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Renew. 

Probably half the subscriptions of the 
EVANGEL expire with this number. If after 
your name is the date December, 1883, this 
will be your last paper till you subscribe 
a^ain. Attend to it immediately and ask 
some one else to do so, or send to some one 
who is not taking it. Please do not delay, as 
it will cause both you and us trouble. See 
terms on last page. The EVANGEL would be 
a nice Christmas gift to your friend—one that 
would do good all the year. 

Our Paper. 

This number closes the second volume of 
the WOMAN'S EVANGEL. TWO years since, the 
first number was tremblingly but prayerfully 
sent out to do its work. We believe it has 
done go'od for the Master's cause, and has 
found a permanent place in many homes. 
Every cause must make itself known to gain 
adherents. The misssionary cause is no ex­
ception. The average citizen must know 
something of the doings of the world. How 
much more should the Christian, whose citi­
zenship is in heaven, be informed with regard 
to the history of God's kingdom. Our inter­
est will be proportionate to our intelligence. 
Dr. Bovnton in his address before the Ameri­
can Association in New York, speaking of 
the place of missionary literature in mission­
ary work said, " Its mission is to the sources 
rather than the objects of mission-work." 
Those who have the silver and gold need to see 
the field as the missionary sees it—pictures 
of how it i s ; instantaneous views; lives of 
those who were missionaries to kindle enthu­
siasm. 

Facts are needed. I t is the mission of the 
200 or more missionary papers to do this work. 

God has in his providence given us work to 
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do. He has given us a spot or two on this earth 
to cultivate. W e need to know what others are 
doing and learn the best ways of doing our 
work, but yet will have but little interest if 
we do not keep posted as to the condition of 
our own field. This has been the aim of 
the EVANGEL ; and we know that many have 
a deep interest in mission-work, the result 
of reading its columns. I t has been a lit­
tle disappointment that the subscription list 
has not grown. W e are now where we were 
a year ago. We have not lost any in number, 
but have gained very few. This time last 
year we had 2,034 subscribers, now we have 
2,069. This number of subscribers with 5,000 
members is considered a good circulation. But 
can we not do better ? There are a great 
number of sisters who ought to be enlisted. 
How can we reach them ? Every reader help 
to answer this question by doing something 
to reach others who are not interested. 

Christmas with its joyous happy home gath­
erings will be celebrated before we again speak 
to our readers. There has been much of peace 
and joy, and something of sorrow to all. 
Some homes have been visited and dear ones 
takeu to the heavenly home—the kind, affec­
tionate father in one ; the loving, tender moth­
er in another; the noble, manly son, the hope 
of the parents, in another; the bright, bloom­
ing daughter in another; in another the dar­
ling pet lamb is taken by the tender Shepherd 
to the heavenly fold ; and in our home gather­
ings we miss them so. But oh, the deep, hall-
lowed joy that we shall soon see them again 
pervades our whole being, and with tearful 
eyes we look up and ask, " Dear Jesns, what 
can I do to bring this joy to other hearts?" 
Let not the day pass without some kind min­
istration to one of Christ 's hungry, naked, 
imprisoned ones, remembering that to do it to 
the least of these, we do it unto Lira. Teach the 
children something of the unselfish giving the 
da^7 celebrates. That all may have a peaceful, 
happy day is the greeting of the EVANGEL. 

"We express our thanks to Bother Moy 
Ling of Portland, Oregon, for two charts 
and a copy of the Chinese Daily Evening 
News. The charts were executed by Moy 
Lingj and are hymns written in Chinese char­
acters'. One. I'Rass me not." and (lie other 
"Rock of Ages." They decofale-thffwalls of 
our office. And though we can not read them, 
they remind us of our work among the 
Chinese, and our duty to them. W e also 
have the papers showing what this brother has 
given to our association, a copy of which we 
give for the interest of all. 

" I give, devise, and bequeath to the Woman's 
Missionary Association of the United Breth­
ren in Christ, for the use and benetit of a 
school, known as the Chinese School of West 
Portland and now under the control of said 
association, the following property, to-wit : 
one organ, tables, seats, chairs, clock, stove, 
lamps, books, etc." Signed, 

MOY LING. 

In addition to this, the pupils have contrib­
uted to the support of the school during the 
tirst quarter $83. What better evidence than 
this is needed to convince us that these people 
are hungry for the gospel? Are there not 
many dollars of the Lord's money that should 
be given for these people? 

We are informed that Osage Conference 
has organized a branch society. We most 
gladly welcome her into the sisterhood, and 
pray that she may be instrumental in saving 
souls, who are now in the darkness of hea­
thenism. 

In answer to the request last month, the 
Gleaner's Band of Braddock, Pennsylvania, 
has agreed to furnish the Chinese school with 
Sunday-school papers. The children them­
selves suggested it to their leader. We 'are 
glad to know that hearts are becoming 
enlisted in this school. 
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Christian worker! pause and listen ; 

Christ is seeking thee to-day, 

Cease thy labors for one moment, 

. Solemn words he hath to say. 

He is standing close beside thee; 

And behold his face is sad, 

As he gazeth on thy service— 

Which methought would make him'glad. 

Such unwearied self-devotion! 

Such untiring, earnest zeal! 

Such rich eloquence and pathos! 

Burning words that wound to heal. 

Still the Lord is sadly gazing. 

,: , Hark! He now dotli question thee; 

Listen well, his atones are gentle, 

"Dos t thou work from love to met" 

Ah! how often, fellow-Christians, 

Do we need this question still? 

Are we now from pure affection 

Working out our Savior's will ? 

If our secret spring of action 

Were exposed to mortal view, 

Would it bear examination "I 

Could it be pronounced quite t rue? 

Does not conscience sometimes tell us 

That the motive power is wrong, 

Of what seems our fairest action, 

Of what sounds our sweetest song? 

Jesus, Savior, oh forgive w, 

As with shame we this confess; 

May our love to thee grow stronger, 

May our love of self grow less! 

Oh reveal Thyself so p/ainiy, 

That our one desire may be 

Jus t to let ourselves be nothing, 

Lost, in love of pleasing thee. 
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I have often thought of the wisdom of God 
in the creation and government of all things. 
What perfect adaptation is seen! In the de­
velopment and unfolding of the world all his­
tory shows God's presence superintending and 
directing all things to the consummation of 
the one great end—the universal triumph of 
his kingdom. And man is so constituted that 
(in "orfle'r to reach excellence, to become a well-
rounded symmetrical being, he must bring 
tnto'exercise those powers that are needed to 
effect this consummation—the redemption of 
the world to Christ. His mental constitution 
leads him into aspirations for human knowl­
edge, his spiritual nature lifts him. up in 
search of the eternal, infinite wisdom, and 
purity, and his relations to his fellow-men 
command him to lay hold of that other law, 
" T h o u shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 
W e are to make the most of ourselves, that 
we may accomplish the most possible for 
others. And it is when our service is for our 
fellow-men that we are brought into closest 
sympathy with God, and to wisely use the 
knowledge he has given us. 

W e have no want of opportunity for exer­
cise in this direction; we have only to look, 
and our eyes will behold enough to call forth 
the warmest sympathy and engage our most 
earnest attention. Our mission-work is the 
part that presents itself to us at this time. 
How I wish we could have in panorama before 
us all the mission-fields of the world, the con­
dition of the people among whom they are 
planted, the toils and sacrifices of the mis­
sionaries for them, the civil, social, and relig­
ious improvements that have been wrought on 
these nations, that we might b'e brought into 
still closer spmpathy with this work. 

England and America, brought by the prov­
idence of God to be the two greatest Protest-

Our Mission = Work 

—London Christian. 

BY MRS. V. BOVEE. 

To Christian Workers. 
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ant nations on the globe, are foremost in 
missionary endeavor. About the beginning 
of the eighteenth century England opened 
the way for the entrance of gospel light into 
the darkness of India. Sixty-four years ago 
fourteen missionaries went from the New 
England shores to found a mission on the 
Sandwich Islands, and the light that they 
kindled not only illuminated these islands, 
but has shed forth its radiance, bright and 
beautiful, to neighboring ones, and to the 
heathen borders beyond. In 1843 British 
power opened the vast empire of China to 
the missionary, and twelve years later Japan 
fell into line. Africa, too, has been, and is 
being, prepared for missionary labors, and 
that dark but grand continent is also before 
us for Christianization. "God has opened 
the world," as one has well said, " and called 
the attention of the Christian thought and 
service to its redemption." All along the 
horizon we see the signals that beacon us to 
the missionary work. Especially should wom­
an be moved to earnest efforts; for it is the 
condition of women in pagan lands that is 
most deplorable. Look at the pictures that 
Joseph Cook has drawn of the women in 
heathen countries. The largest and most 
shocking is of the widows in India. Could 
we be brought face to face with these facts 
we would become aroused to a higher degree 
of enthusiasm and earnest endeavor to do all 
in our power to raise them from such awful 
depths. After recounting the evils to which 
women are subjected in heathen lands,—par­
ticularly in^Asia,—their needs, and the reme­
dies for the terrible mischiefs endured by 
them, supplementing a bit of narration ot his 
travels, he says : "As I coasted along Ceylon, 
and the Malay peninsula, and vast China, I 
seemed to hear across the war of the waves 
the turbulent sound of the billows of human­
ity breaking with a wail on the stern coasts of 
our yet barbaric days. Three hundred mill­
ion billows in China, half of them women, 

Evangel. 
two hundred and fifty million such billows 
breaking upon the shores of India, multitudes 
upon multitudes coming out of the unseen 
and storming across the ocean of time to 
break on the shores of eternity; and the 
sound of that sea was a wail from servile la­
bor, the dwarfing of the loftiest capabilities ot 
the soul through ignorance and false faiths, 
infanticide, polygamy, concubinage, enforced 
widowhood, and many a nameless condition 
preventing the development of woman into 
that angelic thing she is by nature, even 
without education. I heard the wail of these 
hosts until I found myself resolved, whatever 
else I might do or might not do, to echo the 
sound of that ocean in the ears of Christen­
dom until, if God should permit, some ade­
quate enthusiasm for the reform of woman's 
condition in Asia should be awakened in the 
occideut." 

Twenty years before this utterance the same 
wail had been echoed in the ears of many 
sensitive women. Returned missionaries told 
of the degradation and woes of heathen 
women. It was shown that they could not be 
reached, being hedged in by the laws and 
customs of the land. Man could not scatter 
the darkness nor break the chains that bound 
them. And in order to raise the social and 
moral standard of the conntry, the element of 
reform must be implanted in the home, in the 
hearts of the mothers and daughters of the 
land, for from them flow the streams of life 
and influence. When it became evident that 
woman must fly to the rescue of her sex, 
nobly did she respond and enter the open 
doors. With the new-felt want a new move­
ment appears. In response to the announce­
ment, " The Master is here and calleth for 
thee," is heard, " Lo I have come to do thy 
will, 0 God." The 'proof of her divine ap­
pointment to this work appears in the won­
derful proportions it has already reached. 
Many woman's boards have been organized, 
and millions of dollars have been collected 
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and disbursed; the Bible has been carried into 
thousands of heathen homes, and multitudes 
of disconsolate hearts have been cheered by 
its blessed truths. 

In regard to our particular part of the 
work, as sisters of the United Brethren 
Church, we need especially to give heed. We 
have mission-stations on the west coast of 
Africa, in Germany, and on the Pacific coast. 
These missions must be supported, ministers 
and teachers must be employed, clothing must 
be furnished, dwelling-houses, school-houses, 
and chapels must be erected; and all this 
takes money. 

As the way has opened, and missionaries 
have been needed, Providence has provided 
those who, with consecrated hearts and lives, 
have been willing to sacrifice dear home and 
loving friends, and go to these foreign fields. 
Brother and Sister "West presented themselves 
in a time of such' need, one year ago. They 
had prepared themselves for this work, and 
were ready at the call. 

"With increase of success on these missions 
comes greater demand for money. In Brother 
West's letter last spring to the Board of Trus­
tees of the "Woman's Missionary Association, 
after giving the needs of the mission there, he 
says: " Now, dear sisters, you will think we 
are just crying 'Money, money, money;' but 
if I could picture to your minds the deep 
degradation of this people, and how that 
there has just enough light come to them to 
make them eager for more of the bread of 
life, and to cry out in their distress for help to 
lift them out of the blackness of their igno­
rance and superstition, you would hesitate no 
longer, but hasten eagerly to the rescue. I 
can not begin to express to you the deep sense 
of gratitude to God that fills my soul that he 
called me to be a teacher of this people ; and 
my constant prayer is that God may to the 
highest degree possible make me useful as his 
instrument in winning these helpless ones to 
Christ." 

We need to know these facts, the needs of 
missions and the prospects of success, that we 
may be moved to greater efforts to forward 
the grand work. The EVANGEL visits too few 
of the good sisters in this conference. But we 
shall look for an improvement in this respect 
the coming year. 

And again, with the demand for larger sup­
plies is found an increase of help at home in the 
multiplication of branch societies and formation 
of locals. We began our existence as a branch 
four years ago. We have done something. 
Several locals have been organized, and quite 
a considerable amount of money collected and 
forwarded to aid the work. We are trying to 
hold what has already been gained, and also 
to make some aggressions. Sometimes, al­
though we get very much discouraged, almost 
tempted to give up, and think " What's the 
use?" We iind so many who ought to be 
interested in the work that are so very indif­
ferent, and do not seem to realize any personal 
responsibility. And when a degree of en­
thusiasm has been kindled, it has oftentimes 
been so transient, some failing to keep interest­
ed and continue in the work. And, too, the 
regular meetings are frequently so poorly at­
tended. All these difficulties, and more, have 
met us in our work. 

But instead of relaxing our energies, or 
thinking of giving up, would it not be wiser 
for us to look about us, and inquire into the 
cause, search out the remedies, and apply the 
cure? And perhaps it would be an excellent 
idea for us to begin the search for the cause 
right at home, and before going farther, be 
sure that we ourselves are sufficiently interested 
and have the proper amount of zeal and in­
formation required for success. Have we 
patience and love in our souls, wisdom and 
tact to always do the right thing in the right 
time and place ? Do we realize fully 
whence cometh our help, depend largely 
enough upon the Source, and draw supplies 
according to our need ? Have we tested our 

189 



190 Woman's Evangel. 

love for Jesus in willingness to work for him 
and sacrifices made for his cause ? If we look 
at his life, his labors, sufferings, and death, 
realize its purpose on earth, and then remem­
ber that his life on earth is a representation of 
what every Christian's life should be, how 
would our love and labors for him appear to 
each of us ? I fancy very insignificant, indeed. 

I find within myself a firm resolve to make 
stronger exertions for the uplifting of this 
cause in this conference. I have faith in the 
women of this conference. They need only 
to become acquainted with the work, and see 
clearly the blessed privileges that are for 
them, to feel the weight of their obligations, 
and move forward in the path of duty. 

May He whom we serve and for whom we 
labor give us courage and strength for the 
coming year's responsibilities. Let us lay our 
all at his feet, seek a full baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, and a sufficient measure of the wisdom 
that we so much need, which is pure and 
peaceable, and full of mercy and good fruits. 
And may we be brought into such sympathy 
with the blessed Jesus, that our hearts shall 
desire the salvation of all; and with the desire 
may we have power to show it, and do some­
thing for saving the world. There is a work 
for us that no other can do, and which in its 
performance will prove a benediction to our­
selves. Thus, looking ever to Infinite Wisdom 
and power for direction, we need have no fear 
of failure, but may have full faith that he will 
prosper the work of our hands, as we earnest­
ly and patiently go to this grand work. And 
not only will our services answer a purpose in 
the divine plan for the redemption of our 
fellow-men, but by devoting all our energies 
to lofty uses, our talents, our time, will be 
dignified, and we be fitted for the glorious life 
of the great " to be." 

Have you a Christmas ottering for the Chi­
nese school, and thus show your love for the 
Christ, the gift of heaven to you ? 

Christmas. 

BY MAGGIE CAMPBELL. 

There is something merry and gladsome in 
association with the name. From early child­
hood we have learned to anticipate its cheer­
ful greetings and joyful reunions. These 
make Christmas dear to many who have 
never thought of it as more than a mere holi­
day. Have we passed on through the years 
regarding it as such ? If so, let us stop a 
moment and consider its true import. Let us 
ask ourselves a few plain questions, and listen 
while the voice of conscience gives answer 
Amid the festivities of this happy season let 
us search out its... deeper, holier meaning. 
Wha t is Christmas? Is it a mere holiday from 
labor dedicated to festivity ? The day kept in 
memory of God's most gracious gift to man— 
a Savior. Wonderful gift! Son of the High­
est—even from the eternal presence of the 
Almighty Father, to become a little,child de­
pendent on a mother's care. Erase from his­
tory the event this day commemorates, and 
the very foundation of the Christian world is 
destroyed. The birth of Christ is indeed the 
key-note of our faith. Then should not Christ­
mas be a day of days among all nations and 
kindreds and people ? Has it not a grander 
mission than all other festivals combined— 
even to unite in the hallowed bonds of peace 
the one great brotherhood of mankind? Not 
mauy years ago Christmas was regarded by 
many Protestants as a relic of the dark ages. 
In many New England pulpits the Sunday 
preceding the 25th of December was devoted 
to a sermon on the evils of observing the day. 
Now the greatest of all holidays has con­
quered New England, and spread over our 
land from Maine to the Pacific, and to-day 
there is scarce a household wherein is not pro­
claimed the glad tidings of the coming of the 
Prince of Peace. And every Christmas eve 


