
BUNDOO SOCIETY.
In Western Africa secret societies are numerous. The Purrow is the

largest among men, and the Bundoo among women, in the Imperri country,
where our missions are located. The lodges of both these societies are in
the woods, but in different places. The penalty is death for a woman to go
where the men meet, and a man who is not a member of the Purrow that
goes where the lodge meets is sold as a slave to go out of the country, or in
some other way placed in circumstances that he can never again get to the
place the lodge meets. The picture on this page represents a company of
Bundoo women, the head woman in the center of the group has a black
mask which covers her whole body. In this society young girls undergo a
sort of circumcision, are made acquainted with some of the native medi-
cines, and instructed in the mysteries of motherhood. These societies inter-
fere with mission work in Africa, and help keep the people there the de-
graded, suffering, and wicked creatures they are, hence should be abolished.



COMMUNICATIONS.

BRINGING THE LOST TO JESUS.

Out in the streets and byways,
Down through the fields of sin,

Into the tangled hedges,
Gathering the lost ones in;

Bringing them to the Savior,
Out from the world so cold,

Out of the service of Satan,
Into the Master's fold.

Lifting the weak and fallen
Out of the depths of shame,

Offering them salvation,
Through the Redeemer's name:

Bringing them to the fountain,
Into the precious truth,

Jesus, the Friend of sinners,
Making them white as snow.

Working until Jesus tells us,
Harvest-time is o'er,

Come from the hills, ye laborers,
Gather the sheaves no more!

Lay down your time-worn sickle,
Lean thou upon My breast;

Over the stream I will bear thee,
Into the land of rest! —Selected.

LETTER FROM AFRICA.

Danville, Jan. 24, 1905.
DEAR BROTHER F.:—Yours of the 21st ult. received. I

shall write you briefly. I am very busy with conference
work, which began on the 23rd inst. Sister Winkel and
Sister Mull are here in health, with good spirits and with
grace in their hearts and lips, ready to assume duties, and
I will just say in regard to Miss Mull as a new worker she
seems to be well fitted for the work assigned to her. Last
night Miss Winkel and Miss Mull led the services very
acceptably.

Now we have concluded to go to Matru, and if we
succeed, we hope to build a small house for us to live there
and make it our headquarters. In this we have the con-
currence of the ladies, and we believe you will encourage
us in it according to your last letter, and that you will
send us funds to do so immediately. I shall keep you in-
formed of our movements and progress. We had two
good sessions yesterday. You would enjoy the conference
if you were here. Yours in Christ, A. F. Stoltz.

FROM OUR MISSIONARIES.

Presiding Elder Lane, of the Erie mission district, in
his last report says he and his wife held a meeting which
resulted in eight conversions and five accessions to the
church, and others had received members into church.
The cold weather, snow drifts, and the church trouble
were much against them.

Presiding Elder Hoskins, of Idaho mission district,
and Rev. J. Black, the treasurer of it, both report earnest
work in revival meetings upon the part of the missionaries
there, and much good done. One new church has been
built and a meeting of six weeks held in it resulted in
leading a number of sinners to Christ and greatly reviving
the church.

Rev. P. Beck, treasurer of California conference, says
several good meetings were held and some members re-
ceived.
, Rev. S. B. McGrew, the presiding elder of South

Missouri district, wrote: "We are growing in numbers,
and I trust in favor with the Lord. We have our church
and lots all paid for. Have been holding meetings in
another part of the city—Springfield—about four miles

from where we are, and have taken in some good members
there. Could build a $1000 church there if I could get loan
of $400 church erection. I could solicit the other $600 and
get it here."

Rev. J. C. Rardin, treasurer of Elkhorn mission dis-
trict, reports prosperity and peace in their midst.

Rev. J. S. Moore, of the Iowa conference, wrote lately:
"We are still alive, but the weather has been so cold up to
date that it is impossible to hold meeting. We are hoping
and praying that a tidal wave of the old fashioned religion
may come this way."

Brother M. Eshleman, the treasurer of Ontario con-
ference, writes: "Rev. A. R. Springer, pastor of Berlin
mission station, Ontario conference, closed a four weeks'
special meeting, on Sunday evening, the 5th inst., which
resulted in five conversions; two were converted before the
revival commenced, one in the mid-week prayer meeting;
the other at her home during the pastor's visit. Total
converted are seven, five of which have given their names
to unite with the church, with others to follow.

Rev. C. O. Peterson, treasurer of the Missouri confer-
ence, writes that the presiding elder reported a good round
of quarterly meetings.

LESSONS FROM LIVES OF MISSIONARIES.

It was Henry Martyn, of India and Persia, dying at
the age of thirty-two, who said he would rather wear out
than rust out.

The heroic pioneer in Tibet, Miss Annie R. Taylor,
wrote in her diary, when surrounded by great perils, "I
am God's little woman, and he will take care of me."

Hans Egede worked for thirteen years to get a chance
to go as a missionary to Greenland before he could find an
opportunity.

Alexander Mackay knew himself called to be an en-
gineer missionary to Africa, and he considered his hearing
of that call to be "a new conversion."

Boardman, of Burma, dying at the age of thirty, had
himself carried in his last sickness on a litter far into the
jungle to witness the baptism of sixty converts.

Dr. Grant, ministering to the mountain Nestorians of
Persia, was often in peril of his life, and died at last of
typhus fever in the midst of these heroic labors.

Melville B. Cox, on taking leave of a young friend,
said, "If I die in Africa, you must come and write my
epitaph." "I will," said his friend, "but what shall I
write?" "Write," said he, with peculiar emphasis, "Let a
thousand fall before Africa be given up."

Our own illustrious and glorified martyrs, who died
while on the battle line for Christ and our church at Roti-
funk, West Africa, in May, 1898, "being dead yet speak-
eth," a living and immortal testimony that the sufferings
for Christ in this present time are nothing compared to
the glory which shall be revealed in us. The heroism and
Christian submission of them all was illustrated by the
last moments of Mrs. Clara McGrew. After witnessing
the beheading of her husband, Rev. L. A. McGrew, she
asked permission to read the Scriptures and pray. The
request being granted by the war boys, she read the
Seventy-first Psalm and then kneeled and prayed for her
persecutors. After prayer she was herself beheaded. The
blood of these consecrated United Brethren martyrs was
seed sown for the glory of God and our church in that
dark continent. There has already sprung up from this
immortal seed the beautiful Martyr's Memorial Church at
Rotifunk, thus proving again the old and true maxim,
"The blood of martyrs is the seed of the church."

Bishop French, who when an old man of sixty-six, re-
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sponded to an appeal for missionaries for Arabia, and died
there of sunstroke after only three months, did not go or
die in vain.

John H. Morrison, of India, who was instrumental in
sending forth the first call to a Week of Prayer, was so
fearless in preaching that he was called "the Lion of the
Punjab."

Walter Lowrie, while Chinese pirates were ransacking
his boat just before throwing him into the sea, was calmly
seated reading his Bible.

Gardiner and his companions, as they starved to
death on the coast of Terra del Fuego, painted upon a
rock these words: "My soul, wait thou only upon God; for
my expectation is from him."—The Watchword.

THE GOLD COAST.

In Africa, the Basle Missionary committee, in spite of
a disquieting deficit in the home treasury, has decided to
open this year a large new station at the Gold Coast. This
extension is made necessary by reason of a thousand
Christians scattered in a dozen little communities, much
threatened by Islam, and too far removed from the mother
station to be conveniently superintended and directed. The
twenty-eight missionaries of the Basle Society at the
Cameroons have made, during the fifteen years since they
received this mission from the Baptists, a very gratifying
progress. At last dates, they had nine stations, 133 an-
nexes, 2,282 Christians, 3,372 pupils in schools, and four-
teen young men in training as evangelists. The transla-
tion of the New Testament is now completed.—Selected.

WEST CENTRAL AFRICAN MISSION.

Letters from this mission are very brief, but they
refer to an unwonted interest shown on the part of the
natives. Dr. Wellman, of Kamundongo, writes:—

"We have reported the remarkable spread of the work
among the native villages during the last six months.
You can imagine that the increase in the number of ad-
herents who expect free medical treatment from about 200
to over 1,000, all in a few months, has compelled me to
reorganize the medical department. I have done this by
pressing in native help, by cutting down all I can on other
work, and by increasing my fees so as to diminish as
much as possible the number of pay patients.

"The hospital is at last becoming a fact. The first
ward is approaching completion, and the kitchen is under
way. My health is splendid."

Mr. Sanders, of Kamundongo, wrote, July 5:
"It looks at present as if the work were about to ad-

vance more rapidly than heretofore. We have started one
new school since the annual meeting. It is but half an
hour from this place. One of our strongest fellows,
Kolembi, has been put there, and we are putting prayer
there, too. People at a distance have been wont to dismiss
the gospel with the remark that those near us do not
accept it. Hence it cannot be that it stands examination.
We hope one stronghold of unbelief near us may be cast
down, being changed into a Christian community. It
looks as if we might soon have several more applications.
Evidently the spread of the gospel in this region is to be
along the line of opening schools around which will
crystalize churches.

"At the annual meeting we heard Chief Kanjundu tell
of his conversion. Afterwards we invited him to come
here. He was with us last Sunday. We were pleased
with his testimony, which took the place of the sermon.
He gave the impression of thorough sincerity. We are

having good congregations now, but there was an espec-
ially good attendance to hear him."

At a later date, August 6, Mr. Sanders reports the
prevalence of smallpox to such a degree that they were
constrained to hold services in two places; one for those
who have had the disease and the other for those who have
not. Nevertheless, the outlook is encouraging at all the
stations, calling, as Mr. Sanders says, for earnest prayer
at home as well as for redoubling our efforts here." He
adds:

"We do not wish to give the impression that things
are more favorable than they are, but at this station it
never seemed so certain that the shower of blessing was
falling on us as at present. At the schools of Kambueyo,
Ciputue, and Cisanji there are young men and women
whom the teachers believe to have really set their hearts
to obey God. One, Kasinda, at the Hosi school, is a
hopeful case. There is another fine young man at
Nyunya, where no school exists."—Missionary Herald.

FOOT-BINDING.

Little by little the reform against foot-binding is gain-
ing ground in China. There are few who defend the
practice in itself, but custom is stronger than reason.
Several organizations have been formed among the Chinese
to promote the reform, such as "The Heavenly Foot So-
ciety" and "The Advantage to the Body Society." Miss
Morrill, of North China, touchingly writes of one pupil in
the Tientsin Girls' School who "wanted to do something
for Jesus before she died," and so she unbound her feet,
"that she might be able to run to meet Him."

The evangel of Christ is an evangel of pardon, of
purity, of power. It says to the sinner, "Thy sins are for-
given thee." It says to the impure man that Christ can
breathe through the pulses of desire His coolness and His
balm. It says to the weak, palsied, paralyzed man that
there can be communicated to him by Christ a new dynamic
of life, so that the things he could not he can in Christ
which strengtheneth him,—and there is nothing compar-
able to that in any other system of religion. It is because
we have a gospel of forgiveness, of purity and of power
that we must obey the Christ, and though the broken lights
of Deity gleam and flash upon the pathway of those who
dwell in darkness, it is ours to take them the full gospel
message which has made us what we are. If we keep this
to ourselves, then are we renegade and traitors to the
Christ.—Rev G. Campbell Morgan.

How indispensable Bible societies are to missions ap-
pears in these statements relating to the British and
Foreign Bible Society, which has issued the Word entire
or in portions in 367 different languages. The Church
Missionary Society uses 90 of these translations; the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 60; the various
Presbyterian missions, 60; the London Missionary Society,
40; and Wesleyan missions, 40. The versions in Africa
alone are 81 in number. No missionary society's request
to print and publish a properly authenticated version in a
new tongue has ever been refused. The socieiy has now
745 colporteurs, who sold last year over 1,400,000 copies,
and 620 Bible women. If this society has not existed,
many denominational versions might have been issued.
It has brought together the best scholars and linguists in
the different areas, irrespective of sect or country, and its
versions are, therefore, accepted and used by all the mis-
sions of Protestant Christendom.—Missionary Review.
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EDITORIAL.

SELF-DENIAL COLLECTIONS.

Self-denial collections did not commence coming in as
soon this year as some others, though we are glad to say
that they have been reaching our treasurer quite promptly
and liberally in a number of instances. With the four
excellent white missionaries we have in Africa, and the
more than usual encouraging outlook for success there,
the sums given for Africa should exceed any former years.
We hope this will be the case, but some preachers are not
helping the cause much, we are sorry to learn.

What we insist upon is that our people all give some-
thing for the only foreign mission we have, and that they
give it now, so we can report what has been received at
our annual meeting, which meets the 9th of May.

There have been some of the preachers who failed to
report as they should have done, early in the year, and
even waited until their conferences met in the fall.
Brethren, do send in the money at once. It ought all to
be in the treasurer's hands no later than this month.

TO PRESIDING ELDERS.

There are some presiding elders who report regularly
at the end of every quarter, as they are required to do by
discipline, but there are some who pay very little attention
to the law of our church in this and some other respects.
Here is the rule given in our discipline, on page 78, which
surely is reasonable and not hard to comply with:

"Each missionary in the employ of the Board shall re-
port quarterly to the secretary the condition of his mission;
and no missionary shall be entitled to his salary who
shall neglect to comply with this requirement, or leave his
work without the consent of the executive committee, or
the board of missions, or his presiding elder. The presid-
ing elders of mission conferences shall report quarterly
the condition of their respective works."

TO BRANCH SECRETARIES.

A few Branch secretaries, as is usual, have failed to
send us their reports. We will soon need them to prepare
both the annual report to the Board of Missions and the
quadrennial to the General Conference.

Brethren, yon who have not sent your reports since
your last conference or missionary district has been in
annual session, please do so at once. See the 79th page of
our discipline, which tells you the items upon which you
are to report, and then sit down and write the report and
mail it to us here at Huntington.

As a matter of course reports from the three confer-
ences which are yet to meet before the meeting of the
Board of Missions and the General Conference, should be
sent just as soon as they possibly can be gotten to
Huntington after these conferences finally adjourn The
Branch secretaries in these will please forward their
reports at once from the places these bodies meet.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Our pastors and friends of Sabbath-schools should see
to it that this important work of the church is well cared
for, and that winter-killed Sunday-schools are brought to
life again early in the spring. It is, in our judgment,
never the best policy to close any school on account of cold
weather, but when they are closed for that reason, they
should be opened again in three or four months. Eight
mouths of the year at least there should be live Sabbath-
schools in all our churches. Every neighborhood, and
everybody in every neighborhood, should be enlisted in
Sabbath-school work. Pastors, superintendents, and
teachers of Sunday-schools can do much to get the people,
young and old, interested in Sunday-schools.

There should be a large supply of good Sunday-school
literature in all schools. Then bear in mind that our ex-
cellent Sunday-school literature is furnished gratis for
one quarter to all new Sunday-schools when that is de-
sired. There ought to be many new schools organized by
our pastors within the next two mouths.

EXTRACTS FROM J. R. MOTT'S BOOK.

Mr. Mott, in his book entitled "The Pastor and Modern
Missions, a Plea for Leadership in World Evangelization,"
says:

"The lines along which the church must work to insure
the most successful prosecution of the missionary cam-
paign have been largely determined. Methods and agen-
cies of remarkable efficiency have been devised and are
now widely and successfully employed. In no part of the
home countries are methods of direct evangelistic work
more highly developed, or wielded with better" results,
than by missionaries on their far more difficult fields.

"The enterprise of educational missions, embracing
more than 1,000 higher schools and colleges, and nearly
23,000 day schools, and influencing over 1,100,000 students
and pupils, has been demonstrated to be one of the most
effective agencies in spreading Christian truth, and in
establishing and extending the reign of Christ.

"Of all the methods and agencies employed by the
church to win the non-Christian peoples, none has been
more potent, especially on Asiatic and African continents,
than medical missions. The fact that there are to-day
nearly 800 medical missionaries carrying on work at 947
hospitals and dispensaries and extending their helpful
ministry each year to fully 2,500,000 patients indicates how
extensive a factor this has become.

"The 1S9 mission presses and publishing houses
through the nearly 400 missionary periodicals and the
thousands of different books and pamphlets which they
are issuing, are sending forth a silent yet mighty in-
fluence in the propagation of Christian truth.

"The practical value and remarkable fruitfulness of
other methods designed for the reaching of special classes
for example, woman's work for woman, young men's work
for young men, the student Christian movement, and
varied forms of work for children—have been abundantly
demonstrated.

"The most important single agency in the work of
evangelization is the Bible, especially when its truth is
proclaimed by competent teachers and preachers.

"The church will not have the power she ought to have
in order to deal successfully with the problem on the home
field unless she does more for the foreign field. Nothing
better could happen in the interest of the schemes for the
evangelization of our home cities, and in the interest of
meeting the spiritual needs of our rural districts than for
the church to put forth greater exertion than ever on be-
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half of non-Christian lands. In hitting blows hard enough
to impress the Far East and mid-Africa we most certainly
develop greater energies with which to do the tasks at our
very doors. The history of the church teaches clearly and
conclusively that the missionary epochs have been most
powerfully stimulated.

"The most serious of all the perils of the church at
home, resulting from failure to enter doors of opportunity,
is that the largest manifestation of the spirit of Jesus
Christ is withheld from those who do not wholly obey.
Therefore, if we would have the irresistable current of the
energy of God coursing through the church in her work,
both at home and abroad, let us follow with more purpose
of heart the pathway of obedience to the missionary com-
mand of Christ."

ANNUAL MEETING OF BOARD.

We informed our readers in last months issue of this
magazine that the annual meeting of our Board of mis-
sions would occur May 9th, 1905 at 7:30 p. m. and that at
that hour Bishop Floyd would preach the annual sermon.
Next day will be given largely to hearing the reports of
secretary, treasurer and executive committee, and attend-
ing to routine business, relating to the past, and to dis-
cussing recommendations and suggestions to General
Conference.

After the above was written the following was received
from Bro. M. Wright which we here insert just as it was
written. "The Board of missions will convene in annual
session in Caledonia, Michigan, May 9, 1905, at 7:30 in the
afternoon." _

NOW I AM READY TO DIE.

During the two years, and more that we preached for
the Congregationalists, a member of one of the churches
we served, became very sick, and after lingering a week or
more died. The last time we visited him he said he still
owed two dollars toward meeting his part of the expenses
of keeping up the church at that place, and that all he had
in the world to pay it with was a young sheep. Then said
he a neighbor of his wanted that sheep, and requested us
to tell him he could have it for $2, which we did, and the
sheep changed owners the $2 was paid, and then said that
man of God, "Now I am ready to die." His family by ex-
travagance, and dolessness, had wasted a good deal of money
and left the old brother without any ready cash. His farm
of 80 acres, he had kept unencumbered by great effort, and
now that he was about to go into the presence of God he
felt the $2 must be paid, and he well knew it would not be
done after his death.

THE STUFF THEY ARE MADE OF.

The following, which we clip from one of our exchanges,
under the above heading, is as true of some of our converts
in Africa, as it is in the New Hebrides.

These native preachers—what kind of stuff are they
made of? Read the following and see: Rev. Fred Paton,
the son of our veteran Dr. Paton of the New Hebrides, un-
der whom some of our native preachers are working, is on
the island of Tanna, which is inhabited by warlike canni-
bals. A few weeks ago he received word from an inland
chief that he wanted to talk about the worship and would
Mr. Paton come and see him. It was a dangerous under-
taking, but without a thought of self, Mr. Paton, accom-
panied by a native teacher, set out.

During one of the talks the quick eye of the native
preacher saw a cannibal in the bush with a musket leveled
and pointed at Mr. Paton.

As the native fired, the preacher sprang before Mr.
Paton and received the entire charge in his body. The
native now a few feet away, fired again, but in a marvel-
ous manner Mr. Paton's life was spared. The native
preacher died in a few minutes. That's the kind of men
you can support for $30 per year in the New Hebrides.
They will preach and teach these cannibals from among
whom they themselves were converted, and will, when nec-
cessary, die for the cause of Christ to save their beloved
missionary.

APPALLING FACTS.

In the Regions Beyond, Miss Guinness presents certain
appalling facts for the consideration of the servants of
the Lord:

"China, to many of us little more than a name, means
to Him 200,000,000 human souls for whom he died, but who
have never yet heard of him. For if you give to every
foreign missionary in China a parish of 71,000—far more
than any worker can possibly reach,—you have still 200,-
000,000 living and dying there 'without God and without
hope.'

"India's 285,000,000 inhabitants outnumber the com-
bined populations of Russia, Germany, France, Great
Britain and Ireland, Spain and Portugal, Holland and
Belgium, Italy, Greece, Austria, Hungary, Norway and
Sweden, Denmark and Switzerland. Were its population
equally divided among its 1,686 missionaries, each would
have a parish of 165,864 persons. Or if you give to each
foreign evangelist 47,240 souls to one shepherd,—and think
what labor would be involved in presenting the gospel to
forty or fifty thousand heathen minds in such a way that
its inner light, its divinity, depths, and power should be
fully understood, — if granting each missionary wit,
wisdom, and grace to meet so great a need, you reckon as
his or her share 47,240 souls, you have still 200,000,000 left
unreached.

"And of Africa what shall we say? What of the un-
lifted darkness of the vast interior Soudan? What of the
untouched millions on the whole course of the Nile, where
from Uganda to close on the Mediterranean it runs through
pagan countries without one gospel light ? With an area
of 12,000,000 square miles, equaling all Europe and all
North America combined, her population is estimated at
200,000,000, one seventh of the whole human race. One-
sixth of the pagan population of the globe is found in
Africa. Five hundred of her languages and dialects have
never yet been reduced to writing. From Senegambia
4,500 miles across to Abyssinia, 90,000,000, and 100 languages
into which the Word of God has never been translated, it
lies unentered, almost untouched. The Koran is carried
thither by the Arab. The gospel by Christians? No.
Traders have reached the heart of this country. Gin and
gunpowder are finding their way in thither. But messen-
gers of Jesus?—the water of life? Not yet."

FOR THE GUIDANCE OF AUTHORS.

The Macmillen company, of New York City, have pub-
lished a pamphlet of sixty-six pages, entitled, "Notes for
the guidance of authors in the submission of manuscripts
to publishers," which sells for twenty-five cents, that
is full of good thoughts for all who write for the
press. _

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven."—Jesus.


