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WITH COMMENTS CONCERNING HIS FAMILY 

Chapter 1 

B e n j a m a n H a n b y was b o r n at R u s h v i l l e , F a i r f i e l d C o u n t y Oh io , J u l y 
22nd 1833, i n a f a r m house a quar te r of a m i l e f r o m the v i l l age . T h e 
house s ince then has been demol i shed . A s a boy he was the " l i v e w i r e 
of the f a m i l y " a h u m a n dynamo . B u t i t m u s t be s a i d h e made th ings 
r u n somet imes i n a w a y that was not agreeable to others . 

W h e n h i s bro thers a n d sisters came to share w i t h h i m the f a m i l y l i f e 
he was master of the s i tua t i on w h e n i t came to m i s ch i e f and fun , a n d at 
t imes he was a t e r r o r to t h e m for they c ou ld no t e q u a l h i m w h e n i t came 
to ge t t ing even i f they caused someth ing to h a p p e n tha t was to h i s d i s ­
advantage. F o r instance there was one day w h e n someth ing the 
c h i l d r e n d i d that d isp leased h i m , bu t k e ep ing h i s d i sp leasure to h imse l f , 
he suggested that they p l ay a n e w game. T h e y w e r e a l l eager to take 
pa r t i n i t . H e t o l d t h e m that the f i r s t t h i n g to do w a s to get a l l the 
cobs a n d s t i cks together that they cou ld f i n d a n d t h r o w t h e m o n top of 
a shed. T h e y a l l became busy do ing th is , a n d w h e n a goodly p i l e of 
cobs a n d c lubs h a d been accumula t ed on the shed, " B e n " got on top a n d 
then pe l t ed the c h i l d r e n w i t h th is a m m u n i t i o n . T h e r e was n o t h i n g o n 
the g r o u n d i n the v i c i n i t y that they cou ld t h r o w back , as i t had a l l been 
c leaned up . M o r e o v e r B e n was a good shot. S o m e of t h e m we r e h i t 
and they w e n t c r y i n g in to the house. 

Ben ' s m isch i e f f r equen t l y got h imse l f a n d the c h i l d r e n into t r oub l e 
—espec i a l l y h imse l f . O n such occasions, i f i t was qu i t e a t r y i n g s i t u a ­
t i on he w o u l d have a n i n t e r v i e w w i t h h i s father , a p i ous m a n w h o 
be l i eved i n p r a y e r a n d the use of the r o d i n the d i s c i p l i n e of c h i l d r e n . 
In order that the i n t e r v i e w w i t h h i s son m i g h t be of a p r i va t e na ture , 
he w o u l d l ead the boy to some sec luded spot t h e n k n e e l d o w n a n d p ray , 
after w h i c h impress i ve ceremony, he w o u l d a p p l y a s w i t c h to the boy 
in a f ee l ing manne r . T h i s w o u l d cause B e n to m o d i f y his m isch i e f for 
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a time, but his propensity for fun and p lay ing jokes stayed w i t h h i m as 
long as he l i ved. He played jokes on the chi ldren, col lectively and 
singly. A s a single subject he del ighted to "get one" on his brother 
Cyrus, who was next to the oldest boy and Ben's constant companion. 

Cyrus was quiet, good natured boy, who at times wou ld become 
absent minded and th ink of something that was foreign to the work i n 
hand. To i l lustrate Ben's propensity to joke, we w i l l relate how he 
played one or two on his brother. One day Ben's mother handed h i m 
some knives and to ld h i m to go and sharpen them on a grindstone. 
Cyrus went along to tu rn the stone. They went to a b lacksmith shop 
where a grindstone was located and they soon become busy w i th the 
work. Tu rn ing the stone becoming monotonous, Cy rus closed his eyes 
and became deeply engrossed i n thought. W h e n B e n had f inished the 
knives and had them good and sharp, he stopped and looked at Cyrus, 
who absent mindedly continued to tu rn the stone w i th his eyes shut. 
B e n s l ipped out and got quite a crowd together to come and see how 
we l l his brother l i k ed to work. Cyrus continued to tu rn the stone w i th 
his eyes shut, much to the enjoyment of the crowd, un t i l some One who 
could not ho ld i n any longer burst out w i t h a b ig laugh. Then Cyrus 
woke up and stared at the crowd wh i l e the men looked at h i m and 
roared w i t h laughter. "What is the matter," he exclaimed, " O h nothing," 
they said, "We just want you to keep turn ing the grindstone as we have 
some knives to sharpen." Ben's father moved to C i rc lev i l l e , Ohio and 
became engaged i n publ ishing the Rel ig ious Telescope for the United 
Brethen church. 

Wh i l e at this place B e n took considerable interest i n the manipula­
t ion of the pr in t ing business, but his d is tr ibut ion of type and the expres­
sion of his instinct for art i n the way of marks w i t h printer 's ink on 
the wa l l s of the office and the home, d id not meet w i t h the approval 
of his father and mother, and he was obliged to give up getting into the 
printer 's can of ink . However, i n time, he and two other children, 
Amanda and Cyrus , being older than the others, became quite helpful i n 
the publ icat ion business. 

In refer ing to this occupation A m a n d a relates that, " W h e n I was a 
l i t t le g i r l , i n C i rc l ev i l l e , I helped with the wo rk of The Telescope, I was 
so smal l at first, that I had to stand on a box to fo ld papers, and when 
the wo rk was done, I looked w i th pr ide on the piles of neatly folded 
journals a l l ready for the ma i l . Our mother also took her share of 
fo lding papers along w i t h a l l the other cares that fell to her l o t . The 
papers were brought to the house and. she worked on them there white 
caring for the l i t t le ones. Those were years of strictest economy in the 
home and office i n order to l ive on the muni f icent salary of $500 per 
year. 



Operations i n the newspaper office were no smal l part of the c h i l ­
dren's l i fe and wh i l e B e n was something of a nuisance i n the way of 
pr int ing, when a smal l boy, later on he became quite useful, and he was 
very desirable i n assisting i n singing, for he had a good voice and an 
aptitude for music. He wou ld be given an opportunity to assist in this 
way when his father wou ld take h i m and some of the older chi ldren to a 
neighboring school where they were pract ic ing singing i n chorus. Whi l e 
B e n was interested i n the work of the newspaper, i t is doubtful i f he 
at any t ime would have made as supreme a sacrifice, as that wh ich was 
endured by his l i t t le f ive year old sister, Amanda . 

One day when her father was feeling greatly discouraged i n t ry ing 
to meet the demands for money that The Telescope required, he sat 
w i th a sad face and said that he was i n unusual danger i n not being able 
to meet a debt of the business, and noticing his distress, l i t t le Amanda 
w i t h her heart aching for her father, went to her accumulat ion of 
wealth wh i ch she had saved w i th much self denial , and wh i ch consisted 
of five copper cents, and w i t h this i n her hand she sl ipped soft ly to his 
side and la id her treasure on a table before h im. 

What is i t f o r? " he asked, and his keen black eyes were f u l l of tears 
when she whispered, "To pay the debt." Inspired by the sacrifice of 
his l i t t le g i r l , he renewed his efforts to meet the obl igation that had 
come upon h i m and succeeded in doing so. He felt especially obliged to 
make the business a success and establish The Telescope, since he was 
the first one to suggest its publ icat ion and was instrumenta l i n securing 
a $500 outfit inc luding a Washington hand press on wh ich i t was printed. 

To show the influence of the father's l ife on his son we w i l l give 
further reference to his work. He had taken a great deal of interest i n 
the development of the Uni ted Bre thren church, and i n 1831 he was l i ­
cenced to preach and i n 1833 was given a c ircuit of 170 miles w i t h 28 
appointments. He wou ld t rave l on this terr i tory every 4 weeks. H i s 
salary amounted to $35 per year and board. 

H is fami ly eaked out a l i v ing w i t h this smal l amount and what i n ­
come could be secured f rom a saddle and harness business wh i ch he had 
established at Rushv i l l e . 

It was at this t ime that he became interested i n the establishment of 
a church paper. The wo rk of its publ icat ion was given into the hands of 
Wm. Rhinehart, and the f irst copy came out i n 1834. 

A l though but 26 years o ld at this t ime he was ejected as presiding 
elder, but he did not lose his interest i n the publ icat ion of The Telescope 
The business was so beset, w i th obstacles that the managing abi l i ty of 
Hanby was called into service by his being appointed general agent and 
treasurer of the concern. In 1839 Wm. Rhinehart resigned, giving the 
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Hanby was then elected as editor and manager, and for s ix years 
under the most t r y ing circumstances, he continued i n charge of the bu­
siness. In commenting upon this part of his work, Hanby says that when 
he took hold of the business it was heav i ly i n debt and only superhuman, 
effort prevented it f rom going to the wa l l . 

"No department of the work of the church of m y choice, has drawn 
so heavi ly upon m y best energies as The Telescope. The t o i l and a n ­
guish endured to save the s ink ing vessel, is more than I can describe." 

The church paper was an untr ied enterprise among a people who had 
a smal l conception of the magnitude of the work that was being under­
taken. They had l i t t le idea of the wants of such an establishment, and 
as l i t t le idea of their own great need of it. M a n y were i l l i terate and 
prejudiced against learning or anything that savored of a f inished edu­
cation. Tak ing a paper was too near an approach to "book l earn ing" 
wh i ch they had learned to despise. More than one minister boasted 
that "he had never rubbed his back against college wa l l s . " 

It wou ld have been a di f f icult task to have carr ied on a paper under 
such discouraging circumstances, even i f i t had been free f rom debt, but 
burdened as it was, the task was more than di f f icult . Hanby had clear 
v is ion and fine business qualities, and he bent his energies to remove 
every obstacle. 

In M a y 1845 at the Genera l Conference held i n C i rc lev i l l e , a special 
committee reported concerning the affairs of The Telescope office as 
fol lows: 

"We f ind the business of The Rel igious Telescope i n a prosperous 
condition, there being at this t ime i n the Treasury, a balance of three 
thousand dollars i n favor of the office." The debt was paid at last! 

A t this conference Rev. Hanby was elected as B ishop of the church, 
and dur ing his f irst term he presided over the conferences of Indiana 
and Ohio. In 1849 he was again elected editor of The Telescope, wh ich 
had now become established and the business in good condit ion. Under 
his judicious management the concern undertook to pub l i sh books and 
other l i terature w h i c h the church needed. Dur ing this t ime he prepared 
a church history wh i ch was published i n book form. 

Thus we can see the religious and l i terary influences that were 
brought to bear i n the mould ing of Ben's character. There was also in­
sti l led, the temperance principles of his father who was an advocate of 
total abstinence. On November 16th, 1841, his father assisted i n the 
organization of a temperance association, known as The Washington So­
ciety at C i rc lev i l l e . Every member of the family, inc lud ing the appren­
tices i n the pr in t ing business, took the total abstinence pledge. 



In addit ion to these three inf luences—Relig ion, Temperance, and 
Literature, Ben's heart was f i l l ed w i t h sympathy for the i l l - t reated slaves 
on account of his father being interested in an underground ra i l road 
station at C i rc l ev i l l e and one at Rushv i l l e for escaping slaves. This 
caused Ben at times to come in personal contact w i t h those escaping f rom 
cruel masters, to say nothing of his reading ant i -s lavery articles i n the 
newspapers and f rom his father's pen. 

His father was doubtless moved to do this and i n publ ish ing articles 
against slavery, on account of his own slave servitude wh i l e serving an 
apprenticeship i n the harness mak ing business, being bound over to a 
man i n Pennsylvania , who cruelly beat h im on account of being u n w i l l ­
i n g to l ie, a n d misrepresent goods, and whose l i fe was made so unen­
durable that he escaped and came on foot to Ohio. 

has been said when Ben was a boy, he kept his brothers and sisters 
at times, i n terror of h im, but rel igious influence caused h i m to modify 
his sport, and have a care for the welfare of his fami ly playmates. In 
fact upon becoming converted at the age of 16 he took " r i ght do ing" so 
seriously that he greatly re l ieved his parents i n his inf luence over his 
brothers and sisters i n keeping them in good conduct. 

His sister, Amanda , said of h i m concerning his conversion, " where as 
before, his love of fun had made h i m almost a terror to his brothers and 
sisters f rom that t ime on his parents themselves had scarcely more i n ­
fluence over them than he, and he had much to do towards br ing ing 
them to a rel igious l i fe. A few tender words f rom this beloved elder 
brother, could melt the most w i l f u l of them to tears of contr i t ion. " 

Ben was the f irst of the chi ldren to enter the Otterbein College at 
Westervi l le i n its p r imary stage of existence, and it was at this t ime 
that he became converted and joined the Uni ted Bre thren Church . 

A l though this action modif ied his mischief, he was anyth ing but a 
solemn faced sanctimonious boy. No student i n the college was more 
fu l l of active life, b r i l l i ant wit , entertainment and student w o r k and sport 
than Ben. H is natura l gifts and w inn ing personality made h i m a l ead­
er among the students. " H i s gymnasium was the wood pi le, his natato¬
rium was A l u m Creek, his stadium was chosen at w i l l i n the va l ley of the 
meadow and woodland that stretched away on either side." 

" In spite of the absence of trapeze and arena, he excel led i n athletics, 
was fleet of foot, accurate of eye, a lithe, agile wrest ler and expert 
swimmer . "—Galbreath . 

The studies assigned h i m were not sufficient to keep occupied his 
comprehensive and quick mind, so that he was able to accomplish a great 
deal of other work. He lead the prayer meetings, took charge of the 
singing, prepared the music for a l l publ ic entertainments, and was one 
of the founders of the Phi lomathean Literary Society of the college. 
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He was the first president, and his valedictory can be found in print 
with some other addresses in the Westerville L ibrary. 

His bri l l iant ability to master his studies and quickly comprehend the 
problems that came before him, made him a leader in his classes, in the 
work of the church, and as a public and Sunday school instructor, while 
as a leader in musical entertainments and good natured wit, he was un­
excelled. Yet he was not always successful in his undertakings, for be 
it known that his college provided the students wi th employment to assist 
them in meeting their expenses, and among other occupations was that 
of farming. And be it known that Ben, with a fellow student, under­
took the cultivation of a plot of ground. The said fellow student was 
none other than George Bonebreak, who in after years, when he was 
cashier of the First National Bank at Los Angeles, delighted in stating 
that the results of the partnership formed between him an Ben Hanby 
for farm products resulted in the production of one bushel of potatoes. 
Major Bonebreak, as he was known when at Los Angeles, succeeded in 
acquiring wealth through other means than agriculture, while Ben with 
his soul fu l l of music, produced songs that were sung throughout the 
nation. He had a strong magnetic voice which was pleasing to listen to 
in conversation, at which he was an entertaining genius, and in his sing­
ing, which was always enjoyed. He was not particularly handsome, 
but his personality was very attractive, especially his large, beautiful 
expressive eyes. 

In writ ing of him his sister Amanda says, "No laugh rang out on the 
college campus more merrily than his. No one loved honest manly fun 
more than he, or would take more pains to get the joke on some one. 
His religion was bright and joyous and he held that no one has as good 
a right to be cheerful as a Christian." 

He was a many sided man. He excelled in almost everything he un­
dertook and was expected to take the lead in every enterprise. The 
lady who taught drawing on his advent into the class went home in tears 
saying she believed Hanby knew more about drawing than she did. He 
taught himself without much study. He excelled in many sports. The 
pupils expected him to lead and depended on h im in almost every emer­
gency. Once when a number of them were bathing in A l u m Creek, 
some of whom had left the water, an inexperienced swimmer started across 
the stream and midway sank. Though dozens of men stood on the bank 
they a l l yelled "Hanby! Hanby!" He was dressed and had started home, 
He turned and took in the situation at a glance, and ran back, throwing 
off his clothing as he ran and succeeded by great care and coolness in 
bringing the drowning man safely to land. 

He had great sympathy for the trials which fell to the lot of students 
in the college. Was a student sick or discouraged he was sure to be at 
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his side to wait on or comfort him. Some of the most distinguished 
among the educational men of the church declared they had no concep­
tion of what was meant by a finished education or had the least desire 
to acquire it, unt i l their ambition was stirred by his efforts. He never 
thought he must rest as long as any one needed him and the fresh green 
student or the homesick one was his special charge. One young man of 
promise became homesick before he had been at school long enough to 
become sufficiently interested in his studies to take his mind off of h im­
self. Ben, as he was familiarly called, labored faithfully wi th him, 
visited him in his room, brought him home with him, sang to him, prayed 
with him, but a l l to no. purpose; he must go home. Thinking then that 
sterner means might succeed where gentler ones had failed, he talked 
seriously, even sternly to him. One thing he said stung the young man 
deeply and he could not shake it off. "If you go home," he said, "and 
lose your opportunity to make a man of yourself, you w i l l show your­
self a perfect ninnyhammer." The young man did not know what it 
meant and finally consulted Webster and found it meant a simpleton 
which did not comfort him. He confessed long after that, that he was 
indeed a "ninnyhammer" though the sting of the epithet he maintained 
kept h im from being as much of a "simpleton" as he might otherwise 
have been. 

A short time after entering college Ben obtained a commission to 
teach in the common schools at the age of seventeen. The first school 
he taught was at Clear Creek. Later he was at Rushville where his 
friends, especially the children, were delighted to have him as a teacher. 
Afterwards he took charge of the schools at Westerville. 

His individual ideas of instruction were in an embryo state when he 
taught his first school, and he was not at liberty to pursue his course as 
he saw fit, being restricted by other authority, but being a close ob­
server of conditions, and understanding the minds of children, he soon 
developed qualities that commanded the attention of pupils, and caused 
them to keep good order and to take an interest in their studies. 

His experience at Clear Creek qualified him to meet the requirements 
of an undesirable condition of school life as he found it at Rushville. A t 
this place he had fu l l liberty to conduct the school as appeared best in 
his judgment and as a result, the old system of education was put to rout, 
and original methods introduced which proved successful. 

As an instructor at Westerville, some of his original ways in instruc­
tion were put in use, but he did not have the freedom of authority that 
he enjoyed at Rushville. 

His experience in conducting the Rushville school he never forgot, 
and he made an impression upon the pupils that remained with them al l 
through their lives. 



in a letter to a friend concerning the possibility of schools, Mr. Hanby 
writes of his charge at Rushville. He says: 

"When you wrote on the subject of schools your remarks carried me back 
to a morning when a hundred almost totally demoralized children came to 
me, then a mere boy, in a wretched hovel of a building to go through a 
winter's term of school. I will never forget the sickening characters and 
obscenities marked with ink and coal upon the walls and carved into the 
benches. Many of the children were dragged into that gloomy, filthy place 
by their parents and it was notorious that with many of the pupils, truancy 
had always been the rule, and attendance the exception. My first act was to 
kneel down among them and pray for help on high. It was something they 
had never seen a teacher do before and for once they were awed into per­
fect silence. 

When I arose they were ready to hear what I had to say. I told them 
that no doubt hitherto that place had been to them an object of aversion, 
but if they would assist me we would see if we could not make it pleasant 
and agreeable. At that every face brightened. We procured tools and went 
to work. Coat after coat of whitewash was applied to the walls until they 
were finally perfectly white. We then got suitable pictures from the various 
families and hung them upon the walls decked with evergreens. Then we 
learned some pretty songs and lastly took hold of books and studied in good 
earnest. The truancy in time ceased entirely and the hours flew by all too 
rapidly. The adieu to the teacher and to the school room became each even­
ing more reluctant and the greetings each morning more joyous until at last 
the precious moments in the evening could not be spent away from each other 
and our delightful work. So all assembled again in the early candle light, in 
the dear old school house, to engage in familiar conversation with the teach­
er, on history, poetry or some other suitable subject. 

The tears which even the most incorrigible of former truants shed when at 
last the four months were up and the school disbanded came up to my re­
membrance to night as touching reminders of the truth of your remarks, 
that the school room may be such a little heaven itself that children will 
joyfully repair thither. 

Years have passed since then, but away out here in Chicago hundreds of 
miles from that village, a well dressed, handsome looking gentleman called 
on me the other day and announced himself as one of the good for nothing 
urchins whose lives took a favorable turn in that memorable school at Rush¬
viile. Miss F.— a most intelligent and accomplished teacher in charge of 
the female department of one of the institutions of the state is another of 
those dear pupils and so it goes. 

Whenever I meet them they speak of "that school" with kindling eves and 
swelling heart. It was not a model school of course far from it, but there was 
in it the intimations of possibilities which might be realised. 
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M y early school teacher came from Ireland, the land they left behind 
them but their ire they brought along. They whipped by platoons. I was 
given the multiplication table on Friday and on the following Monday 
was compelled to repeat it from beginning to end and receive a blow 
with a ferule for every mistake! When I came to teach my own pupils 
the lesson, I set the whole table with music varying the melody wi th each 
column, thus producing a melody of twelve parts. The result was, of 
course, a tedious task turned into a delightful entertainment. I believe 
there is a royal road to every kind of learning and kindly guides w i l l yet 
be. raised to point them out. 

I cannot think the acquisition of knowledge w i l l ever cease in the other 
world, and yet it is equally impossible to conceive of its attainment by pro­
cesses other than the most grateful and pleasing; and this too, for a l l 
children as wel l as those who are mature. And I believe it can be and 
ought to be so here. I think a revolution must take place, however in our 
educational theories, we must not place a task before the pupi l when he 
is not ready for it." 

While the facilities for the school at Rushville were undesirable when 
Mr. Hanby taught there, the arrangements were not as crude as he 
would have found them had he been in that village a few years earlier; 
for he would have been installed in the first school building ever erected 
there. It was made of logs and the seats were heavy slabs placed in con­
tinuous rows. It was used for school purposes for quite a number of 
years but was finally supplanted by a building that was a combination of 
school and market house. In this structure there were two rooms on the 
ground floor and one large one up stairs. The front room on the ground 
floor was used for the market, the other one for the school. It was in 
this building that Mr. Hanby taught. 

In 1927, the following named pupils that he taught, were sti l l l iv ing: 
Mrs. George R. Fiegell, age 88, of Lancaster Ohio, Mrs. Homer C. Wilson, 
age 82, of Mt. Sterling, Mrs. T. M . Adams, 82, of Zanesville, Ohio and Mrs. 
Virginia Book, 86, of Rushville. 

In a letter from Mrs. Adams dated July 31, 1927 she states, "While 
your father made us enjoy school work, he insisted on good order. One 
day he saw me writ ing something which was against the rule, so he 
called me up and found that I had written a note to one of the boys. He 
made me stand up and read it before the school, he did not let me read it 
in whispering tones either. It was a hard punishment, but I graduated 
then and there in obedience and I made it a study, as he taught us to do, 
to be always kind. Let no bitter thoughts enter into your mind. The road 
may be rough and tiresome but a happy disposition w i l l carry you through. 
He put some of our studies into music which helped us to learn them. For 
instance we learned the vowels in song that went this way, Ba Be B i Bo 
Bu, a e i o u . " 
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Mrs. Book said in a letter written to us dated A u g . 1st 1927 " Y o u r 
grand mother Mi l ler l ived here in a brick house and your great grand 
parents l ived next door to everybody. She made yeast for the town and 
sold it. Everybody baked those days and went twice a week to get yeast. 
She also sold stick candy and ginger cakes. Yes I went to school to Mr. 
Hanby and liked him very much. He opened the school every morning 
with prayer and a hymn. I learned the hymn and have never forgotten it. 
Here it is: 

Come let us join our cheerful songs 
With angels round the throne, 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But a l l their joys are one. 
Worthy the Lamb that died, they cry, 
To be exalted thus! 
Worthy the Lamb, our hearts reply, 
For he was slain for us. 
Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honor and power divine, 
And blessings more than we can give, 
Be Lord, forever thine! 

He composed several songs and we learned them in school. He was 
ful l of jokes and fun, but we had to study and have discipline." 

A n article in the "Scarlet and Gray" published at Rushville, by 
George E. Ka lb gives us the following information: 

"Hanby was proud of his pupils but could not understand why the 
parents did not visit the school Fai l ing to arouse any interest in this 
direction, he planned a free entertainment for parents only and invitations 
were sent out accordingly. Being free there was a fu l l attendance— 
every pupi l recognizing the presence of father or mother. Hanby was 
on to his job and gave them a fine entertainment. Before dismissing the 
audience he thanked the parents for their presence and announced that 
the program would be concluded with a song that he was sure they 
would appreciate. The words, he composed, to go wi th a familiar tune. 
A t a given signal the whole school arose and joined with Hanby in 
singing: 

Oh, dear, dear, what can the matter be, 
Parents don't visit the school. 
Now if they would come they would find a l l in their 

places 
With nicely combed hair, clean hands, and clean faces. 
Wi th everything nice and with naught that disgraces 
Now why don't they visit the school? 



They care for their dimes and they care for their 
dollars, 

They care for their wives and their high standing 
collars. 

But little we think that they care for the scholars, 
Or else they would visit the school. 

From childhood Mr . Hanby manifested a fondness for music. His 
genial sensitive nature found soul-satisfying expression in song. A t the 
regular church service on the Sabbath day and through protracted re­
ligious revivals his voice was heard in the choir. In his first school 
teaching long before he had received forma instruction in the art he had 
taught his pupils to sing as we have noticed. To his other gifts were 
added the graces of speech. In the school he was at once a teacher and 
companion. He mingled wi th the children on the playground. With the 
older boys outside of school hours, he roamed over the surrounding hills, 
through the lovely forests and along the murmuring streams, thus while 
he was one of them, he was also their guide and instructor. 
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Chapter 2 

Ben assisted his brothers and sisters and his father in financial dif­
ficulties and when able to do so pursued his studies at the college, at 
Westerville, Ohio. 

Being gifted in writ ing verse, he naturally loved poetry, his favorite 
author being Longfellow. One day his sister Amanda and one of her 
friends requested him to read to them something from "Hiawatha". He 
got the book and after reading for several minutes the two girls thought it 
sounded rather strangely and glancing at Ben's face they noticed that he 
could hardly keep from laughing, Then they discovered that instead of 
reading out of the book, he had been giving them extemporaneous verse, 
out of his own head. 

During the first term or two that Ben was in college, his family 
l ived in Circleville, and Ben would occasionally go home on a visit. 
His father being called away from home frequently, one of the old men 
of the church took it upon himself to watch the conduct of the children; 
but Ben being away at school, the old man ceased to see the boy, and 
lost his familiar acquaintance with the youth so that he was deceived one 
evening by taking Ben for some one else. This occurrence happened one 
Sunday evening when Ben arrived home and went to church with his 
oldest sister, Amanda. The old man did not see them at church but after 
the services were over, he noticed them sauntering along toward Amanda's 
home and apparently greatly attached to each other. His suspicion being 
aroused he decided to do the detective act and follow them at a distance. 
Before long Ben became conscious that he and his sister were being 
followed by some one, and glancing back discovered who it was. 

His quick mind took in the situation and he became quite familiar 
with Amanda. "Let us fool the old man," he said, "and make him think We 
are lovers." To which his sister readily assented. Upon arriving at the 
gate Ben opened it and let his sister in, then shut it ; then after they had 
chatted for a few minutes Ben leaned over, kissed his sister, tipped his 
hat and walked away; but a little later he got into the house by the 
back yard. 

The next day the old man called and told the Bishop that Amanda 
had a beaux and he thought that she was entirely too young to be 
running around with boys. 

"I think you must be mistaken," said the Bishop. "How do you know 
that she has a beaux?" Then the old man told what he had seen and 
Amanda was called in for an explanation. When the truth was known 
Bishop Hanby tried to apologize for the conduct of his son, but while 
doing so he could not help bursting into a laugh, while the would be 
detective, hastily left the home. 
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" A s has been said the Bishop was elected a second time as editor 
of the "Telescope", but at towards the end of the term he decided to 
move to Westerville and make this pleasant village his permanent home 
in order to give his children as much as possible the advantages that 
could be secured in education in that desirable community. This decision 
caused general rejoicing among the children who thoroughly appreciated 
the opportunities that it would bring, to say nothing of becoming weary 
of having no settled home, as they had been moving back and forth be­
tween Rushville and Circleville, as the father's occupation had constantly 
called him from one place to the other. 

Bishop Hanby was very fond of children and to give elements of 
his character in this direction w i l l refer to an experience of a cousin, 
Wi l l iam Hewett, who was a partner in publishing " The Tribune" at 
Springfield, Ohio. 

Will ie, as he was called when a small boy, l ived at Westerville and 
his mother being in stringent circumstances he was cared for, to some 
extent by his grandfather. On a certain day each week the Bishop was 
accustomed to shave and would hang us his coat at a certain place. 
Acting on a hint given him, Wil l ie examined the pockets of the coat tails 
and found some candy. After that he became interested in the said coat 
and would frequently find something desirable for a boy so it is needless 
to say that grandfather's coat tails became very popular wi th Wil l ie . 

On another occasion when the bulletin boards announced that there 
would be a circus in town on the following week, Wil l ie and a boy com­
panion were very anxious to go to the show, so the Bishop gave each 
twenty-five cents, the price of admission and five cents each for lemonade. 
But alas, before the circus arrived the boys were tempted to take a water­
melon or two from a neighbor's patch without asking permission. 

When the Bishop learned of this misdemeanor he consulted wi th the 
neighbor as to what punishment should be given to the boys for their mis­
conduct. It was decided that since each one had capital to the amount of 
thirty cents they should be required to pay this to the neighbor for the 
watermelons they had taken. The Bishop then made the boys give up 
their money for this purpose which they tearfully did. The day before 
the circus Willie's companion was given thirty cents by his folks but 
Will ie was st i l l without means to go to, the show. That afternoon the 
Bishop was sitting in a chair in front of which was some gravel and a 
little rubbish. Presently he began to stir around in the gravel wi th his 
cane and then calling to Wil l ie who was near by, he scratched around in 
the gravel with the end of his cane and presently scratched out a ten-cent 
p i e c e . H e advised the boy to scratch around and perhaps he would find 
some money. Sure enough he did, and with some vigorous scratching 
Willie found thirty cents so that he had enough to go to the show. 
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Personally the writer was under some obligation to his grandfather 
for k ind consideration for his needs and that of his mother. On one 
occasion when we were l iv ing at Columbus, "grandpa" visited us one 
day and when about to take his departure he came to where I was 
helping to bui ld a house for an uncle. I was then a lad of sixteen years 
and would secure employment when I had time out of school. After giving 
me some good advice he handed me ten dollars and said, "Give that 
to your mother." 

In speaking of the constant moving, the youngest daughter, Lizzie, 

says " M y father first settled at Rushvil le and began preaching in that 
vicinity. M y mother's mother and sister l ived there and father had a 
saddle and harness shop from which a l iv ing was made for his family. 
The church never paid him enough for us to l ive on. He was there when 
he was Presiding Elder. When he was elected publisher of "The 
Telescope" we moved to Circleville. The older children were born in 
Rushville. Then after four years, he was elected Bishop, we moved 
back to Rushville, where he had a saddle and harness shop, as said, 
run by my mother's brother, David Mi l l e r (another great care for my 
mother). When four years had passed, he was again appointed editor 
and publisher of "The Telescope". Then we had to go back to Circlevil le 
again, which was I believe in the year 1849. I was born in November 
of that year. Toward the end of another four years we moved back to 
Rushville and at this place brother Sammy was born. Then we moved 
to Westerville, father being appointed as agent and one of the Trustees 
of the college of which he was one of the founders." 

Bishop Hanby's home at Westerville was one that he bought before 
moving to this community. It occupied a l l the land from Main street 
on the north to College Ave., on the south and ran back nearly the same 
distance. The home place is now occupied by the U . B . Church and 
the library. 

While the land was very desirable wi th plenty of fruit trees the home 
was in poor condition. Ben and Cyrus took the lead of the children in as­
sisting in the cleaning up, repairing the building and making an addition 
for the new home. The two boys, Ben and Cyrus, were the most able 
for the work and they went at it unti l the home was in good condition 
with an addition so that the building afforded six bed rooms and 
other apartments. 

Thither the family moved after many farewells and the children set 
to work to enjoy the advantages of the education which the college af­
forded them. 
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The income of the Bishop being meager he was unable to meet the 
expenses required for the education of each one of the family. But his 
ambitious boys and girls set to work to earn their way as best they could 
with what assistance that could be given them by their father. Any way 
by which a little money could be earned to pay expenses, would be ac­
cepted unti l able to teach school or give educational services. 

The struggles to master this self imposed task was at times very 
difficult and discouraging, but the father stood by them as best he could 
and helped them through trying periods unti l four of them had suc­
ceeded in graduating. Ben, Cyrus, Wi l l iam and Lizzy. Amanda came 
near doing so but was obliged to give up on account of her eyes be­
coming affected so that she could not study. Later on she recovered, 
and those beautiful eyes of hers were of great service in furthering her 
future work. Sam and Jennie made several terms to their credit and Anna 
devoted herself to music. 

One day it occurred to Ben to plant a tree which would be a mark 
of his life at school, at Westerville, Ohio. Selecting the sprout of a 
sycamore, he planted it on the south side of College Ave., which leads 
to the entrance of the school. It st i l l lives and is known as the "Hanby 
tree". It vigorously throws out its leaves every spring, keeping green in 
its way the memory of the boy who planted it. 

TO T H E T R E E 

One evening as we looked to feast 
Our eyes upon this tree, as daylight ceased, 
We saw in trunk and branch and leaf and spray, 
Deviner meanings than were left by day. 
The faith of one above; the undergrowth of doubt, 
Towering high and looking up and out 
Into freedom's light for the lowly slave, 
To whom his sympathy in song he gave. 
The leaves his services, fond and true, 
Cup bearers of human sunshine and dew. 
Those wide spreading arms, held high in air, 
A quiet answer to his slave song prayer. 
A n d for troubled souls for whom his kindly thought, 
A cheerful and a hopeful life had wrought; 
Give forth your leaves, and live on oh noble tree, 
A n d tell the story of h im who planted thee. 

In at sketch of the song writer's life, Charles Galbreath referred to this 
tree and concerning it he says; 
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"As the visitor walks westward along College Ave., if he be ap­
preciatively observant, he w i l l note with pleasure the fine shade trees 
on either side. They stand in two stately ranks and stretch forth their 
boughs above the street as if to clasp each other in friendly greeting. 
Among these sentinels in uniform of green, the maple wi th umbrageous 
boughs and the elm with arching branches, are predominant, but on the 
south side, about midway between the further end of the avenue and the 
campus, in striking contrasts to its fellows, wi th luxuriant foliage of large 
leaves and sturdy trunks and smooth clean limbs of mottled brown and 
white, vigorous and stately, rises a large Sycamore. On its bole is to be 
placed a small marker that shall announce to the passer-by that half a 
century ago this tree was planted by a college lad who sang so wel l that 
the whole world has not forgotten and w i l l not soon forget his sweet, pa­
thetic lay. In the long ago like the other college boys he "planted his tree". 
Under the warm summer skies it flourishes greenly and at every passing 
of the breeze the leaves "clap their hands" as if in joyful anticipation of 
the years stretching peacefully before. Since the youth last passed this 
way, many times has the circle of the seasons crowned the tree with 
l iving green and decked the white limbs with the whiter snow." 

The boy who planted the tree was Benjamin Russel Hanby, author 
of "Darl ing Nelly Gray" . 

Ben and Cyrus continued to be brother chums and were class-mates, 
together in the college. Lizzie says in a description of her brother, Cyrus, 
that in some respects he was quite different from Ben. He was very quiet 
and diffident, although quite attractive in his appearance. He was hand­
some and stylish in his dress and always kept his boots blacked and his 
clothes neat. Although there was some difference in their dispositions 
these two brothers were as one and inseparable in their companionship. 

Toward the end of a vacation, when both wished to take Up their 
studies at the college, they found themselves short of means to do so. 
However the school management came to the rescue by giving them em­
ployment. Among the means, the college had for giving student help to 
meet expenses, was that of janitor work and care of the school buildings, 
and this being offered to the two young men they accepted it. 

After taking possession of a furnished room in the college building 
which was provided for them they took up their duties of the occupation. 

Among the requirements was that of sounding a fire alarm on the 
college bell, when ever a fire broke out in that vicinity. 

When thus situated, Ben sat at their little table one pleasant evening 
with a book before him and in profound study. Presently Cyrus entered, 
stretched himself, yawned and said that he was very weary and sleepy, 
He then threw himself upon the bed and was soon sound asleep. 
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Before long Ben was disturbed in his study by the room being illumi­
nated by a red glow of light. It appeared as though it were coming from 
a great conflagration. Jumping up he hastened to the window and looking 
out discovered that the light was from the moon which was rising from 
the horizon, the atmospheric conditions making it appear l ike a great bal l 
of fire. 

After gazing at the wonderful phenomenon for several minutes and 
admiring the beauty of the landscape painted in gorgeous colors by the 
red glow of the light, he was aroused from the charm of the beautiful and 
unusual sight, by a snore from his sleeping brother. 

Turning and looking at Cyrus, a mischievous idea came into his head 
(such ideas were inclined to get into his cranium) and acting upon a 
sudden impulse he went to the side of the bed and giving his brother a 
vigorous shake, he yelled, "Wake up Cyrus. F i re ! F ire ! F i r e ! " Cyrus 
woke up and at once got into quick action. Springing from the bed and 
before Ben could stop h im he rushed to the bell rope, grabbed it and 
sounded the fire alarm. 

Soon there was to be heard the noise of hurrying feet. The bucket 
brigade was called out and such as there was of a fire organization. In the 
midst of barking dogs, cries of citizens, and the rumbling of the wheels of a 
fire wagon, a great throng of people hurried to the campus and assembled 
in front of the college building with crys of, "Where is the fire? Where 
is the fire?" Cyrus and Ben did not show themselves, they hid. But the 
calls became louder and louder, unti l Ben could stand it no longer. Turn ­
ing to his brother he said, "We must go out and face the music," but 
Cyrus was not inclined to go, however Ben seized his brother by the 
coat collar and dragged h im out in front of the building. Noticing a 
large box near where they stood he got upon it and raised his hand. 
There was an intense silence. "The fire is in the moon," Ben said, "and 
Cyrus wants you to put it out." The crowd looked at Ben in utter aston­
ishment and st i l l silent, not comprehending what was said. Then Ben in 
his dramatic and unique entertaining way told what had happened, and 
when the joke was fully understood, the people nearly ki l led themselves 
laughing. They went home merri ly talking about Ben's pranks and saying 
that it was just l ike him. 

As for Cyrus he had trouble enough for some time after by being 
joked about the fire. When ever he came into sight someone would cal l 
out, "Hello Cyrus, how is the fire in the moon? Have you got it out?" 

One Sunday morning there came into the Sunday school room of the 
United Brethren Church, a young man who had just come to Westerville. 
He was assigned to a large Sunday school class over which Ben Hanby 




