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FROM THE PRESIDENT
The information shared within the 2016 President’s Report serves 
as a living testament of God’s faithfulness to Huntington University 
for more than a century. This past year demonstrates continued 
focus on Kingdom impact through the review of program 
successes, institutional and individual recognitions, and external 
accolades. However, the true mission of our University rests in our 
ongoing commitment to service through our students, faculty, 
and staff.

The launch of our new strategic plan, Faith Forward 2022, along 
with an updated Facilities Master Plan and 10-year reaffirmation 
of regional accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission, 
prepares HU to continue its mission of “educating and equipping 
men and women to make an impact for Christ, through 
scholarship and service.”
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GRADUATE
Employment Rate

HU
84.7%

National
Average

64.4%

Employment Rate
(FULL & PART-TIME)

HU
99.7%

National
Average

82.1%

Employment Rate
(FULL-TIME, PART-TIME,
& GRADUATE SCHOOL)

Eighty-nine percent responded to the HU 2015 Class Survey. The survey is completed six months after graduation. 
Students from the graduate and professional programs were not included in the results. National average numbers 

are based on a report by the National Association of Colleges and Employers as published in Inside Higher Ed.

HU
71%

National
Average

54.1%

Employment Rate
(FULL-TIME)
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What a joy to be part of the visioning process for Huntington University! 
The resulting work, Faith Forward 2022, launches a strengthened focus 
for Huntington University and highlights its legacy of commitment to 
Christ, Scholarship, and Service. The five pillars describing the scope 
of the plan include:

• Strengthening the Huntington University Experience
• Enhancing a Culture of Academic Excellence
• Sustaining Spiritual Significance and Faithful Service
• Promoting Enrollment Growth, Strategic Programs, and Visibility
• Increasing Student Economic Value and Institutional Viability

Huntington University has been educating and equipping men and 
women to make an impact on their world for Christ, through 
scholarship and service, for over 118 years. Faith Forward 2022 is an 
intentional pathway to accomplish new goals for program growth, 
intellectual engagement, and spiritual formation in anticipation of the 
University’s 125th anniversary celebration in 2022. 

For a copy of the complete plan, visit huntington.edu/FaithForward2022.

FAITH FORWARD 2022
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• For the fourth consecutive year, overall giving was up and at a 
7-year high with gifts totaling $5,025,249.

• Trustee, alumni, parent, and friend giving hit a 5-year high.

• Estate giving reached $1,319,562 as a result of 10 donors who 
honored HU with their gift.

• Forester Fund giving exceeded the goal by 10% with $495,475 
in total gifts, also a 7-year high.

• Athletic team fundraising was up 32% reaching a 5-year high.

• Capital gifts totaled nearly $1 million which included Forest 
Glen and Welcome Center projects.

• Endowment giving was strong at $1,121,858 to continue HU’s 
long-term sustainability.

• Support of the Haupert Institute of Agricultural Studies giving 
was equally strong with almost $100,000 in giving.

OUR FAITHFUL PARTNERS
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SEPTEMBER 2015
Huntington University was ranked #14 as a Best Bang for the Buck Colleges in the Midwest category of the 
2015 Washington Monthly College Rankings.

SEPTEMBER 2015
U.S. News & World Report named Huntington University #6 in Best Value Colleges (Midwest), No. 11 in Best 
College for Veterans (Midwest) and No. 16 in Best Regional Colleges (Midwest) in the “Best Colleges 2016” 
guidebook.

OCTOBER 2015
Huntington University’s Doctorate of Occupational Therapy program (OTD) tied for the first-place ranking of 
Top Occupational Therapy Schools According to Student Reviews by GraduatePrograms.com.

NOVEMBER 2015
Huntington University was named to the list of “Top 50 Christian Colleges and Universities Exceeding 
Expectations 2016” by Christian Universities Online.

NOVEMBER 2015
Huntington University was ranked 16th by OnlineColleges.net as one of the Best Online Colleges in Indiana. 

DECEMBER 2015
Huntington University’s human resource management adult degree program was ranked #22 by 
OnlineColleges.com as one of 2016’s “Best Online Bachelor’s in Human Resources Degree Programs.” 

JANUARY 2016
Huntington University was named the 6th safest school in the country and the safest school in the state by 
Colleges.Niche.com. 

JANUARY 2016
Colleges.Niche.com ranked Huntington University 85th in the country and 6th in the state for 2016’s Best 
Christian Colleges.

JANUARY 2016
Huntington University landed the #3 spot on CollegeandSeminary.com’s Top 50 Christian Colleges for Artists 
and Musicians ranking. 

APRIL 2016
Christian Universities Online ranked HU #10 on the list of 50 top undergraduate online Christian colleges and 
universities for 2016.

MAY 2016
BestColleges.com ranked Huntington University #13 on the list of 25 Top Online Colleges in Indiana 
for 2016.

JULY 2016
Huntington University was named one of “America’s Top Colleges” by Forbes. Out of the 650 schools ranked, 
HU was #456 in the nation, #109 in the Midwest, and #14 in Indiana. According to the U.S. Department of 
Education, there are more than 4,500 college campuses across the United States.

JULY 2016
Money announced that Huntington University has been ranked as one of the “Most Improved Colleges of 
2016.” HU’s 2015 Best Colleges ranking was #668 but improved to a 2016 ranking of #341, climbing 327 spots. 
This earned Huntington University the #10 spot on the 2016 most improved list.

NATIONAL RANKINGS



sowing

growing

& going!

Rev. Arthur Wilson, Dean of Spiritual Life & Campus Pastor

Megan Schueler (2016)

Mindy (Adams) Forst (2001)

Grow – verb \ˈgrō\
to become better or improved in some way 

As a distinctively Christian 
university, we’re intentional about 
sowing God’s word so students are 
growing spiritually. Then when 

they graduate they’ll be going to 
impact the world for Christ. Please 
consider how you can partner with 
us and contribute to the Forester 
Fund, HU's scholarship program. 

 © Copyright Eli Lilly and Company. All Rights Reserved.  Used with Permission.

fundingforesters.com



8

DMA
• Nine Huntington University film students were recognized by the BEA Festival of Media Arts 

in the Narrative Video/Broadcast Production category for colleges and universities under 
5,000 students. 

• The Intercollegiate National Religious Broadcasters organization (iNRB) recognized six 
Huntington University students with awards for outstanding examples of radio, TV, and  
film production. 

• Huntington University was named the #9 “Hidden Gem” college in the United States 
for employers seeking graduates with skills in animation, interactive technology, video 
graphics, and special effects. 

• Eight Huntington University Digital Media Arts students took home six awards at the 
Indiana Association of School Broadcasters (IASB) College Competition during the 2016 
IASB Spring Conference.

• Five Huntington University’s Digital Media Arts students were invited to showcase their 
films at the Fort Wayne Hobnobben Film Festival.

• Huntington University’s Digital Media Arts department awarded 40 students at its 2nd 
Annual Forester Film Festival, featuring the best of the best in student-produced film, 
animation, and broadcast-fusion media.

ALPHA CHI
• Huntington University inducted 22 new members into the Indiana Beta Chapter of Alpha 

Chi. A total of 40 were members of Alpha Chi for the 2015-16 academic year.

• Huntington University’s Alpha Chi chapter helped to enhance student enthusiasm for 
academic excellence by hosting a graduate school forum, an academic knowledge game 
with professors, and a talkback panel with professional actors.

AWARDS
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• Huntington University’s Alpha Chi chapter gave the first Paul and Jean Michelson 
Alpha Chi Outstanding Scholar Award, an award endowed by Alpha Chi alumni which 
commemorates academic excellence, character, and service.

• Six student members of the Huntington University Alpha Chi chapter attended the national 
convention, five of whom presented papers. Huntington University student scholarship 
garnered awards including a national fellowship, an alternate national fellowship, a regional 
fellowship, an alternate regional scholarship, and a presentation prize.

• In 2016, the Huntington University chapter of Alpha Chi was recognized for the 20th 
consecutive year as a Star Chapter of Alpha Chi, one of only four chapters (out of some 
300+) nationally to receive this award every year since its inception in 1996.

FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDENTS
• Student Abigail Atkins, of Columbia City, Indiana, was selected as a national finalist for 

the 2015 National FFA Agricultural Proficiency Awards in the category of Agricultural 
Mechanics Repair and Maintenance – Placement. Atkins is one of only four people 
chosen to compete for this award at the 88th National FFA Convention & Expo in 
Louisville, Kentucky.

• The Journal of Chemical Education published an article about a classroom experiment 
written by Dr. Ruth Nalliah, professor of chemistry, and the Huntington University 
Chemistry Department. It also was selected as the cover story for the Oct. 13, 2015: Vol. 
92, Iss. 10 of the publication.

• Huntington University student Adrienne Funderburg, a sophomore biology major from 
Demotte, Indiana, was awarded the prestigious Harold Snyder Fellowship from the Au 
Sable Institute of Environmental Studies.

• Dr. Lance Clark was awarded first place in the Faculty Video Category of the Broadcast 
Educators Association Festival for the Arts for The Gift of Hope. 

2015-2016 Alpha Chi Inductees
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• Huntington University Doctor of Occupational Therapy (OTD) students’ research into 
the use of app technology to improve fine motor deficits was accepted for publication 
in the Practice Forum of The Journal of Hand Therapy. 

• Adam Widener, Huntington University visiting instructor of digital media arts/
broadcast-fusion media, took home a first-place award at the Indiana Associated Press 
Broadcasters Association contest for Best TV Investigative Report. Widener won for 
“15 Finds Out: Bus Stop,” which investigated the high number of drivers who disregard 
school bus stop arms.

• Huntington University announced that its nursing program received its 10-year 
accreditation from the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE).

• Katie Martin and Carlene Peters were recognized by NACCAP at its annual conference 
at Palm Beach Atlantic University in West Palm Beach, Florida. Peters was honored 
with NACCAP’s Outstanding Achievement Award, and Martin with NACCAP’s Regional 
Service Award.

• Shawna Miller, a HU sophomore youth ministry and missions double major from 
Portland, Indiana, was honored as a 2015 “Realizing the Dream” award recipient. Miller 
was one of 31 students from Indiana’s independent colleges and universities who have 
realized the dream of being the first in their families to go to college and have been 
selected by their colleges for outstanding achievement during freshman year.

• Huntington’s Veritas Youth Theology Institute received a $600,000 grant from 
the Lilly Foundation.
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REVENUE & EXPENSES  
 

REVENUE 2015-2016 2014-2015

Tuition & Fees 25,402,357 24,341,280

Auxiliary Enterprises 5,892,721 6,121,317

Private Gifts & Grants 4,079,289 2,543,047

Government Grants 
for Student Aid

1,458,588 1,573,629

Investment Income 403,829 389,050

Other Revenue 271,907 245,887

      
EXPENSES 2015-2016 2014-2015

Instruction 9,024,994 8,230,440

Academic Support 1,591,788 1,554,267

Student Services  3,399,779  3,262,046

Institutional Support 4,899,405 4,486,852

Physical Plant & Depreciation 4,978,035 4,980,321

Auxiliary Enterprises 3,057,591 2,347,696

Student Aid 11,242,932 12,052,345

    
ENDOWMENT MARKET VALUE: (AS OF 6/30/15), ENDOWMENT PER UNDERGRADUATE FTE

MKT. VALUE UG FTE MV/FTE

2008  22,189,521 894 24,820

2009 17,063,840 966 17,664

2010 17,347,993 1,003 17,296

2011  20,569,305 1,008 20,406

2012 20,636,875 987 20,909

2013 22,415,872 978 22,920

2014 23,262,118 933 24,933

2015  25,374,638 917 27,671

LONG-TERM DEBT BALANCE

DEBT SERVICE REVENUE % OF REV. DEBT % OF REV.

2008  274,472 27,472,686 1.0% 8,768,374 31.9%

2009 460,882 32,617,223 1.4% 8,650,000 26.5%

2010  695,741  32,885,961 2.1% 8,550,000 26.0%

2011  433,593 34,022,364 1.3% 8,425,000 24.8%

2012  550,951 34,625,143 1.6%  9,772,028 28.2%

2013  713,147 36,050,092 2.0% 9,498,103 26.3%

2014 712,221 34,248,144 2.1% 9,220,649 26.9%

2015  715,132 35,708,996 2.0%  9,058,174 25.4%

FINANCIALS
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During the 2015-2016 school year, Huntington University students engaged in 
six mission trips to countries around the world. The Love India and TESOL in 
Thailand trips are just two examples of the world-wide impact HU is making 
through the efforts of its students, faculty, and staff.

TESOL in Thailand 2016
by Shoshannah McKinney, Trip Leader

The Huntington University team partnered with Global Ministries to come alongside local 
Thai ministries and schools in their English teaching efforts. The team spent several days 
leading English activities and English day camps in two local schools (Anubannanglae 
School and Ban Pasakkai School) with K-6 grades. This was impactful for the schools, 
who rarely have the opportunity to offer this kind of English instruction, and also helped 
strengthen relationships that local ministries are building in and with these schools. 

The team also helped a church (Channel of Blessings) that local missionary, Sam, works 
with to offer a Children’s Day Fair and English classes to the community. This was beneficial 
for the church, as practical ministries like English teaching provide inroads for Thai churches 
in communities where the church and the gospel may not otherwise be welcomed. Lastly, 
the team spent two days observing classes and interacting with students at Chaing Rai 
International Christian School. The HU students led a panel discussion during the chapel 
service about life at a Christian university in the U.S. 

Overall it was an amazing opportunity to see how the Lord is working in Thailand and 
to see the crucial role that English teaching and learning is playing in the Christian work 
there. There are many ministries that could not exist without offering English classes. The 
HU students were able to interact with local ministries, serve in local schools, encourage 
churches and pastors, and leave knowing that our presence there truly made a positive 
impact for Christ. 

MISSIONS TRIPS
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Love India 2016
by David and Genevieve Alexander, Trip Leaders

The Love India 2016 J-term trip was the fifth time HU students have had the opportunity 
to visit India and work with orphanages and organizations, learning about the people and 
country of India. 

Each year the group visits the Home of Love orphanage that houses about 100 girls ranging 
in ages between 4 and 17. The days are spent leading a vacation Bible school, getting to 
know the girls, and sharing love, which impacts our hearts and minds just as much as we 
impact theirs. Nearly every student this year said they had never experienced the power of 
such love before and they would do their best to emulate what the girls taught them when 
they returned to the U.S. 

The group worked with an HIV/AIDS orphanage as well. One of the most striking things to 
witness is the students’ high levels of fear and anxiety prior to meeting these girls and then 
a 180 degree change after having met them. The students played, danced, sang, laughed, 
and even cried with these kids, forgetting that each of them was dying of a disease they 
contracted from one of their parents. 

The group also had the privilege to work with the Madras Christian Council of Social 
Services (MCCSS), which educates politicians and other leaders on the realities of the 
human trafficking/slave industry. Whenever we visit MCCSS, there are always new boys 
and girls who have been rescued from either labor camps or brothels. We met with all of 
them, learned some of their stories, and shared what we are able to with them. This trip, 
as in previous years, has had a significant impact on the students. Many recommitted their 
lives to Christ and others discovered that God has called them to donate more of their time, 
energy, and money to the people of India in general and to the boys and girls we work with 
in particular.  
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FFA Leadership Luncheon with Dr. Dwight Armstrong, 
CEO of the National FFA Organization and Foundation

Dr. Raymond Porter, Director of the Haupert Institute 
for Agricultural Studies
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Faith, family and farming have always been uniquely connected. Launched in fall of 
2015, the Haupert Institute for Agricultural Studies promotes a Christian perspective on 
agriculture, which recognizes our responsibility to be good stewards of God’s creation and 
to examine questions of sustainability and justice. The agricultural program is intended 
to meet the growing need for agribusiness professionals and includes concentrations 
in animal production, agrimanagement, agrimarketing, agrieconomics, and finance, 
agrientrepreneurial small business management and crop production. A major in 
agricultural education is in the process of review by the Indiana State Board of Education.

The Haupert Institute participated or organized the following events to raise awareness and 
generate interest in its programs:

OFFSITE EVENTS:
• National FFA Convention participation
• State FFA Convention participation and sponsor (IN & OH)
• Fort Wayne Farm Show participation
• Indiana State FFA District Competition participation and sponsor
• Sponsor of area County 4H Fairs
• Summer 2015 – Chartered bus trip to Chicago Board of Trade
• Speaking arrangements/opportunities:

• Commodity Price Outlook
• Soil & Water Conservation District
• Huntington County Youth Ag event

ON-CAMPUS EVENTS:
• FFA Leadership Luncheon – January 2016

• Keynote Speaker – Dr. Dwight Armstrong, CEO, National FFA 
Organization and Foundation

• Invited 58 area high school FFA chapters as well as district and state officers
• Collegiate Challenge
• Feed a Farmer – Celebrating National Agriculture Day

Student internships secured for the first year included:
• Horse breeding and care
• Crop research plot planting, data collection, and harvesting
• Cross-cultural ag ministry in southeast Asia working with local swine improvement 

and general agriculture
• Crop scouting and UAV (drone) program development
• Ag marketing and communications for a large duck production company
• General agricultural work on a farm focused on crop and cattle production
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Year two of the Huntington University Doctorate of Occupational Therapy 
program (OTD) has continued to demonstrate a high level of successful 
accomplishments. Full enrollment of 64 OTD students with 100% retention 
has been achieved. Fall 2016 will bring the total to 96 OTD students for 
the third year, eight-semester cohort grouping. The Accreditation Council 
for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) accreditation process was 
completed this year with the self-study and on-site visit, culminating in full 
accreditation with a maximum of seven years. Huntington University is one of 
only 11 OTD programs with full accreditation in the United States. The OTD 
program is embedded on the Parkview Randallia medical campus in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.

In October 2015, GraduatePrograms.com awarded Huntington’s OTD 
program the #1 overall ranking in the U.S. based on student reviews from 450 
OT schools. Additional national rankings included #1 financial aid, #4 value, 
#5 career support, and #9 networking. This reflects the culture of excellence 
portrayed by faculty and staff, design of classrooms and laboratory space, and 
community investment in learning opportunities for the OTD students. This is 
the first doctorate degree offered at Huntington University. 

The 2016 start of the Occupational Therapy Assistant program (OTA) falls in 
line with a dual bachelor in health science degree. HU’s OTA program has 
been granted candidacy status by the Accreditation Council of Occupational 
Therapy Education (ACOTE) allowing the acceptance of students in the fall on 
Huntington University’s main campus. Nicole Scheiman, associate professor  
& OTA program director, will be overseeing the curricular implementation 
and the build-out of the OTA daily living lab and the technology lab in the 
lower level of the Dowden Science Building. Enrollment in the first class is 
anticipated to be 10 students with a projected 24 students over the next three 
years. The OTA graduates will then be eligible to enter directly into the work 
force as an occupational therapy assistant or progress onto the master or 
doctoral degree to become an occupational therapist.

OTD/OTA UPDATE



172015-2016 OTD Second Year Students

Nicole Scheiman (standing), 
Associate Professor & OTA Program Director

2015-2016 OTD Second Year Students



18

PEORIA, ARIZONA
The 2015-2016 school year was the culmination of more than 
four years of hard work, resulting in the approval of Huntington 
University’s application for licensure with the Arizona Board of 
Private Postsecondary Education. Marketing and lead generation 
for the Peoria location has been in full swing since March 2016 
with direct mail campaigns, digital marketing, onsite visits, area 
high school visits, open houses, education tradeshows and 
events, and the completion of a successful transfer agreement 
with Maricopa Community College, Arizona’s largest community 
college district.
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JULY 2015
City of Peoria 
and Huntington 
University sign 
Economic 
Development 
Agreement

MARCH 2016
Higher Learning 
Commission 
approves the new 
Arizona location

MAY 2016
The Department of 
Education approves 
Huntington to 
provide federal 
financial aid to 
students

JUNE 2016
All new, full-time 
faculty and 
staff employees
are in place

AUGUST 2016
Grand opening and 
classes begin for 
the first cohort of 
Huntington students

JULY 2016
Huntington receives 
Certificate of 
Occupancy for 
building to house the 
Arizona Center for 
Digital Media Arts

AUGUST 2015
City of Peoria 
approves P83 Reuse 
Incentive Program

DECEMBER 2015
Huntington signs long-
term lease on former 
Dolce Spa Building in P83 
Entertainment District

FEBRUARY 2016
Arizona State Board for 
Private Postsecondary 
Education unanimously 
approves Huntington’s 
application for licensure

2015-2016 TIMELINE

Grand Opening Ceremony - August 2, 2016
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The Huntington University athletic program is comprised of 17 
intercollegiate sports programs and a co-ed cheer squad. During the 
2015-2016 year, 257 student-athletes participated (131 male and 126 
female). Overall, Huntington University finished seventh out of 10 in 
the standings for the Crossroads League Commissioner’s Cup. 

In their fourth year of existence, the HU bowling teams enjoyed 
another successful season. The men’s team competed in 13 
tournaments, which included finishing 14th out of 24 teams at the 
USBC Intercollegiate Sectionals and a first-ever trip to the NAIA 
National Invitational Team Tournament. Bischoff’s men’s crew also 
finished the year with three top-five regular season finishes. The 
women finished in the top five in five of their 11 regular season 
tournaments and posted a seventh-place finish out of 19 teams at the 
USBC Intercollegiate Sectionals. They capped off the year with their 
third consecutive trip to the NAIA Team National Championships. 

SPORTS UPDATE
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• The HU women’s cross country team 
finished fourth at the Crossroads 
League Championships. Coach King’s 
squad’s top finishes included third out 
of nine at their own invitational and 
third out of 37 at the #JennaStrong Fall 
Classic hosted by Wilmington College. 

• In its inaugural season, the Forester 
women’s golf team competed in nine 
tournaments and wrapped up the 
year with a ninth-place finish at the 
Crossroads League Tournament. 

• The Forester men’s soccer team 
finished with a 9-9-1 overall record 
and a 4-5 record in league play for a 
seventh-place finish in the Crossroads 
League standings. The junior varsity 
team wrapped up the year with a 
record of 5-3-4.

• The Huntington women’s soccer team 
finished with a 9-10 record, much 
improved over last year’s record of 
5-12-2. The junior varsity program 
posted a record of 4-1-1. 

• With a fall record of 10-3 and a third 
place finish in the Crossroads League, 
the HU women’s tennis team wrapped 
up the season by going 1-3 in the 
spring which included a 6-3 win over 
NCAA Division II Cedarville University 
to finish with an overall record of 11-6.

• The HU volleyball team finished the 
year with an overall record of 13-15 
to go along with a conference record 
of 8-10 for sixth place in the league 
standings. Season highlights included 
the program’s first win over Taylor 
University since 2005 and most overall 
wins since 2009 (13). 

• The HU softball team finished the year 
with a program-best 37 wins against 
19 losses and finished second in the 
regular season league standings. The 
Foresters also punched their ticket to 
Nationals for only the second time 
and notched their first ever NAIA 
postseason win. 
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  ONE 
CHANGED 
        LIFE

   “For a long time, 

Christ had been    
      knocking at my door,  
waiting for me to answer and 

        waiting for me to 
  LET HIM IN.”
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James Couchman grew up in a non-Christian home in England, 
and despite attending a Catholic high school, he did not come 
to know Christ until he arrived at Huntington University as a 
freshman in 2013. He admits, from an ocean away, HU wasn’t 
initially his first choice, but he had a gut feeling it was the right fit. 

Unfamiliar with living in a Christian community, Couchman said 
his first fall on campus was a bit shocking. 

“But that is how Christ works in mysterious ways,” Couchman 
explained. “He knew before I was born that I would be attending 
HU. And at HU, I would finally open the door for Him to enter into 
my heart.”

The Huntington University soccer team and his professors served 
as two of the biggest factors in forming Couchman’s decision. 
His team – the coaching staff right down to the freshmen – keeps 
Christ at the center of their play and makes their faith a priority. 
Couchman said he was also impacted by conversations with 
his fellow Englishman, Dr. Tim Smith, professor of non-western 
history, who Couchman considers a mentor. 

Couchman’s close friend, HU senior Katlin Knott, also acted as an 
accountability partner for him as they grew in their faith together.

Looking back, Couchman can point to an exact decision that 
began his walk with Christ.    

“My biggest impact was HU,” he said. “Without the university, I 
quite simply would not know who God is. Before I came to HU, 
I never even thought of God. Huntington University was and 
forever will be my starting point, my ship about to leave port, on 
my journey with Jesus Christ.”
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