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As I reflect on 2017, I am filled 
with great joy and humbled by the 
accomplishments of Huntington 
University. It’s truly unprecedented! 

As a Christ-centered institution, we 
are seeing lives changed as a result 
of our faithful dedication to the Lord’s 
calling. I am reminded daily of the 
love and grace He heaps upon our 
lives, even when we don’t deserve it. 

God’s blessings on the university 
have continued this past year as 
we have made some significant 
accomplishments, as well as 
several “firsts” for the university. 
From a new multicultural house 
to abundant giving to the largest 
enrollment in school history, HU 
earnestly continues its mission of 
Christ, scholarship and service. We 
have encountered some challenges 
as well, but those have been met 
with confidence knowing that those 
challenges will result in growth.

As we diligently move toward Faith 
Forward 2022, our strategic plan for 
Huntington University, this report 
is only a brief synopsis of this past 
year. We anticipate and look forward 
to the many more successes 
and challenges that will stretch, 
strengthen and bring HU’s mission to 
the forefront of higher education. 

Thank you for your generous support,

DR. SHERILYN R. EMBERTON

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT



To download a copy of Faith Forward 2022, visit huntington.edu/FaithForward2022.
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The Haupert Institute 
offers Agriculture 
Education program.
The Indiana State Board of Education announced in 
November that it approved HU’s agricultural teacher 
education program. Although there are more than 
150 high schools in Indiana offering agriculture, there 
is a shortage of agricultural instructors in the state 
and nationwide. As such, HU is uniquely positioned 
to train future agriculture teachers from a faith-
based perspective in a small-college environment. In 
addition to on-campus education, instruction for the 
ag teacher program will include hands-on vocational 
skills instruction through local partnerships and field 
internships. Huntington University is one of only two 
higher education institutions in Indiana that offer 
four-year degrees in agriculture.

HU graduate school 
launches MBA degree.
Huntington University’s Graduate School, with 
support from Ambassador Enterprises of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, began its MBA program in January. 
The program features an experience and project-
based approach to advanced business education. 
All students learn from innovative coursework, but 
they also engage in practical, hands-on experience 
through Ambassador Enterprises, local companies 
and Huntington University’s ventures; businesses 
Clear Insights, a corporate solutions enterprise, and 
Clear Distribution, a fulfillment by Amazon (FBA) 
company. The 36-credit hour MBA is designed to be 
completed in just two years and has both face-to-
face and online components. 

HU HIGHLIGHTS
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HU adds crop production 
research facility.
Huntington University held an April groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Ware Plant Science Production Facility. 
The 2,000 square-foot facility will sit adjacent to the 
southeast side of the Dowden Science Building and will 
provide needed space for students so they have hands-on 
learning and research opportunities in the area of plant and 
soil sciences. Faculty and students in biology, chemistry, 
occupational therapy and other programs will also benefit 
from the additional space for instruction and research. 
HU received a lead gift from Dr. and Mrs. Douglas Ware of 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, in honor of Douglas’ late father, 
Dale Ware, a long-time Huntington County educator and HU 
alum (Class of 1936).

First HUAZ film wins 
best of Film Festival.
Huntington University’s Arizona Center for Digital Media Arts 
first short film, The Amazing Mortimer, won the Best of Fest 
award at the Southern Arizona Independent Film Festival. 
The film also won the Best Story and Best Advanced 
Student Film categories. The awards ceremony was held 
Willcox, Arizona, in April. Huntington University’s Arizona 
location officially opened its doors in August 2016 with its 
first cohort of 18 students beginning classes. The facility, 
a 30,000 square-foot building, houses bachelor’s degree 
programs in digital media arts including majors in animation, 
film production, broadcast media and graphic design. 



OUR ENROLLMENT

Growing stronger 
than ever. 

HU’S LARGEST 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT 
ENROLLMENT: 49

(LARGEST IN 25 YEARS)

HU’S LARGEST 
ENROLLMENT: 

1,300 UNDERGRAD: 
1,001

GRAD: 
299

HU’S LARGEST   
GRADUATING CLASS:

310
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April marked the opening of HU’s 
Multicultural House at its main campus 
in Huntington, Indiana. The event 
included a brief ceremony ribbon cutting 
and a tour of the facilities, as well as a 
celebration of the various nations and 
cultures present on HU’s campus. 

Though initially designed with minority 
students in mind, the house will be open 
to all students and will serve as a tool 
to bridge the gap between all cultures 
creating a dedicated space for cultures to 
be displayed and learned about. 

“The Multicultural House will serve 
as a place where students can feel 
comfortable to engage with other 
students who aren’t like them and to be 
a cultural center for our campus and 
community,” stated Daryl Singleton, 
Director of Multicultural Affairs and 
Minority Student Engagement. 

HU’s international student 
community is represented 
by 31 countries.

HU’S NEW 
MULTICULTURAL 

HOUSE. 
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Singleton, who is beginning his 
second year of service at HU is 
charged with facilitating relational 
ministry and discipleship with 
both North American minorities 
and international students at 
HU. He also supervises the 
Multicultural Activities Council, 
the International Student Council 
and their campus community 
programming. Renovations on 
the Multicultural house were 
completed at the beginning of the 
2017 spring semester.

welcome
bienvenido

akeyi

bem vinda

كب الهأ
bienvenue

herzlich willkommen

velkomið
SELAMAT DATANG

welcum

kulandila

welkom

Ẹ ku abọ/msugh da vaan دیدمآ شوخ
欢迎

добро пожаловать

환영
ласкаво просимо
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OUR FAITHFUL PARTNERS

We continue to be amazed by the generosity of God’s people and God’s 
faithfulness to HU. After exceeding $5 million in giving last year, we never 
imagined it would happen again, but it did!

Join me in thanking God for these blessings:
• Total giving of $5.1 million (plus $452,000 in funded planned gifts) – up for the 5th 

consecutive year and an 8-year high
• Number of donors increased 13% including a 20% increase in our major donor base (the 

goal was a 10% increase)
• HU personnel giving reached a 5-year high and exceeded their Forester Fund goal by 33%
• $979,337 was given to fund Capital Projects including the Welcome Center/Admissions 

Office, the Ware Plant Science Production Facility and Forest Glen
• Athletic team fundraising was up 22% and at a 5-year high

• Online giving increased 24% with a 47% increase in the number of online donors

Friend giving nearly doubled to more than 
$1,000,000; the highest level in 17 years.

        ALUMNI GIVING WAS UP 
         20% AND AT A 
                 5-YEAR HIGH

9



 

HU earns more 
than 20 higher 
education rankings.
Christian Universities Online ranked Huntington University as the #47 
Most Affordable Christian University in the United States for 2017.

U.S. News & World Report has ranked Huntington University as #13 
Best Regional Midwest College in the “Best Colleges 2017” guidebook.

Huntington University was ranked #37 in the National Universities– 
Bachelors category of the 2016 Washington Monthly College rankings.
 
Huntington University’s online programs were ranked #3 in the state 
of Indiana for 2016-2017 by AffordableCollegesOnline.com.

Huntington University was named #8 on the list of “Top 50 Christian 
Colleges and Universities Exceeding Expectations 2017” by Christian 
Universities Online.

CollegeValuesOnline.com rated Huntington University as the #16 best 
value for an online master’s degree in counseling. The top 30 schools 
in the United States were identified for the 2016-2017 ranking.

BestChoiceSchools.com has ranked Huntington University’s online 
bachelor’s degree in marketing #11 out of the top 20 schools to make 
the list for 2016-2017. 

Huntington University has been ranked #16 on Christian Universities 
Online’s 25 Most Beautiful Colleges and Universities in the Midwest 
for 2017.

Huntington University has been ranked the 13th best college according 
to College Choice’s 24 Best Colleges in Indiana for 2017. Indiana is 
home to 31 private universities and seven public institutions.

Christian Universities Online has ranked Huntington University as the 
#10 Undergraduate Online Christian University in the United States.

AffordableCollegesOnline.org ranked HU as #31 best online Human 
Resources Degree on the list of Top 50 schools in the U.S.

Huntington University was ranked as one of Money magazine’s 
“Best Colleges for Your Money 2017-2018.” Out of 711 public and 
private schools in the United States that made the list, Huntington 
ranked #255. 
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$600,000 Lilly Grant 
supports Vertitas 

Theological Institute.
STUDENTS ATTENDED THE INSTITUTE 

FROM AS CLOSE AS ILLINOIS AND AS 
FAR AWAY AS HAVANA, CUBA.

11



As a result of receiving a $600,000 grant from Lilly 
Endowment Inc.’s High School Youth Theology 
Institutes initiative, Huntington University’s hosted 
22 high school juniors and seniors for the first 
Veritas Theology Institute in June. The Veritas 
Theology Institute is a week-long, academy for 
high school students who are interested in deeper 
theological study or may be interested in pursuing a 
career in ministry. The program contains three key 
components: 1) an eight-day on-campus institute; 
2) an online community; and 3) personal mentoring 
by a spiritual leader in a participant’s local church. 
Veritas participants who faithfully complete these 
three components may be eligible for Huntington 
University college credit.

The institute’s schedule included a personal study 
of the Gospel of Luke, followed by a three-hour 
study session over various doctrines, as expressed 
through the original writings of such theologians 
as Athanasius, Irenaeus, Calvin, Wesley and Barth. 
Afternoons included a focus on service and ministry, 
followed by evening worship led by various ministers 

and Christian leaders, then small group meetings 
held in the dorms. In addition to the students, a 
group of Huntington professors and alumni, and two 
theology professors from Evangelical Seminary gave 
leadership to this inaugural event.

The goal of the Institute is to provide high school 
students with a strong theological foundation that 
will be invaluable as they continue to pursue their 
calling. At its core, the Veritas Theological Institute 
is a community of high school scholars committed 
to Jesus Christ and spiritual growth, which includes 
transformation of both heart and mind. 

“There still might be many things that I might not 
understand about myself but I know that no matter 
what my feelings are telling me or what people say 
I think, I know I’m loved by God and I know that I’m 
reconciled to my original nature through faith. I am 
God’s and I am His and nothing can change that. 
Now I want to live that truth to bring freedom to 
others,” stated one of the institute’s participants. 



2017 marked the graduation of the first cohort of 
doctorate of occupational therapy (OTD) candidates. 
The inaugural class of 32 students matriculated August 
2014 with 100% graduation rate in May 2017. Huntington 
University’s program is one of the first 12, fully accredited, 
entry-level doctoral OTD programs in the United States 
and is located in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on the campus of 
Parkview Hospital Randallia. 

Huntington University strives for a diverse group of 
students who are willing to serve the spiritual, physical 
and psychosocial needs of individuals.

The graduating Class of 2017 is pursuing employment 
opportunities in pediatric occupational therapy, 
certified hand therapy, hospital or skilled nursing facility 
therapy, acute care or inpatient rehabilitation, intensive 
rehabilitation, industrial rehab consultant, neurological-
based rehabilitation, and assisting children and families 
affected by sensory processing disorder.

HU graduates its first Doctorate 
of Occupational Therapy class.

STUDENTS FROM 
16 STATES ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY ARE 
REPRESENTED IN 
HU’S OTD PROGRAM.
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FIRST-YEAR HIGHLIGHTS:
• HUAZ hosted more than 100 events during the past 

year for local churches, civic organizations and 
government entities.

• HUAZ was awarded the Peoria Chamber of 
Commerce President’s Award for 2017.  

• HUAZ students produced 10 free informational 
videos for 10 Peoria area non-profits including 
the Scott Foundation, CARDADDY.org, The 
Peoria Chamber of Commerce and Challenger 
Space Center.

• HUAZ partnered with the Peoria Performing Arts 
Center so that students could provide animations 
and video projections to augment the local theater 
company’s production.

• Each month, the Peoria Student Broadcasting 
Network high school crew shoots the “Huntington 
Show” in the HUAZ studios and then posts it on 
their website. 

• HUAZ is generating additional revenue by strategic 
subleasing to key partners CineForge Media 
(Professionals in Residence), Peoria Chamber of 
Commerce, Arizona’s Small Business Development 
Center and Arizona Christian University.

• HUAZ students worked for the San Diego Padres 
and Seattle Mariners operating the video board for 
spring training games.

• HUAZ rented its studio space to professional 
companies such as Weecks Productions, Film 
316, Mind’s Eye Productions and Surreal Sisters 
Productions/Arizona State University.

HUAZ enrolled 18 students for the first semester 
including 16 degree-seeking students and two high-
school early entry students. All 16 degree-seeking 
students returned for the spring 2017 semester and 
are returning for the fall 2017 semester for a 100% 
fall-to-fall retention rate. HUAZ enrollment grew to 28 
in the spring semester of 2017 with 20 traditional age 
students and eight high-school early entry students. 
All 20 traditional age students from the spring are 
returning for the fall 2017 semester. Huntington 
University is the first and only school in the CCCU 
that is offering full comprehensive bachelor degree 
programs outside of its home campus to primarily 
traditional aged students (18-24) with a majority of 
classes taught in a face-to-face setting.

HUAZ boasts 
100% retention 

rate in its first year.

A R I Z O N A C E N T E R F O R D I G I TA L  M E D I A  A RT S
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20% increase in campus visits,
    more than 10,000 prospective inquiries.
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October 2016 marked the opening of Huntington’s long-overdue 
Welcome Center and Admissions Office. The Welcome Center was 
designed to fit within the existing footprint of the Merillat Center 
for the Arts (MCA) which makes it easily accessible for guests and 
an ideal launching point for campus tours. From the moment they 
park their car and walk toward the MCA, they see the best the HU 
community has to offer. 

The new center also allows Huntington to unify graduate, professional 
programs and undergraduate admissions under one building 
where there is now synergy for all HU recruiting activities. Each 
admissions counselor has an office where they can comfortably 
meet with a family and guests aren’t distracted by staff or other 
guests walking through the lobby. The privacy allows them to focus 
on the conversation and leads to more transparency. There are also 
three leadership offices with space for small group meetings and a 
conference room that seats up to 10 guests with a high-definition 
monitor for presentations.

“The new Welcome Center and Admissions Offices not only represent 
HU well, but also honor the profession of admissions counselor,” 
stated Daniel Solms, Vice President for Enrollment Management & 
Marketing. “The new space helps us present HU in a light that now 
matches what we know the student will experience while on campus; 
a life-changing journey.”

HU OPENS NEW 
WELCOME CENTER.



REVENUE & EXPENSES  
 

REVENUE 2016-2017 2015-2016
Tuition & Fees 26,099,074 25,402,357
Auxiliary Enterprises 5,812,592 5,892,721
Private Gifts & Grants 5,482,258 4,079,289
Government Grants 
for Student Aid 1,472,582 1,458,588

Investment Income 436,685 403,829
Other Revenue 218,938 271,907

      
EXPENSES 2016-2017 2015-2016

Instruction 9,158,816 9,024,994
Academic Support 2,046,883 1,591,788
Student Services 4,025,225  3,399,779 
Institutional Support 5,135,017 4,899,405
Physical Plant & Depreciation 5,265,302 4,978,035
Auxiliary Enterprises 3,159,026 3,057,591
Student Aid 10,622,802 11,242,932

    
ENDOWMENT MARKET VALUE: (AS OF 6/30/15), ENDOWMENT PER UNDERGRADUATE FTE

MKT. VALUE UG FTE MV/FTE
2009 17,063,840 966 17,664
2010 17,347,993 1,003 17,296
2011  20,569,305 1,008 20,406
2012 20,636,875 987 20,909
2013 22,415,872 978 22,920
2014 23,262,118 933 24,933
2015  25,085,541 917 27,356
2016 25,374,578 875 29,000

LONG-TERM DEBT BALANCE
DEBT SERVICE REVENUE % OF REV. DEBT % OF REV.

2009 460,882 32,617,223 1.4% 8,650,000 26.5%
2010  695,741  32,885,961 2.1% 8,550,000 26.0%
2011  433,593 34,022,364 1.3% 8,425,000 24.8%
2012  550,951 34,625,143 1.6%  9,772,028 28.2%
2013  713,147 36,050,092 2.0% 9,498,103 26.3%
2014 712,221 34,248,144 2.1% 9,220,649 26.9%
2015  715,132 35,708,996 2.0%  9,058,174 25.4%
2016 729,396 36,790,683 2.0% 8,821,197 24.0%

HU FINANCIALS

HU has experienced three consecutive years of positive change 
in total net assets from operations for the first time in 15 years.
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First-ever regular 
season and tournament 
conference champions.

The HU baseball team pieced together one of the best 
seasons in program history. The Foresters posted 35 
wins against 13 losses and finished 20th in the final 
postseason NAIA national rankings.

After winning the Crossroads League regular season 
title with a 22-5 conference record, Coach Frame’s 
crew breezed through the league tourney by outscoring 
their peers 53-10 to clinch, for the first time in program 
history, both the regular season and tournament title. 
As the league champions, Huntington earned a berth to 
the NAIA National Tournament for the third time under 
Frame’s tutelage where they went 2-2 in the Opening 
Round of the Montgomery bracket. 

HU’s year was also highlighted by several individual 
accomplishments with none bigger than Coach Frame 

reaching a significant milestone on May 6 against 
Bethel when he notched the 800th win of his 33-year 
career at the helm of the HU program. He would go on 
to be named the Crossroads League Coach of the Year 
as voted on by his peers. Frame currently ranks 13th 
among all active NAIA baseball coaches for most wins 
with 805 victories.

Senior Dalton Combs, a two-time All-Conference 
honoree, put the exclamation point on Huntington’s 
unprecedented season by becoming just the ninth 
Forester in program history to get a chance in the big 
leagues. The Adams Central product was drafted by 
the San Francisco Giants in the 35th round this spring 
as the 1,056th overall pick.
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