
Survey of M.Ed. Program Completers 

 

Instrument: 

 Survey Monkey “M.Ed. Survey” 

 

Sent to: 

 8 M.Ed. Candidates who completed the program in 2011 

 8 M.Ed. Candidates who completed the program in 2012 

 17 M.Ed. Candidates completing the program in 2013 

 

Respondents:   

 22 total  

 67% response rate 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

  



 

1. how to do action research this is harsh, but it's an honest answer -- i should have taken my courses 
elsewhere, been finished in less time with less debt and far fewer over-the-top requirements, and still have 
earned the same degree/same salary. 

2. In my undergraduate work we learned a lot of "how to's". How to teach, how to grade, etc. The masters 
program at HU has really taught me how to be a leader in my profession as well as a master teacher using 
current techniques that have been proven effective. 

3. I benefited most from the confidence I gained in my understanding of best practices and the use of 
technology. I grew as a professional, in that I am able to communicate more clearly with other professional 
peers as well as my students. I have recently taken on the responsibility of managing a preservice teacher 
and have found the experience to be as rich for me as it is for her. I would not have been ready to take on 
that kind of task before the M.Ed. program because I was not confident in myself as a practitioner. 
Therefore, the things I learned and gained from this program were not solely an education, but the 
confidence to be a true steward of education. 

4. The concept behind the "understanding by design" technique. 

5. I think I learned that all teachers fight the same battles. I also learned that education is always changing, 
never get comfortable. 

6. Different ways to teach and interact with different students. 

7. Writing an Action Research paper. 

8. I don't know where to begin on this one. I feel like the whole program made me a better educator. It was 
amazing to have the theoretical and foundational ideas in class make sense in a practical way, because it 
seemed that every project could relate to my current teaching situation. I felt like I took something tangible 
away from every course that gave me knowledge and expertise to improve my effectiveness as an 
educator. I really enjoyed the interaction with the other students who also helped me learn ways to better 
myself in practical ways on the job. I felt like I had a refresher course on all the things from undergraduate 
school that I really didn't understand in a working sense at the time. Taking the courses while living in the 
world of study made the learning stick in a way that it could not if I was just reading texts and discussing 
them. The program was rigorous, and yet, because I was learning so much, I felt constantly energized! 

9. I found Action Research to be the most beneficial. The process learned from it is still used in making 
educational decisions 

10. Practice and learning of differentiated instruction. 

11. The current issues class was beneficial. 

12. Curriculum Design - opened my eyes to the social clicks that went on in my room and helped me be aware 
of some students who were being left out of social groups. 

13. Curriculum Design and Technology 

14. What was most beneficial was the interaction and discussions during class time. 

15. The action research project was a very rewarding process and one I plan on trying throughout future years. 

16. One of the most valuable things this program offers is the opportunity to learn and interact with colleagues 
from all grade levels. I also benefited from the Understanding by Design coursework. 

17. I loved each and every course, and gained so much knowledge and how to look at things in a different way. 
The current issues class really sparked me to have a voice and take more of an interest in what is 
happening in the world of education. 

18. That we should be continually seeking out current research in education and following those best practices. 

19. The master of Ed program confirmed that many of the things I was already doing were indeed best practice 
strategies. It also provided additional research and supporting evidence. 

20. One of the most beneficial items for me was being able to research the most recent research-based 
practices and implement them immediately into the classroom setting. 

 



 

1. please adjust expectations regarding what is required of practicing teachers. be informed and sensitive to 
the huge demands on our time and energy. we are mentally, emotionally, and physically exhausted 
between August and May! 

2. I think Current issues and Critical readings could be combined into one course. Then you could require a 
class that deals more with instructional techniques. 

3. I can see the importance and reasoning for each of the required courses and for this reason it is hard to say 
that I would drop or change any of them. 

4. Possibly the Current Issues course. 

5. Reading in the content area. 

6. One of the most beneficial things about the program as a whole was the opportunity to interact and share 
ideas with other teachers - don't lose that. 

7. I would liked to have had more content based classes such as history. 

8. ? 

9. It would be nice to have more courses that let you specialize in an area 

10. Critical readings and current issues seemed quite redundant. 

11. I would like to see it changed by being more purposeful. Maybe having the research turn into grant writing. 

12. Critical Readings - there is way too much work involved for the amount of time a working teacher has. 

13. Action Research was VERY time consuming. 

14. Consistency within the courses when instructors change. Some instructors required a reasonable amount of 
work and others required an overwhelming load or changed throughout the semester as they "found" 
something new to add on. 

15. Courses like Classroom Management and Current Issues felt like they were aimed more at undergrad 
students. 

16. I loved it all - instructors, classmates, hybrid format, everything! 

17. All courses proved to be relevant and applicable to my teaching situation in some way. 

18. Critical readings included a large amount of information which needed to be digested within a short amount 
of time. It is one of the classes that I felt I was unable to retain or glean as much knowledge and implement 
into my classroom. 

 

  



 

1. Alternative Education 

2. I think reading specialist or reading recovery teachers are extremely important as well as special needs 
professionals. If there was a teacher that only dealt with the kids on the Autism/Aspergers spectrum she 
would be working overtime. I think there is a new clinic opening with Parkview Huntington because of the 
regions high demand; this kind of specialized degree would be a wonderful addition to any educational 
setting. Many students would benefit from having a teacher who's focus was understanding the special 
needs of a student with Autism/Aspergers. I also wonder about an alternative education such as online, and 
tech or trade schools at the middle and high school levels. We are seeing more and more behavior issues 
that could be solved with an alternative setting. Unfortunately, funding is always the real issue. I don't have 
any real answers. I'm more of an ideas kind of girl. So I don't know if these could be "tracks" or just random 
thoughts to consider, ponder, and ignore, but you asked. Have a super day! 

3. Instruction geared toward the gifted and talented. 

4. I would have been interested in the Reading Specialist track. I also would have liked to be able to get a 
kindergarten endorcement. 

5. Reading specialist would have been nice. Also things for secondary teacher. 

6. ? 

7. Any programs that let you specialize in an area 

8. Special needs, high ability, school counselor? 

9. Special Education 

10. Special Needs or Reading Specialist would both be great additions! 

11. Reading specialist 

12. Guidance Counselor; Administration 

13. Not sure of any right now. 

14. A reading specialist concentration may be beneficial, or even a behavioral (autism specific) specialty that 
would focus on the evidence-based practices for students with sensory, visual, or additional needs. 

 


