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Graduate Counseling Program 
Distinctives  

 
Quality of Faculty: Students have the opportunity to take courses with faculty members like Dr. Jerry 
Davis (LCSW, LMFT, LMHC), chair of the counseling program. With over 30 years of clinical experience and 
15 years of counselor education, Dr. Davis is recognized as one of the region’s top counseling 
professionals and educators. All of our faculty are intentional in developing a close-knit community in 
which students can grow both academically and spiritually.  
 
LMHC Licensure and Faith Integration: The counseling program meets or exceeds all Indiana state 
requirements necessary for licensure as a Licensed Mental Health Counselor (LMHC). Faculty directly 
integrate spiritual formation opportunities into each course, challenging students to wrestle with both 
personal and professional implications of faith.  

Experiential Learning: Students engage in supervised counseling for 100 hours of practicum and 900 
hours of internship. During these learning experiences, students receive two hours of one-on-one and 
group supervision each week, which exceeds state requirements. Through this additional feedback, our 
students are able to make the most of their experiential learning opportunities.  

Community Impact: As a free counseling clinic, LifeSpring Counseling Center provides students with an 
avenue to make a significant impact on the local community.  Our program also utilizes course 
assignments to assist individuals and organizations in need.  In a recent research class, for example, our 
students were able to provide a regional non-profit agency with data that will help them to further refine 
their community effectiveness.    

Spiritual Formation Emphasis: Spiritual formation is a cornerstone of our counseling program.  In the 
first year, students are required to take a foundational course in spiritual formation, and formational 
elements are then emphasized throughout our program.  We strongly believe that spiritual formation is 
essential self-care for Christian counselors, and we train our students with the skills necessary for their 
own spiritual formation.  Additionally, counseling often significantly involves a spiritual focus, and the 
training in spiritual formation and direction prepares our students to effectively address these concerns. 

Theoretical Breadth: Our program extensively explores cognitive-behavioral, client-centered, schema-
focused and psychodynamic therapeutic models.  Current students have also chosen to take on 
independent studies to advance their understanding in areas such as Gestalt therapy. As a result of this 
broad training, our graduates are highly attractive to employers because they understand how to meet 
the client's deep needs from a holistic standpoint — addressing cognition, emotion, behavior, and 
spirituality. In fact, all of our 2012 and 2013 graduates have been hired within a counseling related field.  

Come join a vibrant, Christ-centered community and learn how to bring hope and healing to a 
broken world.  
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