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Graduate Counseling Program 

We provide Christ-centered, quality counselor training that 

promotes 
both scholarship and service. 

 
CN608 (residential) - Methods and Practice of Research and 

Evaluation 

Summer Semester, 2018 

 

Faculty Information: 
 

Faculty name:  
 

Dr. Aleksandar Drobnjakovic 
 

Campus: 
 

2303 College Ave., Huntington, IN, 46750 

 

Office Hours: 

 

Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

 

Term Dates: 

 

May 7 – June 14, 2018 

 

Class Meeting Times: 

 

Monday 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Thursday 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

 

Contact Information (email & phone): 

 

Email: adrobnjakovic@huntington.edu  

 

Phone #: 260.359.4324 

 

Instructor’s General Availability to Students:  

I am available most frequently by email. I check my emails regularly and will respond within 
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reasonable time. If you would like to meet with me individually, please schedule a time. 

 

Short faculty biography: 

 

Dr. Aleksandar (Alex) Drobnjakovic joined Huntington University in the fall of 2017 as the 

Director of Graduate Counseling Program and the Assistant Professor of Counseling. Among 

the other, his main responsibility is leading the continuing development of graduate curriculum 

and teaching graduate counseling courses.  

 

He received a Bachelor of Theology (2006) and MA in Pastoral Care and Counseling (2008) 

from Sydney College of Divinity, Sydney, Australia. In 2016, he earned Doctoral degree in 

Counselor Education and Supervision from Argosy University, Nashville.  

 

His previous work experience includes serving as an assistant of the Director of Clinical 

Training, CACREP accreditation committee member, Student Appeal Committee member, and 

Dissertation Research Advisor at Argosy University, Nashville. In his spear time, he enjoys 

playing guitar, and along with his wife Tilija traveling, hiking, watching basketball, and 

attending music and artistic performances. 

 

Course Description 

 

An examination of basic research methods and practice, including quantitative and 

qualitative designs, research reporting and evaluation, ethical considerations and the use of 

computers in data collection and analysis. Additional emphasis on need assessment and 

program evaluation. (3 credit hours). 

 

Course Prerequisites:  

 

None 

 

Course Length: 

 

6 Weeks (Monday and Thursday)  

 

Contact Hours:  

 

36 hours 

 

Credit Hours: 

 

3.0 

 

Method of Instruction and Course Requirements 

 

This class includes live classes with lecture on course material supplementing and expanding 

on textbook knowledge, class discussion, case presentations, skill building exercises, and other 

teaching methods utilized to monitor and facilitate students’ self-awareness, professionalism, 
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and the integration of academic and experiential learning. Assignments include individual 

and/or group projects. Students are expected and encouraged to actively participate in this 

learning experience. 

 

Discussion Forums (DF):  

 

Students are expected to engage in graduate level class participation that includes regular 

class attendance and involvement with peers through in-class discussions. In the face-to-face 

version of this course, we spend substantial time in class discussing the readings—the 

Houser text as well as the assigned articles in light of the Houser readings. These “public” 

discussions are spaces where you can present your feedback on the assigned readings by 

responding to a discussion prompt. Then, you will have the opportunity to reflectively 

comment on your classmates’ responses to the prompt as well. Specifics of the week are 

given which may include 

questions, articles to read and evaluate, online resources to review and/or videos to view as 

part 

of participation in the weekly discussion forum. Follow directions in each weekly discussion 

forum. Students will write an initial Discussion Forum Post due by the Monday and 

Thursday of the assigned week (classroom activity) and will submit two responses to 

classmates by the Monday and Thursday (classroom activity) of the assigned week. Initial 

posts should be between 400 – 500 words (as appropriate for the prompts). Response posts 

should be between 75 – 100 words each. Attachments are not permitted. Responses should 

include (respectful) critical analysis of the posts, seek additional clarification, generate 

further discussion, or provide additional perspectives for consideration based on evidence. 
 

Note: Out of respect for one another, when a peer responds with a question or prompting 

further reflection from you, ensure that you “close” the conversation with a response. This may 

mean that you end up posting more than the minimum requirements. Posts will be evaluated for 

both content and style based on the grading rubric below. 

 

Chapter Presentation: 

 

Each student will be required to do two chapter presentations (including PowerPoint) in the 

classroom. Each chapter presentation will last 20-30 minutes.  
 

Required Assignments (RA):  

 

Required Assignments (RAs) are substantive assignments intended to measure student 

performance against selected course objectives and/or program outcomes within a course. 

RAs are completed by all students across Huntington University. Each RA contributes to a 

significant portion of the overall course grade and is assessed by faculty using the grading 

criteria designed for that assignment. These are individual assignments and students earn 

individual grades. Some will involve analyzing and critiquing assigned research articles using 

concepts and topics from the reading as a framework for focusing the writing. Others will 

involve reflection and practical application of content. These brief papers are to be 

approximately 350-700 words (1-2 pages, double-spaced) and may involve both analysis and 

reflection. 
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LASA: 

 

A LASA is a signature assessment intended to measure student performance against selected 

course objectives and/or program outcomes within a course. These signature assessments 

contribute to a significant portion of the overall course grade and is assessed by faculty using 

the rubric designed for that assessment. These are individual assignments, and students earn 

individual grades. Both the signature assignments and related rubrics become part of the 

database and are used in the aggregate to evaluate levels of student learning, as well as the 

effectiveness of the curriculum, course content, and faculty. The combined results of the 

signature assessments across an entire academic program provide a comprehensive picture of 

the students' academic programs. These data drive the continuous improvement cycle as part of 

comprehensive program reviews conducted by the colleges. 

 

Texts and Articles Information: 
 

o Articles: Nearly all articles are available full-text via PsycARTICLES, PsycINFO, or 

Google Scholar. Any articles that are not available via those means, will be posted to the 

course website. A reference list of the articles for this course appears at the end of this 

syllabus. 

o Main Textbook: Houser, R. (2014). Counseling and educational research: Evaluation 

and application (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. ISBN: 978-1452277028 

o Supplement (available at any library): American Psychological Association. (2010). 

Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, 

DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN: 978-1-4338-0561-5 

 

Program Learning Outcomes (PLO) 
 

Upon completion of the M.A. in Counseling, students will have . . . 
 

1. Ethics 

Accurately applied the codes of ethics to a wide-range of counseling dilemmas, clients, and 

contexts. 
 

2. Diversity 

Demonstrated proficient cross-cultural counseling skills with diverse clients and in diverse 

contexts. 
 

3. Integration 

Developed an initial, integrated counseling model. 

Evidenced ethical integration of Christian faith in working with diverse clients and in diverse 

contexts. 
 

4. Spiritual Formation 

Developed a secure attachment with God. 
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5. Human Development 

Applied selected developmental concepts to diverse counseling scenarios. 
 

6. Career Counseling 

Applied career counseling models, skills, and assessment with diverse clients. 
 

7. Counseling Models 

Developed a sufficient counseling model for working a broad range of clients. 
 

8. Counseling Skills 

Demonstrated proficient counseling skills in working with a broad range of clients. 

 

9. Group Work 

Demonstrated proficient leadership skills in the facilitation of a group. 

 

10. Assessment 

Designed and conducted several selected assessment processes for counseling scenarios. 
 

11. Research 

Designed counseling-oriented research or program evaluation. 

 

MACMHC Program Outcomes: 

1. PROFESSIONAL IDENTITY – Students will understand and value all aspects of 

professional functioning, including history, roles, organizational structures, ethics, 

legalities, standards, and credentialing. 

2. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY – Students will apply core theory and 

research regarding the cultural context of relationships, including current issues and 

trends in a multicultural and diverse society, to the practice of professional 

counseling. 

3. HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT – Students will apply core theory and 

research regarding the nature and needs of individuals at all developmental levels to 

their work as professional counselors. 

4. CAREER DEVELOPMENT – Students will apply core theory and research 

pertaining to career development, the psychology of work, and related life factors to 

the practice of professional counseling. 

5. HELPING RELATIONSHIPS – Students will exhibit the knowledge base and skills 

needed to ethically and effectively deliver a range of professional counseling and 

consultation services. 

6. GROUP WORK – Students will understand the theoretical and experiential 

foundations of group purpose, development, and dynamics and will apply group 

counseling methods and skills to the practice of professional counseling. 
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7. ASSESSMENT – Students will understand principles of testing and measurement 

and will apply both individual and group methods of assessment and evaluation to 

their work as professional counselors.  

8. RESEARCH AND PROGRAM EVALUATION – Students will understand how 

research methods, statistical analysis, needs assessment, and program evaluation are 

conducted and the role of these practices in the counseling profession. 

 

CACREP Core and CMHC Standards: 

 

2016-CACREP-Standa

rds.pdf
 

 

Course Goals 

 

Upon completion of this course students will be able to: 

 

GOAL OBJECTIVES MACMHC 

Program 

Outcomes 

Program 

Learning 

Outcomes 

CACREP 

Core 

Standards 

CACREP 

CMHC 

Standards 

ASSESSMENT 

The student 

will articulate 

the importance 

of research in 

advancing the 

counseling 

profession. 

Develop 

strategies to 

remain current 

regarding 

research in the 

practice of 

counseling. 

 

Affirm the role 

of efficacy 

research 

regarding 

counseling 

approaches and 

strategies. 

8 11 2.F8.a Not 

applicable 

to this 

course 

Class Discussion  

 

Reflection Paper 

The student 

will 

demonstrate 

understanding 

of quantitative, 

qualitative, 

and mixed 

methods 

research 

design and 

analysis 

Analyze and 

evaluate 

quantitative, 

qualitative, 

mixed- method, 

and single-

subject design 

research. 

8 11 2.F8.b; 

2.F8.e; 

2.F8.f; 

2.F8.g; 

2.F8.h; 

2.F8.i 

 

Not 

applicable 

to this 

course 

Article Analyses  

 

Class Discussion  

 

 

The student 

will apply 

ethical 

guidelines to 

the evaluation 

The student will 

apply ethical 

guidelines to a 

research 

proposal 

8 11 2.F8.j Not 

applicable 

to this 

course 

Article Analysis  

 

Ethics 

considerations 

in proposal 
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and 

construction of 

research. 

The student will 

evaluate 

research for 

ethical 

considerations. 

The student 

will 

demonstrate an 

understanding 

of the process 

of program 

evaluation. 

The student will 

interpret and 

evaluate 

program 

evaluation 

research 

8 11 2.F8.c; 

2.F8.g; 

2.F8.h; 

2.F8.j 

Not 

applicable 

to this 

course 

Article Analysis  

 

 

The student 

will develop 

the ability 

discernment-

thinking and 

critical-

thinking in the 

evaluation and 

application of 

research. 

Evaluate 

research reports 

for assumptions, 

for 

methodological 

and design 

concerns, and 

for potential for 

application. 

8 11 2.F8.a; 

2.F8.b; 

2.F8.c; 

2.F8.e; 

2.F8.f; 

2.F8.g; 

2.F8.i; 

2.F8.j 

Not 

applicable 

to this 

course 

Article 

Critique              

 

Discussions 

 

 

The student 

will develop 

an awareness 

of cultural and 

ethnic 

concerns 

related to 

research. 

Student will 

appreciate 

cultural and 

ethnic concerns 

in the practice 

of research. 

8 11 2.F8.j Not 

applicable 

to this 

course 

Consider cultural 

concerns in 

research proposal 

 

Class Discussion 

The student 

will 

demonstrate an 

understanding 

of common  

statistical 

measures used 

in research and 

program 

evaluations. 

The student will 

identify and 

interpret the 

most 

meaningful 

measures in 

research reports. 

8 11 2.F8.h; 

2.F8.i 

Not 

applicable 

to this 

course 

Article Evaluations  

 

 

 
Week 1 COs 1: Topic Academic Resources Learning Activities and 

Assessment 

Date 

5/7 – 5/13 

Becoming a practitioner-

scientist; finding topics to 

study and research 

articles; the basics of 

statistics in research 

Readings: 

 Houser, chapters 1-3 

 Barak (1998) – research 

methods for CITs 

 Lambert et al. (2012) – stats 

in research (simple) 

 Power & McKinney (2013) – 

stats in research (less simple) 

Discussions: 

 

 Discussion 01: Lambert 

(2012) 

 

Due date: Monday 5/7 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 

 



Revised 5/8/2018  8 

 

 Discussion 02: Power and 

McKinney (2013) 

 

Due date: Thursday 5/10 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 

 

Chapter Presentation 

 

Thursday 5/10: Ch. 2    (20 pts.)  

Thursday 5/10: Ch. 3    (20 pts.) 

 

Required Assignment 1 

 

Research article critique  

(500-700 words) 

 

Due date:  

Sunday 5/13 (11:59 PM EST) 

 

50 pts. 

Week 2 CO 2: Topic Academic Resources Learning Activities and 

Assessment 

Date 

 

5/14 – 

5/20 

Quantitative and 

qualitative research 

designs; qualitative 

analysis 

Readings: 

 

 Houser, chapters 4-6 

 Cornish & Wade (2015) – 

experiment (intervention) 

 Sorsoli et al. (2008) – 

grounded theory 

 Chakhssi et al. (2014) – case 

study (evidence based) 

Discussions: 

 

 Discussion 01: Cornish & 

Wade (2015) 

 

Due date: Monday 5/14 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 
 

 Discussion 02: Sorsoli et al. 

(2008) 

 

Due date: Thursday 5/17 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 

 

Chapter Presentation 

 

Monday 5/14: Ch. 3      (20 pts.) 

Monday 5/14: Ch. 4      (20 pts.) 

 

Thursday 5/17: Ch. 5    (20 pts.)  

Thursday 5/17: Ch. 6    (20 pts.) 

  

Required Assignment 2 

 

Research topic and questions 

 

Due date:  
Sunday 5/20 (11:59 PM EST) 
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50 pts. 

Week 3 COs 2, 3: Topic Academic Resources Learning Activities and 

Assessment 

Date 

 

5/21 – 

5/27 

Mixed methods, single-

subject, and evidence-

based research; research 

ethics 

Readings: 

 

 Houser, chapters 7-10 

 Cragun & Friedlander (2012) 

– mixed methods 

 Kim & Clarke (2015) – 

single-subject 

 Ashworth et al. (2015) – 

evidence-based 

Discussions: 

 

 Discussion 01: Cragun & 

Friedlander (2012) 

 

Due date: Monday 5/21 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 

 

 Discussion 02: Kim & 

Clarke (2015) 

 

Due date: Thursday 5/24 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 

 

Chapter Presentation 

 

Monday 5/21: Ch. 7      (20 pts.) 

Monday 5/21: Ch. 8      (20 pts.) 

 

Thursday 5/24: Ch. 9    (20 pts.)  

Thursday 5/24: Ch. 10  (20 pts.)  

 

Required Assignments 3 

 

 Brief Paper: Evidence-

Based Practice 

 

Due date:  
Sunday 5/27 (11:59 PM EST) 

 

50 pts. 

Week 4 CO 6: Topic Academic Resources Learning Activities and 

Assessment 

Date 

 

5/28 – 6/3 

Evaluating literature 

reviews, purpose 

statements, and 

hypotheses 

Readings: 

 

 Houser, chapters 11-12 

 Quantitative study: 

Vasiliauskas & McMinn 

(2013) 

 Qualitative study: Chang & 

Berk (2009)* 

 Single-subject study: Oklan 

& Henderson (2014) 

Discussions: 

 

 Discussion 01: Chang & 

Berk (2009)* 

 

Due date: Monday 5/28 

(classroom activity) 

 

 Discussion 02: Vasiliauskas 

& McMinn (2013) 

 

Due date: Thursday 5/31 

(classroom activity) 

 

Chapter Presentation 

 

Monday 5/28: Ch. 11    (20 pts.) 



Revised 5/8/2018  10 

 

Monday 5/28: Ch. 12    (20 pts.) 

 

Thursday 5/31: Ch. 13  (20 pts.)  

Thursday 5/31: Ch. 14  (20 pts.)  

 

Required Assignment 4: 

 

 Annotated 

bibliography 

 

Due date:  
Sunday 6/3 (11:59 PM EST) 

 

50 pts. 

Week 5 CO 7: Topic Academic Resources Learning Activities and 

Assessment 

Date 

 

6/4 – 6/10 

Evaluating methods—

sampling and procedures 
Readings: 

 

 Houser, chapters 13-14 

 Quantitative study: 

Vasiliauskas & McMinn 

(2013) 

 Qualitative study: Chang & 

Berk (2009)* 

 Single-subject study: Oklan 

& Henderson (2014) 

Discussions: 

 

 Discussion 01: Chang & 

Berk (2009)* 

 

Due date: Monday 6/4 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 

 

 Discussion 02: Vasiliauskas 

& McMinn (2013) 

 

Due date: Thursday 6/7 

(classroom activity) 

 

20pts. 

 

Chapter Presentation 

 

Monday 6/4: Ch. 15      (20 pts.) 

Monday 6/4: Ch. 16      (20 pts.) 

 

Thursday 6/7: Ch. 17    (20 pts.)  

Thursday 6/7: Ch. 18    (20 pts.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 6 COs 3; 4; 5; 7: Topic Academic Resources Learning Activities and 

Assessment 
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Date 

 

6/11 – 

6/14 

Evaluating instruments, 

results, and discussion 

 

Research proposals; 

program evaluation; 

technology; issues in 

counseling research 

Readings: 

 

 Houser, chapters 15-17 

 Quantitative study: 

Vasiliauskas & McMinn 

(2013) 

 Qualitative study: Chang & 

Berk (2009)* 

 Single-subject study: Oklan 

& Henderson (2014) 

 Houser, chapters 18-21 

 Hilty et al. (2015)* - needs 

assessment 

 Trip et al. (2015) – 

summative program 

evaluation 

Discussions: 

 

 Discussion 1: Trip et al. 

(2015) 

 

Due date: Monday 6/11 

(classroom activity) 

 

20 pts. 

 

Chapter Presentation 

 

Monday 6/11: Ch. 19    (20 pts.) 

 

Monday 6/11: Ch. 20    (20 pts.) 

 

LASA: 

 

o Final Research Proposal 

 

Due date:  
Thursday 6/14 (11:59 PM EST) 

 

300 pts. 

 

Course Schedule 

Note: Readings with an * indicate that these have a specific focus on issues related to minority 

groups or multicultural concerns 

Week 1 

Topics: Becoming a practitioner-scientist; finding topics to study and research articles; the 

basics of statistics in research 

Readings: 

o Houser, chapters 1-3 

o Barak (1998) – research methods for CITs 

o Lambert et al. (2012) – stats in research (simple) 

o Power & McKinney (2013) – stats in research (less simple) 

Discussions: 

o Discussion 01: Lambert (2012)     (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

o Discussion 02: Power and McKinney (2013)   (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

Required Assignments: 

o Research article critique       (500-700 words; 50 pts.) 
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Week 2 

Topics: Quantitative and qualitative research designs; qualitative analysis 

Readings: 

o Houser, chapters 4-6 

o Cornish & Wade (2015) – experiment (intervention) 

o Sorsoli et al. (2008) – grounded theory 

o Chakhssi et al. (2014) – case study (evidence based)  

Discussions: 

o Discussion 01: Cornish & Wade (2015)   (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

o Discussion 02: Sorsoli et al (2008)    (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

Required Assignments: 

 

o Research topic and research questions/hypotheses  (500-700 words; 50 pts.) 

 

Week 3 

Topics: Mixed methods, single-subject, and evidence-based research; research ethics 

Readings: 

o Houser, chapters 7-10 

o Cragun & Friedlander (2012) – mixed methods 

o Kim & Clarke (2015) – single-subject 

o Ashworth et al. (2015) – evidence-based 

Discussions: 

o Discussion 01: Cragun & Friedlander (2012)  (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

o Discussion 02: Kim & Clarke (2015)   (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

 

Required Assignments: 

o Brief Paper: Evidence-Based Practice   (500-700 words; 50 pts.) 

Week 4 

Topics: Evaluating literature reviews, purpose statements, and hypotheses 

Readings: 

o Houser, chapters 11-12 

o Quantitative study: Vasiliauskas & McMinn (2013) 

o Qualitative study: Chang & Berk (2009)* 
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o Single-subject study: Oklan & Henderson (2014) 

Discussions: 

o Discussion 01: Chang & Berk (2009)*   (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

o Discussion 02: Vasiliauskas & McMinn (2013)  (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

Required Assignments: 

o Annotated bibliography     (500-700 words; 50 pts.) 

Week 5 

Topics: Evaluating methods—sampling and procedures 

Readings: 

o Houser, chapters 13-14 

o Quantitative study: Vasiliauskas & McMinn (2013) 

o Qualitative study: Chang & Berk (2009)* 

o Single-subject study: Oklan & Henderson (2014) 

 

Discussions: 

o Discussion 01: Chang & Berk (2009)*   (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

o Discussion 02: Vasiliauskas & McMinn (2013)  (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

Week 6 

Topics: Evaluating instruments, results, and discussion 

Readings: 

o Houser, chapters 15-17 

o Quantitative study: Vasiliauskas & McMinn (2013) 

o Qualitative study: Chang & Berk (2009)* 

o Single-subject study: Oklan & Henderson (2014) 

 

Discussions: 

o Discussion 01: Trip et al. (2015)   (400-500 words; 20 pts.) 

LASA: 

 

o Final Research Proposal 
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Class Activities 

 

LASA – The final research proposal 

 

Choosing a research topic for counseling: You will choose a topic and narrow it by the end of 

week two. By then you will have read several research articles in the course and had time to 

determine the feasibility of finding original research on your topic while developing an idea 

for a study. We will also have covered the basics of quantitative research designs. By the end 

of week two you will submit your specific topic and at least two possible research 

questions or hypotheses that you’ll be focusing on based on a preliminary scan of research 

on your topic in peer-reviewed academic journals. 

 

Each student will develop a research study proposal. The proposal will include an 

introduction to the problem; a literature review; purpose of the study; rationale for research 

design (qualitative or quantitative), methodology, ethical considerations, and multicultural 

considerations. The requirements for this proposal are described in the appendix. 

 

Grading criteria for the final research proposal - LASA 

 
Assignment Components Proficient Max 

Points 

   

Introduction 

 A brief introduction to the research topic 

 A brief rationale from the literature for conducting the 

study 

 Two to three paragraphs in length 

A brief introduction to the research 

topic and a brief rationale from the 

literature for conducting the study 

correctly identified. 

/30 

Review of the Literature 

 This will be the bulk of the paper 

 Should be a thorough synthesis of the literature organized 

in a logical way that leads to your research study. The 

best way to get a sense for what a good literature review 

looks like is to read lots of research articles. 

Literature review organized in a 

logic manner. Scholarly resources 

are utilized in support. 

/30 

Problem Statement 

 Concise sentence that describes the problem 

Problem statement presented in the 

appropriate manner  

/30 

Purpose Statement 

 Concise sentence that describes the purpose of this 

particular study and begins with: The purpose of this 

study is to…. 

The purpose of the research study 

clearly presented. 

/30 

Research Design

 Select and specify Qualitative or Quantitative 

 Rationale for selecting the research design 

 Describe the specific design and design elements 

Quantitative/Qualitative study 

clearly designed. Rationale for 

selecting the research design and 

description of the specific design 

and design elements incorporated. 

/30 

Research Question(s)

 For Quantitative studies: 

o Research Hypothesis(es) 

o Research Variables: Independent 

Variable(s) and conditions(levels), 

Research question (s) were properly 

stated. For quantitative study, 

research hypothesis(es), research 

variables, and researcher 

assumptions and biases were 

/30 
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Dependent Variable(s), Type of data 

(nominal, ordinal, interval, ratio) 

 For Qualitative studies: 

 Researcher Assumptions and Biases (what the 

researcher expects to find, what the researcher brings to 

the study) 

outlined properly. Scholarly 

resources are utilized in support. 

Methodology

 Participants: Identify population, criteria for 

selection, sampling procedures, sample size 

 Data Collection: 

o For Quantitative studies: 

 Descriptive or Correlational: 

 Create a survey instrument or 

find appropriate instruments 

that measure your variables. 

(E.g., if you’re measuring 

“body image,” don’t try to 

reinvent the wheel. There are 

lots of scales available that 

already measure this and are 

probably more reliable and 

valid than something you 

would make yourself.) 

 Discuss how you will 

administer the survey 

instrument 

 Experimental or Quasi-experimental: 

 discuss the tools and 

instruments you will use 

to measure your 

dependent variable(s). 

 Clearly describe the 

procedures you will follow to 

carry out your experiment 

o For Qualitative studies: 

 Create an interview instrument 

 Discuss how you will conduct the 

interview process 

Research methodology has been 

developed in appropriate manner. 

Participants and data collection 

components included. Scholarly 

resources are utilized in support. 

/30 

Data Analysis
 Describe how you intend to analyze the data 

The data analysis intention 

described properly. Scholarly 

resources are utilized in support. 

/30 

Ethical Considerations 

 One to two paragraphs. In this subsection, you will 

need to identify and describe any ethical 

considerations that are relevant to your research study. 

You also need to identify specific codes – ACA and 

AACC – that are related to the consideration, and 

describe how you will address the ethical concern. 

Ethical considerations relevant to 

the proposed research study 

identified and explained. Specific 

codes of ethics related to the 

consideration identified and the 

ethical concern addressed. Scholarly 

resources are utilized in support. 

/15 

Multicultural Considerations 

 One to two paragraphs. In this subsection, you will 

need to identify and describe any cultural 

considerations relevant to your research design and 

Multicultural concerns relevant to 

the proposed research study 

identified and explained. Scholarly 

resources are utilized in support. 

Specific codes of ethics identified. 

/15 
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your participants. Describe how you will address the 

cultural concern, if possible and necessary. 

Academic Writing /30 

Write in a clear, concise, and organized manner; demonstrate 

ethical scholarship in accurate representation and attribution 

of sources; and display accurate spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

Written in a clear, concise, and 

organized manner; demonstrated 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and displayed accurate 

spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

Use of scholarly sources aligns with 

specified assignment requirements. 

 

TOTAL /300  

 

Discussion Forums: (11 x 20 pts.)  
 

Grading criteria for discussion forums 

 

 

Grading Rubric for General Discussion Forums 

Points 

Available 

(20) 

The writing is fluid, concise, and thoughts are easy to understand and follow. 3 

Demonstrates an understanding of the assigned reading and an application of that 

understanding that responds to all of the assignment. 
9 

Correct use of grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Error-free. 3 

Respectful and engaging response posts to peers and “closure” in the initial 

conversation. 
5 

Total: 20 

 

Required Assignments: (4 x 100 pts.) 
 

 Research article critique 

 

Grading criteria for research article critique 

 
Assignment Components Proficient Max Points 

In one paragraph (3-5 sentences), 

write the author's name, the name 

of the article, its source and the 

thesis or key point(s). 

The author's name, the name of 

the article, its source and the 

thesis or key point(s) clearly 

summarized. 

/6 pts. 

What is the author's areas of 

expertise? 

The author's areas of expertise 

clearly presented. 

/6 pts. 

To what degree you 

agree/disagree with the author? 

Why or why not? 

Agreement / Disagreement with 

the author thoroughly explained 

/6 pts. 

What methods did author use to 

collect data? Were these methods 

appropriate? Why or why not? 

Data collection methods 

summarized. 

/6 pts. 

 

Are the article and the research 

findings / outcomes still valid or 

The article and the research 

findings / outcomes summarized 

/6 pts. 
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are they outdated, leading to an 

unacceptable conclusion? 

properly 

Was the author successful in 

making his/her key point(s)? 

The author’s successfulness in 

making his/her key point clearly 

explained 

/6 pts. 

Conclusion should contain the 

following: 

 

 an overall opinion of the 

article 

 your agreement or 

disagreement with the 

author(s) 

 rationale for your conclusion 

Conclusion components 

summarized properly 

/6 pts. 

Academic Writing   

Write in a clear, concise, and 

organized manner; demonstrate 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and display accurate 

spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

Writing is in clear, concise, and in 

an organized manner; 

demonstrates ethical scholarship 

in accurate representation and 

attribution of sources; and 

displays accurate spelling, 

grammar, and punctuation. 

/8 Pts. 

Total  /50 pts. 

 

 Research topic and questions 

 

Grading criteria for research topic and questions 

 
Assignment Components Proficient Max Points  

Research Question(s): Identify 

the specific research question(s) 

for your proposed study. 

Research question(s) clearly 

identified. 

/7 pts. 

Research Hypothesis(es): 
Identify your research 

hypothesis(es) in your proposed 

study. 

Research hypothesis(es) clearly 

identified. 

/7 pts. 

Research Variables: Identify and 

operationally define the 

variable(s) involved in your 

study. For each variable, you will 

need to identify your operational 

definition. 

Research variable(s) clearly 

identified. Operational definition 

for each variable provided. 

/7 pts. 

Participants: You will need to 

identify and describe the 

population to which you intend to 

generalize your research results.  

You should also describe your 

sampling procedures and sample 

size.   

Participants clearly identified and 

described. Sampling procedures 

and sampling size clearly 

explained. 

/7 pts. 

Measures:  In this section, you 

should identify and describe any 

tests, instruments, or observations 

that you intend to use to measure 

your variables.  Where available, 

reliability and validity data should 

Measures clearly identified and 

described, including tests, 

instruments, or observation. 

/7 pts. 
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be included. 

Research Design:  In this 

section, you need to identify and 

describe the specific design and 

design elements.  This should 

include the following: 

methodology, methodological 

assumptions, limitations, 

delimitations, procedures, and 

levels of the variables.  

Research design clearly described. 
Methodology, methodological 

assumptions, limitations, 

delimitations, procedures, and 

levels of the variables included 

 

 

/7 pts. 

Academic Writing   

Write in a clear, concise, and 

organized manner; demonstrate 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and display accurate 

spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

Writing is in clear, concise, and in 

an organized manner; demonstrates 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and displays accurate 

spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

/8 pts. 

Total  /50 pts. 

 

 Evidence – based practice 

 

Grading criteria for evidence-based practice paper 

 
Assignment Components Proficient Max Points  

Definitions of evidence-based 

practice 

A clear and logical definition 

of evidence-based practice is 

given. Scholarly references 

are utilized. 

/8 pts. 

Standards and steps in evidence-

based practice 

Standards and steps in evidence-

based practice are clearly 

presented. Scholarly references are 

utilized. 

/8 pts. 

Principles of evidence-based 

practice 

Principles of evidence-based 

practice are clearly presented. 

Scholarly references are utilized. 

/8 pts. 

Criticism of evidence based 

practice 

Criticism of evidence based 

practice is clearly elaborated. 

Scholarly references are utilized. 

/8 pts. 

Examples of evidence-based 

practice 

Examples of evidence-based 

practice are given. Scholarly 

references are utilized. 

/8 pts. 

Academic Writing   

Write in a clear, concise, and 

organized manner; demonstrate 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and display accurate 

spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

Writing is in clear, concise, and in 

an organized manner; demonstrates 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and displays accurate 

spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

/10 pts. 

Total  /50 pts. 

 

 Annotated bibliography 
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Annotated Bibliography: At the end of week four you will submit an annotated bibliography 

for your research proposal. Make sure that all references are in APA style and that the 

annotations contain all the information you’ll need about the studies to incorporate them later 

into your literature review for your research proposal. The annotated bibliography should be 

comprised of at least 5 peer- reviewed primary research articles (reports of studies by the 

researchers who conducted the studies).  

 

Grading criteria for annotated bibliography 

 
Assignment Components Proficient Max Points  

Create the first annotated 

bibliography that includes: lists 

the proper APA reference, 

summarizes thesis, evaluates the 

source, reflects on its usefulness 

to one’s research, and meets word 

count requirements. 

The first annotated bibliography 

created correctly lists the proper 

APA reference. The annotation 

clearly summarizes the thesis and 

logically evaluates the source. The 

annotation also includes a logical 

reflection on its usefulness to one’s 

research and meets the word count 

requirements.  

/8 pts. 

Create the second annotated 

bibliography that includes: lists 

the proper APA reference, 

summarizes thesis, evaluates the 

source, reflects on its usefulness 

to one’s research, and meets word 

count requirements. 

The second annotated bibliography 

created correctly lists the proper 

APA reference. The annotation 

clearly summarizes the thesis and 

logically evaluates the source. The 

annotation also includes a logical 

reflection on its usefulness to one’s 

research and meets the word count 

requirements.  

/8 pts. 

Create the third annotated 

bibliography that includes: lists 

the proper APA reference, 

summarizes thesis, 

The third annotated bibliography 

created correctly lists the proper 

APA reference. The annotation 

clearly summarizes the thesis and 

logically evaluates the source. 

The annotation also includes a 

logical reflection on its usefulness 

to one’s 

/8 pts. 

Create the fourth annotated 

bibliography that includes: lists 

the proper APA reference, 

summarizes thesis, evaluates the 

source, reflects on its usefulness 

to one’s research, and meets word 

count requirements. 

The fourth annotated bibliography 

created correctly lists the proper 

APA reference. The annotation 

clearly summarizes the thesis and 

logically evaluates the source. The 

annotation also includes a logical 

reflection on its usefulness to one’s 

research and meets the word count 

requirements.  

/8 pts. 

Create the fifth annotated 

bibliography that includes: lists 

the proper APA reference, 

summarizes thesis, evaluates the 

source, reflects on its usefulness 

to one’s research, and meets word 

count requirements. 

The fifth annotated bibliography 

created correctly lists the proper 

APA reference. The annotation 

clearly summarizes the thesis and 

logically evaluates the source. The 

annotation also includes a logical 

reflection on its usefulness to one’s 

research and meets the word count 

requirements.  

/8 pts. 

Academic Writing   
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Write in a clear, concise, and 

organized manner; demonstrate 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and display accurate 

spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

Writing is in clear, concise, and in 

an organized manner; demonstrates 

ethical scholarship in accurate 

representation and attribution of 

sources; and displays accurate 

spelling, grammar, and 

punctuation. 

/10 pts. 

Total  /50 pts. 

 

Grading 

 

Your grade will be determined by the points you earn in the course. You are not in competition 

with one another—quite the opposite. Your grade will be updated in Moodle on a regular 

basis, but you will also need to keep track of your own progress. 
 

Discussion Questions (11X20) 220 28.9 % 

Required Assignments (4X50) 200 26.3 % 

Class Presentations (2X20) 40 5.3 % 

LASA: Final Research Proposal 300 39.5 % 

Total 760 100 % 

 

A 95-100%  C 75-78 %  

A- 92-94 %  C- 72-74 %  

B+ 89-91 %  D+ 69-71 %  

B 85-88 %  D 65-68 %  

B- 82-84 %  D - 62-64 %  

C+ 79-81 %  F 61 %  
 

Class Policies 
 

Right of Revision: While the assignments are connected to assessment the facilitating 

instructor has the authority to change an assignment to better fulfill the objectives of the class if 

in her estimation it is believed that the assignment will better accomplish that objective. No 

advanced notice is required and those students who work ahead may find that they will have an 

extra assignment to complete this class.   
 

Work Turned in Policy: All work assigned must be turned in for a student to successfully 

complete this course. Each assignment is tied to the course objectives and assessment of this 

class and therefore needs to be completed to comply with assessment requirements of our 

regional accrediting body. Should a student fail to turn in an assignment, the professor decides 

if that student may pass the course. 
 

 

Missed and Late Assignments Policy: All paperwork and assignments must be completed 

in order to pass this class. Late assignments reflect on a student’s developing 

professionalism as a mental health counselor. If you know in advance that you cannot turn 

an assignment in on time, an alternate due date may be negotiated without penalty if you 

make arrangements with me before the date the assignment is due. Three late assignments 

will result in remedial work (e.g., five-page paper). Discussion assignments must be 
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completed in the week due unless student has discussed the reason for the delay with the 

professor prior to the end of the grading period. Late posting after the week closes will 

result in point reduction. 
 

Writing Expectations: Graduate students are expected to submit written work that reflects 

personal engagement and cognitive, affective and skill based learning. Papers will be graded 

for content that analyzes, evaluates and synthesizes, spelling, grammar, and style. The APA 

format is expected for writing assignments unless otherwise indicated. The elements of APA 

that typically apply are the following: Title Page, Running Head, Content Heading if 

applicable, in paper citation of references used and list of all References at the end of the paper. 

You may want to purchase: The Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association, Sixth Edition.  Each course web site has "Citation Help” which provides helpful 

links and tutorials. 
 

Formatting File Names: When saving files to your computer, and submitting for a grade, be 

sure to name the file according to these conventions: the assignment name followed by one’s 

first and last name (e.g., “Integration of Faith and Counseling Statement – Robert Gregory”). 

This allows your files to be downloaded by the grading instructor and prevents the loss of files 

that do not reflect the student, course, or project.  
 

Email Communication: Students are expected to check their Huntington University email 

address on a regular basis throughout the week to access course information and updates. To 

facilitate efficient email communication, the subject line of all email messages to the Instructor 

related to this course should include the course number and the name of the student (e.g., 

SUBJECT:  CN 500 - AaronBeck: question or comment).  Email messages should include 

students’ first and last names in the signature. 
 

Attendance Policy:  Residential students - Students who have been absent from as many as 

one-third of the total class sessions for a course are considered to have failed the course. 

Faculty members have the ability to grant exceptions for extenuating circumstances (i.e. death, 

illness, work, etc.). See the Student Handbook on the Huntington University portal for 

additional details. http://my.huntington.edu 

 

Plagiarism and Cheating: Plagiarism is the use of the ideas, information, or wording of 

another without proper acknowledgement, leaving the false impression that the material is 

original with the student.  Students will be held responsible for knowing the difference between 

legitimate and illegitimate use of source material.  The academic community places high value 

on intellectual honesty.  Representation of work as one’s own but taken from another source by 

plagiarism or cheating is a serious offense, the penalty for which will result in failure for the 

paper or exam and may result in failure for the course. 

   

 

Disability and Accessibility: In compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973, Huntington University makes reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  

The director of the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) is the advocate and coordinator of 

services for students with disabilities at the University. Any student who has a learning, 

orthopedic, sensory or psychiatric condition that substantially limits one or more major life 

activities and who would benefit from accommodations may be eligible for assistance.  

http://my.huntington.edu/
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Students may contact the ACE in person, by phone at 260-359-4290 or by e-mail at 

kchafin@huntington.edu for more information. 

 

Technology Support: If you have any technical questions or problems with Moodle, Zoom, or 

other technology, you can email moodlehelp@huntington.edu or call phone support at 260-

359-4357.  Phone support hours are:  Monday – Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Library Services: You will see a Library Guide that will connect you to all the library 

services available to you from Huntington University. 

mailto:kchafin@huntington.edu
mailto:moodlehelp@huntington.edu?subject=Huntington%20University%20Online%20Help%20Request
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Assignment Description 

Appendix 

Research Study Proposal Requirements 

(LASA Paper) 

Each team of students will develop a research study proposal. The proposal will include an 

introduction to the problem; a literature review; purpose of the study; rationale for research design 

(qualitative or quantitative), methodology, ethical considerations, and multicultural 

considerations. 

 

Learning Objectives 

Upon completion of this assignment, the student will be able to… 

 Develop a research study proposal for a qualitative or quantitative study

 Identify research questions and choose an appropriate research design

 Conduct a comprehensive literature review

 Develop procedures and instruments for data collection

 Discern ethical and multicultural considerations relevant to the study

 

Instructions 

Write a research study proposal paper that includes the following: 

 Title Page:  with title, names of researchers, university, running head

 Abstract: Maximum of 100 words, note key search terms

 Introduction

o This is a brief introduction to the research topic 

o Includes a brief rationale from the literature for conducting the study 

o Two to three paragraphs in length 

 Review of the Literature

o This will be the bulk of the paper 
o Should be a thorough synthesis of the literature organized in a logical way that leads to 

your research study. The best way to get a sense for what a good literature review looks 
like is to read lots of research articles. 

 Problem Statement: Concise sentence that describes the problem

 Purpose Statement: Concise sentence that describes the purpose of this particular study 

and begins with: The purpose of this study is to….

 Research Design

o Select and specify Qualitative or Quantitative 

o Rationale for selecting the research design 

o Describe the specific design and design elements 

 Research Question(s)

o For Quantitative studies: 
 Research Hypothesis(es) 

 Research Variables: Independent Variable(s) and conditions(levels), 

Dependent Variable(s), Type of data (nominal, ordinal, interval, ratio) 

o For Qualitative studies: 
 Researcher Assumptions and Biases (what the researcher expects to 

find, what the researcher brings to the study) 
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 Methodology
o Participants: Identify population, criteria for selection, sampling procedures, 

sample size 

o Data Collection: 
 For Quantitative studies: 

 Descriptive or Correlational: 
o Create a survey instrument or find appropriate instruments 

that measure your variables. (E.g., if you’re measuring “body 

image,” don’t try to reinvent the wheel. There are lots of scales 
available that already measure this and are probably more reliable and 
valid than something you would make yourself.) 

o Discuss how you will administer the survey instrument 

 Experimental or Quasi-experimental: 

o discuss the tools and instruments you will use to measure 

your dependent variable(s). 

o Clearly describe the procedures you will follow to carry out 

your experiment 

 For Qualitative studies: 

 Create an interview instrument 

 Discuss how you will conduct the interview process 

 Data Analysis

o Describe how you intend to analyze the data 

 Ethical Considerations: One to two paragraphs. In this subsection, you will need to 

identify and describe any ethical considerations that are relevant to your research study. 

You also need to identify specific codes – ACA and AACC – that are related to the 

consideration, and describe how you will address the ethical concern.

 Multicultural Considerations: One to two paragraphs. In this subsection, you will need 

to identify and describe any cultural considerations relevant to your research design and 

your participants. Describe how you will address the cultural concern, if possible and 

necessary.

 References: Construct a bibliography (in APA style) for your topic of not less than 
twenty peer-reviewed journal articles. Books may also be sources but are in addition to 

the twenty articles.

 Appendix: This will include your survey or interview instrument

 

Written Paper 

The paper should be written according to the most current APA format. Please attend closely to 

APA style of writing as I am a stickler in this area. If you have questions that you can’t find 

answers to on your own, please ask me. The paper should be typed in 12 point Times New 

Roman font, be double-spaced, have one inch margins, and use page numbers. It should include 

a title page, an abstract page, body of the paper, references, and appendix. The body of the 

paper should be ten to twelve pages, not including the title, abstract, reference, and appendix 

pages. 
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