
' S ing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith 
the Lord."—Zech 2 : 10. 
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Liberal Offer. 

W e now offer the WOMAN'S EVANGEL at sixty 
cents a copy when ten or more are sent to one 
post-office and distributed by one person, and 
a copy free to the perron getting up the club. 
If twenty copies are taken, two copies will be 
given free—one for every ten subscriptions 
sent with the cash. Those who subscribe now 
can have the December number free. Do not 
delay the matter, but go to work at once and 
see what can be done. We want the EVANGEL 
in every home. You can give the extra num­
ber to some poor sister who can not afford it. 

The Evangel. 

W e have come to the close of the first vol­
ume, with 2,034 subscribers. We began the 
year with the hope that it would be a success 
in every way. Surely the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit has been sought, and no pains 
spared to make it what it ought to be. There 
is a satisfaction in knowing that it is, in a 
measure at least, answering its purpose in 
awakening an interest among our sisters for 
the cause of Christ and humanity. W e were 
somewhat frightened at the beginning by the 
assurance of some friends that it would not 
pay at first. W e are glad to say that it has 
paid expenses thus far, and we hope that the 
friends will soon make it pay more. Would 
it not be a grand thing if the coming year 
the income from the paper would pay the 
running expenses of the society, and then all 
the missionary money would go directly to 
missionary work. This can be done, and 
every one who subscribes will get full value 
for the money. I t will cost but a little more 
to print 4,000 than 2,000. Shall we not have 
4,000 the coming year? If each subscriber gets 
one new one it can be done. Some of you can 
send to friends who are notable or not interest­
ed, and in that way do direct missionary work. 
W e would like to be very busy this month 
with renewals and new subscribers. 
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Our Christmas=Offering. 

In our Sabbath-school lessons as we have 
been passing through the trials and sufferings 
of our Savior, and in a small measure have 
realized what they were, and have seen with 
what patience and meekness He bore the cruel 
mocking, we have exclaimed, Surely H e was 
a "man of sorrows and acquainted with grief!" 
Then remembering that they were our griefs, 
our sorrows, that our transgressions wounded 
Him, that " H e was bruised for our iniquity," 
and that "we are healed" only "wi th His 
stripes," what shall we render unto Him for 
this great sacrifice, for this gift of Himself? Is 
it not fitting that at this time, which we cele­
brate as the birthday of our glorious Savior, 
we make Him who is our best friend some 
offering? I t should be a time of happiness 
and rejoicing, and it is a beautiful custom we 
follow in remembering our friends by gifts. 
Some of our homes have been broken; our 
loved ones have gone to the many mansions, 
and we can not now give to them those things 
our love prompted; but do you not think that 
since they have beheld the glory of the Son 
they will be pleased if, because of our love to 
them, we give that which may save a soul for 
whom our Savior died? Will they not share 
in the joy of a soul returning through our ef­
forts? Last Christmas as we were having our 
Sabbath-school offering for missions a letter 
was received from a sister in the far West, in­
closing five dollars as a Christmas-gift to those 
who knew nothing of a Savior's love. She 
was poor. She might have used it without 
censure, for herself, son, and mother-in-law; 
but they had greater joy in denying them­
selves. And who doubts but that to God it was 
as the savor of a sweet-smelling sacrifice. 
By doing any kindness to the least of his lit­
tle ones, we do it to Him. To everyone of our 
readers we wish a merry, joyous Christmas-
day. The angel of the Lord said that first 
day, "Behold I bring you good tidings of great 

joy, which shall be to all people." W h a t can 
we do this day that the tidings may reach all 
people? 

Chinese School. 

W e are happy to inform our readers that we 
have something definite to report with regard 
to the establishment of a school on the Pacific 
coast. A brisk correspondence has been car­
ried on for a number of months, and we now 
have an opportunity of taking a school already 
started, partly self-supporting, in Portland, 
Oregon. A Chinaman, whom we believe to be 
a Christian, has become much interested in his 
countrymen, and has been carrying on a night-
school for several years, and is anxious for 
some church to take hold of it and work it up 
better than he can. Bishop Castle writes that 
it is a most excellent opening, and thinks we 
should begin at once. They sing gospel songs, 
repeat the Lord's Prayer, and can read some. 
There is an attendance of 20 to 30, and it is 
thought that it can easily be increased to 40 
or 50. This project has been long talked of, 
and the trustees have sought to do the will of 
the Board in making a beginning, but have 
not until the last two months had anything 
tangible. When we were about to despair of 
accomplishing anything, this grand opening 
was presented, and we were led to exclaim, 
"Surely the Lord is leading us!" After much 
thought and prayer we appointed Mrs. Ellen 
Sickafoose, of Buchanan, Michigan, to take 
charge of the mission, and arrangements will 
be made as soon as possible for her to go to 
that work. Sister Sickafoose is known to many 
of the members as a consecrated,intelligent, act­
ive Christian; and we feel sure that this ap­
pointment will meet the approval of all. Some 
money has been paid for this purpose, and 
others have pledged a definite amount; and we 
hope there are others who are now wait­
ing to send money for this school. Here 
is a grand opportunity of reaching a heathen 
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people, with all the helps of our government 
and religious institutions, with a small outlay 
of money. At the last Board-meeting at Leb­
anon an estimate of the money needed this 
year was made, including this work. We be­
lieve most of the branches were willing to ac­
cept their apportionment, and are working to 
meet it. Some are succeeding grandly. But 
how encouraging it would be if some of our 
friends should send to the treasurer, Mrs. D. 
L. Rike, in the next twenty days, money es­
pecially for this work! If the Lord has given 
you largely of this world's goods, send a gen­
erous donation. Can we not have some $10, 
some $50, some $100? Send what you can, if 
but one dollar. 

Missionaries Returned. 

Rev. J. Gomer and wife have left us for 
their third term of mission-work in Africa. 
They have done twelve years, faithful, success­
ful work under the general Board, and now 
go back, they think, to never return. We 
have learned very much about the work of a 
missionary, and have had a better insight of 
that country from hearing Bro. Gomer talk 
than from any one else. He has done very 
much toward enlisting the people to work for 
Africa, and we are sure he can feel that even 
in his vacation and rest-time he has been used 
by the Master for his glory. We are sorry 
that Sister Gomer did not enjoy better health 
while here, but hope she may be able to do 
many years' work for God. Our best wishes 
and hearty prayers that God may continue to 
bless them, will follow them. 

Have you trouble to keep up your local so­
ciety? Here is the remedy. " T h e EVANGEL is 
doing a good work here at V , where it 
was impossible to keep enough interest to 
maintain a society. We now have a live so­
ciety of twenty members and eleven EVANGELS 

taken, and the Sunday-school organized into 
a children's band, which gives good month­
ly collections for missions," writes one our 
faithful ones. 

Photographs of our Missionaries. 

We have most excellent photographs of our 
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. West, which we 
will be glad to mail to those who wish them at 
the following prices: Two cabinets, one of 
each, for 75 c e n t s ; two card-size for 35 cents. 

Do not fail to look and see when your sub­
scription expires. We hope to have fresh 
news from Mr. and Mrs. West for the Janu­
ary number. 

Just after the name on the wrapper on your 
paper you will see the date when your sub­
scription expires. Please renew immediately 
if this is your last paper, and save time and 
money in changing the mailing-list. 

People want to know before they can become 
interested. When our ladies and children 
know what we are doing and just where the 
money goes, they will soon want to help in the 
good work of sowing the gospel seed. They 
can know by reading the EVANGEL. 

Let every woman throw her whole influence 
in favor of paying off the debt of the general 
Board. By each one helping a little, the mis­
sionary society may be lifted over this breaker. 
Let us all lift, and NOW. It can be done this 
year, and all feel happier on New-year's day. 

In a previous paper we made mention of a 
pamphlet we had for sale. The title is " A 
Grain of Mustard-Seed." It is very interest­
ing, spicy reading matter. Invest in a few 
and give to those who are not interested in our 
work, and it may he the means of awakening 
them. It will fully pay any one who invests. 
They will be sent promptly on receipt of price 
—10 cents a piece, 12 for $1.00, or 25 for $2.00. 
Address the corresponding secretary. 
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The Silent Life. 

We lead two lives, the outward seeming fair, 
And full of smiles that on the surface lie ; 

The other spent in many a silent prayer, 
With thoughts and feelings hidden from the eye. 

The weary, weary hours of mental pain, 
Unspoken yearnings for the dear ones gone, 

The wishes, half-defined, yet crushed again, 
Make up the silent life we lead alone. 

And happy visions we may never show, 
Gild all this silent life with sweet romance ; 

That fade like sunset's clouds, we know, 
Yet life seems brighter for each stolen glance. 

This silent life, we little reck its power 
To strengthen us for either good or ill; 

Whether we train our thoughts like birds to soar, 
Or let them wander whereso'er they will. 

This silent life not those we leave may share, 
Though day by day we strive to draw them close ; 

Our secret chamber—none may enter there, 
Save that one Eye that never seeks repose. 

And if beneath that Eye we do not quail, 
Though all the earth may turn from us aside, 

We own a secret power that shall prevail 
When every motive of our life is tried. 

—Selected. 

BY C. I. B. BRANE. 

I t is certainly too late in the day to stop to 
inquire whether women can be of any service 
as a worker in the church of Christ. That 
question was settled in her favor long ago. 
Past centuries bear witness to woman's high 
appreciation of the gospel of Jesus ; and each 
succeeding generation finds her more earnestly 
and efficiently engaged in promoting its uni­
versal publication. Woman may congratulate 
herself upon the fact that, as the history of 
the church will show, whenever she found an 

open door of usefulness in the kingdom of 
Christ she has gone in as a laborer. Of course 
I do not mean to say that every woman, nor 
yet every Christian woman, fully and rightly 
appreciates her opportunities to help the gos­
pel and save souls, but that women, as a class, 
have manifested a very substantial interest in 
Christian work. The close attention she gives 
to the teachings of the gospel shows the in­
terest she feels in i t ; and her practical con­
formity to its doctrines exemplifies her faith 
in the fact that it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth. Mary's 
attitude at the feet of Jesus, as she sat drink­
ing in the precious words he uttered concern­
ing the good part which she was sufficiently 
wise to choose, and which, the Master said, 
should not be taken away from her, is truly 
expressive of the deep religious sentiment 
which pervades the hearts of many Christian 
women to-day. As a class, women are more 
punctual in their attendance upon the services 
and sacraments of the Lord's house than men. 
Notwithstanding a thousand domestic cares and 
responsibilities that cause the head and heart 
to ache, and respecting which the husband is 
generally in blissful ignorance, the wife is 
prompt and punctual in her attendance at 
church,—and usually finds additional time and 
disposition to perform some work for the cause 
of her blessed Savior. Having tasted of the 
good word of God herself, she is anxious for 
everybody else to hear it. Her disposition and 
purpose is to publish it in accordance with the 
Lord's injunction—everywhere. As a result 
of this prevailing purpose on the part of pious 
women, in which the spirit of Christ is truly 
set forth, almost every denomination has its 
woman's missionary society, which is support­
ed by local organizations throughout the 
Church, and through which instrumentality 
sufficient money is earned and collected to 
conduct large and important missionary enter­
prises. Woman's helpful service was recently 
recognized by the Baptist ministers of Chicago 

A Plea For Women. 
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when, at their regular meeting, the so-called 
paper of the day was on "Woman—Our Hope 
and Dependence in the Present Religious 
Emergency." That paper set forth her inter­
est in the spread of the gospel, her love for it, 
her willingness to contribute, and her ability 
to manage. But Christ recognized woman's 
substantial help in these things, and clergy­
men can hardly afford to do otherwise. As 
He sat in the temple one day, watching the 
people casting money into the treasury. He 
saw a poor widow cast in two mites, which 
was all she had upon which to depend for a 
living, and His appreciation of her contribu­
tion was to the effect that she gave more than 
any of the others. 

I t may increase our happiness, and our lib­
erality too, to remember that the Master's eyes 
are still upon the contribution-box; and as 
gleaners in this great field of usefulness, anx­
ious to gather sheaves for the garners on high, 
it may increase our zeal and efficiency to re­
flect that he still stands ready to reward those 
who render the least service to him or his 
cause. " T h e y that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as the stars for­
ever and ever." W h a t a grand opportunity! 
W h a t a glorious reward! Women, as well as 
men, may participate in the great work and 
share equally in the reward up there. 

Washington, D. C. 

A Trip to the Cockborough. 

BY M. B. BRIDGEMAN. 

The house in which we lodged over night at 
Boylill had one main room, in which was a 
small fire-place and chimney,aud in which hung 
strange smoked medicines and charms that 
answered as guards to the former occupants of 
the house, and perhaps still answered as safe­
guards to the house. I slept in a room and 
on a narrow bed of hay that seemed likely to 

have centipedes and other hurtful creatures 
about i t ; but I trusted in God and knew that 
He could save me from the bite of the scor­
pion. Before retiring to bed, we held service 
with the people. They were amused and as­
tonished to see u s ; and when they heard Mrs. 
Gomer and I sing, they said "we cried f-i-n-e." 

Some of the people, especially the women, 
feared me and would run from my presence 
until they saw that I would not do them any 
hurt, and were pleased to hear God's word 
preached. 

October 25th. In the morning I did not 
feel so well when I awoke. My sleep was dis­
turbed during the night with a hard rain and 
leaky roof, through which I could see the stars 
on going to bed. I t was a little late when I got 
up, and went out to wash my face and prepare 
for breakfast. The natives had gathered in 
numbers about the house to see the "noma 
dinta" or white woman. W e remained in 
the town until 1 o'clock P. M., talking to the 
people, and then returned to Gendoma. W e 
made two calls at Mocobo, and were kindly 
received by the head-woman and the people. 
She also promised to meet us at Gendoma to 
attend the services, which we held the same 
evening of our return to Gendoma. A num­
ber of the chiefs and their people were pres­
ent to hear us. Chief George Caulker inter­
preted the discourse and exhortation. After 
services our company got aboard the boat and 
we set out on our journey homeward. Soon 
we heard distant thunder and saw the glaring 
lightning-flash, and soon a heavy tornado came 
upon us in blackness and tempest, near nine 
o'clock at night. The men rowed and rowed, 
and the rain fell in torrents; and as our awn­
ing was new and not painted, the rain came 
down upon us all. In this condition, and 
without any suitable wind for sailing, we 
traveled until near break of day. I sat up 
and protected myself with an umbrella until 
I was so weary that I laid down in all the rain 
and slept, and so did all the company except 
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the sailors. Finally a favorable breeze sprung 
up and the men put up sail, and then all 
the sailors laid down to rest except the captain. 
Sunrise found us in Youry Bay, and near 
Shengay home, which we reached about 7:00 A. 
M. Thank God for those earthly havens of rest. 

I so often hear the complaint, " I can not 
get the money to pay for missionary purposes," 
that I thought I would relate a bit of my ex­
perience. Several years ago I was asked to 
join the missionary society, but I declined with 
the same excuse. Although I loved the cause, 
I thought I was too poor to pay, as I had no 
chance to earn anything, always being bur­
dened with family cares; but receiving a 
greater baptism of love, I resolved to join the 
society. I had no sooner joined than a way 
was suggested by which I could make my own 
money. I set apart the best hen I had for 
that purpose; and while I had the proceeds of 
that hen I never lacked for missionary money. 
But the time came when I had to part with my 
hen. As soon as I got a start again I chose 
another fine hen for the same purpose; but 
last spring I was obliged to sell again. I re­
marked to the gentleman that bought her that 
I must have the money for her, as that was my 
missionary hen. He gave me the money and 
took the hen to his wife, saying, " T h a t hen 
was a missionary hen." She was lying sick at 
the time. She told me that she felt a strange 
fluttering at her heart, and she said within 
herself. " N o w I know how I will get missionary 
money. That hen shall go on in her mission." 
I gave a very pretty little one to a younger 
sister, with the charge to save all she could and 
give it to the missionaries. She was very much 
pleased and wanted to pay me for it, but I 
told her no. I could not raise any this sum­
mer, and I felt I was giving it to the Lord. 
Now, sisters, would not that be a good way to 
do if you hear that excuse from some poor but 

worthy sister? Pu t something into their 
hands by which they can earn their own money. 
There are many ways of self-denial too. When I 
see so many ruffles and artificials it makes my 
heart ache. I feel that I do not want a ruffle 
on my skirts while so many are perishing. 

A MINISTER'S W I F E . 

We quote a few words from a business letter 
from Mrs. Mair, just received. Praise the 
Lord for the awakening. 

" W h a t a time of learning to read has come 
over the young people in this town during the 
past six weeks. . I t began with my boatman, 
who had given his heart to Jesus about three 
months ago; and directly he wanted a book to 
begin to read, and had his sister, who attends 
our school, as his teacher. His example has 
been catching, for so many have asked for 
books that Mr. Smart, our interpreter, who 
lives here, and others who can read, have open­
ed a night-school, and are busy teaching the 
young men how to read. The women, too, 
are applying for books to learn. Mary, Pa 
Sourie's wife, is one. She comes to Sabbath-
school to learn, and has a book to study on 
week-days. She, too, seems to have given her 
heart to Jesus, and helps me with meetings 
with the women, which we have had for two 
or three mouths after the morning service is 
over on Sabbath. Several times we have 
had as many as eight and nine of the heathen 
women wait for the woman's meetings, and as 
many of the Sierra Leone women, some of 
whom help me speak to them in the Temne; 
and Mary prays in that language, and " t u r n s 
work " f o r those of us who can not speak the 
Temne. When we go down town, now, we 
can hear the native children and others sing­
ing hymns, such as " J e s u s loves me, this I 
know, for the Bible tells me so." Our woman's 

Words of Victory. 

One Way of Getting Money. 


