
" Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith 
the Lord."—Zech 2 : 10. 

Vol. 1. DAYTON, OHIO, MAY, 1882. 

EDITORIAL. PAGE 

Methodist Episcopal Cincinnati Branch 04 
Notes 65 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

The Chinese—Their Degredation. By Bishop N. Castle 67 
Our Special Church-Work. By Mrs. S. J. Staves 69 
She Hath Done What She Could. By Rev. Geo. Sickafoose 71 
Branch Reports 72-77 

HOME CIRCLE. 

Character-Building. By Lizzie R. Hanby 78 
Corresponding Secretaries' Column 79 
Treasurer's Column 79 

[Entered at the post-office i t Dayton, Ohio, as second-class mail matter .] 

Woman's Missionary Association. 

The Board of Managers of the Woman's 
Missionary Association will meet in annual 
session in Trinity United Brethren Church, 
Lebanon, Pa., May 24th and 25th, 1882. Per­
sons attending the meeting will be met at the 
railroad depot by a committee and conducted 
to homes. Members of the committee will be 
known by a badge of blue ribbon. A cordial 
invitation is extended to all connected with 
the Board, and to all the friends of our work 
who may desire to come to attend this meet­
ing. Secretaries of branch societies are re­
quested to send names of delegates and per­
sons who will come as visitors to a member 
of the committee, so that homes may be pro­
vided. MRS. M. S. CRACKER. 

MRS M. A. MCFARLAND. 

ELIZA. STECKBECK. 

ELIZA MOORE. 

Methodist Episcopal, Cincinnati Branch. 

We were greatly favored by having the 
Cincinnati Branch of the Woman's Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episco­
pal Church hold its session in Dayton, April 
12th and 13th. This branch includes the 
states of Ohio, West Virginia, and Kentucky. 
A large number of delegates and visitors were 
in attendance from abroad, with a good local 
attendance. The sessions were interesting 
throughout. These sisters have been work­
ing twelve years; and we notice that they 
still have discouragements and hinderances, 
very much as we experience them. The last 
year they collected for their work, in this 
branch alone, $21,000. They have missions 
in India, Japan, China, Africa, South Amer­
ica, and Mexico. Those of us who listened to 
these facts wondered if such a time was for us 
in the near future. It may be, if we re-conse­
crate ourselves and do all we can to awaken 
the seventy-five thousand women who are not 
yet interested in this cause. It is a joy to be 
associated with such a band of noble Christian 
women in carrying the glad tidings of salva­
tion to a lost world. Dr. Waugh, a returned 
missionary, of twenty-three years' experience 
in India, addressed a large audience. He 
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thrilled his hearers and paid a high tribute 
to women's work when he said, "Daylight 
broke on India when the ladies sent their 
missionaries." Every courtesy was shown to 
ladies from other churches; and we felt "very 
much at home" in the midst of such earnest, 
devoted Christian workers. We wish them 
increased interest and great success the com­
ing year. Meantime we shall Avork diligently 
in our place to do all we can, feeling stronger 
and better for having attended this meeting. 

On the last page of each EVANGEL, just be­
low "Rates," are these words : "Money must 
be sent by post-office money-order, check, or 
draft. Small amounts may be sent in five-cent, 
three-cent, or less denomination of stamps. 
In sending names, gave name, post-office, 
county, and state, written plainly." 

"When the amount is less than one dollar it 
can safely and more conveniently be sent in 
three-cent stamps. In this way the postage 
will be less on the letter sent, and no charge 
for money-order or registering. For instance, 
a registered-letter was received the other day, 
inclosing seventy-five cents in silver; the 
weight required six cents postage, and ten 
cents for registering, making sixteen cents to 
send seventy-five. That makes it thirteen 
cents more than it should have cost. The 
government is profited ; but we are more con­
cerned for the interests of our friends and 
would like to have them a little more careful 
in the future. But there is another matter 
we are more interested in,—and that is, over­
weight letters. Fifteen cents extra postage 
in one day makes us think of ways and means 
to avoid a repetition. It is no use to refuse to 
pay; for when an envelope comes, bearing 
that mark, "Due three cents" Uncle Sam will 
have his money. On examining the matter 
we think we have found out the reason, and 
can give the remedy. These letters all con­
tained extra heavy paper, and writing on but 
one side. There was a good deal of it. We do 

As already suggested by Mrs. Billheimer in 
a recent article, there will be important ques­
tions come before the approaching Board-
meeting; and there will be many hearts inter­
ested in the success of the meeting who can 
not be there. We would suggest that the 24th 
and 25th of May be days of special prayer, 
to be observed by the members everywhere. 
At your homes, about yonr work, at the fami­
ly-altar, and in your secret devotion, pray 
earnestly that we may be guided by the Holy 
Spirit, and do that which will glorify the 
name of the Master and do most for saving 
souls. 

Let every worker do her utmost to increase 
the circulation of the EVANGEL. The June 
number will contain reports from the Board-
meeting, and will be of special interest to all. 
Those who have not yet sent in the money 
for subscription will be expected to do so at 
once, or we will discontinue the paper. 

We have received an outline history of 
China—country, people, missions,—from the 
editor. Rev. J. T. Grace, A. M., Rochester, 
N". J. It is a neat pamphlet of sixty-seven 
pages, and will prove a valuable hand-book 
for missionary workers. The writer is pre­
paring a series on different mission-fields, for 
use among all denominations of Christians. 
Price, 15 cents. Address S. Whybrew, Pub­
lisher, Rochester, New York. 
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not want less writing; but if the sisters will 
provide themselves with a good quality of 
printers' paper, or a light-weight writing-
paper, they will be able to save money on the 
first cost of the paper and can say a great deal 
for three cents. We have not had a single 
letter yet that we could not make out the 
address, and have no reason to complain of 
anything; but these suggestions are intended 
to secure greater accuracy. 



The Chinese—Their Degradation. 

BY BISHOP N. CASTLE. 

Many of the social customs of China are 
being introduced into the social life of the 
Chinese on the coast. Some of these are very 
harmless, and may be regarded much in the 
light of our holiday festivities, while others 
are cruelly vicious and most deeply and darkly 
corrupting in tendency. 

POLYGAMY. 

As among many other heathen nations, so 
among the Chinese, polygamy spreads its 
blighting curse over the family relation. Some 
of the celestial benedicts of San Francisco, 
like their more enlightened brethren in Utah 
Territory, want to divide their affections with 
some one possessed of a more girlish-looking 
form than wife No. 1. Sometimes the excuse 
is to thereby get a good young servant-girl to 
take care of the first wife, whose health has 
become very delicate! Mrs. I. M. Condit, 
who is laboring among the Chinese in the em­
ploy of the Presbyterian Board of Missions, 
met with one of these cases of marital infelici­
ty, and learned that the cause of the trouble 
was as follows: The mother of the wife be­
ing old and strong in her heathenism, said to 
her daughter, "You do wrong to worship Je­
sus. Go back to the gods of your fathers and 
you will not be sick." The daughter consent­
ed, and set up the ancestral gods in her house. 
In her purturbation of conscience she resorted 
to the opium-pipe, disgusted her husband 
thereby, and so he took the young wife. 

Wives and children are bought and sold, in 
some sort, in imitation of the Indians. One 
instance of this kind occurred in which a 
wife was bought for sixty-five dollars, and a 
son was sold for one hundred and five dollars. 

CELESTIAL FEET. 

The practice of binding the feet of the girls, 
especially in families regarding themselves in 
some measure genteel, is a very cruel practice. 
When this practice originated is not fully 
agreed upon by authors. Some hold it to 
have originated in the Shang dynasty during 
the reign of the Empress Tak Ki. Others 
place its origin about one thousand years ago, 
and in the Tang dynasty. This is not material. 
The practice is here, and with this we have to 
deal. When one of the daughters was going 
through with this operation of the thongs, 
the mother was asked why she resorted to 
such a cruel custom, and was answered, "Small 
feet make my daughter get a good husband." 
The lady missionary replied, "You have good 
husband, and your feet are not small." "Yes,'' 
she replied, very ingenuously, "but Chinaman 
all same American man, sometimes makes 
mistakes when he marry. My husband make 
mistake." 

In mode of dress there is little if any dif­
ference between the adult and the wee one of 
only a few weeks of florid, pulpy life. Most 
all wear a number of layers of wadded gar­
ments about the person. 

HEATHEN SCHOOLS. 

The Chinese have schools of their own, but 
they are heathen schools. In ill-ventilated 
and smoky rooms, where "too muchee 
smokee opium" renders the place almost un­
bearable to a white person, often near to and 
conjoining a heathen temple, may be found 
the tutor—if you can call a semi-unconscious 
biped a tutor—of a number of bright-faced, 
smiling children. 

CAN THESE HEATHENS BE REACHED? 

We answer yes. They are being reached, 
and by hundreds. The work of lifting up 
and saving these degraded creatures is being 
undertaken by nearly all denominations. The 
Presbyterians, the first to begin the work un­
der the labors of Rev. Dr. Speer, in 1852, 
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multiplied, but I forbear. The following sum­
mary of nearly two years ago will give some 
of the fruits of missionary work in this 
country : 

TOTAL AVERAGE ATTENDANCE AT EVENING. 

School 835 
Total roll-call 2,750 
In Sunday-schools, (average) 1,100 
Roll-call of Sunday-schools 3,300 
Chinese baptized in the United States 400 
Members of C. Y. M. C 5,000 

The above table includes all denominations. 
I now present a summary of what the Presby­
terians have done : 

PRESENT MEMBERSHIP. 

San Francisco Mission 80 
Oakland Mission 51 
San Jose 20 
Sacramento 30 
Los Angeles 16 
Santa Barbara 6 
Marysville 1 

Total 204 

The Chinese themselves are beginning to 
contribute quite liberally to the support of 
these schools. Dr. S. W. Williams, in an ar­
ticle on "The Chinese in this Country," states 
that $12,000 were contributed by the Chinese 
on this coast to aid the sufferers in the South 
during the raging of the yellow fever. 

Most of the day or evening schools are 
held in the churches, and the attendance is 
limited, it is said, only by the want of more 
teachers. 

As to whether the Chinese Can be reached, 
and whether anything is being done to iufluence 
them to the right may, in a measure, will be 
seen from the following statistics, which show 
how extensively they patronize the benevolent 
and reformatory institutions of the city of 
San Francisco: 

HEALTH-OFFICERS ' REPORT. 

Number of deaths in city and county 4,977 
Chinese 496 

CHIEF OF POLICE'S REPORT. 

Number of arrests for drunkenness 6,127 
Chinese 0 

built a fine mission-house in San Francisco. 
He was succeeded by Dr. Loomis, who is still 
in charge. He has, or had, a Chinese church 
of eighty members, and an evening school of 
one hundred pupils, and a branch at San Jose 
of twenty-five, and at Santa Rosa of twenty 
pupils. Dr. Condit, who speaks the Chinese 
language, and was once a missionary in Can­
ton, China, is now in Oakland preaching every 
Sabbath to the Chinese in their own tongue. 
He also has been having an afternoon service 
at a jute-mill, where some eight hundred 
Chinese were employed. He also has a Sab­
bath-school every Sabbath evening with an 
attendance of about eighty scholars. Also, in 
this same city, the Congregationalists, Meth­
odist, and Baptist churches have schools. 
There were, at last account, about one hun­
dred baptized Christian Chinese in Oakland. 
The same is true in San Francisco. The prin­
cipal churches have Sabbath-schools, as also 
in connection with the Chinese mission. The 
Methodist Episcopal Church has a mission-
school of eighty pupils. They also have a 
reformatory home for Chinese women. The 
same kind of a school has been opened in 
Oakland. 

The school in Sacramento City, at last ac­
count, numbered thirty pupils. This is under 
the care of the Presbyterian Church, and does 
not include the work in other churches of the 
city. They also have thirty-one baptized 
Chinese in church-fellowship. 

The American Missionary Association have 
several teachers and evening schools in differ­
ent places. They have two in San Francisco, 
and one in each of the following places: 
Stockton, Oakland, Petaluma, Santa Barbara, 
and Marysville. They have in all ninety-eight 
baptized members. 

The Baptist Church has a school, with 
seventy in attendance. The Episcopal Church 
has a native Chinese preacher and a small 
chapel and school. 

These instances of organized effort could be 
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CITY A N D COUNTY H O S P I T A L R E P O R T . 

Number of inmates 3,007 
Chinese 6 

A L M S - H O U S E R E P O R T . 

Number of inmates 472 
Chinese 1 

These figures speak for themselves, and 
need no comment on them. If any informa­
tion be desired relative to the expense of run­
ning a school among them, I can only or 
mainly say that this differs very greatly ac­
cording to existing facilities. The Method­
ist Episcopal Church has a mission-house in 
San Francisco, 56 by 70 feet, three stories high 
above the basement, containing four school­
rooms, an asylum department for women and 
girls, parsonage for superintendent, and rooms 
for assistant missionary and teachers. Total 
cost of building and furnishing, $31,000. 
Teachers receive in this evening school about 
$25 per month, and the school itself paid, in 
1877, $400 for the year. 

A school for Chinese boys in San Francisco, 
under the care of the Woman's Occidental 
Society, costs, for room, $20, for teachers, $40 
per month, with some other additional ex­
penses. 

It will be much more expensive for our 
church to enter this work than for those al­
ready there and surrounded with every facility 
that a well-organized church gives. But I 
think the day is near when we must enter this 
inviting field. I think a room can be obtained 
in San Francisco, or Portland, and the work 
commenced soon. A suitable teacher will be 
the important thing in the founding of this 
school. Female teachers succeed better than 
males, but are liable in some places to the 
greater embarrassment by reason of their sex. 
This, however, depends very greatly on the 
location of the school and its immediate sur­
roundings. 

Instances of personal efforts by individual 
missionary, and what they see and hear, to­
gether with the encouraging outlook might 

be of interest to some; but as I have already 
far exceeded my limit, and for want of time 
have written more elaborately that I intended, 
I submit this to a wiser judgment than my 
own as to the disposition to make of it. 

Philomath, Oregon. 

BY SADIK J . STAVES. 

For more than one hundred years there 
seemed to be no special work for the women of 
the United Brethren Church. True, they had 
no restriction laid upon them as in some sister 
denominations. They took delight in prayer 
and social meetings, and even one here and 
there had the moral courage—almost uninvit­
ed by the church—to stem the tide of public 
opinion and stand forth as an embassador for 
Christ, in obedience to the still small voice 
constantly whispering, "Preach my gospel," 
and engaged in this high and holy calling, 
and have been successful in winning many 
souls for Christ. However, until within the 
last six years no special avenue was opened 
for the women of our church. Cod in his 
goodness put it in the hearts of a few zealous 
Christian women to imitate the worthy exam­
ple of our sisters in other churches, thereby 
helping to carry out the divine commandment, 
"Go ye into all the world and preach my gos­
pel to every creature." In obedience to this 
strict injunction, every available effort was 
made to place a missionary in benighted Afri­
ca. In order to systematize the work, the 
"Woman's Missionary Association" was cre­
ated; and truly its friends can only look upon 
it as a child of Providence. At first it was 
an insignificant, weakly little child. But, 
thank God, it was carefully nurtured and held 
in the lap of the church, and fed, not with 
milk as other children, but with money, until 
all doubts of its living are dispelled; and what 
at first seemed so small has now grown into a 
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thing of strength and permanency, and we feel 
proud of our effort. I am aware—at least I 
have heard—that a few of our ministers are 
opposed to our association, thinking it will di­
minish the general funds of our foreign 
missions. But D. K. Flickinger, the secretary, 
says the receipts were never so large in the 
same length of time as since the organization 
of the "Woman's Missionary Association. Then 
there are others who always oppose every­
thing that would tend to take one dollar away 
from their respective fields of labor, unless it 
flows through the channel they propose it 
shall. But all the ministers of my acquaint­
ance, all the great men and all the good men 
of our church, are on our side; and were it 
not so, we know the God of Israel is for us, 
and who can be against us? But, sisters, 
whether by favor or by criticism, through 
prosperity or adversity, all the same this ave­
nue has been opened for us. Now, what are 
you going to do about it? This is a plain 
question squarely put, and needs a decided 
answer. 

To those who were always willing to work, 
but seemed hedged about, let me say here is a 
field for you, all white for the harvest. Shall 
it lack gleaners? Oh, we entreat you, come 

with us and engage in this pleasant work! If 
you do not, there are but three excuses for you; 
namely, the lack of time, means, and inclina­
tion. Surely it is not the first. None can possi­
bly be so busy that they can not spend one hour 
every three mouths helping to transact business 
for eternity through the agency of our local 
missionary society. You would not tell me it is 
for want of time when so many precious mo­
ments are passed in useless labor for the bread 
that perisheth, when starving souls are crying 
daily for the bread of life, begging us to send 
them the "God-word," that they may become 
enlightened and civilized as we! Will you 

heed the Macedonian cry? 

The next plea is lack of means. Oh, it can 
not be possible! What? Not able to give 

twenty-five cents every three months? Stop 
one moment and consider. Are we not indulg­
ing our tastes for dress more and more every 
year we live? Women have been considered 
foolish slaves to fashion, feathers, and flowers. 
Can we not arise in the dignity of true wom­
anhood, and as sensible Christian women 
show to the world and our brethren that we 
are not altogether the silly devotees of fashion 
we are supposed to be? Let them see that 
this with us is no child's-play. Then, too, 
there are various ways in which we might 
curtail our household expenses, unneccessary 
to mention here, but known well to every fru­
gal housewife. At least I will venture the 
assertion that there is not in all the land a 
woman so poor that she can not raise one dol­
lar a year, and that, too, by denying herself 
extravagancies more hurtful than otherwise. 

But the main stumbling-block in the way of 
our advancement is not for the want of time 
or money, but a lack of inclination; and to 
such I would say, God pity you. Oh, if you 
could have been where I was within the past 
month, attending the annual meeting and list­
ening to the letters from Sister Mair, detailing 
her joys and sorrows, her hopes and disap­
pointments, her peace and perplexities, urging 
us to accompany our money with our prayers, 
surely you would have had your zeal for the 
work increased. But I am pleased to tell 
you of a place to go for knowledge, strength, 
zeal, and power—in short, for all the quali­
fications of a good worker,— a place of 
more easy access and nearer than the annual 
meeting, and that is a throne of grace. Oh, 
for a missionary spirit—afresh baptism of the 
Holy Ghost! Works without faith amount to 
naught. Even so faith without works is dead. 
Combine both and you have a beautiful Chris­
tian character. We may weep and pray, la­
ment and mourn over the deplorable condi­
tion of the human race, and sit down on the 
stool of do-nothing, and what will our prayers 
avail? If all this world were converted into 


