Central Literary

VOLUME 5 NOVEMBER 1914 NUMBER 1

CONTENTS.
Origin of Halloween... 2
A Chapter from My Vacation Trip 4
GemS. . .. ... 5
Alumni Notes 6
Editorial 7
Daffy-Dills 8
Central College Calendar................ 9

The World Challenge 10
Harmony. 11




fetetetegeledetetelotetetotetetoteatlotetetotetetototatototcdod ]

ONE OF OUR GREATEST ASSETS

Is our ability to please. We know we can please you in

Photography

Your are welcome at all times to the Brightest Place in Town—Un-
der Our Skylight.

RICKERT
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THE WORLD'S BEST

Elgin Watches
Seth Thomas Clocks

Libbey Cut Glass, Waterman's Fountain Pens, 1847 Roger's Silver
Plated Ware, Gorham's Sterling Silver, Hull Umbrellas,
Haviland China, Manning Bowman's Casseroles, etc.

Nine of the Best Lines in all the world, and all for sale by

C. R SMITH

JEWELRY AND CHINA
HUNTINGTON, R R INDIANA
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 ZETALETHEAN

ORIGIN OF HALLOWEEN.

Halloween or All Hallow Even, also known as Nutcrack Night
and Snap-apple Night. The name is given to the night of October
31, as the eve or vigil of All Saints' or All Hallows' Day, Novem-
ber 1.

Of all nights in the year this is the one upon which supernat-
ural influences most prevail. The spirits of the dead wander
abroad, together with witches and devils and mischief making
elves, and in some cases the spirits of living persons have tempor-
ary power to leave their bodies and join the ghostly crew. Chil-
dren born on this day preserve through their youth the power to
converse with these airy visitants. But the latter often reveal
themselves to ordinary folk, to advise or warn them. Hence it is
the night of all nights for divination.

Halloween is a curious recrudescence of classic mythology,
Druidic beliefs, and Christian superstitions. On November 1 the
Romans had a feast to Pomona, the goddess of fruits and seeds, and
it was then that the stores laid up in the summer for use in the
winter, were opened. Hence the appropriateness of apples and
nuts. November 1 or thereabouts was also the great autumn fes-
tival to the sun which the Druids celebrated in thanksgiving for
their harvest. Now the Druids believe in transmigration, and
taught that on the eve of this festival Saman, the lord of death,
called together the wicked souls that within the last twelve months
had been condemned to occupy the bodies of animals. But Saman
might be propitiated through the priests by means of gifts and in-
cantations to mitigate his sentences.

November was also one of the quarternary periods when the
Druids lighted their bonfires in honor of Baal. Throughout Great
Britain and Wales is this customary.

Each family used to make its own fire and as it was dying out
each member would throw a white stone into it, the stones being
marked for future identification. Then all said their prayers and
went to bed, and in the morning they tried to find all their stones
again. If any stones were missing it betokened that the owner
would die within a year. Some superstitions are pretty and pic-
turesque and attractive; this is one of the many which were cruel
as well as picturesque. An enemy of a superstitious person might
cause dangerous fright by stealing his stone from the fire.

These fires in England were commonly followed by feasting
on apples, nuts, and parsnips, followed by games. Fires used on
All Saints' night were regarded as typical of immortality and were
regarded as lighting souls from purgatory.

But if anything were wanting to prove the Druidic origin of
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many of the Halloween observances it would be found in the fact
that in some parts of Ireland October 1 was known as (Oidhche
Shamhna) or Vigil of Saman. On this night peasants assembled
with sticks and clubs, going from house to house collecting money,
bread-cake, butter, cheese, eggs, etc., for the feast, repeating verses
in honor of the solemnity, demanding preparations for the oc-
casion in the name of St. Columb Kill, desiring them to lay aside
the fatted calf and to bring forth the black sheep. The good
women are employed in making griddle-cakes and candles; these
last are sent from house to house in the vicinity, and are lighted up
on the (Saman) next day, before which they pray, or are supposed
to pray for the departed soul of the donor.

In the island of Lewis the name Shamhna, or Saman, seems to
have been corrupted to Shony. Martin talks with considerable dis™
guest of an ancient custom here to sacrifice to a sea-god called
Shony, at Hallowtide. The inhabitants, it seems, used to gather
to the church of St. Mulvay, at night, each family bringing provis-
ions, and also furnishing a peck of malt which was brewed into ale.
One chosen for the purpose waded into the sea up to his middle and
poured out a cup of ale, calling on Shony to favor the peoplethru the
coming year. At his return to land they all went to church where
a candle was burning upon the altar, and then standing silent for a
little time, one of them gave a signal at which the candle was put
out, and immediately all of them went to the fields, where they fell
a-drinking their ale, and spent the remainder of the night in sing-
ing and dancing. He adds: "The ministers in Lewis told me they
spent several years before they could persuade the vulgar
natives to abandon this ridiculous piece of superstition.

The English have corrupted the name to Lambs-wool. The
angel presiding over fruits, seeds, etc., was obviously a reminis-
cence of Pamona.

In the United States it is to be regretted that the spirit of
rowdyism has in a measure superceded the kind old customs.

MAY ABBOTS.
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PHILOMATHEAN

A CHAPTER FROM MY VACATION TRIP.

Seymour, aged five, is a child of the open fields; he is a slen-
der child, it is true, but the fulness of his face is not of the fatty,
hothouse variety; he bears evidence of contact with sunshine,
storm, wind, and weather. He is doubly, or to speak more truly to
the mathematics of it, triply, a son of toil; his mother is the em-
bodiment of real German thrift, his father is a farmer who makes
it his business to be a successful one, and Seymour himself is an
energetic little toiler; the yard must be cleared of leaves, the barn
chores done, by Seymour if possible. It is necessary to say that
Seymour is happy in his environment? It was on one of the early
days of August that we two had the privilege of enjoying each
other's company; we crossed the road to the pasture, where the
boy's delight in the animals of the farm was simple and sincere;
we rambled the fertile fields, and the lad was content that maturity
with the growing things of Nature should be a matter of weeks
and months, but a matter of decades with him; he was growing
happily, tho slowly; and the charm of the near-by forest lured Sey—
moure no less than myself to exploration of its recesses and glad
discovery of its mysteries; a few hours with Seymour furnished
undoubted answer to my question.

But the reader and I must leave Seymour. The scene is trans-
ferred to one of our medium-sized cities. We stand before a stone
structure, both wings of which have the windows of the iron bars;
the State deliberately plans to make escape impossible. Once with-
in the office entrance, a guard in uniform directs us to the stair-
way at the end of the hall; we climb, but not alone; there are some
ladies with a grandfather who must use the right foot for each
new step of the ascent, and we must give him a steadying hand.
Another guard swings a heavy gate at the end of the ascent; we
glance at the cheerless court, with its encircling bars and padlocked
gates; officers are in charge, anxious friends are in waiting, and
some of us are only curious; this is the public reception-room for
the inmates of the prison. We, the curious, peer thru the gratings
toward either wing; a spacious passageway just within the outer
walls, with row upon row of cells, solidly against each other and
each row to be reached by a separate iron gangway. As to the
friends, we learn that grandfather, deaf, has come to see his deaf
grandson, and the young officer who had admitted us, consciously
important, thinks of such an interview as a joke; a woman, with
babe in arms, anxiously inquires why Mr. B— doesn't come to the
reception-room, and is informed that it takes time for Mr. B.— to
come, and this with a superiority not unmixed with gruffness; then
this young cynic so self-satisfied and so consciously important
remarks that she might know it is not Mr. B— any longer, it is
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just SIMPLE PLAIN B—." Yet Mr. B— is a husband and a fath-
er; the babe in arms would innocently cling to him as his child;
and the woman, in blind disregard of the law that would release her
from the man whom we think as an enemy of the State, despite the
shadow he has cast over her life and the taint that will follow the
child to the grave,—loves him.

And both the grandson and Mr. B— were once boys, happy
boys, like Seymour. .

CLARENCE B. YOUNG.

GEMS.

Something of a person's character may be discovered by ob-
serving how he smiles. Some people never smile; they only grin.

Learn to hold thy tongue. Five words cost Zacharias forty
weeks of silence.

No man can tell whether he is rich or poor by turning to his
ledger. It is the heart that makes a man rich. He is rich accord-
ing to what he is, not according to what he has.

True religion extends alike to the intellect and the heart. In-
tellect is in vain if it lead not to emotion, and emotion is vain if
not enlightened by intellect; and both are vain if not guided by
truth and leading to duty.

It is well to read everything of something, and something of
everything.

Power is so characteristically calm, that calmness in itself has
the aspect of power, and forbearance implies strength. The orator
who is known to have at his command all the weapons of invective
is most formidable when most courteous.

The greatest pleasure I know, is to do a good action by stealth,
and have it found out by accident.

I call education, not that which is made up of shreds and
patches of usefulness, arts; but that which inculcates principles,
polishes taste, regulates temper, cultivates reason, subdues the
passion, directs the feelings, habituates to reflection, trains to self
denial, and, more especially, that which refers all actions, feelings,
sentiments, tastes, and passions, to the love and fear of God.
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ALUMNI NOTES.

Lyman Light '14, is teaching a district school near his home
at LeafRiver, I11.

C. W. Morehouse '05, Salem, Ind., attended several of the com-
mencement exercises.

Effie Wolford '12, holds a position as domestic science teacher
in the schools of Cambridge City, Ind.

Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Moats '11 and '12, have gone to Blackriver
Falls, Wis., where Mr. Moats is teaching in a High School.

Myrtle Stemen Gibson '04, of Sunfield, Mich., spent a few
days with the S. A. Stemen family at commencement time.

C. A. Allen '04, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, spent the summer in Mad-
ison, Wisconsin, studying for a Master's Degree in Social Educa-
tion.

On the evening following his graduation, T. R. Stemen 'l4,
surprised his friends by taking unto himself a wife, Miss Ruth Carr
of Huntington.

Rev. and Mrs. G. A. Shepherdson '11 and '08, of Stevensville,
Ontario, attended the Alumni Banquet and spent a few days visit-
ing in the Park.

Edith Livingston '10, has gone to Honolulu, H. 1., to spend a
year or more with her brother. En route she visited her sister,
Mrs. M. B. Bowman at Whitehall, Montana.

We have heard indirectly that the report concerning the mar-
riage of Miss Cora Tester '02, is not true. So we wish to correct
the statement made in one of last year's Datas.

Mrs. B. M. Bowman '05; of Whitehall, Montana, and little
daughters, Edith and Rachel, attended the banquet and visited sev-
eral weeks with relatives and friends in the Park.

A short time before the opening of school, Stanton S. Lauten~—
schlager '13, was married to Miss Sarah Herner, of Berlin, Onta-
rio. They are living here while Mr. Lautenschlager finishes his col-
lege work.

On June 9, 1914, the Alumni banquet was held, with covers
laid for sixty guests. Prof. F. A. Loew '02, was the able toastmas™
ter of the occasion, and a number of excellent toasts were given.
Immediately after the banquet, the Association held its annual
meeting and the following officers were elected: President, F. A.
Loew; Vice President, W. F. Merchant; Recording Secretary, Or—
pha Miller; Corresponding Secretary, C. B. Stemen; Advisory to
the Board of Education, W. H. Kendel.
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Gems SERRREE o R 'R;;C.’}Eitj
EDITORIAL

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

When we consider the fact that ten states of the Union, more
than one-fifth of the forty-eight, are enjoying the benefits of state-
wide prohibition, and that five more states are making their decis-
ion on the same question this month, it is of vital interest to every
patriotic citizen to know what is happening along the firing line of
this national economic and social reform.

We have at different times had occasion to grieve at the atti-
tude taken by organized labor as a whole on the subject of the
liquor question. Here is another flagrant case now. At the inter-
national plasterers' convention just held in Washington it was de-
cided, with but a single dissenting vote, to organize a national cam-
paign against prohibition. National prohibition, the resolutions
say, "would be national calamity and a menace to labor." And
having adopted this resolution, the bulk of the delegates adjourned
to a saloon just under the meeting-hall and drank to the success
of their campaign.

It is a most unfortunate thing that in so many cases the meet-
ing places of labor organizations are over or near the saloons. The
liquor people manage this with a fiendish forethought; they make
it interesting for the labor unionists and they invite them to make
the saloon a sort of labor headquarters and rendezvous. Could
anything be more fatal to the best interests of labor?

The wages of plasterers in most places are very high, but it is
a rare exception to find a thrifty and prosperous plasterer never-
theless. Time and again inquiries have been conducted to find out
why it is that good wages do not insure prosperity, and in the great
percentage of cases the reason for the poverty and misery is traced
right to the saloon. The laboring man more than any other class



8 CENTRAL LITERARY DATA

of citizens, takes his enemy into his mouth and insures his own
undoing when he goes into partnership with the drink evil.

When any labor organization takes the stand that prohibition
would be a national calamity and a menace to labor, then it violates
all principles of truth and morals and betrays the interests of those
it pretends to represent and protect. There are some questions to
which there are no two sides, and one of these is the drink ques-
tion. As individuals we may believe in the right of any man to
take a drink or leave it alone, but as high-minded citizens who are
our brothers' keepers there is but one doctrine for us.

It is not necessary to be a "temperance crank" in order to see
that liquor is accountable for a large part of the trouble in the
world, and drink is an especially hard master for the poor. Our
railroads and other big employing concerns cannot be said to be
governed by any temperance sentiment as such, but they possess
hard common sense and they have placed a strict ban on the man
who drinks. In fact the drinker is not wanted anywhere. Steadily
but surely the avenues of employment and advancement are being
closed to him and he is being eliminated from the race.

Labor organizations should meet this issue and put themselves
on record not on the side of the liquor but firmly against it. A few
have done this but there is altogether too much liquor domination
in the management of the unions. They cannot command the re-
spect and support of public sentiment until they align themselves
on the right side of the drink question and do it fearlessly and un-
equivocally.

DAFFY-DILLS.

If Mary is nice is Carl Witty?
When Prof. Bangs does he lay Prof. Loew?

If Mildred offered to purchase Leo's heart, would Mr. Bird-
sell?

In making a bow and arrow, would Jack Barker and Clarence
Bender?

If you doubt that a needle has an eye, do you believe in an
awl's paw (Alspach)?
If by "brink' we mean the extreme end of a thing, is the end

of a mule's foot a "Brink-er-hoof?"

If the two forwards on the basket-ball team were perspiring,
could you see Dutch and Tom steamin' (Stemen)?

If an ultra-abundance of epithelial prolongations on the supe-
rior surface of the cranium is significant of longevity in years, is
Prof. Young?
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CENTRAL COLLEGE CALENDAR.

September.

7-12. The janitor scrubs the college. Advance guard of stu-
dents arrive, select rooms and view the college and campus.

13. The stork leaves a baby girl at Mr. Gilbert Eddy's home.

14-15. Students exchange greetings with each other and citi-
zens of the park.

16. Everybody registers and secures a rule book to study un-
til text books arrive.

About fifty bright students "bell" two empty houses, and are
later entertained by Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Swales.

Miss Livingstone leaves for an extended visit in the Hawaiian
Islands.

18. Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Lautenschlager entertain, and are en-
tertained by the Charivariers.

23. New books arrive and the Freshmen spend the day look-
ing at the pictures.

Bishop C. L. Wood calls on some Park friends.

24. The Hanshew family depart for California, where they ex-
pect to spend the winter.

26. The Zetas right royally entertain the new students and
friends with five minute talks, ice cream and other good things.

28. A gallant crops of recruits march away to put "the fod-
der in the shock."

30. Miss Tinling of England gives a very able chapel address
on temperance from a scientific standpoint.

October.

1. Moon sets at 6:37 p. m.

2-4. Miss Titus, Roy Lautenschlager and J. R. Swales attend
the C. E. District Convention at Ft. Wayne.

5. The great Gala Day. Zetas and Philos hie away to Happy
Hollow, where they spend a pleasant afternoon and evening playing
dare- goal drop-the-handkerchief and other games of childhood.

6. Mr. Snyder's Jersey cow crosses the road.

7-10. Everybody studies.

11. J. C. Smith, the first basket ball victim for the season, re-
ports at church with a crutch.

The delegates to the C. E. convention give their report.

President Mummart preaches a rousing sermon on Bible doc-
trine.

14. Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Dentel visit their sons and friends in
the Park.
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15. Prof. Bangs explains that Inspiration is a greater factor
for the development of character than Inhibition.

Mr. Burgett, the apple butter man, arrives in the city.
16. Sunshine and rain.
The Athletic Association elects officers.

17. The basket ball starts rolling systematically under the
direction of Profs. Young and Pellet.

19. Nihil Nova faciends.

20. Prof. Young discourses on precept and example.

THE WORLD CHALLENGE.

Notes on An Address Delivered in Chapel, Oct. 23, by Rev. C. E.
Tebbits, Missionary Secretary of the Friend's Church.

Quoting from an address of Dr. J. R. Mott at Toronto, he said
that we are living in an age of the greatest danger and of the
greatest opportunity in the world's history. The different people's
of the earth act and react upon each other with startling direct-
ness.

The change in industrial life is revolutionizing economic and
social conditions. There has been a greater change in industrial
life in the past eighty years than in the previous four thousand
years. Time and space are being eliminated, due to the introduc-
tion of rapid means of travel and communication. All the races of
the earth are thrown together. This is creating an economic wage
problem which must be solved within the next twenty years.

The Prime Minister of Japan said that there is no hope of good
will either between men or between nations save through Christi-
anity, and he himself not a Christianity. Commercial civilization
will not create good will. We must give the world the Gospel to
save our home life. The old world is past forever. A new world
is here. Get ready to live in it.

Nearly the entire world is under Christian diplomacy. The
Moslem world is calling for the Bible and Christian liberty. The
doors of China are wide open. Let us grasp the greatest opportun-
ity of the Christian era! J. R. S.

The Central College quartet has been drawn into the mael-
strom of the political arena this fall and the boys are sounding a
note heard for many miles around.
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HARMONY.

There are few people who recognize the force of harmony.

Harmony makes music beautiful, and harmony makes work
and all efforts of the brain and body profitable. There is nothing so
discouraging, nothing so lacking in result as misplaced energy.
There are people who work with furious energy, whose work never
produces any fruit. This is particularly true of women. They work
at fever heat, using up a prodigious amount of fuel in the shape of
brain, nerves and temper. For all the world like a cheap furnace.
A cheap furnace burns twice the coal that a good one does—lets all
its heat out into the cellar instead of into the body of the house,
and is forever in need of repairs. This is, of course, only true of
the woman who works first and thinks afterward. There are many
women who accomplish their work as evenly as a man would in her
place.

Men are inclined to take things and do things at a more even
gait than are women. This even gait produces harmony in their
work. And harmonious effort produces a gradual increase of ef-
ficiency that always makes for a rise. Pull yourself down to a solid,
heart whole effort every day.

Your opportunity to prove your worth will come through con-
stant, energetic plugging. But get even in your plugging. A spas-
modic plugging of four or five weeks, strewn here and there with
two-day periods of "what's the use," never will accomplish any-
thing, nor will it bring you to your great want— more money.

It has been said, and truly, that real and conscientious effort
has never been wasted.

And now the question is up to you. Are you going to be a good
make of furnace, burning your fuel evenly and without waste, or
are you going to be a cheap one, going by fits and starts and utterly
unreliable. Of course, you say you are not by any means going to
be the latter if you can help it. And equally, of course you can
help it.

I once saw a girl, who was ordinarily very sweet tempered, cut
a man off crossly and unpleasantly who had come to the office to try
to sell her typewriter supplies. "No, we don't want anything" she
snapped, and the man went out. The man did not count for a cent's
worth—and the girl? Well—she had only lost control. She had
ceased to work evenly. But suppose she goes on losing control of
her temper and nerves every time she is tired—and I haven't a
doubt that she was both physically and mentally tired—what hap-
pens to her?

Guard against allowing annoying details to unnerve you. Wear
a smiling face—you will find it will help a bit. The annoying de-
tails don't seem so big, and your brain is free to grapple with your
big problems, while your eyes are clear to see your opportunities.
—PERSONALITY.
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