
Step-by-Step Instructions

1. Consult your tax or financial advisor, 
because Huntington University and 
its employees cannot provide tax or 
legal advice.

2. Contact the HU Advancement Office 
at (260) 359-4069 to begin the process. 
Or follow the instructions online at            
www.huntington.edu/grain and 
click on Gifts of Grain to print the 
Huntington University Farm Commodity 
Transfer Agreement form to take to your 
grain elevator.

3. Deliver the grain to your local elevator or 
co-op and tell them that you wish to transfer 
ownership to Huntington University.

4. Request a transfer receipt from your 
elevator in Huntington University’s name 
and fill out HU’s Farm Commodity Transfer 
Agreement listing yourself as the donor 
and HU as the donee. The elevator should 
refrain from selling the grain or issuing a 
check to HU without specific instructions 
from the HU Business Office.

5. Mail the HU Farm Commodity Transfer 
Agreement to the HU Business Office 
(2303 College Ave., Huntington, IN 46750). 
The HU Business Office will provide the 
donee signature and call the elevator to 
sell the grain.

6. The HU Advancement Office will send you 
a letter acknowledging your gift of grain 
following its sale.

INVEST IN 
TOMORROW’S 

LEADERS

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

2303 COLLEGE AVENUE
HUNTINGTON, IN
(260) 359-4089



SOWING SEEDS 
Grain farmers play an important 
role in nourishing our 
communities, diligently planting 
seeds in hopes of a bountiful 
harvest. We can relate. At 
Huntington University, we plant 
seeds of our own as we educate 
students to impact the world for 
Christ. Like you, we are working 
hard to reap a harvest that will 
enrich communities both close 
to home and around the world.

PARTNER WITH US
The Gifts of Grain program gives 
farmers the opportunity to 
partner with us in fulfilling our 
mission. When you contribute 
your grain commodities to 
Huntington University, you’re 
investing in the lives of our 
students — planting seeds, if you 
will — for a promising harvest. 
In addition to significant tax 
savings, you’ll have the option 
to designate your gift as well.

• Donors must gift grain as 
commodities, not as grain storage 
receipts, which can be considered 
as cash equivalents. This also 
ensures the grain is transferred to 
HU as gifted property over which 
HU has “control and dominion.” 
While donors can designate the 
gift, they cannot advise HU as to 
when to sell the gift.

• Donors must be farm operators to 
make a gift of grain to charitable 
organizations. While no income 
is recognized, the charitable 
donation is limited to basis, which 
is normally zero. Typically, your 
cost of raising and growing the 
grain can be deducted as a farm 
business expense.

BENEFITS OF GIFTING GRAIN 
For farm operators, gifting grain 
directly rather than selling the grain 
and making a gift from the proceeds 
may provide a more significant tax 
savings. Contributing grain allows you 
to avoid the sale of the commodity as 
income, while the production costs 
may still be deductible. Reducing 
taxable income may provide 
advantages such as minimizing or 
eliminating self-employment tax and 
reducing adjusted gross income.

IMPORTANT THINGS 
TO CONSIDER
• Bushels of production should 

be certified with a Farm Service 
Agency before making a gift 
of grain commodity to 
Huntington University or any 
other organization. 

“Giving grain is an easy way for me to support Huntington University. I am able to give the full 
value of the grain and deduct the input expense of growing the crop. However, I do not have to 
show the income from the grain given to HU. I believe it is a win-win-win proposition! I would 
encourage any producer desiring to support Huntington University to consider a gift of grain.”

STEVE PLATT  ‘74 GRAD,  HUNTINGTON COUNTY FARMER   


