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The first quarterly mecting of local societies
is held in July., If you have not been system-
atie about the business, now is a good time to
begin. Each solicitor should have o small
hlank book in which to keep a record of the
names of the persons she wvisits, and the
amount of money each pays. Give at each
meeting the number of visits made, amount
of money collested, and number of new mem-
bers. The aszociation furnishes blunk postal-
eards for the secretaries to report to the
branch secretary. Those who are not sup-
plied ean have them by giving her name and
address to the eorresponding secretary. Lo-
cul tremsurers report every six months to
their branch treasurer. =

meeting containing words like these, * Wa
organized four new local societies in the lost
few weeks,” “Please send some June EvaxcELs
tor distribation; T expect to organize new loeal

socioties soon;™ and another writes, * We

s lexpect to hold a meeting of the executive

committee to-morrow to make arrangements
for aggressive work this year.” Now is the
time to make soch arrangements. Use the
snumer snd fall months, when the roads are
good, to reach every congregution and pre-
sent our work. In many conferences there
has been but & beginning made in the ‘work
of organizing. There is not a congregation
in the Church that would net be the Ibettér for
a giving, praying band of women, They will
do the home-work better; be better Christians
and home-keepers. The work of organizing
will not be done until every church has n
woman’s missionary society. If there is an
organization there must be an organizer, It
will not go of itself. There must be éne or
more earnest, active, consecrated women to
plan, manage, sud go out, or the work will
not be done. The sooner you start out the
ensier it will be, Any one who has the work
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at heart may organize, but it is the special
duty of branch officers to do this work. Do
not wait for & more couvenient time, for it
may never come, and you may miss a grand
opportunity to serve the Master, The evil
one, the wily one, will suggest & hundred dif-
ficulties if' you listen. Perhape the first will
be, * Some one else—Sister A. and B.—have
fewer cares and more talents,” or * Wait till
after harvest,” and then when that time
comes, “ Wait till the froit'is put away,” and
then, “ It is too cold,” and 80 on, until the year
is gone. With a few leaflets and constitu-
tions, any one who is a reader of the Evawaeu
may be snccessful in organizing a society.
Try it, you who have never done it;and you
who have been working, keep on in the good
work until we have all the women and chil-
dren interested. The Lord is so wondertully
opening up the way before us for missionary
work that we must be awake and active at
home or fail to enter the fisld.

“Peter Lombard, Thomas Aquinas, and
other great Catholie doctors quote Augustine
as authority for their views, exactly as they
quote the Bible, Luther and Calvin, rejecting
all other authority in the Roman church, con-
tinued to follow Augustine s their guida in
theology; and their leading doctrines are
identical with his. His soul of flame aud
keen intellect have ruled the minds of men
with an intelleetual despotizm never equaled
in this world. We askk whether the sons of
Africa can ever be elevated to our level; and
behold! an African intellect is the ruler, al-
most to our own time, of christendom !

———nll

The Chauntanqua Missionary Institute, one
of the many attractions of that summer uni-
versity, will open August 4th. This immedi-
ately precedes the assembly; and all who
intend going to Chantanqua shounld be there
in time for this meeting. BSpecial prominence
will be given to woman’s missionary work.

Officers for the Year.

The old Board met, according to appoint-
ment, the first Thoreday in June, at the resi-
dence of Mrs. Rike.

Mrs. George Funkhouser deposited the bal-
lots of the association for trustees for the
ensuing year. The following ladies were
electad

Mrs. Haywood, Mrs, Billheimer, Mrs, Keis-
ter, Mrs. Hike, Mra. Miller, Mrs. Shuey, Mrs.
Kdwards, Mrs. DeLong, Mrs. Marot.

An adjourned meeting was held at Mrs, W,
J. Bhuey's, and the following Board-officers
were elected :

President, Mre. Haywood ; vice-presidents,
Mrs. DeLong, Mrs. Billheimer, Mrs. Miller;
corresponding secretary, Mrs. L. K. Keister
treasnrer, Mra. Hike; recording secretary,
Mrs. Benj. Marot; publishing committee,
Mrs. Keister, Mrs. Marot, Mrs. Miller.

Mra. Keister was continued editor and
and traveling agent.

Mzs. Bexg. Magor, Ree. Sec,

Everybody ﬁhau];i examine the chart on
page 11%—not s0 much to see the grand re-
sulte, but to see how deficient it is. We want
to work foward perfection. It iz desirable
that at the end of every year, we may
know where we stand, what our numbers are.
We ean do this if every local secretary reports

to the hranch secretary, and every branch see-
retary keeps these reports and eends the ng-
gregate next April, to the {:arreseundmg
secretary. Let ns all try again—begin now.
Some report promptly, and atter writing sev-
eral times to others, we could get nothing.
We feel badly that some are so poorly report
ed ; but can not help it. Can we have a full
chart pext year?

Back numbers of the Evaseen for canvass-
ing and distribution can be had free for the
asking. The June number is especially full
of interesting matter, and we have quite &
number yet on hand. Send the editor the
name of some one you wish to have a ¢opy-
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MRE. 8. HATWOOD.

It is eminently proper that the first duty we
perform at this our annual gathering should
be to give thanks to God for the suceess of the
year now closing. This we have already en-
deavored to do in our prayer-service. But let ue
for a few moments recount the mercies of our
heavenly Father; and may oar hearts be so
gtirred as to canse thut all onr exercises—our
prayers, our songs, even our business—ehall be
one glad anthem of praise to God.

When we held onr annual meeting one
year ago there were several questions which
cansed us anxiety., He-enforcements wore
needed in Afriea, and we koew not where to
find the needed help. Whom shall we send ¥
and, Who will go for us? were uppermiost in
our thoughts. A number of applicants had
been before us; but [Providence seemed to
ecast obstacles in the way. In a few weeks,
however, the proper persons seemed to present
themselves, and in such a way that we felt
very certain of providence in this case. We
have been permitted to send out two whose
“call” did not come from us, but who had
consecrated their lives to this mission-work
long ago, and who were preparing them-
selves, trusting in God to prepare a place for
them. They left us feeling it a joy to be per-
mitted to go, and they landed in Africa still
praising God for the same blessing. The fact
that our brother had considerable medical
knowledge will, we think, make his services
especially valuable to us. God has kindly re-
stored out beloved missionary, Mrs. M. M.
Mair, to health—sufficient at least to enable her
to make the journey to this country; and she
is with us to-day, Let us praise His name for
this, and pray that she may yet be permitied
to spend many years in his servics.

The success of our Evaxary is now assured.
Expenses were more than met the first year.
The paper has deserved the praize which it
has received, and it has come to be a necessity.
| We have canse for gratitude in the fact that
the editor, who is also the correspending sec-
retary, has been granted such a measure of
health that her work has been coustant and
untiring. Desides attending to her especial
dutiea, she has traveled a good deal in the
interests of the association.

Death hasz not removed any of the officers
this year.

The long-wieghed-for opening for a work or
school among the Chinese on the DPacific
coast has come to us, and a member of ony
Board of Trostees is under appointment to go
there. These matters will all come more fully
hefore you in the reports of the secretaries;
but I wish to add that most of all we have
reason to bless God that we enjoy the rich
blessings of the gospel, and are permitted,
ven, required to bear a ghare, be onr work ever
a0 small and comparatively ingignificant, in its
diffusion,

Within a few years woman has taken an ad-
vanced position in all departments of Chris-
tian work; and the influence of this advance
is felt everywhere. The great fact that gave
a new impulse to woman's work for women
wag, that men have almost no aceess to women
in heathen conntries, but to women the doeor
has been opened. Christianity is breaking
down the burriers which Mohammedanism and
paganism  had ereeted, keeping women in
worse than Egyptian bondage. Truly is the
prophecy being fulfilled, “ Your sons and your
danghters shall prophesy.” Christian women
have by these means had their heartz filled
with gratitude, but also with humility and a
ganse of responsibility that has given rise to
the varions women's missionary societies. The
gifts to the treasury of the Lord have thus
been vastly increased, and greater zeal is man-
ifest also in Christian work at home. The
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influence of all this on woman herself has
becen most happy. Bhe hag grown rapidly,
intelleetually, and religiously, and is just as
good a wife and mother to-daysss before a
woman's missionary society existed. Yea, I
verily believe she is far better qualified to train
up her children for the Lord, and to minister
to all the wants of her own loved ones, be-

causa hor love for Jesus has led her into this|

missionary work., There iz no antagonism be-
tween work abroad and work at home,

We as a church were slow to learn that free-
will offerings to the Lord are worship. We
are almost the youngest—perhaps the youngest
of the sisterly societies, Butare we not thank-
ful that it i our privilege to engage in it? Is
there one of you, my sisters, who wishes to
lay sside your obligation and again fold your
arms and feel that you will rest? Rather let
us express our gratitude to God by a renewed
comsecration of our lives to his serviee,

¥ou who compoze the Board of Managers
mus! for the time being at least consider your-
selver representative women. Upon you rests
to a great extent the responsibility of all the
work that will be aceomplished in the year to
come by all the women in the Church,
Would that T could say something that wonld
canse you to feel this responsibility as you
have never felt it before. One thing which
we all need very mueh is to inform ourselves
in regard to the condition of the hLeathen, es-
pecially heathen women, Tt will take time
and work; but this time will not be spent in
vain, and the work will repay a hundred-fold.
When appointed to prepare something for
your monthly or quarterly meeting do not de-
cline, but do your best, Study, read, pray,
und your own soul will become enthused.
Remember that such we would be without the
gozpel. Then we shall bg led to appreciate
the word of God more. Bhall we not resolve
to-day to study the Bible more thoroughly in
the year to come ! Its important truths do
not alwaysappear onthe surface. We need to

1

dig as for hidden treasures, ever asking the illu-
mination of the Holy Spirit. This ia true not
ouly of the historical truths, but more espe-
cially of the spiritual truths. In the depth of
the soul’s rich experience do these precions
words glonm like diamonds. Let us be able
to say with the psalmist, “ Thy word have I
hid in my heart.” One writer has said, “The
Bible was intended to be a study for man for
wll times. It reveals God. Every new dis-
eovery of the meaning, any force of revelation,
ig a fresh revelation of some aspect of the di-
ving character. The necessity of constant
stndy holds every generation in close connec-
tion with the divine Mind, and becomes the
medinm throngh which God constantly com-
munes with our race. Suflicient, relating to
the salvation of the soul, to lead a penitent
man to forgiveness and to the door of heaven
enn be found in all parts of the Beriptures; and
he that runneth may read. If every portion of
the Bible should ba lost but the fifteenth
chupter of St. Luke and the third chapter of
8t. John, we should still bave the whole plan
of salvation, the love of God, the atonement
of Christ, the repenting sinner, and the
changed heart. But beyond all this there nre
atill undiseovered continents of truth, faeili-
ties tor the sanctification of hamun life, treas-
ures of unutterable price hidden wway in the
stores of revelation, not to mock the earneat
seaker, but to reward his zeal and add to his
gpiritual wealth, The prayer offered a thou-
sand years ago still lingers npon devent lipa.
‘Open thou mineg eyes that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law."

But the Bible also teaches us our duty to
our fellow-man. From the Savior's own
language we learn that our neighboris he who
needs our help, whether he lives in our neigh=
borhood or neross the sea. A large portion of
our ruce are yet ignorant of the way of salva-
tion. Two thirds of all the iuhabitants of the
earth are ignorant of Jesus, or opposed to him;
and of these in Christian lands only one hon-







