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A Layman Sees the Church Move Forward

The Importance of the Church

The work of laymen in the field of missionary enter-
prise has been by no means negligible. Since the time
when the Laymen’s Missionary Movement began at the
Volunteer Convention at Nashville in 1906, laymen in many
denominations have been giving their best thought and ef-
fort to this task. Men prominent in American life have
been instrumental in developing missionary consciousness
in America as demonstrated by the fact that the annual
giving to foreign missions by our Protestant Churches in-
creased within two decades from $9,000,000 to $45,000,000.
Along with this, and by far the most important result, was
the releasing of spiritual force which became more closely
related to the program of expansion in Kingdom building.

It is significant that we as laymen feel a strong bond
of unity with the clergy in this cause. We are a part of
a universal movement under the leadership of one who can
not faill

Clothed with his Spirit we are a part of the most “rad-
ical” movement ever begun among men, more radical than
humanly inspired “isms.” Wherever the Gospel is preached
with power, it turns the world upside down; wherever men
begin to comprehend it, it works reforms and revolutions
in their lives. How marvelous a concept is ‘“The Father-
nhood of God”! But even this thoughi would not have
brought the long train of opposition which has followed
the saints, if Christ had not shown them how to carry his
principles into action. His trust in the Father and his ser-
vice to those in need have set the standard for missionary
exploits. Our religion begins at home, but it is not a stay-
at-home religion. We must grow at home, but we must also
expand into all the world.

It is for a more dynamic feaching mission, a more con-
vincing preaching mission, and a more consecrated giving
mission, that we wish to see OUR CHURCH move forward.

We are all eager to see our Church moving forward,
keeping in step with the panoramic vision laid out before
us by the revelations of the Gospel. To do this the leader-
ship of the ministry and of the laity must pool resources
and experience. The world to-day is a world absorbed in
its own motion; it will not heed an uncertain voice. It is,
therefore, incumbent upon this body, representing the
Church of The United Brethren in Christ (O.C.), to speak
with and upon the authority of God’s Word. We are deal-
ing with the most basic responsibility ever placed upon men
—the duty and privilege of working with the Heavenly
Father in salvaging men from total destruction,

The church is important in proportion to its spiritual
vision. There can be no solitary religion. Jesus expressed
religion as love to God and love to man. Our corporate
relationships will demonstrate to the world whether we are
for God or merely for ourselves. Our love must go out
through the channels of our society, and for this reason
the church stands upon one of the elemental necessities of
human nature. If, through neglect and ignorance, the
church should be swept away, something like it would come
forth from the rubble of its foundations. The church is
founded upon an elemental necessity of human life.

The church is also an extension of the “Incarnation.”
Only once did “the Word become flesh” to dwell among us,
but in a very real sense the church is carrying on the work
of the Incarnation through its Christian social body. It
does not live for its own purposes, but for the purpose of
manifesting in time an ETERNAL PURPOSE. It is the
best serving institution on earth. Within its confines are
found individuals of the highest type in an unbroken fel-
lowship around the world. It is one with the centuries,
and recognizes neither class or racial barriers. This is the
true church within the boundaries of the Spiritual King-
dom.

Wilford P. Musgrave, Ph.D.

The church is the mother of movements. She has
brought forth the arts, education, reformation, and mis-
sions. She has given to the world a concept of the value of
life and personality as evaluated by God himself, and thus
has furnished the very germ from which has sprung our
democratic institutions. Thomas Mgnn said: “DEMO-
CRACY IS THE POLITICAL EXPRESSION OF CHRIS-
TIANITY.” Her labors have made possible our hospitals.
asylums, and correctional institutions. Indeed the church
has been and IS a healer of the nations. Dr. Mann doubt-
less should have said CHRISTIANITY IS THE MOTHER
OF DEMOCRACY! 1

For Christianity is creative in g creative society. We
are daily becoming more conscious of the fact that the de-
nomination is not the church—the church is bigger. The
church is not the Kingdom, though it contains the best life
of the Kingdom. Ifs primary function is the worship of
God in preparation for and in carrying outf the divine com-
mission of evangelism. How can this best be accomplish-
ed? How may we accelerate the forward movement of our
denomination so that we may take a fuller share of the re-
sponsibility which is laid wpon the universal church?

The Church Moves Forward

In any answer to this question there are at least three
definite considerations which should receive a large share
of our attention. (1) THE NECESSITY OF SPIRITUAL
VISION; (2) CONSTRUCTIVE POLICIES; and (3) A PRO-
GRAM OI' EXPANSION.

Lin Yutang, in a recent book entitled Between Tears
and Loughter, says that: “A layman is a man who sug-
gests that a thing can be done, and an expert is one who
knows exactly how a thing can’t be done.” ... “It has
sometimes seemed to me that we don’t need the Four Free-
doms, but only one Freedom—Freedom from Humbug. The
supreme modern humbug is that the mere possession of
facts is a good excuse and justification for dispensing with
principles.” Christians have too often taken the so-called
expert’s point of view. We have regarded the world as an
agglomeration of discordant elements, while we, WITHIN
OURSELVES, were the dealers in souls, and the only
blessing in the present order. We have too frequently for-
gotten the self-resigned example of Christ. We have dealt
in facts and have neglected principles.
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News Briefs

ANNUAL BOARD MEETING

The three-day convention at Hillsdale, Michigan, was
a time of refreshing. Inspiring addresses and the mingling
with friends and church leaders tends to buoy up one’s
spirit for the rendering of better service back home. We
caught visions of a new world, and heard the part we were
to play in it. All in all it was a grand conventiomn.

Some over a hundred from outside Hillsdale registered
as delegates and visitors. Sixty-seven ministers were pres-
ent something during the convention. The offerings—four
in all—totaled $1,013.20.

A surprise number on our program was the presence
of Rev. Paul Ford who, that very week, returned from the
Bahama Islands where he and his wife are serving as mis-
sionaries. Rev. Ford hurried from Miami, Florida, and
arrived in time to spend Saturday with our group. He gave
an instructive and challenging message and answered
many guestions with respect to the work in the West Indies.

The Mission Board made very definite plans for the
opening of work somewhere in that area. Announcements
will be made very soon.

The Mission Board Minutes will carry a complete record
of the ninetieth session of the Domestic, Frontier and
Foreign Missionary Society. Plan to buy a copy. They will
be ready sool.

MICHIGAN CONFERENCE

We learn that a second congregation tagged “United
Brethren” is to be found within the city of Kalamazoo. The
work of the second church is moving on encouragingly, so
a late report states. We have few particulars. The new
work is likely the result of Rev. Price’s broadcasting. May
God bless the work in this city.

BICYCLE FUND

The first response to the appeal for bicycles, as ap-
peared in Rev. Bowman’s message as found in the May
issue of this magazine, comes from Mr. and Mrs. W. H.
Dunkin of Bryan, Ohio. In behalf of the Christian pastor
or teacher whose travels will be made easier by the use of
this convenience, we express to these kind friends most
sincere thanks.

LISTEN IN

Each Thursday EWT over the Blue Network Dr. Francis
C. Stifler, Secretary for Public Relations of the American
Bible Society, will broadcast the latest news about the un-
failing ministry of the world's greatest Book—the Bible.
Tune in. He speaks each Thursday from June 1 to Sep-
tember 28.

SELF DENIAL

We have reached the eight thousand dollar mark to-
ward the $10,000.00 goal. Some funds have been received
since the first of June, the date of the written report as
found on page 5. To the entire church we offer thanks. To
the dear Lord be the glory and praise.

MUD CHAPELS

With the opening of new stations in Africa—already
begun—mud chapels will be much in demand. Grown-ups
and children are rallying to this need.

At Mt, Zion, White River conference the children very
ably demonstrated their ability to put on a missionary pro-
gram, It was splendid. Affer a short talk on the need of
chapels, and the heathen shrines of Africa, by the writer,
the pastor, Rev. Eugene Rawley asked his people for an
offering. They had set as their goal fifty dollars. The good
folks responded with real Scripture measure. They will
name the chapel and a picture will be presented to this
children’s group as soon as the building can be erected.
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The Necessity of Spiritual Vision

The first vital step, therefore, in the forward march of
the church is a true spiritual vision—a balanced spiritual
perspective. Spiritual vision involves attitudes, faith, and
action. The church becomes through its individual mem-
bers and collectively “PAINFULLY” conscious of the re-
sponsibility of the Master’s call to “GO INTO ALL THE
WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPEL.” The church that
preaches only to itself is soon like a foot with an in-grow-
ing toenail—a pain to itself. Then soon the whole body is
in torture. Vision makes us aware of-the world’s needs
and draws us out of ourselves.

When we become conscious of these overwhelming needs
of men, we can not rest until we meet the challenge of ser-
vice, if we are in close relationship with God and obey the
plain commands of the Word. This means that the church
must be constantly, spiritually alive. There is a danger in
depending always upon revivalism to keep us on active
duty. If the church must everlastingly struggle with itself
to keep awake, and must take shots in the arm to be able
to move, all its time will be so occupied in SELF that the
needs of the unsaved become totally obscured.

To be sure, we need revivals. We need them as long
as we can not live more consistently near to our Lord. But
revivalism may become an opiate, lulling us to sleep in the
midst of the world’s devastation. The unsaved world needs

more than revival; it needs a complete REBIRTH into
NEWNESS OF LIFE!
To carry out “THE GREAT COMMISSION,” the

church must have a matured faith in God and in the King-
dom, which Christ taught us to pray for as a possibility on
earth even as it is now in Heaven. Wherever men have not
heard the Gospel, or having heard have failed to under-

stand and accepf it, there is the unequivocal responsibility
for the church. As long as there is one town in the United
States without a church; as long as there is one section of
our cities without Missions or churches; as long as distant
areas of the earth are groping in spiritual darkness, THERE
is a plain call to duty for the church—OUR CHURCH.

Spiritual vision will actuate us to ask largely. We shall
not be satisfied to build on some lonely knob; Christ would
have us go where the multitudes are thronging. He would
have us honor the Father with the best that we have.

To-day. as never before, people are seeing the world
in its global aspects. It is a golden opportunity for the
ministry and the laity to present the Kingdom in its total
perspective. Perhaps, like Christ, we shall have to visit
Zacchaeus. We can not always present the Gospel in the
synagogue. Our spiritual power.is too often dissipated be-
cause we do nothing actively to build the Kingdom else-
where. We keep pumping up ourselves for what? Nothing!
Then to keep going we resort to a revival. Our power will
increase as we use it. The steam of spiritual energy will
increase the pressure necessary for Kingdom performance,
if we constantly work and pray. Our hands will then be
empowered to resurrect a world dead in sin.

Spiritual vision is imperative for the church which
moves forward. Through it we shall become aware of the
needs of the world; through it our faith will mature;
through it we shall ask largely, and our Kingdom perspec-
tive—a balanced world view of God’s plans and purposes
for men—will take hold of our lives until his claims upon us
will take precedence over all else. Thus religion becomes
more than a superstition, and develops character pure and
untrammeled. It becomes a mark of reality.

(Continued in the July-August issue)



