to the church in European countries. The
mere fact that so many other institutions
had gone down before Hitler’s tyranny em-
phasizes. the fact that the churches had held
together and that church members were
deepening loyalty. Christians had found that
they could not stand as isolated individuals,
but must stand together as members of the
corporate body.

Thirdly, Dr. Martin stresses the new rap- -

prochement among Christians of different
historical traditions. Not only have Protestant
bodies of different kinds found a new basis
of co-operation, but Roman Catholics and
Protestants have found they too had much
in common and could co-operate when con-
fronted with a new paganism. There were,
of course, many differences between Roman
Catholics and Protestants, but these did not
prevent important acts of joint witness.

Dr. Martin pointed out that there was
something in the nature of a spiritual awak-
ening going through the churches of Europe.
Churches which had appeared to be in a rut
were stimulated into new spiritual efforts
and vitality. Lastly, the witness of the
church shone out in the darkness because
of the attitude Christians were taking toward
their enemies, Dr. Martin concluded.—British
Bulletin.

Financial Aspect of Liquor

This is no temperé,nce lecture, but America
is about to run out of hard liquor, according

.to some Senators. Such a situation would be

embarrassing, based on experiences of the
past, especially when great conferences are

in the making. The nation may go hungry
for the lack of feed grains, but the distillers
want to make liquor again. The distilling in-
dustry (under pressure), converted wholly to
the manufacture "of industrial alcohol for
war purposes after its warehouses were filled
to capacity with liquor.

Certainly this war is not serious, if grain
can be used for liquor when poultrymen and
dairymen are selling out because they can't
get feed grains and milk is rationed. Keep-
ing the night clubs well stfpp]ied with liquor
will be less attractive to farmers who keep
the plows running into the night, as com-
pared to the urge to supply food and fibér
for the fighting boys at the front. While the
boys fight for liberty, America chooses be-
tween liquor and milk. Perhaps this is qne
of the freedoms. ~

Each citizen takes one more look at his
thin old tires, and then patriotically walks
to work, perhaps without full realization that
the alcohol from ten bushels of grain would
make him a whole new set of tires. The old
slogan, “If you drink, don’t drive!” is about
to be changed to “If you drink, you WON'T
DRIVE!” Of course the interests of the mul-
ti-millionaire distillers must be carefully
guarded, in war as in peace, even if the pub-
lice is destined to walk.

The public has been told to stay at home to
save gasoline and the little old ration stamp,
worth two gallons, has made the order stick.
No one complains much, but the alcohol
about to be used for liquor, if mixed with
gasoline, would stretch every gallon so
mixed about 50 per cent. The distillers in
the Grain Belt could furnish fuel for the
tractors and trucks, thus freeing thousands
of tons of rail shipping for other purposes. '
It may be that alcohol is worth more in the
stomach than in the tank of a tractor. The

‘nation must choose its freedom of want.

The whole controversy about a liquor
shortage revolves about a greed on the part
of the distillery interests to make more
money, wholly disregarding the possible effect
on the early close of the war and the general
welfare of the public. It is no secret that in-
dustrial aleohol manufacturing is less profit~
able than the manufacturing of liquor. Starv-
ing children in the occupied countries portray
the need for milk and food-—not liquor.

The time has arrived when the interests of
the nation must be weighed against the
greedy desires of the distillery trusts whose
short vision will eventually seal their own
doom. These words view only the economic
side; others can take up the moral and so-
cial side of the question.—The Hoosier
Farmer.

et

There are two excellent sayings of old,
bearing upon this point of self-interested
partizanship—our affections are ready to
mold to our opinions—our right judgment is
soon perverted when we allow it to yield to
private feeling.—Ford.

—_————

Man is, by nature, rather a vituperative
than a complimentary animal. The language
of satire and censure has a far greater
copium verborum than that of praise—
Heber.
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