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An Interview with the Reverend Howard O. Jones 

Howard Jones has been an associate evangelist on the Billy Graham Team since 1958. Part 
of each year he spends in Africa conducting evangelistic crusades. His weekly broadcast, 
"The Hour of Freedom," is heard over radio station ELWA in Monrovia, Liberia. 

Mr. Jones was invited to Huntington College Seminary, Huntington, Indiana to teach an 
interim course entitled "The Black Church in America" during the month of January, 
1970. The questions and answers which follow are excerpts from an interview with Mr. 
Jones by a student in Huntington College, Rev. Harry Sparling. 

Q. Mr. Jones, I'm not enrolled in the Interim and 
am not familiar with the nature of the course, 
"The Black Church in America." Could you tell 
us something about it? 

A . I've been invited by the college here to do a 
series of lectures on the subject, "The Black 
Church in America," and much of this material 
is based on a book that I wrote about two or 
three years ago. A number of the professors here 
were acquainted with it, and in light of the 
situation facing America, they felt that such a 
course would be of great benefit to the students 
and the institution. 

Q. What do you feel is the significance of a 
course of this length and on this particular 
subject? 

A . Well, I think it is very, very important in light 
of the fact that we are in what is called a 
revolution in America, a social revolution. Many 
refer to it as being the Black Revolution, and by 
that they mean that it is a revolution in which 
black people are being heard. They are saying 
some important things. They are expressing their 
viewpoint, and I feel that in light of what's 
happening here that a course of this kind is very 
important because we are not only dealing with 
the black church per se, but we are also dealing 
with conditions that relate to the black church. 
A n d of course, we also have to deal with the 
white church. 

The very fact that we have a black church in 
America is an indictment upon white Christians 
because they did not really practice the 
principles of Christianity during the days of 
slavery, and consequently the black Christian 
slaves eventually had to form their own 
church. 

I wish we didn't have to talk about a black 
church or a white church, that we could just talk 
about "The Church" which is set forth in the 
Scriptures, but since we have this division, we 
have to talk about the black church and white 
church. A n d then it's significant that this is one 

of the first, if not the first, white college in the 
United States that has initiated a program like 
this for an extended period of time for credit. 
Huntington College is a pioneer in this field, and 
we could wish that other schools might get 
motivated along these same lines. 

Q. Do you consider it to have been worthwhile to 
you personally and to your ministry to help 
pioneer, or to teach, in such a course as "The 
Black Church in America"? 

A . Yes, very much so. I have enjoyed these days. 
It has been refreshing for me to minister to 
students . . . . I think that if a change is going to 
come, and we are hoping that it will come, the 
young people are going to bring about this 
change. 

In this course already I have had many of the 
young people come to me personally and say, "I 
never knew I had prejudice until I got into the 
class." A girl told me yesterday in a conference, 
"I had racial prejudice, but I can say that 
because of this class this has all been taken 
away." So if nothing else happens, it's worth it 
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Evangelists Tom Skinner (r.) and Howard Jones answer 
questions on race problems at a press conference in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

because these young people eventually are going 
to become leaders in the community. 

Q. What is happening in the black church? 

A . Today the black church finds itself in a very 
difficult position. The revolution that we're 
experiencing is having a profound effect upon 
the churches. The church finds itself in a 
difficult position in regards to young people. 
Many of our college and university young people 
are bypassing the church. They've discarded the 
church because they feel that the black church is 
s t i l l promoting traditional American 
Christianity. These students have been affected 
by the black militants and have written off 
Christianity. 

Other young people feel that the church has 
failed to prepare them spiritually to meet the 
problems of life. Our young people feel that the 
church has not been relevant; it has not related 
its message to the nitty-gritty problems of life. It 
has not interpreted the Bible to the present 
generation. 

A n d then, of course, the church has been 
affected, as I said, by the black militants. 
Theologically the church is being challenged by 
some militants who are saying that Jesus Christ 
was not white, but He was black . . . . He wasn't 
a blonde, blue-eyed Jesus, but He was black. 
A n d you're finding the church in this theological 
crisis, so things are happening in the black 
church . . . . Y o u see, aside from the other 
leaders that we have in the black community, 
the black minister is still the leader of the black 
masses. He's held this position from the days of 
slavery. 

For the first time, perhaps, in the history of 
the black church the Negro minister's role is 
being challenged by militants who are trying to 

steal his leadership from him. They want to 
crush the black church. One black militant said 
not long ago, " B y the year 2000, there won't be 
any black churches in America." Well, I think he 
has exaggerated his s t a t e m e n t . . . . 

A n d they are attacking the ministry because 
there are men who unfortunately do not live up 
to the principles of the Bible and whose lives are 
a contradiction to what they preach . . . . Many 
young people still think that the minister ought 
to be a man of God. 

It's the same with the whites. We talk with 
white young people that have a lot to say about 
some of their preachers that aren't up to par. We 
have the same problem. 

Q. Is there a possibility of open revolution or 
revolt, or a crisis of some nature that could 
erupt in America? 

A . Yes, I think so. I think that right now this 
country is ripe for another race war. We could 
have another civil war in this country. Both 
sides are arming. Look at the Black 
P a n t h e r s . . . . It's the same with the whites. In 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, not long ago, I looked 
in the paper one Saturday, and I saw a picture 
of a group of white women taking lessons on 
how to shoot rifles. Both sides are preparing, 
and we could have an open racial w a r . . . . So 
unless some definite changes take place, that's 
what is going to happen, and the blood of both 
races is going to stain our streets . . . . 

Though we need better laws and legislation, 
yet I believe that God works through His 
church. I believe that if black and white 
Christians would get together and repent and be 
reconciled with one another, I believe then God 
would intervene in this crisis and would save us. 
Unless that happens (This is my own opinion 
now), I see no hope for America. There's so 
much hatred; there's so much bitterness. 

There's an element in our race, like there's an 
element in your race, that is looking for open 
racial confrontations. They want it. But I think 
that we could escape this if we could meet the 
conditions. 

Q. Do you find any scriptural teachings 
concerning interracial marriages? 

A . I have searched the Scriptures. I don't find 
any Scriptures that one could use against an 
interracial marriage, that is, if that marriage is 
within the law, say two believers getting married 
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Together With Christ 

—Marvin Rowley 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth (Genesis 1:1). And God said, Let us make 
man in our own image after our likeness (Genesis 
1:26). 

Together God created 
heaven and earth, 

plants and animals, 
life full and free; 

Man and nature as His partners, 
together with the Father, 

and the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. 
Together man and wife shared 

His creation, 
on this planet 

following God's perfect plan. 
Together man and wife disobeyed 

that perfect plan 
and died. 

Self came forth; 
together was impossible, 

but God said: 

Her seed shall bruise your head and you shall 
bruise his heel (Genesis 3:15). 

Together the Father 
gave the Son 

and the Spirit carried out His plan. 
A n d it is written: 

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth 
(John 1:14). 

Together God shared our experiences. 
He was born as we are born. 

He grew as we grow. 
He was a baby, 

learning 
to eat, 

to walk, 
to talk, 

to read, 
to work, 

and growing: 
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He was a child 
dependent upon His earthly family 

for food, 
for shelter, 

for clothing, 
for love, 

for existence, 
and growing: 

He was a teen-ager 
seeking His place, 

subject to parents, 
training for His task, 

waiting His time, 
and growing: 

He was an adult 
earning His bread, 

serving His generation, 
a carpenter. 

He was one of us, 
flesh and blood, 

bone and muscle, 
a man among men 

of whom it was said: 

Which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled of the Word of life (I John 1:1). 
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Together with the Father 
and the Spirit, 

the Son 
walked this earth 

showing God's wil l for man, 
calling His disciples, 

and sharing 
our food, 

our shelter, 
sharing every 

experience 
but sin; 

A n d He said: 

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up (John 
3:14). 

Together He showed 
God's perfect way; 

then alone 
on a cross 

He died 

a criminal's death 
for my crimes. 

then alone 
on Calvary 

Together with God 
Jesus Christ made salvation 

possible for every man. 
Together with the Father 

and the Spirit, 
the Son 

extended His hands 
Uniting God and man. 

Together they reach 
to the world 

with our hands 
showing God's way 

as Christ lives 
in us showing: 

Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life (Matthew 7:14). 

Together with Christ 
we enter 

the narrow way. 
We leave 

sin, 
and self, 

and the world 
at His feet 

and He tells us: 

Mr. Rowley is a member of the First U.B. Church, 
Philomath, Oregon. This devotional message was 
given at the Mid-year Council of the Pacific 
Conference 

The water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life 
(John 4:14). 

Together with Christ 
is moving 

and overflowing; 
reaching out 

stretching down 
to the lost 

in all walks 
of life 

to expand His body. 
Together with Christ 

we unite 
our wills 

our souls 
our spirits 

our lives 
Christ bonding us 

to God forever 
and leading us on 

He promises: 

Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world (Matthew 28:20). 

Together we carry His cross, 
and bear His burdens, 

lightened by sharing, 
Moving toward eternity, 

ever growing, 
as He leads the way: 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 
with me (Psalm 23:4). 

Together with Christ 
we approach death 

hand in hand. 
He conquered death. 

He emptied His grave. 
He will empty mine. 

He is our guide. 
He knows the way. 

He leads us on 
to glory. 

Together with Christ we wil l sing 
at the end of the ages. 

We will sing His song, 
share in His creation 

as His sons 
Because we 

are 
united 

Together With Christ 
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While attending a public function, Jesus noticed 
that many of the guests sought out prominent 
places of honor in being seated. He advised that 
the more proper thing would be to take the less 
desirable position and let the host place the guests 
of honor according to his wishes. 

If he chose to invite one from a lower position 
to a higher place, he could say, "Come up higher, 
my friend," without embarrassment. As a person 
moved from one place to another, the 
congregation would notice the special respect 
being paid to the individual. Jesus was giving a 
lesson on humility. 

Jesus' parable in Luke 14:7-11, was directed 
principally to the Pharisees. But it also has 
application for us even in this sophiscated 
twentieth century. 

So often we notice that the back pews are filled 
first in our churches. Why is this? Could it be that 
the ones sitting there are so humble and are 
waiting for the minister or usher to invite them 
forward to the choice seats in the church—the 
front pews? 

Let's visit the back rows and interview some of 
the occupants asking them, "Why did you choose 
to sit here for this service?" 

Answer 1. I always choose to sit as near the back 
as possible. I guess it's just a habit. 

Evaluation: We are creatures of habit. If I could 
convince you that this is a bad habit, would you 
begin next Sunday to practice a better one? 

Answer 2. We have small children in our family. 
We want to be in the service and we feel we cause 
less distraction back here. Also, once in a while we 
find it necessary to leave the sanctuary with a 
child and it is naturally easier to do so with a 
minimum of attention from others. 

Evaluation: Your motives seem valid. We want the 
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"Come Up Higher, My Friends" 

Duane A . Reahm 
Bishop of East District 

whole family to attend our church as often as 
possible. Many of our churches are not equipped 
with nurseries and do not provide children's 
services and the little ones are more restless. 

Answer 3. Our gang likes to sit in the back because 
we like to whisper and at times read our Sunday 
school paper, and we don't like others watching 
us. 

Evaluation: How much shall I say about this being 
a worship service when a congregation comes into 
the presence of God in a very unique way? 

Answer 4. Honestly, I do not enjoy coming to 
church. I suppose slumping down in the back seat 
is actually a silent protest against my being 
here. 

Evaluation: I admire you for facing your situation 
honestly. However, your spiritual condition should 
alarm you and you should be seeking a right 
relationship with God. I must admit some of our 
services are dull because of cold-hearted 
congregations or pastors, or both, but as a good 
steward, it is my responsibility to participate as 
wholesomely as possible and help set the pace for 
worshipers. 

Answer 5. I feel quite like the one you just talked 
to, but I would add that I do not like the pastor 
very well and I do not want to get involved in the 
church. 

Evaluation: A l l of us have friends who seem closer 
to us than others. It would take quite a 
psychological discussion to adequately cover this 
subject. We must not forget that believers are part 
of the body of Christ and that I am meeting with 
them to worship God through my faith in Christ. 
The pastor is a vital part of the program of the 
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Luke Warm 
Any Church 
Anytown in the World 

Dear Luke, 
When my imps brought me word about what took place at the board meeting 

Wednesday night at the Church I was plenty disturbed. That's why I 
thought I should get word to you right away. This could be of great harm to 
me. 

Luke, as you know, the "March to Sunday School in March" contest will be 
held next month. Well, the board members are all fired up about it. A revival 
almost broke out in the board meeting. My split hooves are still shaking in my 
boots. They have a contest lined up that has been used against me by many 
churches with huge success. 

As though that weren't bad enough they are having one of my old bosom 
buddies that turned on me for a special speaker the first Sunday morning of the 
contest which will be March 1. His name is Sonny Cuesta. He was a dope addict 
for 17 years. You wouldn't think after all that time that he would turn on me, 
would you? He's a minister for Christ now and pastoring a church near Dayton, 
Ohio. 

I'm plenty scared! He causes me trouble everywhere he goes. He makes even 
my best friends to turn on me. He acts out "with-drawl" and his life in Sing 
Sing with such realism and tells his whole life's story with me and how God 
took him out of my clutches. 

You know I really do think that the Church is going to win that 
contest. Not only that but Rev. Cuesta has so much of the Spirit of Christ, 
revival might just break out. I just feel it's the next thing coming at that church. 

This is what I want you to do during this campaign. I expect you'll have to 
go once or twice for appearances, but when you go, act bored. Don't sing, let 
the song leader sweat it out. During preaching, don't listen and make it a point 
to whisper to your neighbor so he can't hear either. When people comment on 
the wonderful service, throw cold water on it. 

We've got to keep people away and I'm depending on you. If you and a lot 
of others will stay away, attendance will be small. Don't put much in the 
offering and then they won't be likely to have special speakers or order contest 
material anymore to be used against me. 

Now Luke, watch yourself. These meetings might stir you up until you'd be 
active in that work. You can't be on both sides. I'd hate to lose you as a 
friend. I'm depending on you to hold the line. 

Your constant companion. 

Satan 
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